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TO 

THEIRIGHT HDNOUKABLB 

ItlZABETH 

COtlNTXSS or NOKTBUMAZItXAIID : 

IN HEX. .tenrV UOHT 

■»ARONESSPERCy,LUCV,P0YNmOS,riTZ'PATWI, 

-BAY AW, AND . LATIMZJt. 

M A D A V> 

THOSE writtrs, who follcit the protec- 
'Oondf 'the noble and die great, arr 
0&n cxpofed <&cenfiire by \he impropriety 
■of tbcir addre^ : a remark that will perhaps ' 
A + be 



( viii ) 

lie too readily applied to hioi^ who hayiiig 
potliing better to offer than the rqde ibngs 
pf ancient minftrels, afpires to the patronage 
p£ th,e Gouncefs of Northumberland, ap4 
jiopes that the barbarous prodiifbions of un- 

poliihed ages can ot:>taiii^ the approbation or 

* , '-^ ■ ' ' 

the notice c^ her, who adorns courts by her 
|>refcnce, ^nd difufes ele^^npe by her ex- 
ample* 

But thi$ in^propiiety, it is-pfcfMmed, will 
4ifappear, when it is declared that theie poems 

^re prefented to your Ladyship, not as la- 

' • ' ' -., ' . ,. ■ ' ^ 

bours of art, tut as cfFufions' of nature, fhew« 
)ng the firll eflPorts of ancient genius, and ex- 
hibiting the cuftoms and opinions of reipQtt 
ages : of ages that had been almoll loft to 
jnemory, had not' the gallaht deeds of your 
illuftrious anceftors preferved them fi-om pb- 
livion. 

s ; 

> •• 

.'■*•■ . ( . 

. No a&ive or (Qmprehenfive mind can fbr- 
:|)^J[9m(; attfnuoa to the reliques of anti- 

• qoity* 



( « ) 

lEpikj : If n proii^pted by natural curiofity tQ 
furvey the progrds of life and manners, and 
to inquire by . what gradations! barbarity was 
civilized, groflhefs refined, and ignorance inr 
ftrufted : but this curiofity. Madam, muft be 
ftrongcr in thofc, who, like your Ladyship, 
can remark in every period the influence of 
Ibme great progenitor, and who ftill feel in 
their effefts th^ tr^iifaftions and events of 
diftant centupea, - 

1 

By fuch Bards, Madam, as I am now in- 
troducing to your prefcnce, \^as the infancy of 
genius nurtured and advanced; by fuch were 
the minds of unlettered warriors foftened and 
enlarged J by fuph was the memory of illu- 
ftrious aftions preferved and propagated; by 

fuch were the heroic deeds of the Earls of 

* 

Northumberland fung at feftivals in the 
^all of Alnwick: and thofe fongs, which 
the bounty of your anceftors rewarded, now 
return to your Ladyship by a kind of here- 
^tVf right; and, I flatter myfelf, will find 

A 4 fuch| 



^"^A" 



merit ottkes it'Cimr j|i(aift/to :fae Jcng ns^ 



Imi* 



Madam* 
^Tour LADrsii»!a 

;(U)d moil devotod^crram^ 



»0CCL%r. TH0MA5 PPRCY', 
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*TpHE Header is Ticrc prefentcd with fclefl remuns of 

'^ oqr ancient Eogliih Bards and Minfirelt» an order of 

4iieA who were once greatly refpefted by our anceftortj^ 

^nd contributed lofolten the ronghnefs of a martial an4 

Q|k]ettered,peQpIe by their fongs and by their mafic. 

The greater part of them are extra^ed from an an* 
fient fe!io.manorcript» in the Editor's poiTeffion, which 
contains near aoo poems» fongs, and metrical romances. 
This MS» was written aboot the middle of the laft cen- 
,tnry» hat contains compofitions of all times and dat^s, 
. from the a^s prior to Chaucer, to the conclniion of 
the rei^n of Charles I. 

This sianufcript was fliown to feveral learned an4 
Ingenious friends, whp thought the contents too curious 
;fo- be coniigned to oblivion, and importuned the pof- 
.'feilbr to feieft fome of them, and give them to the 
prefs* A^ moil of them art <:^ jjeat iifnplicity, and 
-fecm to have been merely written for the people, he 
was long in doubt, whether, in the prefent ftate of inir 
vpMved Titeiature, they could be deemed worthy the at- 
tention of the.public. At lengtll the importunity of 
his friends .prevailed, and he could refufe nothing to 
fuch judges as the author of the Ramblbr» and t}ie 
}3te Mn Sh£i< STONE. 

Accordingly fuch fpecimens of ancient poetry have 
.]keen feledted, as either Ihew the gradation df cur lan«r ' 
guage, exhibit the progrefs of popular opinions, dii^ 
play the peculiar manners and cu^oms of former |ges, 
0r throw light on anr earlier daffical poets. 

Thay 



EJka. 



xu 
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They are here diftributed into three volumes, 
each oi which contains an independent series of 
poemsy arranged chiefly according to the order of 
time^ and fhowing the gradual improvements of the 
^Ogliih language an^ poetry from the earlieft ages 
down to the prefent. ^ach vol v me, or s£.ries» is 
divided into three book s,^ to aftprd fb many paufes, 
or refting-places to the Reader, and to affift him in dif- 
tjnguiihing between the proda£lions of the earlier, the 
ipiddle, and the latter times, • • ' 

In a polifhed age, like the prefent, I ani fenfible that 
many of thefe reliques of antiquity will require great 
allowances to be made for them. Yet have theyi ftr 
the moil part, a pleaiing fimpliclty, and many artftfs 
graces, which in the opinion of no mean critics* have 
been thought to compenfatie for the want of higher 
beauties, and if they do not dazsile the imaginatifiiii, 
are frequently founcf to inte'reft the heart* 

To ^topefor the rndenefsof the more obfolete poems, 
each volume concludes with a few modern attempts in 
the fame k|nd of writing : And to take off from the 
tedioufnefs of the longer narratives, they are every 
where intermingled with little elegant pieces of the 
lyric kind. SeleQ ballad n fn the md Scotti(h'dial^» 
mofi of them of the fir^<rate merit, are alfo inter- 
iperfed among thofe of our ancient Bnglifh Minftreh : 
jand the artleh produdlions of thefb old rhapfodifti, are 
pccaiionally confronted with fpecimens of the compofi- 
tipn of contemporary poets of a higher clafs : of thofe 
wKo had all the advantages of learning in the times in 

K'hich they lived, and who wrote for &ne and for po- 
erity. Yet perhaps the palm will be frequently ape 
/ to- the old ^trolling Minilrels, who compofed their 
jhimes to be fnng to their harps, and who looked no 

. * fartfter 

m * 

• Mr. Addison, Mr. Dryden, and the witty Lord Dorset, 
&c. See the Spe^ator, No. 70. To thefe might be added many 

\tn^nent judges now alive. ^The learned Szldkn appears alfo 19 

have been fo|id of colle^iog thpfe old thipgsi Sec below, 
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(inhttihdjif or prefent applaufe, and prefent fabfift^ 

The Reader will find this clafs of men octafionall/ 
dfcfbribed in the following volumes, and fome particu* 
lars relating to their hiflory in an EfTay fubjoined to' 
diis' preface. 

It Will be proper here to give a (hort account of the 
other collections that were confulted, and to make m^ 
a<ckdpwledgments to thofe gentlemen, who were fo kind 
as to Impart extra&s from them : for while this felec-3 
tion was making, a great number of ingenious friends 
took a fiiare in the worky and explored many large re- 
pOfitories in its favoar* 

The ftrft of thcfc that deferved notice was the 
Pepyiiftn library at Magdalen College, Cambridge, fts 
fd^under^ Sam. Pkpys *, Efq; fccretary bf th^ Admi- 
ralty in the reigiis of Charles JI. and James IL had 
made z. large collection of ancient Engliih ballad^/ 
near 2eob in* number, which he has left psifled in live 
voldfne^ in folio ; besides Garlands and other fmalier 
nnfcellanies. This collei^ioh he tells us. was " Began 
V by Mr. Selden ; improvedby the addition of many 
•^ pieces eider thereto in time; and the whole contt^ 
•* need iiowrt to th^yeat 1700; when the form pccw- 
•^* liar till then thereto, viz. of the black Letter with 
•* piSurcs,' feems- (fe/ cheapn^fs fak^) *" wholly laid 
^ aiidfe for that of the white Letter without pidures." 
• in thfi- Afhmole Library at Oxford is a fmall col- 
r^fti^n* of ballads made by Anthony Wood in the 
year :i 67^, containing ibmewhat more than 2c o^ 
Many ancienit popular poems are idfo preferved in th»^ 
Bodleyan Library. 

• The ^archives of the An^quarian Society at London 
contain a multitttde of curious political poems in large 

* A life of our curious colledor Mr. Psm, may be feen hi 
''^'The continuation of Mr. Collier's Supplement to his Gcpit Di^oiW' 
^ I'^i^, at th^ end of tol« 34- folio. An« F£f. 
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folio volomcs, dt|;e^ed under the ftveral reigns ' o^ 
Hen. viii, £dw. vi, Mary^ Elizabeth, James I. &c. 

In the Britifh Mufeilm is preferved a large treafare o^ 
Ancient Bnglifh poesos ill MS. befides one folio volame' 
of printed ballads. 

From all thefe fome of the faeft pieces were felefied^ 
and from many private colledions, as Well printed, as 
manufcript : particularly from one large folio volume 
which was lent by a lady. 

Amid futh a fond of materials, the. Editor is afraid 
he has been fometimes led to xndkt too great z- pai^^eof 
his authorities. The defire of being accurate haa per-^ 
haps feduced him into too minute and triih^ an tx- 
adnefs ; and in purfuit of informadofi he ximr have 
been drawn into many a petty' and firzvolous re&urch. 
It was however neceffary to give fottle account or the 
old copies, tho* often for the fake of brevity pi^^r 
tUfo of thefe only are mentiooed» where vet aMance , 
was received from feveral *. Where any thing was s^^ 
tered that deferved particular notice^ the pa0ag« is d^f-* 
tingiuihed by two inverted ' commas'. And the Sdi-" 
tor has endeavoured to be at faithful, as the imperfeft 
itate of his materials would admit : for thefe old popa- 
Jar rhymes have, as might be expefted» been handed 
down to us with kfi care^ than any other writings in 
the world. 

The plan of the work was fettled in concert with the 
late elegant Mr. Shbkstokk^ who was to have borne t, ^ 
joint fliare in It had not death unhappily prevented 
him : Moft of the modem pieces were of his fele£^a 
and arrangementj and the Editor hopes to be pardon- 
ed }f ho has rafaiaod fome thsnga oiit of MrtuliQr t^. 
the judgment of his friend. The largft MS* toUeSi9l^ 
of foems was «^ pfcfont from MiratPHa&r Pitt> S%; 
of Prio#'s«Leei in Shiopfhtre^ to wholRthif pufcUft^a/i^- 

knowledgment 

• Tluif ifa Bode I. Nd. IV. of iIms vol. one MS. only it sntnt»> 
oaed, tho* Same additioiMl fissMs wore fecQoored ftW another fn^-. 
n«nt: and tius has lofatfime Wen the c«ft elfowjboe. 



• 
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tcMwM^tau:* U' ddefer- that, aod'ouiqf.o&ev obII-». 
^ft^hvwxn* To Sir Da via Dalrympls, &ut«<if 
Hidei, a«» ^^Aborgh, the Editor i» itidftbted for 
DOft af* tKe beaiuifal Scottiih poeiSte, witli which thtt 
fitck mkccBtlly it enriched^ an^i £ar oumy oirions aiid 
elt^trcsiitfhs with whi^ they arc iUttftraied. Soac^ 
cUigingeomiuaiaiatii^ of th« fiimo kind were re«>'' 
criir«d IfemMri Joun Mc6owaii, of Bdinbiifgh : and 
amy curiout eaipbuiati^Aof Scotifli words in thoe 
f^oflariclfr^ai; Mta Jottur&AViDsoNy of* £dinbai|Eh^ 
aikd-froin the Rev. Mf. Hutch ikson, of Kimboltoo. 
Ilk* WMtLfftt^p who. at prefent does fb maeh hpnour tot 
f^ Poetry Profeflbr's chair at Os^d, aad Mr. Hesi^ 
of W<lre«ft«r Colkgt^ coatribated fome curioiu piecet 
iilMi tfaa Otfi>rd U&arics. Two ingemous and learned, 
^ietidi at Cambridge deferve the Editor'l warmell ac-, 
k^owledgmentft; to Mr. Blakeway, latefellowof 
lilagdalai Cofiege^ be owes all the affiftance received 
fifOiR the Pe^fian Ubrasy : aAd Mr«rFAai«BR, feiloir 
of Bmnuelir ofiea eafeerted in favour of this little work. 
thai exfi^ve. knowlec^c of aacieiit fingUih literaiture- 
llftrwUcbhe&fd^iimitflked*. Many ej^tra& from an- 
cient MSS* in dM Brit2b Mafeum aad other repoiitories,^ 
wneowij^ to the kind fervices of Mr. Astlb, to; 
vdiomiiie pttUie is indebted for the curious Preface and' 
IpkIcx fatieqr annexed to the Harleian catalogue. The 
wortby Lii»^ark»l of the Society of Antiquaries, de- 
ftrtet acknowledgment for the obliging manner is 
which he gave the Editor acccfs to the volumes under 
his «are» In Mr. GAaaiCK's carious colledion of old 
{lays art many fcaree pieces of ancient poetiy» with 

th# 

* To tbt fiuae xflfcabiM fnend the Editor ii indebted for many 
COTieftiont and improYements in this skcomd Edition t as alio to 
the Rev. Mr. Bowlk of Idmerfton near Sali&uiy ; to the Rev. Mr« 
CoLZ of Blcchelej near fenny-Stratford, BucJcs $ to the Rev. Mr. 
Lambs «f Noreham in Northumberland (author of a curious 
" Riftofy of C^efs.*' 1764. 9vo.} and to fomc other gentleman in 
the north* v ^ 
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tke free nfe of wliich he indulged the Editor, iii tli# 
pbliteft manner. To the Rev. Dr. BtRCH he is indebted 
for the nfe of ieveral ancient and curious trafts. ~"T6 
t&e friefidfhipof ~Mr« Johnson he owes mUny Vftlnabll^ 
hints for the condud of the work. Ah4 if the gloA 
(aries are more exad and curidus; than might be ex- 
p^6led in fo flight a publitation^ it is to be aferibed to 
the fupervifal of a ffiend, who itands at this time the 
lirft in the world for northern literattirei and wbdfe 
learning is better known and refpedted in foreign na<» 
tious, than in hisown country. Ic is perh&p^ needleft 
to name the Rev. Mr. Lye, Editor of ^ Junius's Btymo^ 
logicum and of the Gothic gofpels* 

The NAMES of fo many men of learning and tha* 
ra£ter the Editor hopes will ferve as an amulet to guard 
him from every unfavourable cenfure, for having be^ 
flowed any attention on a parcel of O t-o B a l l a d s; 
It wa^ at this requeft of many of thefe gentlemen, and 
of others eminent for their genius, and tafte, that this 
little work was undertaken. To prepare it for the preft 
has been the amufement of now and then a vacant hour 
amid the leifure and retirenient of rural life, and hath 
only ferved as a relaxation from graver (Indies. It hai 
been taken up at different times^ and often thrown 
afide for many months, during an ihterval of four Or 
five yean* This has occafioned fome inconfiftencieil 
and repetitions, which the candid reader will pardon; 
As great care has beeh taken to admit nothing immoral 
and indecent ; the Editor hope^ he need not be afhamed 
of hat^iflg belloWed fome of his idle hours on the an- 
iiient literature of our own country, or in reicning;. 
fk>m oblivion fome pieces (tho' but the amufements of 
our anceftors) which tend to place in a firiking light, 
their taile, genius, fentiihehts, or manners. ' ' "^ 

MDCCLXV. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

T O 

THESECOND EDITION. 



'TP H E favourable reception given by the Public td 
-^ this little work, in taking off a numerous im-* 
pl^ffion in a ihort time, has made it incumbent on the 
Editor to render it lefs unworthy their acceptance* 
He has therefore^ in this second edition% corrected 
fiich miftakes as he had detected in the first ; he 
hasal(b inferted fuch further lUuHrations as had eithei* 
^courted to*hint&ff or his friends ; ']|e JMiih girrn a 
jnew Arratrgement tff ihm&hw pieces, -ivhi«h did nioc 
iftatfd before' in yhe, order of- tinwj; and'h^kasnaiet.with 
more perfa6)t or miot^e ancientodpiQ^^f ib^.^f .the 
others. He determined with himfelf not to admit any 
additional poems, and he thinks he ihall hardly be 
deemed to have departed from his refolution, by adding 
three finall fonnets^ which had a particular refer- 
ence to others before inferted. The principal alter- 
ations will be found in the KssArs^ which later dlfco- 
reries have enabled him to improve : particularly the 
£rft On the ancient minstrels : This he has al- 
moil entirely new- written, in confequence of (bme con- 
fiderable information, which has lately occurred to hia 
on this fttbje£k. 



MDCCLXVL 



Vol: I, 



* * 



• - - . * 



1^ The larger notes and illustrations belong* 
ing to the following essay, not to incumber the 
pages, are thrown together to the end, and are refer- 
red to by the capital letters (A.) (B.) kc. 
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AKGIENT ENGLISH MINSTRELS, 



1. TTHE minstrels (A) were an ordct of* nicri 
^ in tlie middle ag08» who united the arts of^ 
fdetry and mufic» and fung verfes to the harp of their 
own compoiing^ They alfo appear to have accompa- 
nied their fongs with mimicry aiid . adion ; and to 
have pradifcd luch various means of diverting as were 
much admired in thofe rude times^ and fupplied the 
Want of more refined entertainments (B). Thefe arts 
rendered them extremely popular and acceptable in 
this and all the neighbouring countries ; where no 
high fcene of feftivity was efteemed complete, that 
was not fet off with the exercife of their talents j and 
where, fo long as the fpirit of chivalry fubflfted, * they 
were prote^ed and careffed, becaufe their ioti^^ tended 
to do honour to the ruling pdffion of thi times, and to 
encourage and foment a martial fpirit. 

The MINSTRELS fecm to have been the gentrind 
focceffors of the ancient bar^ds (C), who under dif- 
ferent names were, admired and revered, from the 
carlieft ages, among the' people of Gasrl, Britaini Ire- 
land and the North ; and indeed by almoft all the firft 
inhabitants of Europe, whether of Celtic or Gothic 
race* ; but by none more, than by our own Teutonic 
a 2 anceiiors, 

• VU. Pelioutier Hiit, dcs Celtcs. toin^ ;, 1. a, c. 6vlo. 
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anceftorsfy particnlarly by all the Danifh tribes ||. By 
theie they were diilingtii(h«^ by the name of scalds, 
a word which denotes ** Smoothers and Poliihers of 
language §''. The origin .of their art was attribated 
to t^DiN or WopBN» the father of their Gods; and 
the profefTors of it were h€ld in the higheft eftimation. 
Their (kill was coniidered as fomething divine ; their 
perfons were dttjjmd-h^rtds tl^ir attendance was fo- 
ucited by kings ; and they were every where loaded 
with honours and rewards. In fhort. poets and their 
j^t were 4ield iamong them in that j-ude admiration, 
which is ever ihown by an ignorant people to fuch as 
excel them in intelledual accomplifhments (D), 

A» theie honoucs were pai4 ^ Poet]i[y and Sofg, 
ttpm the earlieft 4imes, in thbCe countries which our 
.^nglo-Saxoa ^ukeflors^ uihabited hefo^ ^ir removal 
into Britain* we may J-elfonah^y conclude, that they 
would not lay afide all their rqgacdUbr fnen of this 
ibrt imfnedmeiy on ^^ittiiig theu* German forefts. 
At JeaK-fo loi^ as-they retained their ancient manners 
and 9ptnion|, tl^y would .fiill hold .them in high efti- 
. nation. But as tne Saxons, iboA lifter their e^ibliih- 
.mentm this iiland, viete converted to Chriflianity ;, in 
|ux>portion as literature: prevailed among them^ liiis 
jLude admiratidn would o^n to abate ; and Poetry 
would be no longer a .pequliar ;i>r6feilIion. Thus the 
YOST and the iixnstix early with 4)s:becs^me two^per* 
Ions (£). Poetiy was cultivated by men of letters in- 
difcriminatelv-; .and.many of the moll popular rhiipes 
firece compokid amidil the leifure and retirement of 

monafteries. 

•f* Tacit. de.Mor. Germ. cap. 2. 

I Vid. BardidUn. de Ca»£« coatoB^^tm t Danis mordt. lib. i . 

«itp, lo.— -^Worviij Literatara Runic, ad finein. < See altb <* A 

** DefcnDtion Qf the Manners, CoAomi, tec. of the anciaat Danes 

" and omer northern jnationti from the French of M. Mallet.^* 

•a^tel. Svo. 

4 Torfaefi Praefat. ad Oread. Hift««-Prcf, to *' Fivt piccti of 
•« Runic PoeOy." *c. 



ANCIERrtC ENGLISH KHNSTFJELS. wi 

BKMiaArneft. Bat the Mii^hvla cotttiniied » diMnf^ 
Older o£ men for many ages after the: Norman oon* 
queft ; and got their Uvelihood.by ii&guig.rerfc^ to tb«. 
harp at the honfes of the great.. There thev wem ftiU: 
hofpitably.and MsfpeftfttUy. recetred, and retained mukf, 
of the. hofioars.iheim to;tfaeih predficeObrs the »A«.oa 
a&d SCALDS (E). Aiid. tfao/, aa their art declinffdc 
fame of them only recited) the^oompofitiioal of otbersf. 
manv of them fttil compofftd fongs themfebies, and aUr 
of them could. pr^baUy invent a few. Aan^na on occar 
fiott*. I have nodo^bt but moil o£ the old heracBal** 
lads in thssoollj^on weris.compofed. by. ^is cMrdf r-of 
men. F^ altho^ Tom^ of thie larger nMCrical Rommicet, 
might come from the pea of the^ monks or ochers, yyet 
the: fmaller narratives were probably oompofed. by thai 
MinftrelSt whofang' them. Frpm theamazing rafiar 
ttms wHcji oscvoi in difflarent copies of thefeold: 
pieciss^ it:iteyadiint they made no.icruple4io alfer eiN^ 
othens prodnffioas ;. ajidithe reciter addedi.or omitted.' 
whole ftanzas:' ac:oordii>g tx> his own fancy or cosKenir^ 
epce. 

lit the ^irly ages^. as. was hinted diort^ the proft^ 
fion of oral itinerant Poet was held in the utoioft. re- 
verence among! all the DaniQi tribes ; and. therefore 
we might Have concluded, that it was not mtkiiowft or' 
onrefjpeft^ among dirir Saxon brethren in Britain*. 
tmai if Hiftory hadj been altogether fil^nt on. this fnb^' 
jcd. The original. country of onr An^OrSaxon Aft« 
oeftors is well Koowa to have lien chiefly in the dm- 
hricChaifettcfe, in the tra£b of landiince difiinguifii* 
el by the names of Jutland^ Angelen, and Holftein*^. 
The Jutes and Angles in particular, who compofed 
t^iro thirds of the.conc^tterors.of Britain, were a Daniih 

a 3 people, 

* Vid. duttmc Saaon. > Oibfi>n. p. is, 13.. 4to.— Bed. Hift. 
SccleC a Smhk. Ulk i.. c ic.r-^'^ Ealosbks [Reghimfif, Sax^ 
mum] M cmr^U* CMriae Cberfntefi, Holfatiam profrie diBamy Ditb» 
mmrfUm, Stormanam, et ff^ngfiam comf>h&vns, Afuiot* la Bedt a 
South, p. |x« £t vkL CamdMi Britsn. 
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people, and itheir coantry at this dajr beloags to tiro 
crown of Denmark * ; fo that when the Danes again 
infefted England, three or four hundred years after^ 
they made war on the defcendents of their own anccn 
ftors t« From this near affinity we mi^ht expeft to 
difcovcr a ftrong refemblance between Doth nations 
in their cufloais, -manners, and even language ; and • 
itt f aft we find them to differ no more, than would 
naturally happen between a parent country and its 
own colonies, that had been fevered in a rude unci-r 
vilifed ftate, and had dropt all intercourfe for three or 
four centuries. Efpecially if we reflect, that the co- 
lony here fettled had adopted a new Religion, extreme-r * 
ly oppofite in all refpeds to the ancient Paganifm of 
the mother-country ; and that even at firft, along ' 
with the original Angli, had been incorporated a large 
mixture of 6axons from the neighbouring parts of" 
Germany ; as afterwards, among the Daniih invaders, 
had come valt multitudes of adventurers from the more • 
northern parts of Scandinavia. . But all thefe were our*, 
ly different tribes of the fame common Teutonic Stock, . 
and fpoke only different dialefts of the fame Gothic 
Language. 

• From this famenefs of original and fim'ilarity of. 
manners, we might juflly have wondered, if a charac- 
ter fo dignified and dillinguifhed among the ancient 
Danes, as the ScALDor Bard, had been totally un- 
known or unregarded in this fifler nation. And in- 
deed this argument is fo ftrong, and, at the fame 
time, the early annals of the Anglo-Saxons are fo 
fcanty anddefedlive (G), that no objections from their- 
filence could be fufficient to overthrow it. For if thefe 
popular bards were confeffedly revered and admired, 

. ♦ AngUa J^etus, bodle etlam AngUn, fitM eft inter Saxones et Gious 
[yutcsl bahens opp'idum caftitale, . • . SUftuUk* Ethelwerd. lib. i. 

^ -f See *' Defcript. of the Manners, Sec, of the suicient Danes.*' 
Vol. L pag. 7, 8. i^S'^r— ^59* a6o, tJBu 
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* • * . 

in tliofe very countries which the Anglo-Saxons inha- 
bited before their removal in to Britain ; and if they were 
afterwards common and numeroos among their own de- 
fcendents* here after the Norman Conqneft, what could 
have become'of them in the intermediate time? Can we 
do otherwife than conclude, that this order of men itill 
fubfiiled here, though perhaps with lefs fplendour than 
in the North ; and that there never was wanting a 
fucceffion of them to hand down the art, though fome 
particular conjundures may h&ve rendered it more re- 
ipe&able at one time than another ? And this was 
really the cafe. For though much greater honours 
feem to have been heaped upon the northern Scalds, 
in whom the charaders of hiftorian, genealogifty poet, 
and muiician were all united, than appear to have 
been paid to the Minstrels and Harpers (H) of 
the Anglo-Saxons, whofe talents were chiefly calcu- 
lated to entertain and divert ; while the Scalds pro- 
feffed to inform and inftru£t, and were at once the 
moralifts and theologues of their Pagan countrymen : 
yet the Anglo-Saxon Minftrels continued to poflefs no 
fmall portion of public favour ; and the arts they pro- 
fefled were fo extremely acceptable to our anceftor^, 
that the word which peculiarly denoted their art, con« 
tinues dill in our language to be of all others the moft 
expreffive of that popular mirth and jollity, that flroi^g 
fenfation of delight, which is felt by unpoUihed and 
firople minds (!)» 

II. Having premifed thefe general confidetations, I 
fliall now. proceed to colled from hifiory fuch particu- 
lar incidents as ^occur on this fubjed ; and whether 
the fads themfelves are true or not, they are related 
by authors who- lived too liear the Saxon tiWes, apd 
had before them too many recent monuments of the 
Anglo-Saxon nation, not to know what was conform- 
able to th£ gepius and manner? of that people s and 
therefore we may prefume, that their relations prove 

.. »+ at 
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it Kflff Ah ixl^h^e o# thife cuOoms sn^ hkbki tJ^ at* 
^tbttte to onr fbil^ef;£th^r» before the conqu^A, what^ 
ei)^ b^bmes of th^ j^mtictthr incidents and eVenta 
iheihi^lveis* If thhr ee adn^tted, w^ ihaU aof want 
fu^cient proofs to ftitw, thai MkiAreHy zadSong wei% 
pot extindl among tKe Anglo^S^ons^j. and^thstt the ptoV 
feffor of them here, if i^t qtite (o rej^^able aC peHoB^ 
itge afi tHePanlHf Scald) was >^ Uglily faVoiiredand proM- 
te^£(ed,dtidcontiniiedfHltt^<niOy^confl^i^lepjrk^^ 
. Even it) earl^ as the firfl inra^n of Brkastii b]r the 
Saxons; an ihcidl^t is' recorded to haw happened^ 
l^hicH if true, fhews that die Minftrel of iBerd was aot 
iinkhoWn among this people $ atid that their princes 
themfelvi^s coald Upon occa^on afTume that cbarailer« 
Colgrin, fon of that Ella who was ele£t^d king cEr 
}isader of the Saxons in the room of Hdnrift *» waa 
fhat up in York, and clofelj befieged by Arthur and 
his Britons, Baldnlph, brother of Colgrin, wanted fea 
l^in atcefs to him, and to apprize him of .a reiiifbroe-e 
ihent which was coming from Germany. He had no 
ether way to accompliib his defign, bat to afluitie the 
charafler of a Minstrel. He thevefbre (haved bis 
head and beard, and dreffing himfelf in the habit of 
that profeffion, took his harp in his hand. In this dif* 

iraife, he walked up aiid down the trenches without 
ufpicion, playing ^11 the while upon his inftrament^ 
as an Harper. By little and little he adTanced near 
to the walls of the city, and making himfelf known 
to the centinels, was in the night drawn up by a rope« 
Thoojgh the above fa£l comes only from the fufpi- 
cions pen of GeoiFry of Monmouth (K), the iudicious 
reader will not too haftily rejeft it ; becaufe if fuch a 
fad really happened, it could only be known to bs 
through the medium of the Britilh writers : for the 
Jirft Saxons, a martial but unlettered people, had iio 
Jiiflenans of their own ; and Geoffry, with ail his fa- 
bles, 

• 8«e Rapin's Hift, (by Tindal, fol. 173*. Vol. I. p. 36.) wh« 
|iap<M the xjicidcnt here related under the year 495. 
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bl»» is allowed' to bave recorded many trae e^cnts^ 
that have efcaped other annalifls. 

We do not however want inftances of a left fkbuloas 
flera» and more indubitable authority : for later Hiftoiv 
a^rds us two remarkable fads (L)^» which! think 
clearly fliow, that the fame arts of poetry and fong» 
which were (b much admired among the Danes, were- 
bgr no means unknown or negleded in this filter ira« 
tion ; and tfiafi the privileges and honours which were 
io lavilhty bellowed upon the northern Scalds, were 
not wholly widi-held from the Anglo-Saxon Mik* 

STRBLS. 

dor great King Alfred, who is exjprefUy faid to 
liave excelled in mu6c t» being denrous to learn 
the true fituation of the Danifh army, which had in« 
vaded his realm, aflumed the dick and charader of m 
Mii^sTitiL (M) ; when, takine his harp, and one of 
the moft trufty of his friends, mfguifed as a fervant t 
|for in the early times it was not unufnal for a Min« 
ftrcl to have a ferVant to cari^ his harp), he went with 
the Qtmofl fecurity into the Danifh camp : and though 
^e could not but be known to be a Saxon by his dia- 
led, die charader he had aflhmed procured him a ho-* 
(pitable reception. He was admitted to entertain the 
lung at table, and (laid among them long enough to 
contrive diat afianlt, which afterwards de^yed mem. 
This was in the year 878. 

About fixty years after ^, a Dani& king made nfe 
of the fame diiguife to explore the camp of our kinc^ 
Athelftan. With his harp in his hand, and dreifed 
like a Minstrel (N), Anlaff king of the Danes went 
among the Saxon tents ; and taking his ftand near the 
Jdng^s pavilion, began to play, and was immediately 
admitted* There he entertained Athelftan and his 
)ords with his ^finging and his mnfiCt and was at 

length 

f By Bale and Sfklman, See Koti (M}, { Vid, Note (M). 
• t Anno 93s* Vid* Rapini ^c« 
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length difmifled with an honourable reward^ thougli 
his fohgs muft have difcovered him to have been a 
Dane (O). • Athelftan was faved from the confe- 
quences of this flratagem by a foldier, who had ob- 
ferved Anlaff bury the money wliich had been given 
him, either from fomc fcruple of honour or motive of 
fiiperflition. This occafioned a difcovery. 

Now, if the Saxons had not been accaftomed to have 
Minstrels of their own, Alfred's afluming fo new 
and unufual a character, would have excited fttijpicions 
among the Danes. On the other hand, if it had not 
been cuftomary with the Saxons to fhew favour and re- 
{pe&. to the Daniih Scalds, AnlaiF would not have 
ventured himfelf among them, efpecially on the eve of 
^ battle (P). From the uniform procedure then of both 
thefe kings, we may fairly conclude, that the fame 
mode of entertainment preiyailed among both people, 
and that the Minstrel was a privileged character 
with each. 

But if thefe fads had never exifted, it can be proved 
from undoubted records, that the Minftrel was a regular 
and Hated officer in the cpurt of our Anglo-Saxon kings : 
for in Doomefday book, peculator Regis, the king's 
MiNSTREL,is exprcf/ mentioned in Gloucefterftiire ; in 
which county it Iboujd feem that he had lands aA 
£gned him for his maintenance (Q^)* 

III. We have now brought the inquirv down to the 
Norman conqueft : and as the Normans had been a late 
colony from Norway and Denmark, where the Scald* 
had arrived to the higheft pitch of credit before Rollo's 
expedition into France, we cannot doubt but this ad*^ 
venturer, like the other northern princes, had many of 
thefe men in his train, who fettled with him in his new 
duchy of Normandy, and left behind them fuccelTors 
in their art : So that, when his defcendant, William 
the Bastard, invaded this kingdom in the following 

century. 
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century*, that mode of entertainment could not but be 
ftill familiar with the Normans. And that this is not 
mere conjedure, wiH appear from a remarkable fa£t, 
which fhew that the arts of Poetry and Song were ftili 
as reputable among the Normans in France, as they had 
been among their anceftorss in the north ; and that the 
profeffion of minstrel, like that of scald, was ftill 
afpired to by the mod gallant foldiers. In William's 
army was a valiant warrior, named Taillefer, who 
was diftinguifhed nolefs for the minftreUarts (R), thatt 
for his courage and increptdity. This man a&ed leave 
of his commander to begin the onfet, and obtained it* 
He accordingly advanced before the army, and with a 
loud voice animated his countrymen with fongs in praifr 
of Charlemagne and Roland, and other heroes of 
France ; then rufhing among the thickeft of the 
Engliih, and valiantly fighting, loft his life. 

hideed the Normans were fo early diftinguiihed for 
their minftrel talents, tliat an eminent French writer (S) 
makes no fcruple to refer to them the origin of all mo^ 
t>£RN POETRY, and fhews, that they were celebrated 
for their Songs above a century before the trouba- 
dours of Provence, who are fuppofe4 to have led the 
way to the poets of Italy, France, and Spain. 

We fee then that the Norman conqueil was, rather 
likely to favour the eflablifhment of the minflrel profef- 
fion in this kingdom, than to fupprefs it : and we may 
even conclude, that, after that period, this order of 
meii would grow into more favour and repute; and 
the profeffion itfelf acquire new privileges (T). 

r IV. After the Norman conqueil: I have not met 
i^ith any very particular faft concerning the MiN' 
5TRELS, till we come down to the reign of Richard the 

ilrft: 

• Rollo was invefted in his new duchy of Normandy, A, D. 91 «• 
'William invaded England, A. D. io66» 
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firft: and: under film their profeffion feem» to liave re^ 
vived with additional fplendor. Richard, who waa 
the great reftorer and hero of Chivalry, was alfo. tfaft 
diflingniihed patron of Poets and Minibvla : Re waa 
himfelf of their number, and fome of his verfes ars 
ffiU extant *. As the Proven9aI Bards were in. hia 
time in high requefl for the foftnefs of their huiguags^ 
and die fuperior elegance of their compofidons, Si^ 
thard invited multitudes of them to his court, where 
lie loaded thiem with honours and rewards : and theyia 
yetorn celebrated him as the mod accomplifhed. mo* 
aarch in the world (U). The diitindion and refpeA 
which Richard ihowed , to men of this profeffioo* al» 
though his favours were chiefly heaped upon foreign^ 
m, could not but recommend the profeffion itfelf a« 
nong his own fubje£U : and therefore we may coit^ 
dude, that Engliifa Minftrelfy would, in a peculiar 
snanner, flouriih in his time : and probably it is fix>m 
liiia sera, that we are to date that remarlcable inter*- 
community and exchange of each other's compofidons» 
which we difcover to have taken place at fome early 
period between the Fmich and Englifit' Miiiftrel»: 
tlie fame fet of phrafes, the fame fpecies of dbacadsn^ 
incidents, and adventures, and ofteuthe fame identical 
llories, being found in the old metrical Romances of 
both nations (V). 

The diftingui^ed iervice which Richard received 
from one of his Minftrels, in reletting him from hia 
cmei and tedious captivity^ is a remarkable faA^ 
which ought to be recorded for tke honour of poets 
and their art. This fad has lately been refcued from 
oblivion, and given to the world in very elegant lan- 
guage 

• Sec a curious Provencal Song of his in Mr. W At folk's Cata« 
logue of Royal Authors, Vol. I. p. 5. This, fo far as I can un- 
iderftaad it, feems not to be deftitute of pathetic and fefitijn«stal 
%eauttc». 
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sprage hy an ingenious hidy *. I fhall here pradnce u 
.more antiquated relation of tlie fasie event, in thii 
words of an old negiefted compiler f. 

The Englifhmen were more than a whole yesLrt, 

withont hearing anv tydings of their king, or in 

'*^. wkat place he was kept prifoner. He had trained 

'** .ttp in his court a Ryiabr or Minstrel, called 

'« Blow DELL db Nesle : who (faidi the Maonfcript 

** of old Poefies $> and an auncient ACanufbript Frenck 

'*' Chronicle) beii^ fi> long without the light of hit 

'** lardy his life feenwd wearifome to him, and he be- 

'^^.came confounded with melancholy* Knowne it 

*' was, that he came backe from the Holy Land: bitt 

'.** none could tell in what conntrey he arrived. 

'" Whereupon this/Bhrndel, refblving to make ieardk 

" for him in. many cooatieys, but he would hear 

fi>me news of him ; after expence of divers «layes iti 

.travaile, he. came to a towne.|| by .good hap, nectc 

*' to the caitell where his maiiler king Richard ^vas 

kept. Of his Jioft. ke demanded, to: whom the ca- 

ftell appertained, and the hod cold him, that it be-^ 

longed'to the duke of Auilria. Then he enquired 

** whether there were any prifoners therein detained 

- ** car 

* (Fran ti&efeca^h of Vn£d, Vauc nitres Recati/, &c») S«e 
** Micclludeiin pruie and 'verfe; by Anna Williams. Lond. 
2766." 4to. p. 46. 'It will excite the Reader's admiration to be 
informed, that mdft of the pieces of this Coll^SliOQ were compoied 
vnder the di&dvantage Of t total deprivation of S i g h t . 

■j- Monf. Favini's 'Theatre of Honour and Knighthood, tranf- 
'lated^from the Ff«ach. Xtdad* 16^3* fol. Tom. II. p. 49. 

% This the author calls in another place, '^ An ancient MS> of 

** old Poefies, written about thofe very times.'* Frdlh this MS. 

Favine {ives a curioiu aceoont of the' taking of Richafd b/the dujce 
of Auftria, who fold hin to the emperor. As for the MS. chro- 
^Aicle, it is evidently the fame that fupplied Faucmbt with thit 
'ftory. See hit Recit^ 4e fOrfgiife df h Lapgue & Poefie Fran^oiff, 
Rymt/& Remans, &c. Par, 1581. 

I TiiBAtis.— — " RetruJi turn pr^ctplttn Trihallhs a f»o ear* 
ten nuflus dnti dm ifin fxpviu^* Xat. chron. of Otho of Au0ri» ; 
apvdFavia, 
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•^* or'no : for alwayes he made fucH fecret queftionia^ 
**. wherefoever he came. And the hoft made anAver, 
" there was only one prifoner, but he knew not what 
,** he was, ami yet he had bin detained there ittore 
*' than the fpace of one yeare. When Blondel heard 
*^ this, he wrought fuch meanes, that he becaxne - ao- 
*' quainted with them of the cailell, as Minstrels 

*^ DOK EASILY WIN ACQUAINTANCE ANY WHERE! 

f^ but fee the king he could not, Neither underftand 

. *^ that it was he. One day he fat dire£kly before^ a 

*^ window of the caftell» where king Richard was kept 

** prifoner, and began to fing a ibng in French, which 

*^ king Richard and Blondel had fbme time compofed 

/^ together. When king Richard heard the fong, he 

.*' knew it was Blondel that fung it : and when Blondel 

->' paufed at half of the fong, the king * began 

.*^ THE OTHER HALF AND COMPLETED IT *. ThttS 

** Blondel won knowledge of the king his maifter, and 
returning home into England, made the barons Of 
the conntrie acquainted where the king was«" This 
happened about the year 1193. 

The next memorable event, which I find in hiHory 
concerning the MinHrels, is alfo much to their credit ; 
and this was their refcuing one of the great Earls of 
Chefter when befieged by the Welih. This happened 
in the reign of K. John *; and is related as follows : 

*• Hugh the firft Earl of Chefter, in his charter of 
foundation of St. Werburg's abbey in that city, had 
granted fqch a privilege to thofe, who ihould come to 
Chefter fair, that they ihould not be then apprehended 
for theft or any other mifdemeanor, except the crime 

were 

* I give this paifage from M. FAtrcniT ; as thvEftglifli tranflator 
«>f M. Favine*s book appeared here to have miftaken the -original : 
which is, Et quant Blondel ot diSi la moitie de la Chanfoft, U Rty 
Hicbart fiprlfi a dire r autre moitie et Pacbcva, Fauch. Rec. /••9^«- 

• Vid. Dugdale (Baronage, vol. i. p. 42. loi.) who places it af- 
ter the 13th year of K. Joh. Anao Dom. z»j2.-— See alfo Camden's 
Brit. Plotfs Staffurdih. &c. 
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were committed dniing the fair. This fpecial protec* 
tion caufed maltitndes of loofe and diforderly people 
to rcfort to that fair ; whidh afterwards proved of fig^ 
nal benefit to one of his fuccefibrs. For Ranulph the 
lafi Earl of Chefter, marching into Wales with a (len- 
der attendance, was conftrained to retire to his caftle 
of Rothelan or Rhnydland ;' in which he was Itraight- 
ly befieged by the WdlCh. " Finding himfelf hard pref. 
fed, he contrived to give notice of his danger to Lord 
Roger (or John) de Lacy, Conftable of Chefter, who 
making nfe of the Minstrels then ailembled at 
Chefter fair : Thefe men, like fo many Tyrtaeus's, by 
their Mufic and their Songs fo allured and infpirited 
the multitudes of loofe and lawlefs perfbns then 
brought together, that they refolutely marched againft 
theWelfh: Hugh de Dntten, a gallant youth, who 
was fteward to Lacy, putting himfelf at their 
head. The Welfh alarmed at the approach of this rab- 
ble, fuppofing them to be a regular body of armed and 
difciplined veterans, inftantly raifed the fiege and re- 
tired." 

For this good fervice, Ranulph granted to. the Lacies 
by charter a peculiar patronage over men of this fort : 
who devolved the fame again upon Dutton and his 
heirs]:. And the minstrels his affiftants, enjoyed 
for many ages peculiar honours and privileges under 
the defcendants of that family. For even fo late- as 
the reign of Elizabeth, when this profeffion had fallen 
into fuch difcredit, that it was confidered in law ss a 
nuifance, the Minftrels under the protedion of the 
family of Dutton, are exprefsly excepted out of all 
a£b of parliament made for their fuppreffion ; and h^ve 
continued to be fo excepted ever fince (W). 

The ceremonies attending the exercife of this jurif- 
did^ion, are thus defcribed by Dugdale as handed 
down to his time, viz. " That at Midfummer fair, 

** all 

} See a very curious ancient record, upon this fubje^, in Blount*f 
LawDiAionary, 1717. fol. (article MXMSTRiL.) 
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** all the miiiftrels of that country xtfoxtin^ tOkClicftef# 
'* do attend the heir of Dutton, fro;n..hi8jo!d^iQg.to 
<* St. John's church (he being then acco^panieifjb/ 
many gentleman of the countrey) onejof * ,^m 
minftifels' walking before him in a^forceat of .^ia 
arms ikpided on taffata ; the reft of .his fellcyv^s 
proceeding two and two, and playing, on ^their (hv,c-» 
ral forts of mufical inArum^nts. And -after .^yme 
fervice * W ended, * they' give the ;like attendance 
on him .back to his lodging; where Ta.cQurt being* 
kept by his [Mr. Dutton'tJ Steward, and.dl tihe 
Minstrels formally called;. c;ertain . jnrtlers .apd 
laws are n&ally made for the better. goverrnneiit^of 
that Society, with Penalties ,to ^thpfe .who Jh^ 
** tranfgrefs them." 

To refume the thread of this flight 'hifiary,; in .{he 
reign of Edward I. (fevere as that nionarch.was in f^x- 
tirpating the Bards, of' Wales), a iyf yx^TiTUjuB op M^fNo 
sTRELs are exprefsly mentioned to ,hav!ej;iv^n, their 
attendance in. his court at the foIemn.aCl ol:kmjghti,ng 
his fon (X) : and under the reign of his fon, • fuch ex- 
teniiveipriTileges werie claimed by thtfe.m(?n, and by 
diflblttte perfons ailnming their character/ tJuMt be* 
came a matter of public grievance, and.was Qpliged 
to be reformed by an exprefs regulation dn the year 
13 M (Y). Notiyithftanding which/. an inj^ld^nt is 
recorded in the enfuing year, which jihows thatlMi^- 
STRESS ftill retained the liberty of entering at. will in- 
.to the royal prefence, and hstid (bmething 'peculiarly 
fplendid in their drefs. It is thus related, by ..Stow (2). 
''In the year 1316, Edward the fecondjidiiblfm- 
** fflize his feaft of Pentecoft at W^ftminfter, i^ the great 
** hall: where . fitting royally at th^ table! with, Hi a 
** peers ^ about him, there entered a.^yom;^ln adorns d 
** tiKB 'A Minstrel, fitting on a.gre^t.horfe tranped. 
** asMinstrels then useo> wha rode cQuud about 
the tables, fhewing paftime: and at length came 
up to th^ king's table, and laid before him a let- 

z •* ter^ 
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** ter, and forthwith turnliig her horfe faldted cver^ 
*^ one and departed*" — :~The fubjedt of this letter 
was a remonftranee to the king on the favours heaped 
by him on his roinions^ to the negled of his knights 
and faithful fervants; 

It was a Minflrel who was deputed to this office, as 
one of that eharadler was Aire of gaining an eafy admit* 
tance : and a Female Minftrel was the rather chofen, I 
fuppofe, ^s mQre likely to diiarm the king's refentment : 
for there ihculd feem to have been women of this pro- 
fefiion, as well as thofe of the other fex (Aa). 

In the fourth year of Richard II. f John of Gaunt e* 
re£ted at Tutbury in Staffordfhire, a Court op Mxn-» 
STRCLS) with a full power to receive fuit and fervics 
from the men of this profeifion within five neighbour- 
ing counties, to enaSilaws, and determine their contro* 
verfies ; and to apprehend and arreft fuch of them, at 
ihottld refufe to appear at the faid court, annually held 
on the 1 6th pf Auguft. For this they had a charter by 
which they were empowered to appoint a King op 
THB Minstrels with four officers to'preiide ovet^ 
them (Bb). Thefe were every year eleded with great 
ceremony, the whole form of which is defcribed by Dri 
Plott X; in whofe time however thev appear to have loft 
their finging talents^ and to have become mere mufi-* 
cians. 

Even fo late as the reign of Henry VIII* a flatedl 
number of Minflrels were retained in all great and no-* 
ble families, as appears from the Eftabliihment of the 
Hoaihold of the then Earl op No rthvmbbra 
LAND (Cc) : and we find, that it was at that time a 
common entertainment to hear verfes recited^ or moral 
fpeeches learned for that purpofe^ by a fet of men who 
got their livelihood by repeating them, and who intru** 
ded without ceremony into all companies ; not only ia 

Vol. L b tavernt^ 

'f Anno Dom. i3$x. 

X hxft, of &uS9f&^ cfa, zo* § hfmwf^, p. 4||i SsCi 
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taverns, but in the honfes of the nobility themfclvesv 
This we learn from Erafmas, whofe argument led hint 
only to defcribe a fpecies of thefc mcii who did not 
81 NO their compositions ; bnt the others that did> en- 
joyed without doubt the fame privileges (Dd). 

The Reader will fiiid that the Minf!rels continued 
down to the reign of Elizabeth ; in whofe time they had 
loft much Of their dignity, and were finking into con- 
tempt and negledl. Yet ftill they fuftained a charac*- 
ter far fu|lerior to any thing we can conceive at prefent 
of the fingers of old ballads f. 

When Queen Elizabeth was entertained at Killing* 
worth Caftle by the Earl of Leiceftcr in 1575, among 
the many devices and pageants which were -exhibited for 
herentertainmenty one oftheperfonages introduced wa^ 
that of an ancient Minstrel, who& appearance and 
drefs are fo minutely defcribed by a writer there pre- 
lent (Ee), and give us fo diftindl an idea of the charac^ 
ter, that I fhall quote the parage at large. 

A PCRSON very meet feemcd he for the purpofe, of 
a xlv years old, apparelled partly as he would' him- 
felf. His cap off: his Head feemly rounded Tonfter*" 
wife { : fair k^nbed, that with a fponge daintily 
dipt in a little capon's greace was finely fmoothed, 
*' to make it fhine like a mallard's witrg. His beard 
fmugly lliaven : and yet his Ihirt after the new trink, 
♦* with ruffs fair ftarched, flecked and gliftering like 
a pair of new flioes, marfhalled in good order with 
** a fetting ftick, and ftrut, ^that' every ruff ftood up 
** like a wafer. A fide '[i. e. long] gown of Kendale 
** green, after the frefhnefs of the year now, gathered 
** at the neck with a narrow gorget, faftened afore with 
<* a white clafp and a keeper clofe op to the chin ; but. 
*^* eafily, for heat, to urido when he lift. Seemly be- 
girt in a red caddis -girdle : from that a pair of cap- 









•j- See Vol. 2. p. 167, &€• 

X " Tonfarc-wife,^* aftcV-'thcmanner of the -Wbnksi 
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*' ped Slieffield knives hanging a' two fides. Oat of 
<< his bofom 4rawo forth a lappet of his napkinf edg- 
** ed with a blae lace, and marked with a D for Da* 
^' mian^ for he was bat a batchelor yet. 

His gown had iide [i. e. long] fleeves down to 
mid-leg, flit from theihoulder to the hand, and lined 
^* with white cotton. Hi$ doublet-fleeves of black 
'' woriled : upon them a p^r of points of tawny cham- 
** let laced along the wrift with bloe threaden poinetst» 
*' a wealt towards the hands of £tftian-a-napes. A 
*' pair of red neather fh>cks. A pair of pnmps on his 
/^ feet, with a crofs cut at his toes for corns : not new 
^* indeed, yet cleanly blackt with foot, and fliining as 
** a (hoing horn. 

** About his neck a red ribband fnitable to his 
** girdle. His harp in good grace dependent before 
** idea. iUs WREST • tyed to a green lace and hang- 
** ing by : Under the gorget of his gown a fair flag- 
** gon chain, (pewtpr || for) silver, as a squire 
** Minstrel of Middlesex, that travelled the; 
'' country this fammer feafon, unto fair and wojihip- 
fill mens houfes. From his chain hung a fcutcheon^- 
with metal and colour, refplend ant upon his breajft^ 
of the ancient arms of Iflington." 
—'this Minftrel is defcribed as belonging to that 
village. I fo-ppofe fuch as were retained by noble fa- 
milies, wore the arms of their patrons hanging down 
by a £lver chain ad a kind of badge (. From the ex^ 

b 2 prefllon 

f 5;.e. handkerchief, or cravat. J Perhaps^ Points. 

• The key, or fcrew, with which he ttined his harp. 

H The reader will remember that this was not a real Min- 
STRtL, but only oi^e perfonating that chara£ter: his ornaments 
therefore were only fuch as outwar dly re^rcfented thofe of a real 
MinArel. 

%. As theHovsE of Northumberlai^d had anciently thbss 
Mf^sTRitj^s ^tten(llng on them in their caflles in Yorkihire, fi> 
they ftxil retain three ia their fervice ia Northuaibefland^ who 

weac 
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preilion of Squire Minstrel above, we may eotl- 
elude there were other inferior orders, as Yeomeic 
Minstrels, or the like< 

This Minflrel, the author tells ns a little below, 
*^ after three lowly courteiies, cleared bis voice with 
** a hem, . • . and wiped his lips with the hollow of 
** his hand for 'filing his napkin, tempered a firing or 
^* two with his wrest, ana after a little warbling on 
** his HARP for a prelude, came forthwith a folemft 
*^ fong, warranted tor ilory out of King Arthur*s a£ts, 
** &c.**— This fong the reader will find printed in thils 
work, volume III. pag. 25. and fome farther account 
of the date of Minftrelfy and Ballad-finging in Q^£ll- 
zabeth's reign, in Vol. 11. p. 166, &c. 

Towards die end of the fixteenth centunr this claft 
of men had loft all credit, and were funk fo low iti 
the public opinion, that in the 39th year of Elizabeth*, 
a ftatute was paffed by which '^ Mtnftrels, wandering 
** abroad,*' were included among " rogues, vaga- 
** bonds, and fturdy beggars," and were adjudged to 
be pttnifbed as fuch. This ad feems to have put an 
end to the profeffion, for ^fter this time they are no 
lonecr mentioned* 

^ V, I 

I 

wear the badge of the family, (a srtvEH c»is6in-t 011 the 
right arm) and are thus diihibuted; via. One for the barony of 
Prudhoc, and Two.for the barony of Rothbury. Thefe. attend the 
court Icets and fairs held for the Lord, and pay their annual fuit ani 
Icrvicc 7t Alnwick caftle j their inftrument being the ancient North- 
umberland bag-pipe (^very different in form and execution from that 
of t^K Scots; being 6nalkr; and Mown, not with the breath, but 
with aixnail pair of bcllaws). 

This, with many other venerable cuftoms of the ancient Eakxis of 
Ko»THVM»ERLANDhas been revived by thofe, who, at prefent, whh 
{o much Inftre and dignity, inherit the honours of that noble Houfe j 
who, to all the great qualities of their predeceflbrs, unite the utmoft 
foodncfs and condefcenfion ; and with whom the flighleft talents, and 
bumblcft efforts to pleafc, are fure not to pafs unrzwardbd. 

♦ Ani»J3dm. 1597. Vi<r. Pult. Stot. p. rixo, J9« fliar. 
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V. I CANNOT conclude this account of the ancient 
M1NSTKEL89 without remarking that they are naoft of 
ihem reprefented to have been of rhe North. There 
is hardly an ancient Ballad or Romance^ wherein a 
MinHrel or Harper appears, bat he is charaAerized by 
way of eminence to have been ** of the North 
•* Country B t • *' and indeed the prevalence of the 
Northern dia1e£i in fuch kind of poemS, fhews that 
this reprefcntation is real. The reafon of which feems 
to be this ; the civilizing of nations has begun from 
the South : the North would therefore be the lad civi- 
lized* and the old manners would longeft fubfiil there. 
With the manners, the old poetry that painted thefe 
manners would remain likewife ; and in proportion as 
.their boundaries became more contradled, and their 
neighbours refined, the poetry cf thofe rude men 
would be more diflindily peculiar, and that peculiarity 
more ftrikingly remarked. 

The Reader will obferve in the more ancient ballads 
^f this colledlion, a caft of flyle and meafure very dif- 
ferent from that of contemporary poets of a higher 
clafs : many phraies and idioms, which the MinftreU 
feem to have appropriated to themfelves, and a very 
remarkable licence of varying th^ accent of words at 
pleafure, in order to humour the flow of the verfe, par« 
.ticularly in the rhimes ; as 

Countrie harper hattel morning 

Ladie fi'ng^r damsel lo^ng^ 

inftead of country^ l^dy^ harper^ stng^i &c.— -This lir 
berty is but fparingly afTumed by the clafllcal poets of 
the fame age ; or even by the latter compofers of He- 
roical Ballads : I mean by fuch as profefledly wrote for 
the prefs. For it is to be obferved, that fo long as the 
Minflrels fubAfted^they feem never to have defigned their 
rhimes for literary publication, and probably never 
fo^mitted them to writing themfelves : what copies are 

prcferved 

Se^ p« 68, (91 of this ?oU ^r« 
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preferred of them were dc^btlejs taken diywn froth tfiiir 
snooths. But as the old Minftrels gradoallv wore ont^ 
a new race of Baliad^writers fucceeded, an inferior fof'l 
of minor poets, who wrote narrative fongs merely fol* 
the prefs. Inilances of both may be fotiind in. the reigii 
of Elizabeth. The two lateft pieces in the genuine 
Ibain of the old Minflrelfy that I can difcover, are Nd^ 
III. and IV. of Book III. in this volume. Lower thit!^ 
thefe I cannot trace the old mode of writing. 

The old Minftrel-ballads are in the northern diaie6l^ 
abound with antique words and pbrafes, ate extretifiel}^ 
ancorred, acd run into the utmoft licence of metre ; 
they have alfo a romantic wildnefs» a|id are in the tru6 
fpirit of chivalry. — The other fort are written in cXt 
ai^r meafure, have a low or fubordinate correl^nefs, 
ibmetinies bordering on the infipid, yet often well ad- 
apted to the pathetic ; thefe are generally in the footh- 
crn diale£l» exhibit a more modem phrafeology, and 
arc commonly defcriptive of more modern manners.—- 
To be fenfible of the difference between them, let th* 
Keader compare in this volume No. III. of 3t)ok III« 
with No. X. of Book II. 

Tot^ards the end of Queen Elizabeth's reign, (as U 
mentioned above), the genuine old Minftreliy feem!} t0 
have been extind, and thenceforth the Ballads that w^tb 
produced were wholly of the latter kind, and th&fh 
came forth in fuch abundance, that in the rfeign of 

James I. they began to be collected into little mifcel- 
anies, under the name of Garlands, and atl&hgtdl 
to be written purpofely for fuch i^olIedUons (Ff }. 
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIpNS 

REFERRED TO IN THE 

FOREGOING ESSAY. 

(A) The Minstrels, &c.] The v/ori Mtn/rel doei 
not appear to have been in ufe here before the Norman 
conqueft ; but at what particular period it was takea 
up I have not difcovered, nor yet whether it was coin« 
ed in England or France : though I am inclined to 
think the latter ; where this chara^er was called Afr- 
nefirelf Meneftriery &c. which' was latinized by the 
Monks, &c, Miniftillusy Miniftrellus, Miniftrallus^ Mi'- 
nefterellusi &c. [Vid. GlofT. Du Cange & Sapplem.] 

Menage derives the French words above mentioned 
from Miniftmalis or Minifteriarius^ barbarous Latia 
terms, ufed in the middle ages to exprefs a Workman 
or Artificer (ilill called in Languedoc Mimftral) as if 
thefe men were ftyled Artificers or Performer^ 
by way of excellence [Vid. Didion. Etym.] Bat the 
origin of the name is given perhaps more truly by Da 
Cange. ** Mi»istelli .; . . . quos vulgo Meneftreux yel 
** Meneftriers appellamus, quod mlnoribus aulas Miniftrh 
" accenferentur," [Gloff. lY. p. 769.] Accordingly, 
he fays, the word ** Minifter^* is lometimes ufed " pro 
Minijtellusy" and produces an inftance which I.ihall 
infert at large in tlie next paragraph. 

Although one of thefe I take to be the true etymo- 
logy, yet Junius's conjecture deferves mention, who 
fuppofes the word Minstrel to be of Engliih ori- 
gioy and deduces it from our old Englifli or Saxon 
name for a cathedral, Minster. ** I// proprie Min- 
ftrcls JiSi fuerint qui in Cafhedralihus Ecchjiis infemjie^ 

hunt cboro Deumjugi cantu celebrantium Fortajfe qtto^ 

JfUi Cambro^Britamtis pari modo Cler di£iijjtia^ Mufici s ex 
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MO ttimfe Cleriei cwterf cetperunt in Ecclefiis*** (Et/in. 
\ng> I That the Minfireh fpmecuncs ^ffifted at (Uviiio 
ferviccy appears from the record of the 9th of £dw. IV. 
quoted by the ingeniou^. Author of the Qbrervations on 
the Ancient Statutes, &c. r4to. 2d edit. 1766. p. 273.] 
by which '' fialiday» CliiFe, Marihall, and others are 
ere£ied into a Gild or Fraternity ; to which 9ertaia 
Women are likewife aflbciated. £y part of t^is re<- 
f ord i^ is recited to be their duty to fing in the king's 
fhapely. and particularly for the departed fouls of thq 
^.ing and qi^een when they fljajl dye, &c."-— The 
fame alfo appears frpm the paiTage in Du Cange, air 
Juded to above. '^ Mjnister . . . nro Minijieflus Jo- 
** culator. •-r Vetus cereoaoniale MS. B.M. deauratae 
** Tolof. Item^iiiamcongreguabunturFiJcatores^quidebtnt 
f* inter ejfe ijlo die in procifftone cum Ministris feu Jor 
culatorihui : quia ifji Pi/catores tenentur Jbate^^e ifto di$ 
Joculatores, Jeu Mimos ab honorem Crucis — - 
et 'uadunt primi ante proiejjiwem cum Miniflrisy^ Jo^ 
** culatorihup femper puifantibus ufque ad ecckjiam S. Sttr 
** pbaui.y [plo^- 773-]"^This will alfo account to us 
for. the clerical appearance of the Minstrels, >vho 
from the middle ages downwards feem to have been 
diftinguiflied by the Xonsure, which was one of the 
inferior marks of the clerical charad^er. Thus Jeffery 
pf Monmouth, fpeaking of one who a^Tled the part of 
a Minftrel, fays, Rafit capillosfuos tsf barbatity (fee Note 
K) in whicl^» though he fpcaks of a very diilant fadi, 
Iret he probably reprefents the appearance, as it was 
m his time. Again a writer, in the reigri of Elizabetl^, 
fiefcribing the habit of an ancient Minlbel, fpeaks of 
his head as " rounded Tonftcr-^ife," (which I ven- 
ture to read Tonfurc-wiic), **his be2^rdfmu,gly ihaven,'* 
See above, p. xxxiv. 

It mujl however be obfcrved, that, notwith (landing 
|his clerical appearance of the Mindrels, and though 

they 

* Mi^isTXi.^ feeros to be ufed for MiKSTitxts in the Account of 
)ke Inthronizaticn of Abp. Neville, (An. 6. Edw. IV.) " Then all the 
f*Chai>lyns muft fey grace, andfhe Minxstirs do fing.*' Vid. Lelundh. 
p>lk£tan. by Uearne» vol. 6. p. 1 3. 
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they might be fometimes countenanced by fach of the 
clergy as were of more relaxed morals, their fportive 
talents rendered them generally obnoxious to the more 
rigid £cclefia(tics, and to fuch of the religious orders 
as were of more fevere difcipline ; whofe writings com- 
monly abound with heavy complaints of the great en- 
coaragement fhewn to thefe men by the princes and 
nobles » and who can feldom afford them a better name 
than'that of ^f»rr^r, 75ww^//V/, Nehulones^ &c. of which 
innumerable inftances may be feen in Du Cange. 
ft was even an eflabliHied order in fome of the iHona- 
fteries, that no Minflrel fhould ever be fuffered to enter 
(heir gates, 

' (B) ^* The Minftrels ufed mtmipry and adtion, and 
**" other mean^ of diverting, &c."J It is obfervable/ 
that our old monkiih hiftorians feldom ufe the words 
CAntatort Citbaradusj Mujicus^ or the like, to exprefs 
a MiNSTRBL in Latin, but either Mimus^ Hiftrio, Jv- 
fulator^ or foqae other word that implies gefture. Hence 
it might be inferred, that the Minflrels fet off their 
fongs with all the arts of gefliculation, &c. or^ ac- 
cording to the ingenious hypothefis of Dr. Brown, 
pnited the powers of melody, poem, and dance. [S^ 
his Hiftory of the Rife of Poetry, &c.] 

But this is alfo proved by inore pofitive evidence ; 
Jbr all the old writers defcribe them as exercifing vari- 
ous ar^s of this kind* We have a remarkable inftance 
of this in Joinville's life of S. Lewis • ; which Ihews, 
that the Minstrels were fometimes very dextrous 
Tumblers and Poflure-mafters, ^* Avec le Prince vin* 
*• rciit trois Mencftriers de la Grande Hyermenie [ Ar- 
f * menia) . . . . et avoient trois cofs.^— Quand ils en- 
f ' commenceoient a corner, vous diffiez que ce font les 



" voix 



* The parlous reaefer may fee the extn^ft at Isrgie, in the Obferva- 
tions on the Ancient Statutes, p. 273. JoiavU.e however Icemi to 
foeak of this as a rais iaftance« [Vii. p. it 7. J 
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'* Toix it cypi^s, , . . *. et fefoicsit les ploas doiice$ 

** melodies. Us fefoient trois merveilleiu saus, car 

^* on leur metoit line tonaille defoas les piez, et tournoi- 
** rnt tottt debout. . • . Les deux tournoient les teftct 
** arieres." &c. &c. 

This will account to ns for tkat remarkable claufe in 
the prefs warrant of Henry VI. " De Miniftrallis propter 
** Jhlatium regis prruiieifdis^^* by which it is required, 
th^t the boys to be provided in arte Minifirallatiu in* 
firu£iesj ihould alio be memhris naturalibus elegantes. See 
the warrant at large in Rymer, 34. Hen. Vi. (Obferv, 
00 the Anc. Stat. p. 273.) 

By Minstrel was properly underflood in Engliih, 
One who fung to the harp, or fome other inilrument of 
mufiCy verfes compofed by faimfelf or others : Not but 
the term was fome times applied by our old writers to 
Inch as profeiTed cither mufic or finging feparately, and 
perhaps to fuch as pradifed any of the fpordve arts con- 
ne£led with thefe*. Mufic however being the leading 
idea, was at length peculiarly called Minstrelsy, and 
the name of Minstr&l at laft confined to the Ma-' 
iician only. 

In the French language all thefe Arts were included 
ander the general name of Menefiraudie Meneftraudifey 
Janglerie, Sec. [Mtd* Lsit. Me/te^ellcmm arSf Arsjoculato^ 
TtMs fee] ** Onpeut comprendre fons le nom de Jon- 
'* GLERiE tout ce qui appartient aux anciens chanibar 
<* niers Proven9aux, Normandy, Picards, &c. Le corps dr 
•* la Jonglerie etoit forme des Trowveres^ ou Troubadouri^ 
f^ qui compofoient les chanfbns, et parmi lefquels il y 
*' avoit des Impro^ija/eurs, comme on en trouve en Ita" 
^* he ; des Chant eours ou Cbanteres qui execi^toient ou 
^* chanteoient ces ^ompofitions ; des Conteurs qui fai- 
** foient en vers ou en profe les contes, les recits, les hif- 
^* toipes ; des Jongleurs ou Meneftrels qui accompagnoient 
** de leurs inftrumens. — L'art de ces^Chantres ou Chan- 
** fonnicrs,. etoit nomme la Science Gaie, Gay Saber" 
IfPref. Anthoiogie Fran9. 1765. Svo. p. 17.)— See alfo 

the 

• Vid. infra. Net. A a. 
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jrtit cHribtis Fa'vchst {Z>^ /'Onj^. d» la LiMg. Ft. p. 72, 
ifc^ *' Biett toll apres la divifion de ce graild empire 
f* Franf^ls 6n tattt d6 jletits royaumes^ dschez, &' 
*f cofiitez, aa ihso des Poetes commetieerent a fe faire 
^* cognftiftre les Trou'uerresj ct Chanterres, Conthurst ct 
** J'^g^^^^^ ' m'^^ f^^^ Trottveurs, Chantresy Contcurs, 
*• J6ngleurs^ ovl JuoLEt/Rs> c'eft a dire, Mei^b- 
•* sTRiERs chantans avfcc la viole." 

Wc fte thcA that Jongleur^ Jughut^ (Lat. J^cuUoior^ 
Juglafor) was the peculiar natne appropriated co ^t 
Minftrels. *' Les jongleoxm xe/ai/oi^t quecbanttrles 
^* fffejks fur Imrs iifirufhens. On ks apptlunt auffi Me-' 
" NiESTREts :" rays Fontenelle, in \iL\%Hift, du Tbeat. 
Frkfr^. preix^ to his Li& 6f CornHUe. 

(C) *' Sttcceffors of the ancient Bards.'* ] That 
the Minstrels in many refpeds bore a ftrong re-' 
leittbl^nce both to the Briti(h Bards and to the Daniih 
Scalds, appears from this> that the old Monkifh wri- 
ters exprefs tJiem alLwithOnt diftin^on by the fame 
names in L^ih. Thus Geoffery of Monmoath, him- 
felf a Welfhman, fJKaking of an old pagan Britifh king',' 
«^ excelled in ^nging and niufic, {o far as to be 
efteemed by his countrymen the Patron Deity of tlie^ 
Bards, afes the phrafe Deus Joculatorumi which is 
the peculiar name given to the Englifh and French Min- 
ilrelsf . In like manner, William of Malmefbury, fpeak- 
ing of a Danifh king's afluming the profeffion of a 
ScALDy exprcITes it by, Profejfus Mimum; which was 
another namfe given to the Minftrels in Middle Lati- 
nity*. fhdeed Dv Cangb, in his Gloflkry, quotes a wri- 
ter, who pofitively aflerts that the Minstrels of the 
middle ages were the fame with the ancient Bards. I (hall 
give a large extra^ from ^is karned gloflbgrJlpker, as' 
be r^ates many curious particulars concerning the pro- 
fefflon and arts of die Minftrels ; whdm, after the monks, 
be ftigmatizes by the name ofSr^rrop; though' he acknow- 
ledges their ibngs often tended to infpire wtue. 

" MXNI- 

+ Vid. Not. B. K. Qj^ » Vid. Not. N. 
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*' MiNisTRiLLi, didipraefertiin Scttrrs^tMirnhJocn^ -. 
** latores." ..... '^ Ejafmodi Scurrarum munoa erat 
"** pxincipes non fuis duntaxat iudicris obledare, fed et 
** eorum aares variis avorum, adeoque ipforuii^ prm« 
'* cipum laudibusy aon fine assektationb, cum cand** 
** ienis Sc moiicis inibramentis dem ulcere 

^' Interdom etiam virorum infigniam Sc heroam- 
** gefta, aut explioata Sc jocunda narratione comme* 
*' morabant, aut fuavi vocis inflexione, iidibufque de- 
** cantabant, quo fic doininorud)» caBterorumque qui 
** his intererant Ittdicris, nobilium animps ad virtu-* 
<f T£M capefTendam, et fummorum viroriim imitado- 
5 nem accenderent : , quod fuit oUm apud Gallos Bar« 

dorum miDiftenum, ut auftor eft Tacitus. Neque 
'^ enim alios a Minifiellist veterum Galiorum Baridos 
'^ fttiiTe plUribus probat HeniicHs Valefms ad 15 Am- 
** miani. , . . • . 

f^ Nicolaus de Braia defedbeos fol^nne co^viviom^ 
'^ quo poft inauguratioaem fuatm prpcerr^ ^xcepit 
*^ Lud. VIIL rex Francorum, ait inter ipiiiis coiivivij 
*' apparatum, in medium prodiiAe Mimvm, qui regijp 
^' laudes ad cytharam decantayit,". ■ ^ . 

Our author tkeQ gives the lines at lef^gth^ whi<;h t>c? 
gin thus» 

" Dumquc fovent gcnium gcniali munercBacchi^ 

" Ne£tarc commixto curas yemovcntc Lyato 

^ Principis ^ facie^ cithars celebecrhnus artfe 

'< AiTurgitMiMus, ars muiica queni decoravlt. 

5' Hie ergo chorda refonante fubtntulit iila : 

5' Inclyte rex reguni* probitatis ftemmate venun^ 

<f Quem vigor ic firtas exto^Ut in zther^ famap^. ^c^ 

The reft may be fccn in Du Cange, who thus proceeds, 
*^ Mitto reliqua fimilia, ex quibus omnino patet ejufr 
f ' modi Mimorum & Miniilellorum cantilenas ad vir- 
\^ tuteoi principes excitaife. .... Id pr^fertim in pugnag 
'^ praeci{i£)t^f dpininis fuis occinebant^ ujtxnartium ardq« 

*^ rem' 
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^ tern in eoram animis concitarent : cajafmodi cantnin 
<* Cantilenam Rollandi appellai Will. Malmefb. lib. j. 
<* •— Aimoinus, lib. 4. de Mirac. S. Bened. c. 37. 
** ^anta vero Hits fecurttas , , , ttt Scv kvl am Je preadere 
•* /acerentf qui mufico ififtrumtnto res fort it it geft as itprie^ 
** turn Sella fracineret^ quatenus bis acrius incitarentttr^ 
** &c." As the writer was a monk, we (hall not won- 
der at his calling the Minftrel, Scurram. 

(D) *' The Bards in Gaul, Britain, Ireland, and 
** the North .... held in rude admiration."] For a 
more fall account of the Scalds or Bards of the ancient 
Danes, the reader may confult the books referred to in 
pag. XX, note {||). and he may fee fpecimens of their 
compofinon in almoft all the ancient writers of Scandi- 
navian hiftory ; not to mention the ** Five pieces of^ 
*' Runic Poetry," &c. 

Concerning the Bauds of Gaul» See Pelloutier Hift. 
des Celtest ^om. L L. z, c. 9. No remains of their poetry 
are now extant ; but as for thofe of Britain and Ire- 
land, they have been more fortunate. A curious ac^ 
count of the ancient Welsh Bards may be feen in 
GiRALDi Cambrensis Cambri4f De/cript, Lond. I585» 
izmo. Dr. Powel's Hift.ofWahs^ fy Wynne^ 1697, &c. 
and Specimens of their. Poetry in the late publication 
of the learned Mr. Evan Evans, in 4to. 1764. — For 
an account of the Irish Bards, the curious reader may 
confult O Connor's " Diflertations on the Hift. of 
•* Ireland." Dublin, 1766, 8vo. Spencer's •* View 
•* of the State of Ireland," &c. &c. But no pieces of 
tbeir poetry have been tranilated, unlefs their claim 
may bie allowed to thofe beautiful pieces of Erse Pot* 
sY, which were lately given to the world in an Eng- 
liih drefs by Mr. Mac-Pherson : Several fragments of 
which the editcM* of this book has heard fung in the 
original language, and tranflated <vi^d ^uecey by a native 
of the Highlands, who had, at the time, no opportu- 
nity of confulting Mr. Macpherfon's book. 

3 (E) «« Th« 
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(E) ':* The Eoct.wd the Minftrel early with us U^ 
.** e^me two perfpiis."] the word Scai.p compre- 
i«n(fed iKish clwirgtfers among: the Danes, nor do I 
k^yf that ijjfiy ha4 Any peciiUar name for iritber of 
^(ta fepai-A^t Bat k was not fo willi the Anglo- 
,S*3^q#. Th^y palled a Poet, ecsop, 9i)d L^o^^pyjira 3 
4^e laft rf tiiefe cojn^ from Leo«, a Sojjic ; ^nd the 
former anfwerg to .Oor .old word Maker (Gr. tit^^xKi) 
being derived from Scippan or Sceopan^ fgrntarcy facers^ 
^fipgerty cre^n ( h^%* .to (ba pe) . As for the Minstrel, 
i^y difting^ijfbed him by the peculiar appellatiofi o^ 
E^iiisn* *nd perJhaps by the more fimpie tide of ^^an- 

.pts^e^ J^^p^r; [See .hdow, notes H, I.] This }at title^ 
1^ Je^fl:, is often gjyen to A Mini^rel hy o»r mo'ft an- 
.0«^t EngUA rhymifo. See iti this work Vol. I. pw69y 
fcff. Vol. JU. p. 43, fcff . 

(F) " Tlve Minftrels were ftiH hofp(taily ireccired/ 
^^ &c."] Dja Cange a^ms, that,; in the middle agesy 
the QPurts of princes fwarmed fo much with this lund 
«kf men» asd inch Large fums were expended in maijsi'>^ 
tailing and rewarding t^em, that tliy often drained 

. -the troyal treafuries : efpccially, he adds^ of ftoh a» 
jyjsre deligMed wijth their flatteries (pnefirtim qui ^^f^ 
Modi Minifidhrum ajjjsnt^ttionibus ddeShaJboMtur.)) He th«n 

•'^Qn£rm^ h^s aiiertiop by ieveral paflages out of monafiaC 

• swjtiersj who iharply inveigh againil this extravagance^ 
P/ thefe I fhtall here fclcd only 6ne or two, which fliowr 

- <wjuit kinds of rewards were beilow.ed on diefe old 

. *' Rigordus de Gefiis Philippi Jug, an. 1 185. ^* Cumiii 
. •** curiis regum Jeu aliorum principtarty frsquens tvrha H#- 
. -** ^ T JR.I OKU M con'venire foLsat . ut ah els A.tJ RU M, AR cltK- 

" TiAi, EQ^r.os, y^» vESTEs; ^««>j perfaps mutare cop- 
^ ** fufvsrunt principesy ai eis txtarqueanti *verha Jocvhi'^ 
' * * Hrin njariis adulatiomhtts plena proferre nttuntur. Et 
. •* ut magis pUtceantf qwctptidJeipfis'principibusprobabi-^ 

•' liter fingi poiefi, ixideiicet omnes d,elitias et lepores^ jei 
: •* ^i/u digna$ urbanitates et c^fteras ineptiasy truti^antibus 
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•* Buccis i/t metltum eructate non erubefcunt. Vidimus ftuut^ 
dam qitojdam principesy qui vestes diu excogitatas^ tt 
*uariis fliman fiSturationibus artificiose ela^oratas^ fr^ 
quihus forfan 20 *vel 30 march as ar genii coftfumpferant^ 
*uix revolutis Jkptem diehus Histrionibus, miniftrif 
•' diaboliy ad primam ^ocem dedij/e, Wr." 

The curious reader may find a fimiiar, though at thf? 
fame time a more candid account, in that mo(l excel- 
lent writer, Prefid. Favchet : {Recueil de la tang, Fr^ 
/• 73O who -fays, that, like the ancient Greek Ao/Zo/^ 
** Nos Trooverres, ainii que ccux la, prenans leurfub- 
•* jeft fur les feits des vaillans (qu'ils appelloyeht Gelle, 
•« venant dc Gefta Latin) alloyent . . . par les cours re- 
** jonir les Princes . . . Remportans des grandes re- 
«* compen9es des feigneurs, qui bien fbuvent leur don- 
** noyent jufqoes acx robes qu'ris avoyent veflues ; & 
<• Icfquelles ces Jugleours ne failloyent de porter aiix 
** autres conrs, \ fo d'inviter les feigneurs a pareillr 
•* liberalite. Ce qui a dure ii longuement, qu'il urn 
•* sotjvient avoir vbu Martin Baraton (ja viel Mc- 
" neftrier d^Grleans) lequel aux feftes et nopces batoiu 
** nn tabourin d'argent, feme des plaques auffi d'ar- 
** gent, gravees des armoiries dc ceux a qui il avoit 
** appris a danser*." 

FontcneHe even gives us to nnderftaad, that thefe 
men were often rewarded with favours of a ALU higher 
kind. ** Les princefles & les plus grandes dames y 
** joignoient fouvent leurs favenrs. Elles etoient fort 
** foible contre les beaux efprits." CHIJI. du TbectJ W^ 
are not to wonder then that this profcflion fhould be fol- 
lowed by men of the firft quality, particularly the younger 
fons and brothers of great houfes, " Tel qui par les 
** partages de fa famiUe n'avoit que la ipoitie qu le 
•* quart d*une vieox chateaux bien feigneurial, alloic 
** quelqoe temps courir le monde en nmant, et reve- 

2 ** noit 

• Hftc "we fee that sr Minflrel performed ibmetimss the fun<aijtn 
of a Dandng-Mafter. 
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** noit acquirir le rcftc de Chateau." {FonteneUi Hifii 
du Theat,^ We fee then^ that there was no improbable 
fidion in thofe ancient Sones and Romances, which are 
founded oit the ftory of minflrels being beloved by 
kings daughters, &c. and difcovering themfelves to be 
the fons of fome fovereign prince, &c. 

The honours and rewards laviihed upon the Minftrels 
were not confined to the continent : Our own countryman 
Johannes Sarifburieniis (in the time of Henry IT,) de- 
claims no lefs lefs than the monks abroad, againil the 
extravagant favour (hewn to thefe men. I:\on enim mor$ 
nugatorum ejus feculi /»Histrion£S, ^Mimos, f/ hu" 
ju/modi monfira hdminumt obfama ndemptionem tsf dilatU'- 
tionem nominis effitnditis opes *ueftras^ &c. [Epift. 247.*] 

The Monks feem to grudge every aft of munificence , 
that was not applied to the benefit of themfelves and 
their convents. Tliey therefore bellow great applaufes 
upon the Emperour Henry* who, at his marriage with 
Agnes of Poidtou, in 10449 difappointed the poorMin-* 
ftrels, and fent them away empty. Infinitam Hifirio^ 
nunti H yoculatorum multitudinem^ Jim ciho £5f tnunerihus 
'vacuam }£ marentem abire permijit* • (Chronic. Virtzi- 
burg.) For which I doubt not but he was fufHciently 
ftigmatized in the fongs and ballads of thoie times« 
Vid. Du Cange, GloiT. tom. 4. p. 771, &c. 

» 
(G) " The annals of the Anglo-Saxons are fcanty 
** and defedlive."] Of the few hiftories now remain- 
ing, that were written before the Norman conqueft^ 
almoft all are fuch ihort and naked Iketches and abridg- 
ments, giving only a concife and general relation of 
the more remarkable events, that icarce any of the 
minute circumflantial particulars are to be found 
in them : nor do they hardly ever defcend to a de- 
fcription of the cudoms, manners, or domeftic oecono- 
my of their countrymen. The Saxon Chronicle* 
for inflance, which is the beft of them, and upon fome 
ju:counts extremely valuable, is almofl fuch an epitome 

* £t vicl, P^licraticoat C«f . % &C9 
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a$ Lucias Floriis and Eutropius have left us of the Ro* 
ihan hiftorjr. As for Ethelward, his book is judged 
to be an iinperfedtranflation of the Saxon chronicle* i 
dnd the Pfeudo-AJfer or Chronicle of St, Neot is a poor 
defeftivc jJerformance. How abfurd would it be then 
to argue againft the e:^ift~nce of cuftoms or fa6ls, from 
the iilehce of fuch fcanty records as thefe? Who- 
ever would carry his refearches deep into that pe- 
riod of hiftbty, might fafely plead the excufe of a 
learned writer, who had particularly ftudied the Ante- 
Normafi hiflorians. ** ConjeSfuris {licet nu/quam fine 
verifimili fundamento) altquoties indiilgernvs . . . utpote ah 
Hijioricis jejune nimis^ indiligenter res nofiras trASiantihus 
coaSi .... Nofiri . . , nudd faSiorum commentoratione pte^ 
rumqve contentiy reliqua omnia^ fin)e ob ipfarum terum^fi^i 
meliorum literarum^ fi^ve Hiftorkorum officii ignorantiamp 
fere intaSia pr^etereunt.*^ Vide plura in Praefat. ad iElfn 
. Vitam a Spelman. Ox. 1678. fob 

(H) " Mihftrels and Harpers."] That the JTarp 
{Cithara) was the common mufical inflrument of the 
Anglo-Saxons, niight be inferred from the very word 
itielfy which is not derived from the Britiih, or any 
other Celtic language, but of genuine Gothic original^ 
and carfent among every branch of that people : viz. 
Ang.-Sax. ^eajipe ; ^eafipa. Iceland. I^arpa; ^anrpa^ 
Dan. and Belg, l^arye. Germ. l^arpfFe, Igarplfa. Gal. 
Harpe. ' Span. Harpa. Ital. Jrpa, [Vid. Jun. Etym. 
-^Menage Etym. &c.] A$ alfo from this, that the 
word ^eapp& is conftantly ufed in the Anglo-Saxoa 
verfions, to eXprefs the Latin words Citbara, Ljray antj 
even Cymhalum : the word Ffatmus itfelf being {ometimesi 
tranflated ^eafip fans* Harp -song. \GIoJU'. Jun* R,- 
apud Lye Anglo-Sax. Lex.^ ' 

But the faft itfelf is pofitively proved by the expre(s 
teftimbny of Bede, who tells us that it was ufual at 
feilival meetings for this inilrument to be handed rounds 
and each of the company to ling to it in his turn. Sec 

Vol.. I. c >i» 

* Vid. Nicholfon^s Eng. Hift. Lifer, fcifc 
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« 

YiisHiJt. Eccle/. Jngior. Lih.hw e. 24* where fpea&iiigr 
of their facred poet Caedmoo, who lived in the times, 
of the Heptarchy {oi. circ. 680.) he (ays : 

" Nihil uu^uam fri<vtdi IS fuferuacui poematis facer t 
fotuit ; fid ea tantummodoy qua ad religionem pertinentp 
ftligiofam ejus linguam decebant. Siguidem in babitu fa- 
4ulari9 ufque ad tempora provisions atatis confiitutus^ nit 
Carminum aliquando didicerat, Unde nonnunquam in con- 
'vi'vioy cum iffet latitia caufa ut omnes per ordinem can- 
TARB debereutf iUe ubi appropinquare fibi citharaw 
cemebaty furgebat a mtdio^ ceeudk^ et egrejfus ad fuam do^ 
/a mum repedfbat,** 

I ihall now fiibjoin king Alfred's own Anglo* 
Saxon tranflation of this paiTage, with a literal inter- 
lineary £ngli& verfion. 

• 

>e , . . naspfie noht leaf unja, ne ibelej* leo^ep py/icean ne 
He, • * , never no ieafings, nor idU fongs compofe nt 

iiiihte* ac epne Sa aa %a iSe- to a»]:ertnef fe belampoo. 7 
might } hut lo ! only tbofe things which to religion Ipietyl belong, and 

hif iS» aepef ran cun^an ;^et>a):enobe f xn^an : pasp he f e aiao. 
bis then fious tongue became tojing : He was the [4] mam 

in peo}iolt«1iate jefeteb olS iSa tibe be hepcpopsely- 
ni worldly [je€ular\fiate fet to the time in which he was of a* 

j:eb|ie ylto. T he natpjie amj leoj? yeleopnobe. -j ho 
advanced age 'y and be never aty fong Uamed, And hi 

popl^on ojEt in jebeojipcipe ^onne iSaeji paf bhype inrui;i^» 
therefore oFT in an entertainment when there [/V] was formerriment-fakt 

^ebemeb . ^ hi ealle pceolban ^uph eobebyfibneffo 

adjudged [or decreed ], that they all JbouU through their turns 

be heajipan finjan . *onne he jereah *a heajipan him net- 
hf^totbclHAHtiinGi when he faw the HAR7 him ap- 

Jecaa* 
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i^ean • Soaae apap kt poji fceome pjiam ISam fymle . i ham 
proacbf then arofe he T0% shame from the fififir, and btmt 

eobe- TO hif huf e» 
yode[wettH t9 bis boufe*'* 

Bed. Hift. Eccl. a Smith. Cantab. I722. fol. p. 597* 

In this verfion of Alfred's it is obfervable^ (i) that 
he has cxprefTed the Latin word cantare, by the Anglo- 
Saxon words ** be hea/ipan pinjan," SING TOTHE HARP; 

as if they were fynonymous, or as if his countrymen 
had no idea of Singing unaccompanied with the Harp : 
(2) That when Bede fimply fays, furgehat a meditkcce" 
na\ he affigns a motive^ « ajiaf po/i rceome," AROig 
FOR SHAME : plainly iignifying, that to iing and play 
on the Harp was fo common and unirerfal a pra£iice^ 
that it was a Shame for any man not to be able to do 
it ; and he that was unpofTefFed of this accompliihment» 
could not ftay in company without expofing himfelf to 
contempt. 

(I) " The word' continues flill in ouf language* 
** &c."] This is the word Glee ; whkh is derived 
from the Anglo-Saxon Ehjx, {Gligg] M«/fr^ ; Music, 
jQHinftrelfp (Somn.)* This is the common radix, whence 
arife fuch a variety of terms and phrafes relating to the 
Miftftrel-Art, as afford the llrongeft internal proof, 
that this profisffion was extremely common and popular 
here before the Norman conqueft. Thus we have 

L 

(i) niip) Mimusy a Minstrel. 

Dh^nian, jlixmon, jliman, [Glee-man] Hiftnoy MimuSf 

Pantommus 9 all common names in Middle-Latinity for 

a Minstrel: and Somner accordingly renders the 

original by ft lUftinftrcC; a ^lapet on a timBret 0^ tafi^t. He 

adds, a ^'^\zt ; but this is giving a modern idea : occa- 

fioned by the word Fidicfn ; by which the orig. has been 

alfo rcadcred ; 

c a EUimenj 
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niiimen, sKJSinen- [Glee -men . '\Hsftrionesy Minstrexs.- 
Hence 

Dh^manna-yppe. OreheftrOy vel Pulpites. The place 
where the Minitrels exhibited their performances. 

(2) But their moft proper and expreffive name was 
Eliphleojjjiienb. Mujicus, a ^inftrel ; and 

. Dliphleojjpienfelxca. Mujicusy Musical. 
'f hefe two words include the full idea of the Minflrel 
charadler, expreiling at once their Mufic and Singing, 
being compounded of Gkp, Mujicusy Mimuj, a Musi- 
cian, Minstrel; ind Leoi,- Carme/iy a Song. - 

(3) From the above wbrd Dhjj, the profeffion itfelf 
was called 

nii3c;i«Ft:. [Glig cr Glee-craft.] Mujica, Hiftrionia^ 
Mimica Gefticulatio : Which Somner rightly gives in 
£nglifh> JiStinfirelfp, .))iatmical ^[^jlicuTacion, ^ummecp^ 
He alfe adds .^tagg.'piaping ; but here again, I think 
he fubftitutes an idea too modern ; induced by the 
word Hiftrioniay which in Middle Latinity only figniiies 
the Minftrel-art. 

However it fliould feem, that both mimical geilicu- 
lation and a kind of rude exhibition of charafters wcr* 
ibmetimes attempted by the old Minflrels : But 

(4). As Mufical Performance was the leading idea, fo 

Eliopian^ is Cantus Mujicos edere \ and 

Chjbeam, jlipbeam. [GUg or Glee-beam] Tyinpanut^ j, 
a (3rimire{ or (STalber* (So Somn.) Hence 

Dlypian. Tympanum pulfare ; and 

niip-meben} jhypienDe-maben; [Glee-maiden] Tym-- 
fanifiria : which Somner renders a ^fiz-Minftvtii for it 
fhould feem, that they had Females of this profeilion ; 
One name for which was alfo Dlypby&eneftjia. 

(5) Of congenial derivation to the foregoing 1$ 
ciypc, Tiiia, a Pifb or Flvti^ 
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Both this and the common radix niij^, are with great 
appearance of truth derived by Junius from the Ice- 
iandic ^{toinir. Flatus ; as fuppofing that the firft at- 
tempts at Mufic among our Gothic anceftors, were 
from Wind-inftruments, Vid. Jun. Etym. Ang. V. 
Gl££« 

11. 

But the Minftrels, as is hinted above, did not corn- 
fine themfelves to the mere exercife of their primary 
arts of Muiic and Song, but occafionally ufed many 
other modes of diverting. Hence from the above Root 
was derived, in a fecondary fenfe^ 

(1) nieo, and pmf um jlip. Fatetia. 

Cleopian. jocari \ xtiyz% or lie mertp ; (Somn.) and 

Cleopjenb, jocam ; je1tin0, ftea^fttng merriJ» : 
(Somn.) 

niisman, alfo fignified Jocifta, a Jester. 

Dlix-yamen. [Glee-games.] joci. Which Somner 
renders, Mttxmtwt^, ormetrp ^leffi^j j(ffriclt3*, or ;S>po?t^5 

(2) Hence ^gain, by a .x:Qmmon metonymy of the 
Caufe for the EfFcft, 

TtliG, gatuiiumf alacritas,^ Letitia, facetia i 9Iop, JlKirtfc 
^^atnef^, CljearfwKnefil, <©lee* [Somner.] Which lali apr 
plication of the word Hill continues, though rather in ^ ' 
Jow,debafing fenf|, 

3ut however agreeable and delightful the various arts 
of the Minftrels might be to theAnglo-Saxon laity, there 
is.rcafon to believe, that, before the Norman conqueft 
at leaft, they were not ipiuch favoured by the clergy 9 . 
particularly by thofe of monaftic profefSon. For, not 
to mention that the fportive talents of thefe men woul4 
te confidered by thefe auftere ecclefiaftics, ^s tending 

c 3 "to 
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ta levity^ and licendournefs^ the Pagan origin of tlieir 
art would excite in the monks an infnperable prejodice 
againft it. The Anglo-Saxon Harpers and Glee. 
MEN were the immediate fucceiTors and imitators of the 
Scandinavian Scalds ; who were the great promoters 
of Pagan fuperflition, and fomented that fpirit of crn< 
elty and outrage in their countrymen the Danes, which 
fell with fuch peculiar feverity on the religious and 

their convents. Hence arofe a third application of 

words derived from Ehyj, Minstrelsy, in a ytry un- 
favourable fenfe, and this chiefly prevails in hooks of 
religion and ecclefiaflic difcipline. Thus 

(i) nil J, is Ludihriumf laughing to scorn. So 
in S. Bafil. Regul. II. ^i hacjrbon him to sli^e halpeiibe 
jmnesuns?^. hudibrio habebant Jaluturem ejus admonitio" 

mm. (lo.) This fenfe of the word was perhaps not 

ill-founded ; for as the sport of rude uncnltivated 
minds often arifes from ridicule, it is not improbable 
tut the old Mihfh'els often indulged a vein of this fort, 
and that of no very delicate kipd. So again, 

niis-man, was alfo ufed to fignify Scurra, > 'flWff 
Sleffer (Sbmn.) 

Ehj-jeojin. Dicax% Scurriles jocos fupra quam far ejt 
amans, Officium Epifcopale, 3. 

Clip Jan. Scurrilibus obk^amentis- indtfherey Scurram 
agere. Canon. Edgar. 58. 

(2) Again, as the various attefflpti to pleafe, prac- 
tifed by an order of men who owed their fopport to the 
public favour, might be confidered by thofe grave 
cenfors, as mean and debafing : Hence came from the 
fame root, 

Dlirefi. ParafituSf Affentator * ; a Ifattmer, a Cogger, 
fi IMrafite, a if(atterer. (Somn.) 

In 

* The preceding lift of Anglo-Saxon words, fo full and copious 
- beyond any thing that ever yet appeared in print on this fubje£^, is 

^xtradled 
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Tn fb unfavourable alight were the Minftrds confl- 
ndered by the Anglo-Saxon clergy ; but, after the Nor- 
man conqueft, when the Pagan origin of their art was 
forgot ; and when perhaps a greater laxity of manners 
prevailed among fome of the ecclefiaftics ; thefe men do 
not feem to have regarded them every where with fo evil 
an eye : for there is even room to think> that they admit- 
ted them here to fome of the inferior honours of the cle- 
rical charader ; as theTonfurefor inftance [fee above^ 
Note (A)] ; but this is mentioned as mere coxijedure. 

To return to the Anglo-Saxon word nUjj : Not- 
withftanding the various fecondary fenfes in which this 
word (as we have feen above) was fo <early applied; 

The derivative Glce (though now chiefly ufed to 
exprefs Merriment and Joy) long retained its firft fimple 
jneaning, and is even applied by Chaucer to fignify 
Music and Minstrblst. (Vid. Jun. Etym^) % g, 

** For though that the bcft harper upon live 

** Wbald on the bed foanHl jolly harpe 

** Thtt cvir was, with ati his fingers five 

*' Touch aie o ftring, or ase o warble harpq, 

^* Were his nailes poinded nevir fo fhorpe 
" It Ihoulde makin every^wight to dull 
*' 1^1 heare is clex, and of his Arokes full. 

Troyl. L. XL 1030* 

Junius interprets Olscs by Mufica Injhumenta^ iu 
the following paffages of Chaucer's Third Bok£ ^ 
Famb. 

c 4 '^ . . StodeB 

cxtraded from Mr. Lye^s curious Anglo-Saxon Lexicon, now 
(printing by a very fcanty and inadequate fubfcription ; though it is 
one of the completed and noblefl works that ever was ,undertaken t« 
4ifplay the originids of any langufgo. 
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f* . . Stoden . . the caftell all aboutia 

" Of allraanerof Mynstralks, 

**" And J f s Tou R s that tellen tales 

** Both of wepyng and of game^ 

*' And of all that longjcth unto fame : 

*' There herde I play on a harpe 

*^ That fowned both well and fharp^ 

^' Hym Orpheus full craftily ; 

** And on this fyde faft by 

<* Sate the harper Orion 5 

** And Eacides Chirion $ . 

*' And other harpers many onf^ 

ff And the Briton Glasktrigm. 

' \ * * 

9 

After mentioning thefe, the great makers of the art, hf 
proceeds; 

*' And fmall Harpers w ith her G l z e 9 

f' Sat under them in divers fees^ 



Again, a little below, the poet having ennmerated the 
performers on all the different forts of inftrumentS| 
adds> 

*< There fawe I fyt in other fees 

" Playing upon other fundry Glees, ^ 

** Which that I cannot neven • 

** Mo than ftarres ben in heven, (stc. 

Upon the above lines I Ihall only make a few obfer- 
vations: 

(i) That we have here mention made of an order 
of Minflrels, who told both tragic and comic (lories, 
called Jestours : which I fuppofe ihould he Ges- 

♦ Ncyen, i. e. name* 
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TOURS ; fc. the relators of Gests (Lat. GefiaJ or ad* 
yentares in profe. Thefe were evidently what the French 
called Conteoursj or Story-tellers, and to them we are 
doabtlefs indebted for the firll: Profe Romances of chi* 
yalry ; which may be confidered as fpecin^ens of their 
manner. 

(2) That the " Briton Glaskervon," whoever he 
wasy is apparently the fame perfon with our famous 
Harper Glasgerion, of whom the reader will find 9. 

tragical ballad, in Vol. III. pag. 43. ^In that fong- 

may be feen an inftance of what was advanced above ia 
pote (F)« of the dignity of the Minftrel profeflion, or at 
}caA of the artifice with which the Minfbels endeavoare4 
to kt off its importance, 

Thus ** a king's fon is reprefented as appearing in 
the chara6ler of a Harper or Minflrel in the court of 
another king. He wears a collar (or gold chain) as a 
perfon of illuflrious rank ; rides on horfebaqk, and is 
admitted to the embraces of a king's daughter." 

The Minftrels loft no opportunity of doing honour to 
their art. 

(3) As for the word Glees, it is to this day ufed in 
a mufical fenfe, and applied to a peculiar piece of 
compofition. Who has not feen the advertifements» 
prppoiing a reward to him who ihould produce the 
beft Catch, Canon, or Glbe? 

(K) ** Comes from the peii of Geoffery of Mon^ 
** month,"] GeoiFery's own words are, •* Cum' ergo 
alteriiis modi aditum \Baldulphus\ non haberety rafit capil- 
Ics fuos ^ barb amy culiumque Joculatoris cum Cythara 
fecit. Deittde intra caftra deambulansy modulis quos in 
Lyra componebaty fe/e Cytharistam exhibebat. Galf» 

Monum. Hift. 4to. 1508. Lib. 7. c. i. ^That y<?- 

ailator fignifies precifely a Minstrel, appears not 
only from this parage, where it is ufed as a word ot 
like import to C//i&^;//^^ or Harper, (which was the 
d14 Engiifh word for a Minllrcl), but alio from another 

pafTage 
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|>afi*age of the fame aothor, where it is applied at equi* 
ralent to Cantor. See Lib. i, cap. 22. where, freak- 
ing of an ancient (perhaps fabulous) Britilh king, he 
fays, ** Hie omnes canto kEs quos fr^ctdens sttm halme^ 
** rut ^ in modulis W in omnilms mufitis i^ftrumentis ex^ 
* * . cedebat. ; it a ut Deus Joculatorum 'uideretur, ** * 
Whatever credit is due to GeolFerf as a relater of facts, 
lie is certainly as good authority as any for the £gnifi^ 
cation of WORDS. 

(L) •* Two remarkable fafts."] Both thefe faas art 
f^cnrded by William of Malmesbury : and the iirft 
t^fthem (relating to Alfred), by Ingulphus alfd* 
Now Ingulphus (afterwards abbot of Croyland) was 
ittear forty years of age at the time of the comjueH: *, 
and confequently was' as proper a judge of the Saxoa 
manners, as if he had adually written his hiilory b&- 
Ibre that event ; he is therefore to be confidered as ad 
Anti-norm an writer : fo that whether the fad concern* 
5ng Alfred be trae or not, wc are afiured from his te- 
ilimony, that the Joculator or Minstrel was a com- 
ttion charafter among the Anglo-Saxons, The fame 
alfo may be inferred from the relation of William of 
A/tALMEsST^xr, who outlived Ingulphus but abcrat 
30 years f • Both thefe writers had doubtlefs recourfe 
to innumerable records and authentic memorials of the 
Anglo-Saxon times, which never defcended down to 
cs ; their teflimony therefore is too pofitive and full to 
"be overturned by the mere (ilence of the two or three 
flight Anglo-Saxon epitomes, that are now remaining* 
<Vid. not. (G). 

As for AssER Menevcnsis, who has given a fome«> 
what more particular detail of Alfred's adlions, and yet 
takes no notice of the following ftory ; it will not be 
difficult to account for his £lence, if we coniider that 

* Natusy 1030. fcrtpjity 1091. obU^ 1109. Tanner, 
''\ Ollt^ Anno n^, TaAaer* 
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lie was a rigid monk, and that the Minftrels, however 
acceptable to the laity, were never much relpefted by 
men of the more ftrift monaftic profeflion, efpecially 
before the Norman oonqueft, when they would be con- 
fidered ^s brethren of the Pagan Scalds •. AlFer there- 
fore might not regard Alfred's (kill in Minftrelfy in a 
Very favourable light ; and might be induced to drop 
the circumftance related below, as reflefting in his opi- 
nion no great honour on his patron. 

The learned Editor of Alfred's life in Latin, after 
having examined the fcene of aft ion in perfon, and 
weighed all the circumftances of the event, determines 
from the whole colleftive evidence, that Alfred could 
never have gained the victory he did, if he had not 
with his own eyes previoufly feen the difpofition of the 
enemy by fach a ftratagem as is here defcribed. Vid, 
Annot. in j^Ifr. Mag. Vitatn, /. 33. Oxon, 1678. foL 

(M) ** Alfred . . . affumed the drcfs and character of 
** a Minftrel."] Fingens fe joculatorem, ajjumpta ci- 
fhara, ^c. Ifigolphi Hift. p. 869. — Suh/pecie m'imi . , . 
M jocuLATORi/E profeffof artis. GuL Malmeib. 1. 2. 
c, 4. p. 43. That poth Joculator and Mimns fignify li- 
fierally, a Minsthel, fee proved in notes B. K. N. Q^ 
&c» &c. 

Malmefbuty adis, Unius tantum JideliJJimi fruebatur 
ionfcientm* As this Confidant does not appear to have 
aflnmed the dif|;uife of a Minftrel himreJf, I concrude 
that he only appeared as the MinftrePs attendant. 
Now that the Minftrd had fometimes his Servant or at- 
tendant to carry his harp, and even to fing to his mu- 
£Cf we have many inftances in the old Metrical Roman* 
ces, and even fome in this prefent colleftion : See 
Vol. I. p. 57. 65. Vol. m. p. 44, &c. Among the 

* (See above, p. Hv.) Both Ingulph. and Will, ofMalmeib. had 
been very converfant among the Normans ; who could have had no 
^h prejadices againft the Minilrels as the Anglo-Saxons had. 

French 
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JFrench and Proven9al hards, the Trowverre or laventor, 
was generally attended with his Singer, who ibnaetimes 
"alfo played on the Harp, or other muiical inflrun)el»t. 
"** ^elque fois durant le repas d'un prince on *uoyoit arriijer 
** un. frowverre inconnu auec fes Meneftrels ou JongleourS', et 
** // leur faifoit chanter fur leurs Harpes ou Vielles Us Ver^ 
'*'*' qiCil wvoit xompojes* Ceux qui fai/oient les sons auj^ 
'*' bien que les mots eioient les plus ejlimes*^^ Fonteneliis 
Hift. du Thcatr. 

That Alfred excelled in Muiic is poiitively afferted 
Iby Bale, who doubtlefs had it from fome ancient MSu 
snany of which jQibiifled in his time, that are now lofl : 
.as aifo by Sir J, Spslman, who we may conclude had 
^ood authority for this .anecdote, as he is known to 
liave compiled his life of Alfred from authentic mate«- 
rials colledled by his learned father : this writer informs 
4is, that Alfred '^ provided himfelf of mufitians, not 
*^ common, or fuch as knew but the pra^ck part, bat 
'' men (Idlful in the art itfelf, whofe fkill and fervice 
•* he yet further improved with his own inilru£lion.'* 
p. 199. This proves Alfred at lead to haveuivderilood 
the Theory of Mufic.; and.how covild diis have bee^ acr 
([aired without pra^fing on fbme inflrument : Which, 
we have feen above, xNotc (H)] was fo extremely- 
common with the Anglo-Saxons, even in mach rodcr 
dmesj that Alfred himfelf pl^nly tells us, it was 
SHAMEFUL to he ignorant of it. And this common- 
nefs miglit be one^eafon, why Asser did not think it 
of confequence enough to be particularly mentioned im 
his ihprt life of that great monarch. This rigid monk 
may al(b have efteemed it a flight and frivolous accom- 
plifliment, favouring only of worldly vanity. He has 
liowever particularly recorded Alfred's fondnefs for the 
oral Anglo-Saxon poems and fongs \^4^xonica poemat^ 
die nnSiuque . . . audiens . . . memoriter retinebat* p. 1 6. 
Carmina SaxoTiica memoriier difcere^^ScQ. p- 43- & ib.] 
Now the Poems learnt by rote, amon^ all ancient unr 

poliihed 
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polifhed nations, are ever Songs chanted by the reciter, 
aitd accompanied with inftrumental melody *, 

(N) " With his Harp in his hand, and drefTed like » 
" Minstrel."] Affumptd manu citbard ^ . * profejfu^ 
Mi MUM, qui bujufmodi arte flip em quotidianam mercari^ 
tar . . , , Jvjfus abire pretiumQh's^-VJJsaccepit, Nfalmefb.* 
I. 2. c. 6^ S^''e fee here that which was rewarded wa* 
{not any mimicry or tricks, but) his singing (Can- 
tus) ; this proves beyond drfpute, what was the nature 
of the entertainment he afforded them. Perhaps, it is 
ncedlefs by this time to prove to the Reader, that Afr- 
ttasm Middle Latinity fignifies a Minfl^rel, andM/Wa, 
Minftrelfy, or the' Minftrel-art. Should he doubt it, 
let him caft his eye over the two following extrads from 
Dn Cangc. 

** MiMus : Muficus, qui inftrnmentis muficis ca- 
** nit. Leges Palatinas Jacobi IL Reg. Majoric. Itr 
" domibus principum, ut tradit anttqm'fas. Mi m i Jeu yocu^ 
" latores lisite pojjfiint effe* Nam ilhrum officium tribuit 
" l/ttitiam, .... ^apropier volumus ^ ordinamus, quotf 
" in nofira curia M i m i debeant ejfe quinque^ quorum du9 
" finf tubicinatoresy l^ tertius Jit tabelerius : [i* e. a 
** player on the tabor*.] Lit. remiff. ann. 1 374. jiJ" 
" MiMOs cormcitantesf feu bucinantes accejferunt**^ 

Mi MIA 

• Thus LeoiJ, the Saxon word for a Poem, is properly a Song,, 
and its derivative hitd fignifies a Ballad to this day in the Germaa 
toz^e: KiM^rCantavc we have feen above is by Aliped himfelf ren* 
dered. Be hea^ipan p injan. « 

f TheTABout orTABOuRiN was a common inftrumcnt with 
tlie Freneh Minflrel's, as it had alfo been with the Anglo-Saxon 
f W. p. Hi, J : thus in an ancient Fr. MS. in the Harl. colleftion 
(2253. 75.) a Minfirel is defcribed as riding on horfeback, and 
bcaiing his T a bou r . 

Eatour foti col porta fin T a b u x^ 
Depeynt de Or, e ricbe A^ovr, 

See alfo a paflage in Menage^s Di£tion. Etym. [v. Mbnssts xz * s.] 
^^eif Tatours is uled as fynonymous to McneftrUrs, 

Another 
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Ml MI A, Ludas Mimicusy InJdruinentam. [potius^ 
Ars Joculatoria.] Ann. 1482. . . . '' Mimia &^ 

Da Cange, GloiT. Tom. iv. 762. Supp. c. 127$. 

(O) " To have been a Dane."] The northern hifto- 
rians produce fuch indances* of the great refped (hewn 
to theDanilh Scalds in the courts of our Anglo-Saxon 
kingSy on account of their Mufical and Poetic talents, 
(notwithftandin^^ they were of fo hateful a nation) that« 
if a fimilar order of men had not exited here before, 
we cannot doubt but the profefCon would have been 
taken up by fuch of the natives as had a genius for po« 
etry and mufic. 

*' Extant Rkythmi hoc ipjo [Iflan^ico] iMomate An- 
•* GLiA, Hyberniaque Regibus obiati i^ liber aliter com" 
*' fen/atif t^c, Itaque bine colligi potift linguam Danicam 
** in aulis 'vicinorum regum, principumque familiarem fu" 
** ijffe^ non focus ac bodie in aulis principum peregrina idio^ 
** mat a in diliciis haberi cernimus, — "—Imprimis Fit a E-» 
'* gilli Skallagrimii id in<vi^o argumento adftruit. ^ippi 
** qui interrogatus ab Adalsteino, Anglia rege^ quo^ 
*' modo manus Eirici Blodoxii^ Northumbria regis ^ poft* 
** quam in ejus poteftatem 'uenerat^ evafiffet^ cujus filiurm 
** propinquofque ccciderat, . • reiftatim ordinem metroy nunc 
*^ fatis obfcuroy expo/uit^ nequaquam ita narraturus non 
" intelligenti.'* [Vid. plura apud Torfaeii Praefat. 
ad Oread. Hift. fol.] 

This fame Eoill was no lefs dillingui(hed for his 
valour and (kill as a foldier* than for his poetic and 
finging talents as a Scald \ and he was fuch a favourite 
with our king Athelstan^ that he atone time pret> 

fented 

Another frequent inftrument with them was the Vis le> a kiaii 

of Lute or Guitar. 

// ot un yougUor a SenSf 

S^ui navoit pas fovent robe entlere \ 

Sovent efioltjansfa Viels. Fabliaux & Cont, U, 184^ 5* 
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feated him with *' Juohus anmlis ^ fcrimis duohvs bene 
" magnisy argento repUtis, . . . ^inetiam hoc addidit^ ut 
" Egillus quid^vis praterea a fe petens^ ebtimret : hotmmo* 
*^ hilia, jfve immobilia^ prabendam 'vel prafe^uras. E^ 
** gillus porro regiam munificentiam gratus txcipiens^ Car^ 
** men Encomiafiicon^ a fe^ lingua Nor^vegica^ ^f *^ '^^** 
^ bis regnis communis) compojitumy regi dicat : 4ic pro eo^ 
" duos Marcus auri puri (pondus Marca * . 8 uncios 
** aquabatj honorarii loco retulitJ^ [Arngr. Jon. Rer* 
Ulandic. Lib. 2. p. 129.] 

See Qiore of Eg ill, in <* The Five Pieces of Ruaie 
** Poetry, &c» p. 45. &g. 

E) *^ If the Saxons had not been accufloined to have 
inflrels of their own .... and to ihew favour and 
" rcfpeft to the Danifli Scalds,"J If this had not been 
the cafe, we may be aflured, at leaft, that the ftorie» 
given in the text could never have been recorded by wri- 
ters who lived fo near the Anglo-Saxon times as MalmeA 
bary and Ingulphus,.. who, though they might be de- 
ceived as to particular Frdls, could not be fo as to <he 
general Manners and Caftoms, which, prevailed fo near 
their own times among their anceftors. 

(QJ " In Doomcfday Book," &c.] Extra£k. ps Libr: 

Dome/day : 

A/.ie2. Col, I. ^ci:liicfocurator ffteffi^ijaibrt iij titiYajl, et 'lAl 

V. car. njj retiti. 

That Joculator is properly a Minstrel might be in- 
ured from the two foregoing paffages of GeofFery of 
Monmouth, (vid. p. Ivij.) where the word is ufed as 
^qoivaJent to Citharifta in one place, and to Cantor in 
die other ; this union forms the precife idea of the cha- 

But 
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• But more pofitive proofs have already offered, 'vtJj 
fuprcii f* xliii. See alfo Du Cange's GlolT. Vol. III. c- 
^543* '* ]oGVhA'TQVi^ToJoculator, — Confilium Malilw 
** an. 1 38 1. Nullus Minijireys^ feu JogulatOTi dudeat fin- 
*' fare 'vel fonatt inftrumentutri cujufcumque generis/* 8cz* 

As the Minftrel was termed in French Jongleur anJ 
ytigleur ; fo he was called in Spani(h Jutglar and Jug-- 
Jar, *' ^enemos canciones y merfos para recti ar muy anti- 
*' guos y memorias ciertas </?/«/ Jugl a RES, que affiftiati 
•* en los hanqueteSf como los qute pint a Hontero*'** Prolog, 
a las Corned, de Cervantes, 1749* 4to. 

** £/ anno 1 328. en las fieftas de la Coronation del Rej^ 
•* Don Jlonfo elYV. de Aragon^ . . . f f/Ju(7LAR Ra- 
ni as et canto una Villanefca de la Compoficion del , , /«« 
fatite [Don Pedro] : y otro Juglar, llamddo Novel- 
** LET, recitb y rfprefentb en 'Oo%y fin cdntar mas de 600' 
** 'verfosy que hi%o el Infante en el metroy q[ue llantaban' 
•* RiMA Vulgar." Ibid. 

** Los Trob adores inuentaron la Gaya Ciencia . . . 
•' ^cx Tro B adores, eran cafi todos de laprinuraNo- 
** ileza. — Es ^verdad, que ya entoncesfe ha'vian entro^ 
*' metido entre las di^verfiones Cortefanosi los Con tad ores , 
•* los Cantores, los Juglares, /^j Truanes, jr los Bu* 
« fones.^' Ibid. 

In England the King's Juglar continued to have 
an eftabli(hment in the royal houfhold down to the 
reign of Henry Vlfl. fvid. Note (Cc)] but whether the 
chara6ter was then precifely the fame with that of the 
ancient Joculator Regis, I have not been able to dis- 
cover. 

(R) " A valliant warrior, named Taxllepbr^ &c.**] 
See Da Cange^ who produces this as an inftance. 



\ Romanset Jutglar canta altveux* • , davant lo finjof Rgy^ 
Chroo. d*Aragon, apud Du Cange, lY. 77 1» 
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^* i^m/ MimifteibruM numus interium fr^tftah^mt mUtu 
^' tr9batijjmi. Li Roman Di VAe€B» MS. 

*' Quaat il Tireiit NormaBf Tenir 

*^ Mont Tciffies Engleiz fremir. • • ; 

^ TAiLiirsR qui mOut bieix chaatoi^ 

*^ Sur vA cbevaly qui toft alloiti 

'^ Devant eul's sdoit chantaut 

*^ De Kallemaigne A de RouUinti 

«' £t d* Olivier de Vaflkux, 

** Q^ ttouttotat en RaiAfcBeraux* 

^' %i fir/VcRt TailLeFBR a Gulielmo oStikmt ut primus 
*' in boftes irrumty iktsr auos Jvrtiter diTuicAndo 9ccniuitJ* 

Giofs. Tom. iv. 769, 770, 771, 

** Le^ anci^nnes chroniqaeft noos appretment, qa'en 

^' premiet rang de V Armee Normande, xtn. ecoyer 

" aomme TaiHrfety motite far on cheyal arme* 

^' chanta la chahfoh D# Rolakd^ qui fut fi long terns 

*' dans les booches des Francois, fans qu'il foit refte 

'' le moindre fragment. Le Tidiltfir apres avoir in- 

,*' toknb' le chanfon atie les foldats repetoient^ fe 

** jetta le premier parmi les Anglois, et fat tne.'' 

Voltidre. Add. Hift. Univedf. p. 69. ^— (Obfervat. 

on the Anc. Stat. 4to. p. 293.) 

. (3) «« An eminent iPreiich writer." &c.] " M. V 
** Evefne dt la RavaUtre^ qai avoit fait beaucoap de 
*^ recherches fur nos anciennes Chaafons, pretend qae 
** c'eft a la Normandie qne noos devons nos premiers 
^' Chanfonniersy non a la Provence, et qa'il y avoic 
*' parmi noos des Chanfons en lanj^e vulgairis avant 
" celles des Pit>ven9aus, mais pofteneafement au Rcgn» 
** de Philippe I« oa a Pan i loe*. Ce feroit one an* 
Vol; I. d teriorito 

^ Revolutions de la Langue f ran^ife, a Ta fuite des Potsixs s v 

Roi DS NAVARK*t; 

O In pag. xzni of the tnK^liaata. for ** above a centwy, *^ rfi4 
** 6tetf a century* •' , 



i»ri N d t fi s o fc T tt fi 

** tcti^rke de |>lus A*txn dem) fttcVt t V epoqtife des pf^« 
" micrs Troabadourtj^jtie leuf Wftdrldi, yrihi ^ Nafirt^ 
** Jamef fixe a Tan 1162, ht,.^* fref. a VAnthoUgii 
Franf, ^'vo. 1765. 



- ^j u Thc*minftfel profcffioh * . . icqtiirc new pfi* 
•* vilegcsj " &c.] See what has been already tuggefted 
in the preceding notes. See pag. liii» ILt^ iv, lix, &c. 

The Reader will obferre, that» in the foregoing part 
0f this EfTay, I am careful to trs^ce the Defcent of the 
French and Englifh Minftrels only from the itinerant 
oral Poets of their Gothic anceftors the Franks and 
Saxons, and from the Scalds of their Daniih brethrtni 
in the North. For though the Bards of the ancient 
Gauls and Britoiis might feefii to have a claim of being 
considered as their more immediate predecefToh and 
inftrudors; yetthefe^ who were Celtic nations, we^e 
ah origint fo different a race of men ffom the others 
who were all of Gothic origin^ that I think one cannot^ 
in any degree, argue from the manners of the one to 
thofe of the other ; and the conquering Fratakr, Saxon^» 
and Danes, were much lefs likely to take op any 
cufloms from th^ir enemies the Gauls add Britons, whom 
they every where expelled, extirpated, or inflaved, 
than to have received and tranfmitted them from their 
own Teutonic anceftors in the North, among whom 
fuch cnftoms were known to have prevailed from the 
earlieft ages* 

(U) " They celebrated him aa the moft accompliihed 
** monarch, '* &c.] See Roger de Hoveden, (in Ri- 
cardo I.) who gives rather an invidious turn to this 
circumftance : '^ Hie ad augmentum it famam fui ndmirtis, 
em^ndicata carmina^ et rythmos adulatorios cemfarabat ; tt 
de regno Francorum Cantores et JocuLAroRES mu* 
nerihus allexeraty ut de illo canerent in plateis : et jam di-^ 
cebatur ubiquey quod non erat talis in orbe**^ 

(V) '^ TStat 



n 



FOUEGOING ESSAY. Ixvli 

(V) " That remarkable intercommunity, &c. be- 
*' tween th« French and Engliih minftrch, *' Sec] This, 
might, even in a great flieafure, be referred back 
perhaps to the Norman conqueft itfelf, when along with 
their French language and manners, the vidors doubt* 
lefs brought with them all their native prejudices, 
opinions, and fables ; which would not fail to be 
adopted by the Englifh minilrels, who folicited their 
favour. This interchange, &c. between the Minflreh 
of the two nations^ once begun, would be afterwards 
kept op by the great intercourfe that was produced 
among all the nations of Chriflendom in the middle 
ages, by %hcir uniting in the general Crufades ; and by 
that fpirit of Chivalry, which led the knights and their 
attendants, the heralds and minflrels. Sec, to ramble 
about continually from one court to another, in order 
to be prefent at folemn turnaments, and other feats 
of arms. 

(W) " The Minftrels under the proteaion of the 
" family of Dutton, Sic"] Sec Statut. Anno 39. R. 
Eliz. Chap. IV. " An A&, for punishment of Rogues, 
" Vagabonds, and Sturdy Beggars." 

§ XL . . • All Fencers, Bearwards, Common Players 
' of£nterlades, and Minstrels, wandering abroad, 

* (other than Players of Enterludes belonging to any 
' Baron of this Realm, or any other honourable Per* 

* fonage of greater degree, to be authorifed to play, 
' under the hand and feal of arms of fuch Baron or 

* Perfonage :) all Juglkrs f, Tinkers, Pedlers, &c% 
' . . . fhaU.be adjudged and deemed Rogues, Vaga- 

* bonds^ and Sturdy Beggars, &c. 

' § X. Provided always that this ASt, or any thing 

* therein conjcained, or any authority thereby given, 

* ihall not in any wife extend to difinherit, prejudice, 

d 2 * or 

t What was the precife meaning of this word at that nme, and in 
what re^efts the MiMSTtltvs and JucLSRt difFcrcd, I have nut 
4if€0v«rei. 



Ixviii NOTES ON THE: 

* or hinder John Dutton of Dutton in the Couirt/ 

* of Chefter, Efqaire, his heirs or aifignsy for, touah* 

* ing or concerning any liberty, preheminence, aatho- 

* rity, jurificlidion, or inheritance, which the faid John 

* Dutton now lawfully ufeth, or hath, or lawfully may 

* or ought to ufe within the County-Palatine of Che- 

* ftcr, and the County of the City of Chefter, or either 

* of them, by seafon of any ancient Charters of any 

* Kiijgs of this Land, or by reafon of any prefcription, 

* ufage, or title whatfoevcr.*. 

The fame Claufes are renewed in the laft ACt on this 

^ — 

Subjed, paiTed in the prefent Reign of Geo. in. 

(X) ** Edward I at the knighting of hi» fon," 

&c.] SecNic. Triveti Annales, Oxon 17 19. Svo. p. 342. 

" Infifto Pfntecoftes Rex fiUum fuum arm^ militaribut 
tinxit^^ 6f cmm io Comites Warenma^ H Arundeliay 
stiofyuir quorum numerus ducenus ^ quadraginta dieitttr 
excejtffi. Eodem die cumfediffet Rex in rmnfa^ no^is^mili^ 
titus circuffidatuSf ingreffa Ministrbllorum multi- 
TUDO, portantima muhipUci ornatu amiSumf ut militet 
practpue no*uos invitarenty V inducerentf ad *vdvendum 
fa^um armorum aliquod coram Jigno*^ 

(Y) " By an exprefs regulation, &c."] See in Hearne^s 
Append, ad Lelandi Colledan. Vol. VI, p. 3d. " A 
" DiETARiB. Writtcs publiflied after the Ordinance of 
** Earles and 'Barons, AnnoDom. 13 15." 

• £ INWARD by the grace of God, &c. to SherifFes^ 

* &c, grcctyng. Porafmuch as ... . many idle perfons, 

* undercoloirr of Mynstrblsie, and going in mef- 
^ fages, and other faigned bufinefs, have ben and yet 
' be receaved in other mens houfes to meate and drynke, 
' and be not therwith contented yf they be not largely 

* confydered with gyftes of the Lordes of the hotrfes : 

* &c, . . . Wb wyttyng to reftrayne fuche outrageous 
' enterprises ^nd idlenes, &c. have ordeyned .... that 

* tothei^Qufes of Prelates^ fiadks and Barons none ;e- 

* fort 
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' fort to meate and drynke, milefTehs be a Mykstrbl, 

* and of thefe Minstrb;.s that there come noneex* 
' cept it be three or four Minstrels of hokouR at the 
' moil: in one day» unlefTe he be deiired of the Lorde of 
' the Hoafe. And to the houfes of meaner men that 
' none come unleCe he be deiired, and that fach as ihall 

* come fo, holde themfelves contented with meate and 

* drynke, and with fuch curtefie as the Maifter of the 

* Uottfe wyl ihewe anto them of his owne good wyll> 

* without their afkyng of any thyng. And yf any one 

* do agaynft this Ordinaunce, at the firfU tyme he to 
*' lofe his MiNSTRBLsiE, and at the feconi tyme to 
' fbrfweare his craft, and never to be reeeaved for a 
' Minstrel in any houfe. . . . « Yeven at Langley the 
' vi4 day of Anguft, in the ix. yere of our reigne.' 

. Thefe abufes arofe again to as great a height as ever 
in little more than a century after ; in con^quence, I 
fappofe^ of the licentioufnefs that criept in daring ihe 
civiJ wars of Lancafter and York. This appears from 
an Extrad inferted by Do Cange, in his GloiTary, Ex 
Litteris Edwardi IV. Jan. 1 439. [apud Rymer f » Tom. II. 
p. 642.] ** Ml ft isTKALLOKV hA nofirorumaccepimus qua' 
liter nonnuUi ruies agricola H artifices diver/arum mtfti- 
rarum ngui noftri AngUa^ finxeruntfi fore Mi's iSTKhh^ 
£08» qmntm aliqui liber atam noftram eis minime datamfor- 
tarenty feipfos etiam fingentes ejfe Ministrallos no- 
STROS PROPRios, cujus qutdetu liber at a ac di3a artis 
five eccupationis Minis trallorum color ey in dinjerjis 
fartibiu regni noftri pr^diSli grandes pecuniarum exaSliones 
de Ugeis nofiris deeeptii/e colligunty i^c," 

This |:i:nd of abufe^ prevailed much later in Wales, 
as appears from the famous commiflion ifTued ouc in 
0. Eii^. 1^69. for bellowing the Silver Harp on the 
beft MinftreU Rhythmer^ or Bard in that Principality, 
&c. See the Commiflion at large in Mr. Evan Evans's 
^* Specimens of Welfh Poetry,'* &c. pag. v. 

d 3 (Z) " It 

t Not having Rymer at hani, I can only give it fron^ Du Oange, 
Col. 772. 
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(Z) <* It is thus related by Stow.**], See his 8arvey 
of London, &:c. fol. 1633. p« 521. [Ace. of Weftm, 
Hall.] Stow had this pafTage from Waliiogham's Hifi. 
Ang* • . . *^ Intra*vit quadam mulier ornata VLiST^iO'* 
Kali habitu, equum bonum in/idens HistRionaliter 
fhakratumy qua men/as more Histrionum circuiifit ; ^ 
tandem ad Regis men/am per gradus afcendit f, ^ quandam 
liter am coram regepofuit^ H retraBo fr^eno (faktatis uii- 
que difcumbentibus) prout itenerat it a reteffit^ &c." Angli-p 
ca. Norm. Script. &c. Franc* 1603. fol. p. 109. 

The Anfwer of the Porters (when they were after* 
t^rwards blamed for admitting her) deferves attention. 
" Non ejjemoris domus regia HiSTRiONEs abingre^-quo* 
modolibet prohibere, fcTr. Walfingh. 

The propriety of Stow's tranSating the original word 
Hiftrio here by Minftrel, &c. will hardly be queftioned 
by thofe who confider, that he lived before this Order of 
Men was extinA, and confequently was a much better 
judge than we can be now, how to exprefs their pro* 
fefiion properly : Should his authority need any con<- 
•£rmation, it may be obferved, that in John of Gannt'^ 
Charter; the French word Miuiftraulx is expreiied in 
Latin by Hifiriones. See below Note (B b) 

(A a) '^ There ihould feem to have been women of 
this profeffion," fcfc.JThis one might infer from the 
variety of expreifive names for this chara6ler in the 
middle ages, viz. Anglo-Sax. Clip -meben [Glee-maid- 
en], &C. jlypienbe-ma^en, jlypl^Dcnefrra* (vid. fopfS^ 
p. lij.) Fr. Jenghreffe. Med. Lat, Joculatrix^ Miniftra,"' 
liffa^ Famina Miniflerialisy &c. (vid. Du Cange Glofl*. 
& Suppl.) 

The fame alfo appears from the record concerning 
** CiCrtain Wopaen " quoted abov& in p. xl. 

I would 

•f* The MiNSTRKts and others often rode on horfcback up to thg 
f byal table, when the Kings were feafting in their Gijsat Hdlls. Sea 
sjB this Vol. p. 70. &c. 
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I would here obferve, opcf for all, that when the 
words HtfiriOf Mimus, Joculatar^ Minstkbl, &c. oc- 
cur in old writers,, it is not ytry certain that they are 
always to be underftood in the (ame precife and limited 
fenfe : for thefe names feem to have been fometimes 
jipplied to every fpecies of mtn, whofe builnefs it was 
to entertain or divert (joculari) whether with Poefy, 
Singing, Mafic, or Gefticuiation, fingly; or with a 
Mixture of all thefe, Vet as all men of this fort were 
coniidered as ^ongtAg to one Clafs, Order or Com- 
munity (all the above arts being often exercifed by the 
the £uQe jperibn) they had all of them doubtlefs the 
fame privileges, and it equally throws light upon the 
gjenjBxal Hiftory of the Profbflioi^ to fcew what favour 
jpr eA.99uri^ement was given, at any particular period 
of time, to any one branch of it. I have i^ot therefore 
thought it needful to inquire, in all the foregoing in- 
%m:es, whether the word Minftrel^ &c. is to be underr 
iiood in its ,e^4^ and proper meaning of a finger to the 
flarp, &c. 

That men of vejry different arts and talents were in- 
cljoded UJuier fJ^e common name of Minstrels, &c. 
appears frpm a variety of authorities. Thus we have 
Ueneftrels de Trompes and Henefireh de Bouche in the 
Sappl. to Du Cange, c. 1227. and it appeaxs iUll more 
evident from an pld French Rhyn^fei«, ^honi I Ihall 
l|uote aJt large, 

'^ ie <^eni * manda les MckesItx^ls^ 

** Bt fi ^ fct f crier €ntre els, 
f* Qai U meiilor trulfe U iauroit 
" Dire, ne fairc, <ju'il auroit 
f^ Sa robe d' efcarlate jftieve. 
.** L'nns Meneftrels a Tautre reuve 
** Fere fon meftier, tel qu'il fot, 

• LeComte. f Fait, || Somcttcj a Gibe 0r J^J}, or f outing 
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•* Li tmt fet V ynt, V autre fot j 
f* Li UJ18 chante, U autre note t 
«' £t 11 autres dit la note j 
" £t 11 autres la jenglerie } ) 
** Cil qui fevent de jonglerie 
" Vielent par devant le Cottte$ 
*f Aucuiu ja qui fabliaus conte 
f^ II i ot dit mainte riite.** Sec, 

]^abllaux et Contes, lamo. Tom. z. p. iSi^ 

All this kiad of Sports went by the generd name of 
Miiiiftralciat MinifteUorum Ludricay &c,— — -** Charta 
an. 1377. ^P^^ Rymer. to. 7. p. i6e. Pera3o autem 
prandioy a/cendehat D. Rex in cameram fuam cum Pr^lor 
tiSf Mapiatihus £sf Proctrihus fradi&is ': H deinceps Ma-: 
giuaei^ Milites li Domni, mliique Generofi diem sIUiMf i^f- 
qui ad ttmpus cana^ in TRiPUDiiSy corbis H solbmt 
F Ni BUS Mf NI8TR ALCiiSy fT^f gaudiofilm^mtotu iilhisf^ 
conisMiarunt,^* Du Cange. GloiT. 772. 

Sb) '' A charter .... to appoint a king of the 
inftrels, &c."] Intitled Caru !e Roy de Miniftrauhc. 
(In Latin Hiftrients. Vid. Plott. p. 437.) A copy of 
this charter may alio be fecn in Bloant's Law Pidion. 
1717. (art. King.) 

The MmsTRiLS feem to have been in many refpedU 
upon the fame footing with the Heralds. The King 
of the Minftrels, like the King at Arms, was an ufnal 
officer both here and in France, as appear* from Da 
Cange, whofe curious collections on this fttbje£t I ihall 
f|ibjoin entire. 

'* Rex MiNisTELLpavM; fupremus inter Mimfteh 
** hs : de cujus manere, ac ppteftate in Cfi^teros Mintr 
f*jlellest apit Charta tieprici IV. Regis Ang}iaD Gal- 
^' lica in A4onafl. Anglicano, torn. L pag. 3^^. Charta 

*' originalif 

^ Ja0f;lerie, babillage, niUerie. -f This I Aippofe was the Cpro^ 
fu/tiou of Kicb* JI. 
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^'pri^alis all. 1338. Jt Robert Ca^ueron Roy des Mt*^ 
^^nefirtuls du Roy aume Je France. Aliae ann. 13^7. & 
^' 136a. Copsn d$ Breqvin Roy de^ Menejtres du RoyautM 
f' if France. Compatafi^ de au^iliis pro redemptione 
^'ttegis Jbhannis, ann. 1367. Pour une CovronnB 
?* d' AacBNT ^ifil donna h jour de l^ Tiphaine au Rpy 
i* des Menejtrels. Charta an. 1387. apad Rymer, to0^ 
"7* P« 555? SuppUci^it nobis Johannes Caumz Rex 
f^ Minijirauorum nofirorum^ qui 'verfus di'ver/as partei 
'' tran/mqrinas tranfire propontt^^ Du Cange Clou. IV^ 

773- . 

*< Regieftam Magpioi*um Dierum Trecepfiam an« 

" 1296. Super quod Joannes diSus Charmillons juglator^ 

'' ctu dominus Rex per fuas lit&as tanquam Re gem ju** 

f*CLATORUM in citntate Trecenji Magifterium Juglato^ 

^^rum, qnemadmodum/ua placei^et *boluntati^ concejferat.^^ 

Da Cange, c. 1587. 

(C c) ** Minftrels were retained in all great anf 
^ noble famiiiesy &c."] Tn the ancient MS. (defcribel 
at the end of this vol. p. 367. containing an Account 
of the Eilablilhment of the Houihold of the Earl of 
Northnmberlandy in the 3d year of Hen. VIII. at his 
ipaftle of Lekixifield in Yprkihirc) occur feveral very 
corioas articles on this f\ih]eB,y which I ihall here fub^ 
join. 

Sea. V, 
** Of the Noumbre of all my lords Servaunts. '* 
**^ Item, Mynstrals tn Hoafhold iij. viz. A Ta«« 
" beret, a Lay te, and a Rebecc *. '* 

Sea. XLIV. 3. 
Rewardes to his lordAips Servaunts, &c. *' 
Item, My lord ufith ande accuf^omith to gyf yerljr, 
*' when his lordfchipp is at home, to bis Minstr aills 

"thai 

__. * # - . • " ' 

f This was a lund of Fiddle with three ftrlngs only. 
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f* that be d»ily in }ii« }ioi?fboI4# « his Tabrft, I^itp, 
*' ande Rebckp, uppn New Yexefda^ in lh« inornynM 
^* when tjiey do play at my lordis ChajnW Pour 
" for his Jjordfcjiip and piy LMy, xx. «. Viz. xiij. s, 
«**iiij. d. for my IfOrd; and yj. s. viy. d, f^r aay 
f * Lady, if fchp \>^ ^ ipy lords fyndyttge, god Ppt a| 
** Jiir owen ; Aud for playing ^t my iprdi« Soue ap4 
•* Heire's chamber pourc, the }ord J*«rey, ij. s. Ap4 
" for playingp ^f: the chamber Popres of my iQirdf 
•* Yonger Sondes, fay yojige piafters, after viij. d. tji^ 
•* pecc for everjr of them.— — xxiij, s, iiij. d,^* 

gcft. WV^' ^- 
** R^W^urde^ to be gevcn to ftran^ers, as maycrf* 

*< Mynftr^ls, or any pjhfr, ifc. '* 
" Furft, my lordp ufitb ^nd accqftomy th tP.gif to dm 
^' Kings Jug^er ; * . . • when they cuHQp^^e to ,CQifi» 
** unto hym yerely, — ^vj. s. viij, d. 
*< Item, my lorde ufith and accullomyth to gyf yerely 
to the kings or q^ee^es Be^war4c» if uiey h^ve 
^' one, when they cnftom to pom »nto hym ypj:ly*rT 
vj. s. viij. d. ' 

" Item, ray lord<» »fith and ;»cpi^9myt}i ^o £yfc 

ycrly to every Eries Mtkstrelj,js, wbe» %fiy 

cuftoflie to coxne tp hym yerely, iij. s. iiij. 4- Awi if 

^* they come to my lordc feldgme, ones iji ij or iij 

^* yeres, than vj. s. viij. d. 

^' Item, my lorde uiith and accuftomedeth to gife 
** yerely to an Erls Mynstralls, if he be his ^e- 
" ciall lorde, frende, or kynfmao, if they come y^ely 

** to Ms lordfchip And, if they come tjo piy 

** * lord ' feldome, ones in ij or iij y^xcs . . • . " 

• ••*«,• 
*• Item, my lorde wfith and accaftomy th to gyf yerely 
** a Dookes or Erlis Trumpbtts, if they come vj to- 
«• gether to his lordfchipp, viz. if they come yerly, 
** yj. s. viij. d. And, if tney come but in ij or iij 
f* yeres, than x. s. 

f' Item, 
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** Item, my lorde nfitb and accuftometh to gife ycrly, 
** when his lordfcbip u *t homie, to gyf to the Kyngs 
** Shawm BS, when they com to njy lorde yerely, x. s," 

# # • • • 

I cannot conclude this note without obferving that 
in this Ancient MS, the family Minstrels feem to 
have been Mui^ciaxis only, and yet both the earls* 
X»VMPETS and the king's Shawmes, are evidently 
diftinguilhed from the earls' Minstrels, and the 
king's JuGLAR ; whether this laft continued to be ex^ 
a^Iy the fame with the Joculatfir Re^is in the PooqicS'- 
4ay book, I cannot determine, 

(D d) " A fpecies of m^n who did not fing, &c.'*l 
It appe«rs from the pafTage of Erafraus h^rt referred 
to* that there iUli exifted in England of that fpecies of 
y^ngliurs or Minstrels, whom the French called by 
die peculiar name of Conteours, or Reciters in profe ; 
J^ is in his £cclefiafiej, where he is fpeaking of fuch 
P/eachers, as imitated the Tone of Beggars or Moun- 
tebanks t'— *^ jipud Anglos efifimile genus homnuntj quaks 
0pud Italofjunt ciretdatores [Mountebanks] de quibus mod9 
di3um efly qui irrumpunt in eotmivia Magnatum, aut 
in Cauponas Vin arias ; et atgumentum aliqmdy quod 
tdidicerutfts irtcit^nt ; puta mortem omnibus dominariy ant 
fmrndem matrimonii*^ Sed quoniam ea lingua monofyllabis 
fere confiati quemadmodum Germanica ; at que illi [fc. thia 
peculiar fpecies of Reciters] Jiudio 'uitant cantum^ nobis 
[ic. Efafmus, who did nor underil^nd a word of Englifh] 
lairare 'videntur ixerius quam loqui.^' Opera, Tom. V. 
c« 95*. (Jortin. Vol. 2. p. 193.) As Erafmus was cor- 
re&ng the vice of preachers, it was more to his point 
to bring an inftfince from Moral Reciters of Profe, than 
from Chanters of Riiyme, though it may be eafily fup- 
pofed, that thefe were far more numerous and common, 
^nd would b^ i^ general more popular. 

(E e) " A 
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(Ee) ** A writer there prcfcnt."] See a very curious 
*f Lktter, wherein part of the entertainment nntoo 
^< the Qneenz Majedy at Killingworth Cafil. in War* 
*f wick-(hear» in this Soomerz ProgrefT, 1575, iz iig- 
*f nified. &c," i2mo. i>L let. The orthography of thif 
writer (whofe name was Ro. Lakqham, as appears 
ijrom fol. 84.) is not followed in th,e Text, being not 
that of the age he lived in, but ^p peculiar refult of 
his Qv^n ignorance or aSeftation^ 

(F f) '* Little Mi&ellamesnamedGAaLANOs/&c.'*} 
In the Pepyfiai^ and other libraries, are preferred a 
great nnipper of thefe in black letter, lamo. under the 
following quaint and affef^d titles, viz. 

I. A Crowne Garland of Goulden Rofes gathered 
out of England^s koyall Garden, 8cc, by Richard John* 
fi>n, 161 2. [In the Bodleyan Library.]— a. The Gialden 

Garland of Princely Delight. •%. The Garland of 

Good-will, by T. D. 1631. 4. The Royal Gatland 

of Love and Delieht, by T. D.-^ 5. The Garland of 

l,ove and Mirth, oy ThiDmas Laofier. — r^. The Gar- 
land of Delight, &c, by Tho. Delone.— 7. Cupid's 
Garland fet round with Guilded Rofes. — 8. The 
Garland of Withered Rofes, by Martin Parker, 1656. 
■■ f ..g. The Shepherd's Garland of Love, Loyalty, Sec, 
10. The Country Garland.— 11. The Golden 
Garland of Mirth and Merriment.— ^—12. The Lover's 
Garland. — —13. Neptune's fair Garland.— r* 14. Eng- 
land's fair Garland.-* 1$. Robin Hood's Garland. 

i6. The Maiden's Garland. 17. A Loyal Gar- 
land of Mirth andPaftime.— -— 18. A Royal Garland of 
pew Songs. . &c. &c. &c. 

This fort of petty publications had anciently the name 
5)f Penny-Merriments : as little religious trafb of 
the famefize were called Penny Godlinesses : In thf 
fepyiian Library are multitudes of both kinds. 

THE END OF THE ESSAY, &c- 

C0N5 
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tie^erkeardtheoldfoiigofPercieindbongias, tkatt 
foiind not my heart moved more tium with a tnihi|»et : 
and yet * it' is fang but by fome blinde crowder, with 
«o rougher voice, than rude ftile s which bedog lb 

■ 

evitl apparelled in the duft and cobweb of thatancivill 
age» what would it work, trimmed in the gorgeous 
eloquence of Pindare ? 

. Sir Philip Syoket^sDsfbncs op PoBTar* 
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SONGS AND BALLADS, 



SERIES THE FIRST. 
B O O K I. 



I 

'rHE ANCffiNT BALLAD or CHEVY-CHASE. 

Thfiuheriiit fiitg of Chevy-Chase hat tvtr hu» 
4nliturtd hjcampttiHt ju4gl). thafi ginuitii ftrekri cf naturi 
and artltfs fajjion, lubicb have tndiartd it to thi maft 
JtmfU readers, hatte retetmaended it ta tie itieft refined; 
and it has ejuaJlj been the emufemmt efeur tbildheed, end 
the /avenriit efeur riper jeare. 

Vol.. I. B Mr. 
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' Jifr. Addifon has gvven an excellent critique^ on this t/iry 
popular ballad^ hut is miftaken 'with regard to the antiquity 
0^ the common receipted copy ; for thisyif one may judge front 
the ftyky cannot he older than the time of Elizaheth, and nvas 
prohahly ivritten afier the elogium of Sir Philip Sidney: 
perhaps in confequence of it, I fatter myfelf I hante here 
recovered the genuine antique poem^ : the true original fong^ 
^which appeared rude even in the time of Sir Philips and 
caufed him to lament ^ that it nvasfo ewUapparelled in the 
jrugged garh of antiquity. 

This curiofty is print edy ffom an old manufcrtpt^ at the 
end of Hearn^s preface to Gvl. Neivhrigienfs Hifi. }7I9* 
Si/^v 'voL I* To the MSt Copy is fuhjoir^d the name of the 
author, Rychard SheaL£§: ixihom Hearne had fo little 
judgment as tofuppofe to he the fame idth a R. Sheale, ixjho 
tjuas li*uin^ in 1588. But ^lohoever examims the gradation 
of language and idiom in the foUotving 'volumes y nvill he 
con*innced that this is the ptoduSion of lan earlier poet. It 
is indeed exprefsly mentioned among fome very ancient fongs in 
an old book intituled. The Complaint of Scotland ^y (foL 42.) 
under the title of the ^Im^t is of Chevet, ivherethetw^ 
follo*wing lines are aljo quoted. 

The Perfibe and the Mongasirye mette |« 
That day, that d^y, that gentil day || : 

Which, tho* not quite the fame as they ftand in the haliadr 
yet differ not more than might be ovoing to the author* s 
quoting from memory. Indeed vohoever confiders theftyle and 
orthography of this old poem <will not be inclined to place it 
lonuer than fhe time of Henry VI : as on the ether hand the 
mention of %9mti tbt &ciittif^ Ifting 4., <with one or tnvo 
Ana'chronifms, forbid us to ajjign it an earlier date. King , 
James I, ivho vjas prifoner in this kingdom at the death of 

hit 

* Spe^ator, No 70. 74. 

§ Subfcribeif. after the ufual manner of our old pottiy (^pliCEt{| [«*- 

flmtl quot[j OpdjarH ;^|iealc, 

"f- One of the earlUfi frodu^iom of the Sc9ttyh prefs, noiv to be found. 
The t'lde^age was nvanting in the copy here qu9ted', but it is fuppoftd t§ 
have been printed in 1 ^^. See Ames, 

X See Pt, 2. 1/, 25. II See £t, i, v. 104. 4- -P^* 2, v. j6. I4«» 
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tufaihir^% did not ^utear the crown of Scftiand till the ft" 
cond year of our Henry VI [j, hut hfore the end of that 
long reign a third James had mounted the throne f» Afuc- 
eej^n of two or three Jameses^ and the long detetttion of 
one of them in England^ would render the name familiar to 
the Englijhy and difpofe a poet in thofe rude time to ginje it 
to atey Seottijb king he happened to mention. 

So much for the date of this old hallad: with regard to 
its fuhjedij altho* it has no countenance from hiftory^ there is 
room to think it had originally ftmie foundation infoQ, It 
was one of the Laws of the Marches frequently renewed he^ 
tween the tnvo nations 9 that neithet\pdrty Jhould hunt in the 
other^s h^ders^ fwithout lea^e from the proprietors or their 
deputies (• ^bere had long been a ri'valfijip hetvjeen the t<wo 
martial families of Percy and Douglas ^ tvbicb heightened by 
the national quarrel^ mufi ha've produced frequent challenges 
and ftruggles for fuperiority^ petty inijajions of their re/pec^ 
tive domains^ and foarp comefis for the point of honour ; 
which 'would not alivays be recorded in hijlory. Something 
of this kind *we mayfuppoje ga've rife to the ancient ballad of , 
/i&f Hunting a' the Cheviat-I-- Percy earl of North- 
umherland had *uowed to hunt for three days in the Scott ijh 
border ^without condefcending to ajk league from earl Douglas ^ 
'who tuas either lord of the foil, or lord <warden of the 
marches* Douglas luould not fail to refent the infult^ and 
endeaitour to repel the intruders by force : this *would natu- 

B 2 rally 



• Pn>o died Aug. 5. 1406^ in the jthyear of our Hen. W. 

Il^tfmn J. Wfli crowned May 22. 1424. murdered Feb, 21. 1436-7. 

\ J» 1460.— //*». K/« vfas ekpofed 1^61 ', rejiored and Jlain I471. 

X hem. . . Conpordatom eft, quod, . • . m u l l u s unius partis vel 
alterius ingrcdiatur terras, bofchas, forreftas, waiTenas, loca, dominia 
qujKunque alicujus partis alterius . fubditi, caui'a venandi, pifcandi, 
aucupandi, difportum aut folatium in eifdem, aliave quacunque de 
caufa, ABs<^VE licentia ejus .... ad quern . . . loca .... 
. . pertinent, aut dc deputatis fuis prius capt. & obtent. Fid. Bf* 
tiUhUfans Leges Marchiarum. 1705. ^vo, pag. 27. 51. 

4- Thh ivas tic original utte» See the ballad^ Pt. i. v. io6. Pf. 
2. V 165. 
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rally produce ajhatrp confli^ hetnveen the two parties : fime^ 
thing of nvhichy it is probable j did really happen^ tho* not 
attended ivith the tragical circumjtances recorded in the bal- 
lad: fortbefe are e*vidently borrotved from thif Battli, or 
Ottb^r BOURN*, a very different events but njohich after* 
times ivould eafily confound ijoitb it. That battle might he 
cwing to fome fuch previous affront as this of Chbvy 
Chase, though it has efcaped the notice of hifiorians. Our 
poet has evidently jumbled the tnuo tvents together : if indeed 
the lines f in nuhich this miftakeis madej are not rather Jpw 
riouSf and the after- infertion of Jome perforiy nvht^ did not 
diftinguijh betiueen the ^o ftories» 

Hearne has printed this ballad ^without am di^ifim of 
fianjcas, in long lines j as he found it in the old turitten co- 
py : but it is ufualto find the diftinSion offianzas negUSed 
in ancient MSS ; njuhere^ to fa<ve roomy tivo or three <verfes 
are frequently given in one line undivided. See flagrant 
infiances in the Harleian Catalog* No, 2253. f, 29. 34. 
61. 70. ^ pajjim* 

The First Part. 

'Tp H E Perfe owt of Northombarlande, 

And a vowe to God mayd he, 
That he Wolde hunte in the mountayns 

Off Chy viat within dayes thre. 
In the mauger of doughte Dogles, 5 

And all that ever with him be. 

The fattifte hattes in all Cheviat 

He fayd he wold kill, and cary them away : 

Be my feth, fayd the dougheti Doglas agayn, 
I wyll let that hontyng yf that I may. 10 

Then 

. * See the next taJIad. f Vid, Pt. '2. 1/. 1 67. 

V, 5. magger in Hearne i PC, [Printed Copy.'[ 
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Then the Perfe owt of Banbdrowe cam. 

With him a myghtye meany ; 
With fifteen hondrith archares bold ; 

The wear chofen out of fhyars thre*. 

This begane on a monday at morn 1 5 

In Cheviat the hillys fo he ; 
The chyld may rue that ys un-born. 

It was the mor pitte. 

The dryvars thorowe the woodes went 

For to reas the dear ; ^o 

Bomen bickarte uppone the bent 
With ther browd aras cleare. 

Then the wyld thorowe the woodes went 

On every fyde (hear j 
Grea-hondes thorowe the gr-evcs glent . 25 

For to kyll thear dear. 

The begane in Chyviat the hyls above 
Yerly on a xponnyn day \ - 

B^ 'Be 

r 

; ♦ . 

Ver. II. ThethcPcr(e. PC. f^. 13. archardes bolic off blood 
and bone. PC* V. 19. throrowe. PC, 

• Bf tbtU " ihyars thre" is probably meant three dlfit iSfs in North' 
umberlandy which JHll go by the name of (liires, and are all in the 
nejgbiwrhood o/* Cheviot. Thefe are liidnd-diirey being the dijiria fo 
named from Hofy^ljland : Norchamflxire, fo called from the tovvn and 
caflUof Noreham(or Norbam)\ <m</ Bamboroughfliire, the tvard tt- 
hundred belonging to Bamborough-tafile and town. 
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Pe that it dtewt to the ovrarc off mifie 
^^Wt A^ hottdrith fat hartes icd tker k^. 30 

The blcwe a niort iippone the bent, 
The fejnblyd on fy dis (hear ; 
• To the quyr^y then the Perfi we«t 

To fe the bry ttlyngc off the deare. 

He fayd, It was the Duglas promys 3^ 

This day to meet me hear ; 
' But I wyfle he wold faylle ve^^Hl^t : 

A gret oth jhe perfc fwe^. 

At the lafte a fquy^r of Nortbombelonde 

Lokyde at his hand fall ny, 49 

He was war ath tbf 4ott^)etie DOglas comyii|fe ; 
With him a myghtp Vji^mf, 

r 

Poth with f^ear, ^ byll,' and brandc : 

y t was' a myghti fight to fe. 
Hardyar men both oiEF hart nar hande 45 

Wear n6|: in Chriftiatit^. 

The wear twenty bopdrith fpear-men good 
Withoutcn any fayle ; 
* The wear borne a-long be the watter a Twyde, 
Yth bowndes of Tividale. * 50 

x^eavc 

r, 31. blweamot. fPC. T. 42. myghtte. TC. faffm* V^ 43. 
WylJy. Pi- ^« 4^» withowte . . ._ fealc, PC^ . • 



tcavc off the brytljr»|^ of the dear, ke fiiydc. 
And to your bowys tayk good heed ; 

JFor never fithe ye w^ar 091 your laothars borae 
Had ye' never fa sikkk need* 

The doo^d Pojglas on a ftede 5 i 

He rode U» men beforne $ 
His arqior glytteryde as dyd a glede j 

A boJd^r.barac wjts iievfr horn^ 

Tettnitt ' .wbs£ men )^ ar^ be lays. 

Or whos men tkat ye be : ^ 

)^ho gave yooe Iea,ve to bwftle in thia 
Chyviat chays in tbe %yt of me i 

The firfi mane tliat tvet him an anfwear ni^yd, 

y t waji the good Jor d Pcrft ; 
We wyU not tell the ' what' men we ar, he frys, 6} 

Nor whos men that we be ; 
Put we wyll hount hear in this chays 

Inthelpyteofthyne^ and of the. 

The fkttifie hartes in all Chyviat 

We have kyld, and caft to carry them a-way. 70 
Be my troth, layd the doughtc Dogglas agayn, 

Ther-for the ton of us fliall de this day, 

B 4 Then 

r. KZ. boys lock ye tayk. PC. K 54. ned. PC. V. 56. atthis. 

?c, r. 59. whos. PC. KH' wh?y«. PC. v. 71. ag^y* ^^- 
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Then fayd the doughte Doglas 

Unto the lord Perfc : 
To kyli all thes giltles men, y j 

A-las ! it wear great pitte. 

But, Perfc, tbowe art a lord of lande, 
I am a yerle callyd within my contre'; 

Let all our men uppone a parti ftande { - 

And do thebattiell off the and of me. 80 

Nowe Criftes cors on hi« crowne, fayd 'the lord Perfe» 

Who-foever ther-tp ikys nay. 

Be my troths dbaglite D^oglas/ he bys, 

Thpw ihalt ne^er fe that day ; 

-^^^ 

Nethar in Ynglonde, Skottlonde, nar France> 85 
Nor for no irfan of a woman born» . 

But and fortune be my chance, 
I dar met him on man for on. 

Then befpayke a fqny^ off NortbombarloAde, 
Ric. Wytharynton was his nam ; 99 

It fhall never be told in Sothe-Ynglonde, be fays. 
To kyng Herry the fourth for fham. ' 

I wat youe byn great lordes twa^ 
I am a poor fquyar of lande ; 

I wyll 

K 81, fayd thp th?. PC, V. 88.. on. u e, one, V, 93. ^aw, PC. 
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I wyll never fe my^aptayne fyght on a fylde, 99^ 

And ftande my-CeMCf and looke on» 
But whyll I may my wcpponc welde 

I wyll not * fayP both haite and hande. 

That day, that day, that dredfull day : 
The firft FIT t i»«rc I fyndc. 100 

/Vnd you wyll here any mor athe hontyng athe Chy- 
yet ys ther mor behynde. {viat 



The Second Part. 



THE Ynggliflit men hade ther bowys yebent, 
Ther hartes were good yenoughe ; 
The firft of arros that the ftiote ofF, 
Seven ikore fpear^men the floughe. 

Yet bydys the yerle Doglas uppon the bent, 5 

A captayne good yenoughe. 
And that was fene verament. 

For he wrought horn both woo and wotiche. 

The J>oggla9 pertyd his oft in thre, 
Lyk a cheffe ch^ften off .pryde, 10 

With 

^* 106. yottc . . • hountyng. PC, K 3. firft, i. e, Bight* V, 5. 
>y*iy.i. PC. 

t FIT. n/. Giojp. 



po AifClEHT S ON<|.$ 

Widi fuBx fpearet offmyghtte tre 
The cam in on evcjy fyie. 

Throghe our YnggUflie archti/ 

Gave many a woande fall wyde ; 
M^ny a^ dottghetie tlue gtfde to dy; i ^ 

Which ganyd& them no piyde. 

■ 

The Yngglyflie men tet tk^^ar bo^s bc^ 
And palde owt brandes that wer bright^ 

It was a hevy fyght to fe 
Bryght fwordes on bafiiites lyght* zi> 

Thorowe ryche male, and myne-ye-ple 
Many fterne the ftroke downe fbeght ; 
. Many a freyke» that was fall free> 
Ther undar foot dyd lyght. 

At laft theDnglaa and the Per(e met, %t 

Lyk to captayns of myght and mayne ; 

The fwapte togethar tyll the bodi fwat 
With fwordes, that wear of fyn myUan« 

Thes woTthe freckys for to fyght 

Ther-to the wear full fayne, 39 

Tyll the bloode owte of thear bafnetes fprente. 

As ever dyd heid or rayne. 

. Holde 

V, 17. boys. PC ' n 18, bnggt. JPC. V. ^i, dmrowe. PC. 
P: za. done. PC. y, 26. to> ;'. e. two. Ibid, and of. PC^ fi 
3Z. ram. P,C. 
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Holde the, P«Ffe, fayd the Deglas, 

And i' feth I fhall the hrynge 
Whcr thowe flialte have a ycrls wagis * Jj 

Of Jamy our Scottiih kyngc. 

Thouc fhalte have thy ranfom frc, 
I hight the hear this thinge, 
t For the manfullyfte man yet art thowe^ 

That ever I conqaeryd is filde fightysg. 4a 

Nay • then' iayd the lord Perie, 

I tolde it the befome. 
That I wolde never yeldydc be 

To no man of a woman born. 

With that ther cam an arrowe haflcly 45 

Forthe off a mightic wane *, 
Hit hathe ifiekene the yerleDuglaa 

In at the breft bane. 

Thoroae lyvar and longs bathe 

The fharp arrowe ys gane, 50 

That never after in all his lyffe days 

He fpayke mo wordc$ bot ane, 
That was, Fyghtc ye, my merry men, whyllys yc 
may. 

For my lyff days ben gan* 

The 

K 33. helde. PC. r. 36. Scottifli. PC. K 49. thromuc. PC, 

• Wane, i, e, anc wf, fi, man, wi arr$w atmfiem a mighty one: 
fropt 4 mighty man* 
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The Per{e leanyde on his brande, '^ cc 

And fawe the Duglas de ; 
He tooke the dede man be the hande^ 

And fayd^ Wo ys me for the ! 

To have favyde thy lyfFe I wold have pertyd with 
My landes for years thre, 69 

For a better man of hart, nare of hande 
Was not in all the north coontre. 

Off all that fe a Skottiihe knyght. 
Was callyd Sir Hewe the Mongon-byrry, 

He fawe the Dagl^s to the deth was dyght ; 6; 
He fpendyd a fpear a trufli tre ; 

He rod oppon a corfiare 

Throughe a hondrith archery ; 
He never ftyntydc, nar never blane 

Tyll he came to the good lord Perfe. 70 

He fet nppone the lord Peric 

A dynte, that was full fbare ; 
With a fuar fpear of a myghte tre 

Clean thorow the body he the Perfe bore, 

Athe tothar fyde, that a man myght (e, 75 

A large cloth yard and mare : 
Towe bettar captayns wear nat in Criftiante, 

Then that day ilain wear thare. 



An 



♦ r. 74. bcr. PC, F. 78. ther. PC. 
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An archar off Northomberlonde 

Say dean was the lord Perfe, 8# 

He bar a bende-bow in his hande. 

Was made off trufti tre : 

An arow, that a cloth yarde was lacg. 

To th* hard ftcle halyde he ; 
A dynt, that was both fad and foar, 85 

He fat on Sir Hewe the Mongon-byrry. 

The dynt yt was both fad and * foar/ 

That he of Mongon-byrry fete ; 
The fwanc-fethars, that his arrowc bar. 

With his hart blOod the wear wete *. 90 

Ther was never a freake wone foot wolde fle. 

But ftill in ftour dyd ftand, 
Heawyng on yche othar, why 11 the myght drc. 

With xnacy a bal ful brande. 

This battell begane in Chyviat 95 

An owar befor the none. 
And when even-fong bell was rang 

The battell was nat half done. 

The tooke * on* on ethar hand 
Be the lyght off the moite ; 100 

Many 

* 

r. 80. Say, i. e, Sawe, V, 84. haylde, ?C, V\ 87. far. fC, 

* i:hh incident is taken from the battle of Otterhourn\ in which Sir 
Rygb Montgomery, Knt. (fon of John Lord Mofir^omeryJ was Jkitt 
^itif an arrow, Vid, Crawforat Ptera^e* 
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Many hade no ftrengfat for to ftaade. 
In Chyviat the hyllys abant. 

Of fifteen hondrith archars of YngloAde 

Went away but fifti and thre ; 
Of twen ty hondricti (pear^^men of SkotloAde, i o j 

But even five and fifti : 

But all wear (layne Cheviat withm: 
The hade no ftrengthe to ftand on he :• 

The chylde may rue that ys un-borne. 

It was the mor pitte. i lo 

Thcar was ilayne with the lord Perfc 

Sir John of Agerftone, 
Sir Roger the hmde Hartly, 

Sir Wyllya^I the bolde Hearone. 

Sir Jorg the worthe Lovele li^ 

A knyght of great renowen. 
Sir RaiF the rychc Rugbe 

With dyntes wear beaten dowcne. 

« 

For Wetharryngton my harte was wo. 

That ever he ilayne fhulde be ; ^ 1 20 

For when both his leggis wear hewyne in to. 

He knyled and fought on hys kne. 

Thef 



y, 102. tibou. PC, y. 108. ftrenge .... hy. PC, K 115- 
loulc. PC. /'. 121. in to, i,e, in two, /'. 122. Yet^e . , . kny* 
PC. 
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iTher was fla^ae widi the dovglieti Doaglas 

Sir Hcwe the Moogon-byny, 
S|r Davye Lwdale, that worthe was, 12; 

His fiftars fim was he : 

Sir CSsarles a Mnm» in that place» 

That never a foot woldc fle ; 
Sir Hewc Maxwell, a lordc he was. 

With the IXi^las dyd he dcjr. 1 yjf 

So on die siarrowe the may de them byean 

OS byrch, and hafell fo * gray' ; 
Many wedouis with wepyng tears. 

Cam to fach thcr makys a-way. 

Tivydale may carpc ofF care, 1 3 5 

Northombarlond may mayk grat mone. 

For towe foch captayns, as flayne wear thear. 
On the march pcrti ftiall never be none. 

Word ys commcn to Edden-burrowe 

To Jamy the Skottifhe kyng, 140 

That dottgheti Duglas, lyff-tcnant of the Merches^ 

He lay flcan Chyviot with-in. 



His handdes dyd he weal and wryng. 
He fayd, Alas, and woe ys me 1 



Such 



V, lyi, gay. PC. r. 136. mon. PC. V. 138. npn. PC. 

Por the Names in this and the f ongoing page^ fee the Remarks at tbe 
ttut of tbe next Ballad, 
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Such another captayn Skotland within^ 14]; 

He fayd, y feth fhnld never be. 

Worde ys commyn to lovly Londone 

Till the fourth Harry our kyng. 
That lord Peric, leyfF-tenante of the Merchis, 

He lay ilayne Chyviat within. 150 

God have merci on his foil, fayd kyng Harry, 

Good lord, yf thy will it be ! 
I have a hondrith captayns in Yynglonde, he fayd. 

As good as ever washee : 
But Perfc, and I brook my lyfFe, 155 

Thy deth well quyte Ihall be» * 

As our noble kyng made his a-vowe, 

Lyke a noble prince of renowen. 
For the deth of the lord Perfe, 

He dyd the battel of Hornby 11-down : 160 

Wher fyx and thrittc Skottiih knyghtes 

On a day wear beaten down : 
Glendale glytteryde on ther armor bryght, ' 

Over caftill, towar, and town. 

This was the hontyngc oiF the Cheviat ; 165" 

That tear begane this fpurn : 

Old 



r. 146. yc feth. PC, V, 149. cheyff tcnnantc. PC." 
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Old men that knowen the grownde well yenoughe. 
Call it the Battell of Ottcrboni. 

At Otterborn be^n this Q>arad 

Uppon a monnyn day : 170 

iTher was the doiigghte £>o^las (lifail. 

The Peric never went away. 

Ther wiu sever a tym on the. march partes 

Sen the Doglas, and the Perfe inet» 
But yt was marvele, and the rede blude ronne h6t. 

As the reane doys in the flrec« J76 

Jhefne Crift bur balys bfctei 

And to the blys us brynge ! 
Thus was the hountynge of the Chevyat : 

God fend us ail good ending ! i8q 

Vot. L . C It THE 



•*• Tiftjfyli of this and tht fiUovnng haUad is untom* 
^imdy ruggui and uncouth f on/aing t0 their being writ in tii 
ifery caarjtfi and broadeft northern Dialed. 

The battle of Hotnlyll'dowt^ w ttumbktm^ 'was fought 
^ept. 14. 1402. (anno 3. Hen. IF,) ^wherein the Enghflf^ 
mder the command of the E. of Northumberlandt and his 
fin Hot/pur i gained a compleat mSory over the ^cots, Thi 
tillage of Hu MBLUTOir is one mile north-fwefi fr^m WoolUr 
in Northumberland: near it are ttuo hi lis 9 ivhich retain t0 
this day evident marks of encampments. — Humbleton ts in^. 
Glbnoale ward, ^ diftrid fo named in this coun^, and 
mentiened ^bove in ver. 163. 
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The B a T T !,£ <J p b t f E It ^ 6 tJ ft N E.- 

l*he only battle ^ *wVimnah Edrt of bHgjtOi'^as fiaift 
fighting <with a Perey^ oim^I^/ of Otterbourny nvbici is 
the fuhjeaWthif iidiai. It is 'im Ydmii^Mtlmwlkw- 
able partiality of an, Ei^Ujbjtoe\anel nauh iptbejame maM- 
ner^as it is recorded in theMngliJb Cbroiiicles. ^he Scottif^ 
njf^iters ha^ve^ 'with a 'partiality at ledfi as ekckfii^ley *r#- 
Itaei it no Ufs in their ^ifdm fa^mislr*' - Liteitfy' nme *kave a 
*very circumftantial narrati<ue of the mihoh affair from 
Froiffart a French hiftofias^ ^<wp^ eip^ars. to it sinbiejffed* 
Froiffart*s relation is fKolix ; I fiall therefore give it as 
abridged by Carte ^^ nvho has To<weviriMdret6urfi toother 
authorities, nnd. differs -from Fntffift Hhf^ fifipgt^ mshicb^ 
J^allnote in the mdrgjm* . . ^ u^^ 

' I»the tnvelfth year of Richard II. i^2By^^^heSeOts tai- 
ling advantage of the confu/fi^s of this nation f d^fUlling 
^* tmih a party into the 'wefi^marcheSf ravaged the cou nty 
^ about Car UJlcy and carried off y^ prifoners. It vaas vJ^f 
^' It yn^h greater fsartiylteqded Ifyjbme ofybe frikcip&l ho- 
^ hiUtyy t/tat, ifi the^ beginning of At^jt*, Hiey invaded 
'* Northumberland : -ecml having <wajled pasft^f the county.^ 
•* of Durham^ J advanced to the gates of Nevjcaftte t vfhere^ 



«*jr 



' • FrtiJUkrt Jpeah ofhothfaftUs-Ccofjilfhir in all tfinore tbdn i^jOCO- 
1^) m entering England at the fame time : Ifut the- greater fart by way 
^Cariijie. ♦ , . 

•f And, according to tie ballad, that part of Northumberland Called 
JBiamborougbfifire ^ a large trail of land jo named from the town and taj^^ 
tie ofBamborougb'^ formerly the refdence of the Northumbriwn Kings* 
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t$ Ufmy Imrd Pere^j fiurnfimed Ue^uty /ont0ih tflrl qf 
M^Hhumif^ldnd,^ In t^ir r^ecH iome, they ^it^kid the 
€0^file Iff Qtttrhmrn ; find in the e^ning ^Jbfg* 9. (as ' 
theEpg^ V3rttfr4jt^^ or rather^ fiec^rdin^ fa froijitf'i^ ■ • 
^ng* l%i) ^f^er 4m u^ju<cefif»l ^f0^U rMurf /urfiri^d in ' ' 
tb^ jCA9^ Vihiek <Wiii ^ery ftrong^ ,fy Hevrjfy 'jm}»^ nt ' 
thefirft onfet put them into a good deal of c^fiffion. But 
j€me$€mi.^ D^ugJ^ rMi^ its pttn^ iier* Mjmd sua 
if ike itfi-fmfgjbi 4Miw5 ttfr^tuppen^d in/h/it ftge-^b^k 

bimfeif \6/igJlm^fin ih^^ % ; {hfi iarl ^f Murrey *»«?<- 
tfdfy winded i und Uol^pitr y« *witk Ms IrQther Raffh 
Pefi^, -takMH frifinxrfp Th^difafiers *» iofhJidH ha9^* 
gtvtM <««^4a«>|0 jtHfijvfnf rfthe engagement's keing di/^ » 
pttUd% fn^ifitif^ {'is^ d^rruti^ his reUetion frem a S^<fi 
imghif twfi fentkmm tf the fam c^umtry^ end as sn^wy 
cfF'eix\) mjfirming^ttHitt the Sftfts renmiAeJ fsutfiers sf tie 
fold; emJ-tbe Engli/k Vfriter^ it^u0(ii^ tke .contrary* 
Th^ia^M^imM Hm tieEngUjh kud 4be .hettMr rft^e • 
day: hjift^ night i^mittg m, /<nnfirf ihe 7»r^hirn lor^dfy- 
ismiag 'wiii thr "hi^ap i^Durbavt /« jiMir ^/Mmce, kU- 

C 2 >* Ui 



^lUs ctrctmfiaiw is emitted in the (foilsef* ffotfpur andJ)ovgfas 
^tue Pwo young ntxarrUns ntuth efibefd^e^igs* ' ' ' 

-f)- Fr^lffart Jiys the ^fig/ifb tgtasJed -tie Scm in mnnier4bree to ape, . 
hut that thefe hMithe advantage oftbc'^ound, and rverc nlfo frejh from 
feep, while the Etiglip ^en greatly fatigued ivitb their ^revhus ^ 
march, 

X By flemy JL» >Per<yy ^icetrding ^0 tint haSad, andjotr tld^iq^ . 
hifitrianif as St«w, Spegd^ ^c. but borne dtAttn by numben^ if KUi ■ 
«•/ Believe FrTiffart, 

I Hotfpur (after a very fharp corfliSI) was taken .priJoner,by Jpfm ' 
hrd Momgcfitery, tvhofe eJdeftfin Sir Hugh ivasjlain in -the fame a)^ion 
v^b an arnnvy ^leeording to iravtfuxd^s Petrmgt fandfemu-olfr to ie * 
dhided to in the foregoing ballad, p, 13*^ but taken prifoner and ex* 
(hanged for Hctjpur^ according to this ballad, 

4- Froijfdrt ( according to the Eng, Tranflation) fays he had his, a^- 
ewntfrom twojquires of England, arJfrcma knight arJ f quire of Sm* 
biHd, fion after the battle* ' 
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** led many of tbem ly mi/take^ Juppefing them t9 ht Scats % 
*' and the earl of Dunbar at the fame time falling on an- 
** other fide upon Ho^ur^ took him and his brother prifon' 
** ersy and carried them off nvhile both parties 'were fight" 
*' ing* It is at leaft certain^ that immediately after this 
" battle the Scots engaged in it made the bejl of their <way 
** home : and the fame party tvas taken by the other corps 
•* about Carlifte.*' 

Such is the account colleBed by Carte, in which he feems 
not to be free from partialis ?fbr prejudice muft otvn that 
Froiffart*s fircumftantial account carries a great appearance 
of truth y and he gi*ves the ntiSory to the Scots. He ho«we*per 
doesjuftice to thi courage of both parties ; and reprefents their 
mutual generofity infuch a lights that theprefent age might 
edify by the example. '* fhe Englysjbmen on the one pesrtye, 
'* and Scott es on the other party ^ are good men of ivarre, 
*^ for <whan they mete 9 there is a bard fight e 'without fpa^ 
rynge* There is no boo* befwene them as long as fpeares, 
ftwordeSf axesy or dagers <wyll endute } but lay on e'che 
" upon other : and nvhan they be *well beateup and that the 
** one party hath obtayned tB^ viSoryy they than glorifyefo 
** in their dedes of armesy and are fo joyfuHf that fuche as 
** be taken f thfypall be ranfomed or they go out ofthefeldef ; 
** fo that Jhortely ZCH^ op them is so contente 

** WITH OTBSlt, THAT AT THEIR DEFARTYNG^ 
«« CURTOYSLY THEY WILL SAYE9G0D THANKE YOU. 

*• But in fyghtynge one «with another there is no playtf nor 
** Jparynge,^^ FroiJfart*s Cronyclcy (as tranflated by Sir 
Johan Bourchier Lord Berners) Cap* cxlij. 

The following ballad is printed from a mastufcript copy in 
the Harleian Colleton [No. 2g^ .fol. 52.] where it is in^ 
titled, " ^ finge made in R. 2. his tyme of the bat tele of 
** Otterburncy befweene Lord Henry Per eye earle of Norths 
** omberlande and the earle Douglas of Scotlande, Anno 

1388." 






<< 



• So In LanfrbenCi letter concernwg ^ Elixahetb^s entertainment as 
Kiflingwortb Caftle, 1575* X2^. f. 61. " Heer was no bt in dmout 
drinkyng»*^ 

•f- i. c. Tbtyfnrn t$ take tbe advantage, or t« keep tbem lingering in 
iong captivity. 
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** 1388/ * B ut this titU is erroMPusy and added hy font 
ignorant tranfcriber of after-times : for^ i. The battle <was 
not fought hy the earl of Northumberland^ ivho ivas ab/entf 
nor is 9nci mentioned in the ballad i but by his f on Sir 
Henry Pbrcv, Knt*fumamid Hot stv k, fin thofe times 
tbey did net ufually give the title ofhOKD to an earPs eldeft 
fon,J z. Altho* the battle *was fought in Richard lid's 
time, the Jong is evidently of later date, as appears from 
the poe^s quoting the chronicles in ^uer. 1 30 ; andfpeaking 
sf Percf in the lafi ftanxa as dead. It nnas however 
nuritten in all livelihood as early as the foregoing Jong, if 
not earlier i ivhich perhaps nu^ be inferred from the minute 
eircumfiances Hjuith<which theftory is related, many offwhicb 
are recorded in no chronicle, and nvere probably preferred in 
the memory of old people* It <wiU be obfer^ed that the au- 
thors of thefi two poems havefome lines in common', but 
which of them <was the original proprietor, muft depend 
upon their priority ; and this thefagacity of the reader muft 
determine. 

YT felle about tbe Lama^ tyde. 
When hofl)aodes winn their h^yt^ 
The dughtie Douglas bowned him to ride. 
In England to take a praye : 

The earle ofPySe t« withonitcn ftriffc, 5 

He bounde him over Sulway •: ' 
The grete wold ever together ride ; 

That race they may rue for a.ye. % 

C 3 Over 

P'er* 2. winn their hayi^. This h the reading in Crawford^s Peerage* 
f'^j i and this is the Nortbumberlahd pbrafe to this day : by which they 
always exfrefs *' getting in their hay»** The orig, MS. reads here 
winn their waye. 

t Robert Stuart, fecond fin o/K. Robert 11. 

• i. e. " over Soi<afayfrith.^* This evidently refers to the other divi' 
/»« cf the Scoftijh armyy which came in by way o/Carfi/let B ounde 
him j i. e. hied hint* Vid, Ghjf, 
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Over • Gttere^j^* iim A^ ♦ ««ik k> 

And fo doune by Rodelyffie ttzgt, to 

Upon Greae * Leytoa' they lighted dowae. 

Many a flirtnd« {!age f : 

And boldely brent Northomberlandc, 

And haried many a towntf ; 
They did our fingliihe mefi gr€«e wttn^, ij 

To battellc that weafft not * bowne.* 

Thtn {pikt ft berne appon the bent, 

6f comforte that was not coldc, 
And /aid. We have brent Northomberlande, 

We have all wekhe in holde. to 

Now we have carried all Bamborrowefhire, 
All the welthc in the worlde have wee j 

I rede we rrde to New Caftelle, 
So ilill and flalworthly.e, 

Uppon the morowe, when it was daye, 25 

The Handards ihoDe fulle brighte ; 

To 

• They : fe. the earl QfDwghs and bis party, ^^-^^e feverMl fta- 
rions here mentioned, are tvell'known f/itces in Nbribtmhetland, Otter- 
ea|> hill jj in the parijb of Kirk-Whelpington, in TynedaU-'noctt^d. Rode- 
li<?e- (or as it is more ufually pronouneed Rodeley-^ Cn^ge is a noted 
^Affmor Rodeley, afntall village in theparijk ofHartbumi in ^trpstkr 
ward: It /ies fouti^eafi of Ottenap, Grcea Ltyton is anotber fmaff 
ajUUge in the Jat^'e parip of Harthurn^ and is fouth'tafi ojRodeley, ■ ■ 
^bt orig, MS. reads here corruptly ^ Hoppertop and L) nton. 

/•\ yer. 12, Tbis tme is prdba^y Corrupted, It fhwld perhaps he 

Stitrande many a ftagge : 
flfffttn ^f ft^ "cr wild deer k^ve hen killed fvltbin tbeprefent cmi/f^ 
ry, on fome of the large wajies in Ncrtbumberland, 
F, 16. boande. MS. V,z% Probably harried, Vid. Ghjf, 
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To die New CaAdk thefi tooke the waye^ 
And thitkar $hty came folle right. 

^ir Henr)i0 Fcvcy hyt at the New C^tftelle, 

I telle you withoutcn dicede ; jO 

He had bine a marche-man ^JstLhu dayes. 
And kepte Barwicke upon Tweed. 

To the Nw Q^^}t when they can^ 

The Scottes they ^ed on height, 
.Sir Harye f^xcyf an^ thoa befte within, 3 j 

Come to the feeld,.^4 fyg^tc : 

r 

For we hatye brente Ntrthpmberl^nd, 

Thy eritage good and right ; 
And j^iie n|y lodginge I h^ve tak^t 

With my brande 4ubbe4 many a knight. 40 

Sir Hefuy * he* came to the walles. 

The Scotdfhe oile for to fee: 
'*^ And thpa hafte brente Northomberland^ . 

Full fore it methe mee* 

Yf thpu haft harried all ^ambarowe Ihire^ 45 

Thon hafte done me great envie; 
For the tre^as thou hafte me done. 

The tone of us ihall dye.'' 

> 

Wher (hall I byde thee« faid the Douglas^ 
Or wher wilte thou come to me ? 50 

C 4 •* At 

• Marche-manj /. #. afi^^rer (ftbe marcbei* 
Vff* 39. (yjocfeems bfrt to nuoB UAC^ 
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** At Otterborae in the highe waye f, 
Theare mauefte thoa well lodged be. 

The. ^ roe' full rekeles thef ihe runes. 

To make the game and glee ; 
The faulkone and the fefante bothe, 5 j 

Amonge the holtes on ' hee\ 

Theare maiefte thou have thie welthe at will, 
' Well:||teged there maifte thou be." 
j^ "^^ "Tt'ihali not be long, or I com thee till, 

Sayd Sir Henrye Per^. 60 

Thcr fhall I byde thee, faid the Douglas, 

By the faithe of my bodye. 
Thcr fhall I come, fayes Sir Harye Percy j 

My trowthe I plighte to thee. 

A pipe of wyne he gave him over the walles, 6$ 

Fgr fouthi as I you faye : 
Theare he made the Douglas drinke. 

And all his hofte that daye. 

The Douglas turned him homwarde agaiiie. 

For fouthe withoi^tefi na^re, 70 

He 

+ OitKxh6^Tn JIatufs nfar theM H^atRng'fireit road^ beiug Intbepa^ 
rtjb of £ifiiott, and lying tbref miles nveft of that town, ^he remaitts 
^fthe Scottijb tncampmint are fill 'vi/ibU* 

Vtr, 53. Roe-bucks were to be found ufw the mtaftet notfarjmm JTinr- 
kam within thefe forty years, — ^ — JVhitJieldy Efq j ofjrkitpeld^ ^f^\4 
to ha've defirondtho'laf^ of them* The eritr. Mo. reads rowe. 



to ha've defiroyedtho'laft of them* The erig. MS* reads ro\ye, 
r. 56. iiyc. ikK. r. 74. left. JktS, 
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He tooke his lodginge at Otterborne 
UppoA a wedenfdaye : 

And theare he plght his fiandard doane. 

Hie getinge more and lefle. 
And fyne he warned his men to goe 75 

To choofe their geldings grailie. 

A Scotdfhe knight hoviered ' on the hnt,* 

A watchc I dare well faye : . - 
So was he ware one the noble Perc^e .^ « 

In the dawninge of the daye. 80 

He pricked to his pavilliane dore. 

As fail: as he might roone» 
Awakene, Dowglas, cried the knight. 

For his love, that fits in throne. 

Awakene, Dowglas, cride the knight, 85 

For thow maieftc wakene with wynnc ; 

Yonder have I fpicde the proud Perfye, 
And fevene ftandards with him* 

Naye by my trowthe, the Douglas fayde. 
It is but a fained call: 9^ 

The durfte not looke one my bred bannor. 
For all England to haylle. 

Was I not yefterdaye at the Newe Caftell, 
That Hands fo fayere one Type ? 

For 

I 

jr. 77. upon thsbtft beat, MS. V. 79- •»«> '• ^' ^> -f^ ^ 
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For all the mm the Percye h^it, Si 

He conld not gare mc once to dyne* 

He fieped out at Ut pavilliaa 4orB» 

To looke and it weie lefte ; 
Arraye you, lordingcsy one and aH« 

For heare begyns no peace. loo 

The earle of ilentaye^y tkoo art my eame. 

The fowarde I geve to Hhee : 
The earle pf Honteley kawtc and kcone» 

He fhall with thee bee.. 

The lord of Bowghan f i!m armor brighte 10$ 

One the other bande he Aail be : 
Lord Jl^onftooe, and lord MaKwell* 

They tWQ ftall be with me, 

• 
Swintone faire feelde uppoii fpnr pride 

Tq faatt^lle make you boweii ; lis 

Sir Davie 6cotte, Sir Walter gtewsudep 

Sir John of Agnr(k)ne. 

The PiPQr came before his o&e. 

Which was ever a gentle knigbte, 
Uppon the Dowgia5 lowde can he crie^ 115 

I wille houid that I have hight^ : 



For thowe hafte brente Northomberlande, 
And done me greate envye^ 



For 



• TZ< carl oflMenteitb, f Tie lard Euchen, V. 113. 125. 
f^ltfc^. MS* y, X 1 6, / wiuU hold io. wi^t 2 imff J^romtjui, 
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For this trefpas tkaa haJU me done^ 
The tone of us ihall dye. 129 

The Dowglas anfwered him agains 

With greate wordc upe on * hec% 
And fayd* I have twenty againft thy one^ 

Beholde aad thoa mayefte fee« 

With that the Percy wa» greevcd fore, 125 

For fothc as I you fay : 
Jhcfu Chriflc in hevene on height 

Did helpe him weU that daye. 

But nine thoofand thear was no morey 
The Chronicles will not Icane ; 1 30 

Forty thoufand of Scots and fbwere 
That daye foaghte them againe* 

Uppon St. Andrcwe load cane they crye. 

And Chrifte they fliout on heighte, 
And fyne • marcht on' our Engliihe men,, 1 35 

As I have touid you righte. 

St. George the brighte our Ladye's knighte 

To name they ♦ weare full faync. 
Our Engliihe mene they cried on height. 

And Chrifte they ihoutc againe. 14^ 

With 



r. 122. bighc. MS, r. X35- marked then one. MS. • 

• ^ e. the Engl'tjh% 
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' With that fhzrpc arrowes gane tip to fly, 
I tell you in feitaype ; 
Men of armes begane to joyne ; 
Many a doughty man was flayne. 

The Pcrcyc and the Donglas mette, 145 

That ether of other was faine ; 
The fwapped together, whille that they fwatte. 

With fwoards of ffyne Collayne ; 

Tyll the bloode fi^m the bafTonets ranne. 

As the rocke doth in the rayne. 150 

YcM thee to me, feyd the Dowglas, 
Or elfe thowe (halte be (layne : 

Por I fee, by thy brighte baffonete, 
. Thou art fome mane of mighte; 
And ib I doe by thy bamiflied brande, 15$ 

Thon arte an eai^e, or elfe a knighte *• 

By Jtij good faithc, faid^the noHe Pcrcye^ 
Now hafte thou rede fhll righte, 
. Yet will I never yecid me to thee, 

Whille I maye flondeand fighte. 160 

They fvwopede together, whille that they fwotte. 
With fwoards Iharpe and longe ; 

Eiche 

r ^.144* WIS thcarc flaine. MS, V, 147. fchapped. M.S* 

■ ^ Betflgif^^in armauy he couiJ net know him. 
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Eiche one other {q £ifte tkey beeto, 
Tyll their Jbefaacu came in pieces dofrce. 

The Percye was a mane of ftnngdiCp 16$ 

I tell you in this ftomrnde. 
He fmote the DowgUs at the fwords length* 

That he felle to the grouade* 

The fwoard was iharpe and foare can byte, 
I tell yon in certayne ; 179 

To the earle he coitlde him (my tie. 
Thus was the Dowglas flayne. 

The ftonderes Hood fiill one elke iyde 

With^many a greevoas gtone; 
Ther the ibughte the daye, and all the nighte, 17 j 

And many a doughtie man was * flone.* 

Ther was no ffreke, that wold flye. 

Bat flyfiy in iftowre cane (land, 
Eyche hewlnge on other whylle they might drye» 

With many a balfuU brande. 180 

■ • 

Theare was flayne uppon tlye Scotes fyd« 

For fouthe and fertenlye, 

Sir James Dowglas theare was ilayne. 

That daye that he could dye. 

The 

K 163. Le. Each on othtr, K 176. (layue. MS* V* 179. EycfaQ> 
one hewingc. MS. V, 18c. brondc. iW. V, 184. i. c, Bm ik ' 
that day. 
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The earlle of Mentay he was flfiyaCy it $ 

. Grifly groned npfpon die gy o ttB4e s 
Sir Davie Scotte^ Sir Walter Stuardt 
Sir * John' of Agurftontte •» 

4 

Sir Cbarleii Morrey in thiit plac^ 

That never a foote weW flye i 190 

Sir Hughe Maxwell » a lord he was^ 

With the Dowglaj did hedye* 

Theare was flayne upon the Scotliflie fyde> 

For fottthe as I you feyej 
Of four and forty thoufand Scotts 19 j 

Went but righteene awaye. 

. Theare was {lain upon the EagHflte ifydt. 

For fouthe, and fertenlyc, 
A gentle knighte, Sir John Fitz-hughc, 

Yt was the more pittye. ado 

Sir James Harbotle ther was l!ayne> 

For him their harts weare (bare, 
The gentle * Lovelle* thcar was flayne. 

That the Percyes ftandard boare* 

Theare 



♦ Our otd Minfirel repeats thefe names, as Hmet and t^irgtl do thojk 

^ their Heroes : 

fortemque Gyam, fortcnoque Cloanthtim. &c. &c. 

fThe Orig, MS. reads here, ** Sir James," hut fee ab^ve, ver. 1 1** 

V, 193. Scotts. MS', but fit'v. 197* ^- 303- Covelic. Af5.— * 
For t be names in this pfig^, fee 'tip Remarks at the end of this Ballud. 

I 
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Hiearie was fliyiKei3p}>oft tiie Vrnf^fdac p9itt> tCj 

For fdothe as I yoU fayc ; 
hi nine thoufaAd EngtUhe melie 

Fyte hoivdred cadie «waye : 



Tite other wcarfr flayiie in the fcridi^ 
Chri^ keepe thear kfwVn from w(V 

Seeing thear wa* (b fcwe fxtedts 
Agaiull (b m'anyd loo* 



Theft one the morowe Atf mwit #iou bMHtfi 

Of byrche, .an4 halelle gwye ; • 
Many a wydowe with weepingc teerts ei^ 

Thek msiks diey §6t^ away. 



irhis i^raye begaa^ at Otterbol-M 
Betw«ene the ntghte and die days : 

liicare the DdW^as iofte hii fyft. 
And the Percye was leade awi^*. 

Then was Aearc a Scottyfiic f riforfere tanrc. 
Sir Hughe Mongomerye was hifi name> 

For ibothe as I you ikye 
He lKm>wed the Pereye home agayne. 



Now let us all for the Percye praye ti^ ' 

To Jeafoe mofte of mighty 
To bring his fowle to the blyfs of heven, 

For he was a gentle knight. x 

V, 213, one, 'u€,Ott. * fi. captive. K %2S, Pcrqxs. MS. 
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I 

*«* M^ of the nanus in the two preeedtHg bedlads ari 
found to have belonged to families of diftinQion in tbeNcrth$ 
as may be made appear from authentic records* Thus in 

Thb ancient ballad of CHEVY CHASE. 

Pag- i4« 
/Vr. 1 1 2. Agcrftonc] The fkmilj of Haggcrftoh o/ 

Haggerfton» near Berwiek^ has beenjeated therefor mawf 

etnturies^ and ftill remains. Thomas Haggcrlton *mai 

among the commijjioners returned for Northumberland in 

12 Hen. 6. 1433. (Fuller's JVort hies y p. 310.) The bead 

rf this family atprejent is Sir Thomas Haggerfton, Bart^ 

rf Haggerfton abovementioned* 

Ver. 113. Hartly.] Hartley is a *Uitldge hear tbi 
fta in the barony of Tinemomth, about 7 m. /rom North-' 
Shiels. It probably gave name to a family ofneie at that 
time. 

Fer, 1 14. Hearone.] This family was one of the mofi 
ancient in Northumberland: th^ *were once Lords of Ford 
CafiUf and alfo of the Barot^ of Heron in this county ; 
their principal, feat being at Cbip-Chafe near Hexham* 
Thusy Johannes Hearon, miles, is among thofi «whofigned 
a treaty luith the Scots in 1449. Hen. 6. ("See Nicholfon's 
Laws of the Borders^ p. 34. fee alfo /. 330. 331. 332. 
3 3 3 • 3 3 5 • ) — TvDo Herons are among the commijjioners in Ful* 

ler. p. 310. Johan Heronn was Jherijfof Ni/rihumber - 

land in 35 ofEdw. 3. (Fuller, p. 311 J Jlfo irij* 
of Richard 2, (p. 312.) and others afterwards. The 
defcendant of this family y Sir Thomas Heron, Bart, is at 
prefent an officer in the army. 

Ver. 115. Lovele.] Joh. de Lavale, miles, was Jheriff 
of Northumberland ^^ Hen. y.^-Joh. de Lavele, mil. in 
the I Edw. 6. and afterwards (Fuller 3x3.) In NichoU 
Jon this name is Jpett Da Lovel. /. 304, This Jeems to 
be the ancient family of Delaval, of Seaton Dekval, in 
Northumberland. 

Ver 1 47. 
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yer. 117. Rugbe.} Tite emciettt family ^Rokeby in 
Ywkjhhny fiems t9 b& hert intended. In Thorejby^s Ducaf. 
L^od.p, 2^^*. /oL ist a genealogy of this houfe, by fwbich 
it af pears that thi b^d of the family about the time 'when 
.ijus ballad ivas 'writieii^ *was Sir Ralph Rokeby, Knt- 
kALPH being a common name of the Rokebys, 

TV- *i*9' WetharringtQB.] Rog* de Widringtoh <utat 

Jhiriff of Ihfthumhorland in 36 of Ed^w. 3. (Fuller^ p. 

3H.)-^^}ok. de Widrington in 1% of Hen, 4. and many 

otbtrs (^ tkC'fiimi nantt aft9r'wards.'''^-^$$e alfo Nichol/on, 

P' ^5*«"*"Q^ this family ^was the laU LordlVitherington* 

• 

P'er. 124. Mongonberry.J Sir HugH Montgomery 
was fon of John Lord Montgomery, the lineal ancejior 
4f the p/njknt ^^arl of Bglington* 

* 

Ver. J 2.^. !|liwdale.] The ancient farnily of the 'Liddzi.s 
nxjere originally from Scotland, ^where thvy --were Lords of 
Liix&Kb Caftte, and of the Barony ofBaW, (Fid, ColHns's 
* BeirOge^ / ^he head of this family is the prefent Lord Ra^ 
fvenfworshf of Ra'venfworth Cafie, iH the county of Dut" 
ham, , 

In THE BATTLE op OTTERBOURNE. 

Fag^ 26. tftr. 10 1. Mentaye.] j^i the titne of this bat^ 
tie the Marldom ^Menteith ijoas pojfejjedby Robert Stewart, 
Bar I ofFY^y third fon of K. Robert IL nvho, according to 
Buchanan, commanded the Scots that entered by Cariifle, 
But our Minfirel. had probably an ey£ to the family of 
Graham^ 'who had this Earldom 'when the ballad 'was 
written. See Douglases Peerage of Scotland^ 1764. /i/, 

Fer, 103. Huntleye.} This Jhcvjs this ballad nvas not 
compofed b^fhre 1449 > fi^ ^" '^^^ ^^^^ Alexander Lord of 
Gordon and Huntley, was created Earl to/' Huntley by £• 
fames II. 

Vol. r. D . /^rr.ioj. 
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Ver. 105. Bowghan.] The Earl »/Bnchzn at tkat ttme^ 
4xfas Alexander Stewart ^ fourth /on of K* Robert 11. 

Ver. 107. Jhonflonc — ^MaxwelL] Thefe tnvo fkmiUeB 
of Johnfton Lord of Johnflon, and Maxwell Lord mf 
Maxwell, <were aliuays 'very ponuerful on the borders* Of 
the former family is Johnion Marquis of jinnandaU : mf 
the latter is Maxwell Earl of Nitbfdafe. I icannot find 
that ary chief of this family avas named Sir Hugh; beet 
Sir Herbert Maxwell ^was about this time much dsftin* 
guijhed^ (S'ee Doug^) This might ba've been originalfy 
'written Sir H. Maxwell, and ey tran/criberi eonvert^el 
into Sir Hugh. So above, in /• 8. Richard // cQtttra^d 
into Ric. 

Fer. loq, Swintone.] i.e. The Lasrd of Swistokz^ 
a /mall village 'within the Scottijb border, 3 miles from 
Nor ham* This family fiill fubfifis, and is very Andtm. 



Ver* III. Scottc,] The iUuftrious family of Scot, 
eeftors of the Duke of Buccleugh, alvueeys made a pr^at figure 
on the borders. Sir Walter Scot fwas at the bead of this 
family nvhen the battle vjas fought\ but bis great^grasedfim 
Sir David Scot, vjas the hero of that boufe, vjhen tbg 
Ballad nvas voritten. 

Ibid. Stewarde.] The perfou here defigned vjas frohabfy 
Sir Walter Stewart, Lord of Dal/kvinton and Gairliee» 
<who v;as eminent at that time, (See Doug*) From him is 
de/cended the frefent Earl of Galloway. 

Ver, 112. Agurftonne.] The feat of this family vdo^ 
fbmetimes JuhjeS to the Kings of Scotland. Thus Richar-* 
dus Hagerllcun, miles, is one of the Scottijh knights, 
• nvho figned a treaty <with the Englijh in 1249. Htn,. 3. 
(Nichol/on, /. 2. note.)'^It vjas the fate of many parts 
of Northumberland often to change their mafiers, according 
as the Scottijh or Engl/Jh arms prevailed. 

Pag, 30. ver. 189. Murrey. J The perfou here meanf 
niuas p) obably Sir Chsxlcs Muiray of CockpooUp vahofiou- 

rijhsd 
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tijhrd at that time, and <was anceftor offbt Murrays fim'* 
time Earls 9f AnnandaU. See Doug. Peerage. 

Fer.^iig. Fite-hughc] Dugdaie fin his Baron. V. r. 

{\ 403.) informs us, that John Jon of Henry Lord Fitz- 
ughy 'was killed at the battle of Otterhoume. This «tvas 
a Northumberland family. Fid. Dugd,p.\o^. col. i.and 
ificbolfon, p. 33« 60. 

Ver. 201. Harbotle.] Har bottle is a ^village upon 
the ri'ver Coquet, about lOm. nveft of Rothbury. Thefa-* 
jtt/^^Harbottle nveu once confiderable in Northumberland^ 
(See Fuller, /• 3 1 2* 3 1 3«) A daughter of Sir Guifchard 
Harbottle, Knt. married Sir Thomas Percy, Knt, fon of 
Hcniy thejifih, — and father «/* Thomas, fewntb Earl of 
Merthumberland. 



JSL. 
T«B J£W^« DAUGHTER, 
N AScottishBallad^ 



■ ■■ Is founded upon the fuppofed praMice of the JetMs in 
trucifying or other^wife murthering Chriftian children, out of 
hatred to the religion of their parents : a pra&ice, 'which 
hath been airways alledged in excufe for the cruelties exercifed 
upon that ^wretched people, but fwhich probably never hap^ 
pened in a Jingle injlance. For if «we conjider, on the one 
band, the ignorance and fuperjtition of the times *when fuch 
Jlories took their rife, the 'virulent prejudices of the monks 
tvaho record them^ and the eagernefs 'with 'which they 'would 
be catchedup by the barbarous populace as a pretence for plun-- 
der ; on the other hand, the great danger incurred by the 
perpetrators, and the inadequate motives they could ha've to 

D z excite 
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ex€kt them n a crime rfftf m»^h horror ^ nve mwf nafimtfy, 
conclude the ivhole charge to be groundle/s emd maliciouu 

The following balldd is prdbahhf built upon fome Italian 
Legendy emd hears a great reftmbltmce to tho Prioreffe^s Tale 
in Chaucer : the poet feems edfo to haevo had an e^ to the 
hnownflofy of Hugh op iiiNCOLir, achildjaidto'ha'vt 
hen there murthere4 hi the ^e^s in the reign of Henry III, 
The conclufion of this ballad appears to be 'warding : luhiO^ i$ 
probably contained may befeen in Chaucer^ As for Ml rry- 
LAND TouN, it is probably a corruption ^/TMilan (called 
by the Dutch Meylakdt/ Town j Jfnco the. Pa is e^i" 
dently the river Po. 

Printed from a MS. copy ^nt from Scotland^ ' 

THE rain rins doan through Mirry-land toun« 
Sae dois it doune the Pa : 
Sae dois the lads of Mirry-land toune, 
Qahan they play at the ba\ 

Than oat and cam the Jewis dochter^ Ji 

Said) Will ye cum in. and dine? 
I winnae cam in» I cannae cam in. 

Without my play-feres nine. 

Scho powd an apple reid and white 

To intice the zong thing in : 19 

Scho powd an apple white and reid. 

And that the fWeit baime did win. 

f 

And fcho has taine out a little pen-knife. 

And low down by her gair, 
Scho has twined the zong thing and his life ; i j 

A word he nevir fpak main 

And 
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And oat and cam the thick thick Uaid, 

And oat and cam tfte thin ; 
And out and caih the bonny herts blaid : 

Thair was nae life kft in. 3# 

Scho laid hiih on a drelling borde^ 

And drcQ, him like a fwine. 
And laughing faiti, Gae noa and pley 

With zoar fweit play-feres nine. 

Scho rov^d Mm in a cake of Ifcad, 25 

Bade him lie (Hi and fleip. 
Scho caft him in a deip draw-well^ 

Was fifty fadom deip. 

Qahan bells wer rang, and mafs was fung. 
And every lady went hame : 3« 

Than ilka lady had her zong fonne^ 
Bot lady Helen had nane. 

Scho rowd hir mantil hir about. 

And fair fair gan fiie weip : 
And ihe ran into the Jewis cai^el, 35 

Quhan they wer all aileip. 

My bonny fir Hew, my pretty fir Hew^ 

I pray thee to me fpeik : 
* O lady, rinn to the deip draw-well 

' Oin zc zour fonne wad fcik.* 40 

D 3 I^dy 
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Lady Helen ran to the deip draw-well. 

And knelt upon her kne : 
My bonny Gr Hew, an ze be here, 

I pray 'thee fpeik to me. 

The lead is wondrous heavy, mither, 45 

The well is wondrous deip, 
. A keen ppn-knife flicks in my heit, 
A word I dounae fpeik. 

Gae hame, gae hame, my mithjpr ^^ir^ 

Fetch me my wind]ing flicct* 50 

And at the baq|c o' Mirry-land tQun, 
Its thair we tgnra fall meet. 



IV. 
SIR CAULINE. 

This old romantic tale ivas preferred in thti Editor* s folit 
MSf hut in Jo defe&i've and mutilated a condition that it nuas 
necejfary to Jupply fe'veral ftanxMi in the firft party and ftill 
more in the fecondy to conned and compleat the Jlory. 

There is fomething peculiar in the metre of this old ballad: 
it is not unufual to meet ixjtth redundant ft ansMS of fix lines j 
hut the occafional infertion of a double third ok fourth line^ as 
*^r, 31, 44, .&c. // an irregularity I do not remember to 
iave /een elsewhere* 

ft 
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// may he proper to inform the reader before he comes to 
Pt, z, <v. 11O9 HI. that the round tabLe was not pe-* 
cnliar to the reign of K. Arthur ^ but ivas common in all the 
ages of Chivalry, The proclaiming a great turnament 
(probably nuith fame peculiar folemnities) ivas called ** hold" 
** ing a Round Table*** Dugdale tells us, that the great 
baron Roger d$ Mortimer ^* halving procured the honour of 
** knighthood to be conferred * un his three fons* by K. 
*^ Eibw. I, he^ at his O'wn cojlsy caufed a tourneament to 
*' be held at Kenilivorth ; ivhere he fumptuoujly entertained 
** an hundred knights y and as many ladies for three days \ 
the like nvhereof tjoas never before in England ; and 
there began tkf ROU^d table, (fo called by reafon 
that the place nvherein they praSlifed theje feats , ivas en- 
** 'uironed ivith a firoiig nuall made in a round form :) 
•• And upon the fourth dcpf^ the golden liony infignoftri" 
** umpby being yielded to him ; he carried it (ivith all the 
•' company) to Warwick.*'* — // may further be added ^ that 
J/latthevj Farts frequently (alls jufts and turnament f H^fti 
India Menfx Rotundas. 

As to *what nvill be objerved in this ballad of the art of 
healing being praSifed by a young princefs \ it is no more 
than ivhat is ufual in all the old romances y and *was xon- 
formahle to real manners : it being a practice derived from 
fhe earlieft times among all the Gothic and Celtic nations ^ for 
nsjomen, even of the highejl ranky to exercife the art of fur" 
gery* In the Northern Chronicles ive ahways find the young 
damfeh fianching the voounds of their lovers y and f he ivives 
thofe of their hufhands t« And evenfo late as the time of 
^ Elizabethy it is mentioned among the accomplijhments of 
the ladies of her court y that the ** eldeft of them are skil- 
•* FUL IN SURGERY.*' See Harrifon*s Defcription of 
Ift^iandy prefixed to Hollingjhed* s Chronicle y tsfr. 

D 4 Thb 

\ See Defcrtpt. of the ancient Danes^ W. 1. p, 318. J^emcirea df 
h tbevalerie* Tern, i. p, 44* 
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TifBFiasrPA«n 

T N Ireland, fcrr ovfer the fea. 

There dwelleth a boanye Iringc ; -I 

And with him a yong and cosUye knigbte^ 
Men call him fyr CauUne. 

The kinge had a ladye to his daiightery S' ' 

In fafhyon (he hath no peere ; 
And princely wightes that ladye wooed 

To be theyr wedded feere. 

Syr Cauline loveth her beft of all. 

But nothing durft he faye; 'l^ 

Ne defcreeve his connfayl to no man. 

But deerlye he lovde this may. 

Till on a daye it fo beffell. 

Great dill to him was dight ; 
The maydens love removde his mynd, '| jj 

To care-bed went the knighte. 9 

One while he fpred his armes him fro. 

One while he fpred them nye : 
And aye ! but I winne that ladyes love. 

For dole now I mun dye. %% 



And whan our parifh-mafTe was done, 
Our kinge was bowne to dyne : 



He 
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He fayes. Where i« fyr Cattlkiek 
That is wont to fervc the^wyne i 

Then aunfwerde him a co«rteo«« koighte, 35 

And faft his handes gan wringe : 
Sir Caullne is ficke, and like to dy«. 
Without a good lecchloge» 

Fetchc me downc my daoghter ^ere» 

She is a leeche fulle fine : 3* 

Goe take hm dougke, and tke baken breads 
And ferve him with the wyn« foe red; 

Lothe I Yferc him to tine. 

Fair Chriftabelle to his chaumbcr goes, 
HerWydens foUowyBg nye : 3 j^ 

O well, ihe fayth, how doth my lord ? 
O idee, Aoii fayr ladyi. 

Nowe ryfe up wightlye, man, for fhamc^ 

N^ver lye foe cowardlee 5 
For it is told in my fathers halle«, 40 

You dye for love of mce* 

Fayre ladye, it is for your love 

That all this dia I drye : 
For if you wold comfort me with a kifle, 
Then were I brought from bale to Uifle, 45 

No lenger wold I lye. 

Sir 



\ 



41 AKCl ENT SONGS 

Sir ktaighte, iny father is a kinge, 

I am his onlye heire ; 
Alas ! and well yoa knowe, fyr knigkte, 

I never can be yoore fere. 50 

O ladye, thou art ft kinges daughter. 

And I am not thy peere» 
But let me doe fome deedes of armes 

To be your bacheleere^ 

» 
Some deedes of armes if thou wilt doe, r j^ 

My bacheleere to bee, 
(But ever and aye my he^t wold rue, 

Giff harm ihold happe to thee,) 

^ tJpon Eldridge hill there groweth a thorne, 

Upon the mores > brodinge ; 60 

And dare ye, fyr knighte, wake there all nighte 

Untill the fayre morninge ? 

* 

For the Eldridge kaighte, fo mickle of mighte. 
Will examine you beforne : . 

And never man bare life awaye, 6% 

But he did him fcath and fcorne* 

That knighte he is a foul paynim, 

And large of limb and bons ; 
. And but if heaven may be thy fpeede, ' 

Thy life it is but gone.. 70 

Nowe 



AND BALLADS. ^ 4% 

Nowe on tKe Eldridge hilles lie walke. 

For thy fake, fair ladle ; 
And Qe either bring you a ready token. 

Or He never more you fee. 

The lady is gope to her own chanmbere, 75 

Her maydens following bright : 
Syr Cauline lope from care-'bed foone. 
And to the E^ldridge hills is gone, 

t^or to wake there all night. 

X7i}to mi<inight, that the moone did rife, 80 

He walked up and downe ; 
Th^n p, Ughtfome bugle heard he blpw^ 

Over the bents foe bro^ne : 
Quoth hee. If cryance come till my heart, 

1 4m ffar from any good towne. ^ 85 

And foone }ie ipyde on the mores (o broad, 

A furyous wight apd fell s 
A lady^ bright his brydle led. 

Clad in a fayre kyrtell : 

And foe h& he called on fyr Canllne, 90 

man, I rede thee flye. 

For * but' if cryance come till thy heart, 

1 weene but thou mun dye. 






He 



• nit rat it refondjrtm tttfiSt MS* 
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He fayth, ' No* tkytnce comes till my iieait^ ' 

Nor, in faith, I wyll not iee; 9^ 

For> caa& tlicm Hanged vot Clifltft before^ 

The lefs me dreadeth diee. 

« 

The Eldridge knighte, he |>rickcd til fltecd ; 

Syr Cauline bold a(bode : 
Then either fliooice his trnfty^ ffetfe^ lot 

And the timber thefc tw6 thiUren* bite 

Soe foone in fonder il6de« 

' Then tooke they 6al th^ t^6 good Avordts, 
And layden on fall M.t, 
Till helme ttnd ha^beike, ttoAi kttl QkeMt, io( 
They all were wdl-ftye bi^aft. 

The Eldridge kttight was A)idct« of Jliigiie» - 

And ftiffe-in ftower did itande, 
Bnt fyt Caolifae with k * backward' (Ifdce, 

He fmote off his right-hand ; 1 10 

^That foone he with paine and kck^ of blond 

Fell downe on that ky-land. 



Then up fyi* Catilkii lift hi« brahrfc 
All over his head (6 fcyft : 

And here 1 fweare hy fhe ho! jr refdcfe, 
Nowe, caytiffe> tic* fliak dye. 



115 

Then 



• /. e, Kntfthts, See the hallaJ cf Child Wati»s, vol. V 
/. 54, f^er* IC9. aukiwafti. JUS, 
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Then up an4 ca9ie tk^t \zif9 bright^ 

Fafte wringing qi W liaade : 
For the f^^Qiis love^ ih^t moil yon love, 

Withold tha^ d^9^i\^c Wandff. 12« 

For the mayd^ns lov.^, tiiaii^vv^ft yon lovc> 

Now fmyte no more I pi4i^e ; 
And aye whauv^ tlKHt wiU, iqy k)fd» 

He (hall thy he^s qll^e. 

Now fweare to iQce^ thou Eldfidge kxujghte, '125 

And here on this Ifty-Uud* 
That thoa wilt believe on ChriQ hiA l^y^ 

And therto plight thy hand : 

And that thou ney^r qn Eldridg^ cqirc. 
» To fporte, gamon, orplaye: I3# 

And that thou hesegive up thy arinyei 
Until thy dying daye. 

The Eldridge knighte gave up his armes 
^ With many a forrowfulle lighc ; 
And^fware to obey fyr Caulines heft, 135 

Till the tyme tliat he fhold dye. 

* 

And he then up and the Eldridge knighte 

Sett him in his faddle anone. 
And the Eldridge knighte and his ladye 

To theyr callle are they gone, 14^ 

Then 
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Then he tooke up the blotidy hand^ 

That was fo large of bone. 
And CMH it he founde Ave ringes of gold 

Of knightes that had be flone. 

Then he tooke up the Eldridge fworde, ' 145 

As hard as any flint : 
And he tooke oiF thofe ringes five^ 

As bright as fyre and brent. 

Home then pricked fyr Cauline 

As light as leafe on tree : i^n 

I-wys he neither flint ne blanne. 

Till he his ladye fee. 

Then do^ne he knelt upon his knee 

Before that lady gay : 
O ladye, I have bin on the Eldridge hills ; 155 . 

Thefe tokens I bring away. 

Now welcome, welcome, fyr Cauline, 

\ Thrice welcome unto mee. 

For now I perceive thou art a true knighte. 

Of valour bolde and free. 160 

O ladye, I am thy own true knighte. 

Thy hefts for to obaye : 
And mought I hope to winne thy love ! — — 

Nc more his tonge colde fay. 

The 
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The ladye blnihed fcarlette redde, i6j 

And fette a gentill iighe : 
Alas I fyr knight, how may this bee, ^ 

For my degree's |be highe } 

Bttt fith thou hail hight» thou comely yottth» 

To be ray batchilere, t^O. 

lie promife if thee I may not wedde 
I will have none other fere. 

Then Ibee held fbrthe her lltly-white hand 

Towards that knighte fo free : 
He gave to it one gentill kiffe, 175 

His heart was brought from bale to blilTe, 

The teares flerte from his ee. 

Bot keep my counfayl, fyr Cauline, 

Ne let no inan it knowe ; 
For and ever my father iholde it ken, ifia 

I wot he wolde us floe. 

From thardaye forthc that ladye fayre 

Lovde fyr Caaline the knighte : 
From that daye forthe he only joyde 

Whan fhee was in his iight. i S5 

Yea and oftentimes they mette 

Within a fayre arboure. 
Where they in love and fweet daliauncc 

Pail manye a pleafaunt houre. 



4» A N C I E K T S ON G S 

•^* In this conclujion •/ th First Part, aad at tht 
Beginning of tbe,^^c^MVr tbf vc^r wilt ohfir^a 4 re- 
femblanceto the ftory of Sigismvj^da and GmscARD, 
as told by Boccace and Dry den : See the latter*^ Defer iption . 
of the Lo*vers meeting in theCa^ve^ and tbofe beautiful lines y 
which cotttaiu a refiutUtt-foUUtbis ofourfoa^ ** BVERi ft 
WHIT By fcff. 'vix.. 

** But as extremes are Jhort of ill and good^ 
** And tides at hightfi mark regorge their flood \ 
*^ So Fate, that could no more impro<ve their joy, 
*^^ Took Am^^iQuspleafifre to d^roy, 

** Tancredf who fondly lo^ed, '^f." 



Part the Second. 
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VERVE wkile will have its blAcke> 
And everye fweete its ibwre 5 
This founds the ladye Chriftabelle 
In an ufitimely howre. 



For fo it befelle as fyr Cauline J 

Was with that ladyc fairc. 
The kinge her father walked fortlie 

To take the evenyng aire : 

And into' the arboure as he went 

To reft his wcarye feet, 10 

He 
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He found his daughter and fyr Caaline 
Therefette in daliaunce fweet. 



49 



The kinge hee. flerted forthe, I-wys, 

Aad an angrye man was hee : 
Nowe, traytoure, thou ihalt hange or drawe, i j 

And rew^ ihall thy ladle. 

* Then forthe fyr Cauline he was ledde, 
And throwne in dungeon deepe : 
And the ladye into a towre fo hye. 
There left to wayle and weepe. 20 

The queene fhe was fyr Caulincs friend. 

And to the kinge fayd fliee ; 
1 praye you fave fyr Cau lines life. 

And let him baniiht bee. 



Now, dame, that traitor fli^l be fent 

Acrofs the fait fea fome : 
But here I will make thee a band. 
If ever he come within this land, 

A foule deathe is his doom^. 

All woe-Jbegone was that gentil knight 

To parte from his ladye ; 
And many a time he fighed fore. 

And caft a wiilfuUe eye : 



^» 



^S 
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Fain ChAHhtlle, ktim thzt Id paf tij, 
Farre kvcr had I dyel 35 

Faire Chrif^beilft, lli&t ladyb bright. 

Was had forthe Of thb lowre / 
Bat ever ihtt Ai66fey3i ih tier ihihde. 
As nipt by an nngend^ Winde 

Doth fome faire lillye ilowre. 49 

And ever fhe6 doth Idineni and weepe 
To tint her i<Wcf ibe : 
' Syr Cauline, (hdii little tlunk'ft oh inee^ 
But X will ftill be tnie. 

Manye a kinge, and inanye a duke, 45 

And lord3 of high degree. 
Did fue to that fayre ladye of love ; 

But never ihee wolde them nee. 

When manye a daye was paft atid goifte^ 
Ne comforte fiie tolde finde, $• 

The kynge proclaimed a tonttieattient. 
To cheere his daughters taiind : 

And there' came lords, and there came knighti. 

Fro manye a farre tonhtryc. 

To break a fpefe for theyr ladyes lov« 55 

Before that faire la<iye. 

And 
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And mBsxy, a kdye there was fette 
In purple and in pallc : ' 

Bat faire Chtiflabelle fbe woe-begone 
Was the fayreil of them all. 60 

Then manye a knighte was mickk of might 
' Before his ladye gaye ; 
Bat a fbanger wight, whom no man knewc» 
He wan the pme ecbe daye» 

His a£ton it was all of blacke, 65 

His fiewberke» and his fiieelde^ 
Ne noe man wift whence he did eoine> 
Ne npe man knewe where he did gone^ 

When they came ottt the feelde« 

And now three days were prefilye pafl 7* 

In feates of chivalrye. 
When lo upon the fourth mormnge 

A forj-owfulle fight they fee* 

A hugye giaunt itiffe and ftarke» 

All fbule of limbe aad lere; 75 

Two goggling eyen like iire farden^ 

A mouthe from care to eare» 

Bdbre him came a dwarfle &U lowe. 

That waited on his knee» 

Aad at .his backe £ve heads he bare> , 80 

All wan and pale of blee* 

. 6 a Sir, 
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Sir, quoth the dwarffe» and louted lowe. 

Behold chat hend Sol^ain ! 
Behold thefe heads I beare with me ! 

They are kings which he hath flain. 85 

The Eldridge knight is his own cousine. 
Whom a knight of thine hath fhent : - 
And hee is come to avenge his wrong. 
And to thee, all thy knightes among» 
Defiance here hath fent. 90 

But yette he will appeafe his wrath 

Thy daughters lore to winne : 
And but thou yeelde him. that fayre mayd. 

Thy halls and towers muft brenne. 

Thy head, fyr king, muft goe with mee; 95 

Or elfe thy daughter deere ; 
Or elfe within thefe lifts foe broad 

Thou mud finde him a peere. 

The king he turned him round aboute. 

And in his heart was woe : 100 

Is there never a knighte of my round table,. 
This matter will undergoe ? 

Is there ilevcr a knighte amOngft yce all 
Will fight fdr my daughter and mec ? 
Whoever will fight yon grimme foldan, 105 



Right fair his meede (hall bee. 
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For hee (ball have my broad lay-lands. 

And of my crowne be heyre ; 
And he fhall winne fay/e Chriiftabelle 

To be his wedded fere. 1 10 

Bat every knighte of his round table 

Did (land both ftill and pale; 
For whenever they lookt on the grim foldan. 

It made their hearts to quail. 

All woe-begone was that fayre ladyc, 115 ^ 

When fhe fawe no helpe was nye : 
She caft her thought on her owne true-lovei 

And the teares gufht from her eye. 

Up then fterte the ftranger knighte, 

Sayd, Ladye, be not afFrayd : 120 

lie fight for thee with this grimme foldan, 

Thoughe he be unmacklye made. 

And if thou wilt lend me the Eldridge fworde. 

That lyeth within thy bowre, 
I trufte in Chride for to flay this fiende 1 25 

Thoughe he be ililF in flowre. 

Goe fetch him downe the Eldridge fworde. 

The kinge he cryde, with fpeede : 
Nowe heaven aflift thee, courteous knighte ; 

My daughter is thy meede. " 13© 

E 3 The 
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The gyamtt he ftepped into tlie lifts. 

And fayd, Awaye, awayc : 
I fweare, as I am the hend foiddn. 

Thou letteft me hjsw all daye. 

Then fordie die fbanger knight lie came 1 35 

In his blacke annoare dight : ' 
The ladye fighed a gentle fighe, 

" That this wtrt my trae kniglite !** 

And nowe the gyaunt and knighte be nett 

Within the lifts (be broad ; 140 

And now widi fRrordes Ibe (harpe of fteele. 
They gan 10 lay on load. 

The foldaa ftracke the knighte a ftroke. 

That made him i«ele afyde i 
Then woe-begone -i¥as that fayre ladye* 145 

And thrice ibe deeply fighde. 

The foldan ftrucke a fecond ftroke. 

And made the blonde to fiowe : 
All pale and wan was that ladye fayiv. 

And thrice ibe wept for woe. 159 

The foldan ftracke a third fell ftroke. 
Which brought the knighte on his knee~: 

Sad forrow pierced that ladyes heart. 
And fhe fhriekt loud flvneldngs three. 

The 
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The knightj? bt l^^f^ ppftn tj? fiPttc, 155 

All recklefle of (he |)aip : 
Qaoth hee, Silt h?9YC9 i^e npiy my TpeediPf 

Or elfe I fliall be fl4iB^. 

He grafped his iworde with mayne and mighte. 
And fpying a iepfetu p^i i6« 

He drave it in(Q xi^ fSplim*^ fy4^ 
And pierc^ h^ to ttwp Jif ftr^ 

Then all the people gave a fhoute. 

Whan tlysy fawe the fbldan faUe : 
The ladye wept, and thanked Chriil, , 165 

That had leikewed her from thralL 

And nowe the kinge with all his baront 

Rofe «p|^e frof9 oife his feate. 
And downe he ftepped intd the liiles» 

That cmteotts knighte to greete. ly^ 

But he for payne and lacke of blonde 

Was fallen int6 a fwoande. 
And there all walteringe in his gore^ 

Lay lifeldTe on the grounde. 

Come downe, come downe, my daughter deare> 17^; 

Thou art a leeche of fkille ; 
Farre lever had I lofc halfe my landes. 

Than this good knighte fholde fpiile, 

E 4 Dowae 
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Downe then (leppeth that fayre ladyc. 

To helpe him if ihe maye ; jgQ 

But when fhe did his beavere raife, ' 
It is my life, my lord; fhe fayes. 

And fhriekte and fwound awayc. 

^ — Sir Cauline jufte liftc up his eyes 

When he heard his ladye crye, 1 8 r 

O ladye, I am* thine ownc true love. 
For thee I wifht to dye. 

Then giving her one partinge looke. 

He clofed his eyes in death. 
Ere Chriflabelle, that ladye milde, i^o 

Begane to drawe her breathe. 

But when flie found her comelye knighte 
Indeed was dead and gone, 
.. She layde heir pale cold cheeke to his. 

And thus Ihe made her moane. lor 

ilaye, my deare and onlye lord. 

For mee thy faithfulle feere ; 
'Tis meet that I (hold followe thee. 

Who haft bought my love foe deare. 

Then fayntinge in a deadlye fwounc, aoo 

And with a dcepe-fette fighe. 
That burft her gentle hearte in twayne, 

Fayre Chriftabelle did dye. 



i 
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V. 
EDWARD, EDWARD. 

A Scottish Ballad. 

Trom a MS. copy tranfmitted from Scotland, 

^\ U H Y dois zour brand fac drap wi' bluid, 
^^^ Edward, Edward ? 

Quhy dois zour brand fae drap wi' bluid ? 
And quhy iae fad gang zee, O ? 
O, I hae killed my hauke fae guid, j 

Mither, mither: 
O, Ihae killed my hauke fae guid : 

And I had nae mair bot hee, O, 

Zour haakis bluid was nevir fae reid, 

Edward, Edward. 10 

Zour haukis bluid was nevir fae reid ; 

My deir fon I tell the, O. 
O, I hae killed my reid-roan fleid, 

^ Mither, mither : 

O, I hae killed my reid-roan fleid, 15 

That erft was fae fair and frie, O. 
Zour fteid was auld, and ze hae gat mair, 

Edward,' Edward : 

Zour 
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Zoar Aeid was auld, and ze hae gat mair. 

Sum other dule ze drie, O. i# 

O, I hae killed my fadir deir, 

Mither, mither : 
O, I hae* killed my fadir deir, 

Alas 1 and wae is mee, O ! 



And quiiatten pe«ance w.ttl ts dfi^ for thtU . 2% 

Edward, Edward? 
And quhaft€ti p«n|wicc will ze drk for ckat f 

My d€ir {oik, n«w tell me, O. 
He fet my feit in Bonfller boaXf 

Mkher, mi^^er: 39 

lie fet my feit in zo»<ler boat. 

And lie fare ovir the fea, O* 

And quhat wul ze doc wi* zour towirs and zour ha% 

Edward, Edward ? 
And quhat wul ze dbe wi' zour towirs and zour ha', 35 

That were fae fair to fee, O ? 
Jle let thame ftand til they doun fa', 

Mith«r, mither: 
Jle let thame ftand till they doun fa'. 

For here nevir mair maun I bee, O. 49 

And quhat w.ul s$e leive to zour bairns and zour wii^>^ 

Edward, Edward? 
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And qahat wal ze lei^ to zoiir bainis and your wife, 

Quhan ze gang oyir the fea, O f 
The warldis room, late them beg throw life,- 4; 

Mither, mither: 
^he warldis room, let them beg throw life, 

.For thame nevir laaair wal I fee, O. 

And quhat wul ze leive to zour ain mither deir, 

Edward, Edward ? 59 

And quhat wul ze leive to zour ain mither deir ? 

My deir fon, now tell mee, O. 
The curfe of hell frae me fall ze beir, 

Mither, mither: 
The curfe of hell frae me fall ze beir, 55 

Sic comifeils ze gave to me, O. 



KING E ST MERE. 

^Tfis M Romantic Legend^ (nuhich is gi'ven fr$m /*«;• 
^epieSi one of them in the Editor^ s folio MS. J hears marks 
cf great antiquity^ and perhaps ought to have taken place 
of anjf in this volume* It ftwuldjeem to have been 'writ- 
ten avhile a great part of Spain vsas in the hands of the 
Saratens or Moors : vjhofe empire there 'was not fully ex- 
tingmjhed before the year 149 1 . The Mahometans are fpo^ 
ken of in v, 49, l^c. juft in the fame terms as in all other 
pjd romances^ The author of the ancient Legend of Sik 

^EVIS 
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Be VIS repre/enis his hero, upon all occafions^ breatbtHg mu 
defiance agatnfi 

* * Mahound and l^ermagaunte * ; " 

And fo full of %eal for his religion, as to return tbefollonmng 
polite mejffage to a Paynim king's fair daughter , tuho had 
fallen in lo-ve ixjith him, and fent tivo Saraecn knights /• 

iniiite him to her ho^wer^ 

** / ^wyll not ones fiirre off this grounde^ 

" To fpeake ^th an heathen hounde^ 

*' Unchriften houndes, I rede you fie, 

" Or I your harte bloud fimll fe\:* 

Indeed they return the compliment by calUng him elfwbere 
** A chriften hounde.X"* 

This ivas conformable to the real manners of the barbarous 
tiges : perhaps the fame excufe ivill hardly fer*ue our bard for 
ihe fituations in ijohich he has placed fome of his royalperfon- 
ages. That a youthful monarch flsould take a journey intQ 
another kingdom to ^uifit his mifirefs incog, ijuas a piece of 
gallantry paralleled in our oiun Charles L but that king 
Adland jhould he found lolling or leaning at his gate ('v. 
3^.y^ may be thought perchance a little out of charaSer* 
And yet the great painter cf manners. Homer, did not think 
it inconfifient nvith decor twi to reprefent a king of the Ta-- 
phians rearing himfelf at the gate of Ulyffes to inquire for 
that monarch, ^when he touched at Ithaca as he ivas taking 
a 'voyage nji'ith a flip's cargo of iron to difpofe in traffic ||. 
^0 little ought ijoe to judge of ancient manners by our o*wn. 

He/ore I conclude this article, I cannot help ohfer^ing 
that the reader nvill fee in this ballad, the charaSer of 
iijc old M nfirels (thofe fucceffors of the bards) placed in 
a 'very rejpeciahh light 4- : here he luill fee oni of 
ihem reprtfenied mounted on a fine horfe, accompanied 'with 
an attendant to bear his harp after him^ and to fing -the 

poems 

* t're a Jbcrt Me/r.olr at the end of this ballad, fag. 74- "fi-f 
"f ohni. C. tj. if. J Sign. C. j. b. 

i Odyjj'* a. 105. 4- '5'tf^'^tf^' 2. ^. 168. 
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peems of bis cothpofing. Here he iajUI fee him mixing in the 
company of kings ^without ceremony : no mean proof of the 
great antiquity of this poem* The farther ix^e carry our 
inquiries backy the greater refpeSl lue find paid to the pro- 
feffors of poetry and mufic among all the Celtic and Gothic 
nations. Their character nvas deemed fo facredy that un- 
^der itsfanSlion our famous king Alfred (as njoe ha've already 
/een §) made no fcruple to enter the Danijh camp, and -was at 
cnce admitted to the king*s head-quarters*. Our poet has 
fuggefied the fame expedient to the heroes of this ballad. All 
the hifiories of the North are full of the great re'verence 
paid to this order of men. Harold Harfagrey a celebrated' 
king of Norijuay, <was ^wont to feat them at his table abo^e 
all the officers of his court : and ^we find another Nor'wegian 
king placing fi've of them by his fide in a day of battle y that 
they might be eye^tvitnej^es of the great exploits they ivere te 
celebrate -^.-^As to Efimere*s riding into the hall nuhile the 
kings 'were at table^ this 'was ufual in the ages rf chi'valryi 
and e'ven to this day ^we fee a relic of this cufiom fill kept 
upy in the champion's riding into Wefiminfier-hall during 
/At coronation dinner %* 

HEarken to me, gentlemen. 
Come and you ihall heare ; 
He tell you of two of the boldeft brethren. 
That ever born y-were. 



The tone of them was Adler yonge. 
The tother was kyng Eftmere j 



The 



§ See the EJfay on the ancient Mlnftrels prefixed to this Vol, 

• Kvenfo late as the time ofFroiJJ'arty nve find Minfireh and Heralds 
mentioned together, as tbofe who might fecurely go into an enenty^s coun- 
tfy. Cap, cxU 

•f Bartbolini Antiq, Dan. p. ij^.—'—^Defcript. of the anc. Danes , 
Vol. I. />. 386. 389. &r<r. 

J Ste alj'o the account ofEd'W* II, in the EJfay on the M.nftrds. 
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The were as bolde men in their deedei^ 
As 9ny were farr and neiure. 

As they were drinking ale and wine 

Within kyng Eibneres halle : |^ 

When will ye marry a wyfe^ brother, 

A wyfe iq gladd us all ? 

\ 

M 

Then befpaipe him kyng Efbnere, 

And anfwered him haiUlee : 
I knowe not that ladye in any lande, f j 

That is abk* to marry with mee. 

Kyng Adland hath a daughter, brother. 

Men call her bright and fheene ; 
If I were kyng here in your dead. 

That ladye fholde be queene. 2# 

Sayesy Readc me, reade me, deare brother, 

Throaghout merrye England, 
Where we might find a meiTenger 

Betweene us two to fende. 

Sayes, You fhal ryde yourfelfe, brother, »$ 

He beare you companee^ 
Many throughe fals meflengers are deceivde. 

And I feare left foe fhold wee. 



Th«s 



* He means Jtl, fuU^tu 
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Thus the ftnifht diefli to ryde 

Of twoc good renifiit ftted^s 3« 

And when they came to king Adlatid^ halltf. 

Of red golde fhoiie their weedes. 

And whah t!i6 c^tfie to kpg Adiaftds halle 

Before the goodlye yate, 
Thcr they foatid good kyng Adland 35 

Rearing himfelfe theratt. 

Nowe Chrift dice favc, good king AdUnd ; 

Nowe Chriil thee fave and fee. 
Sayd, You be welcome, king Eftmew, 

Right haftiiye unto mee. 4.* 

You have a daughter, feyd Adler yon|;e. 

Men call her bright and fheene. 
My brother wold marrye her to his wiffe. 

Of Englande to bfe queenc. 

Yefterdaye was at my deare daughter 45 

Syr Bremor the kyng of Spayue ; 
And then fhe nitked him of naye, 

I feare Iheele do youe the fame. 

The kyng of Spayne is si foule paynim. 

And 'leeveth on Mahound ; 5# 

And pitye it Were that fayre ladyi 
Shold marrye a heathcft hound. 

But 
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But grant to me, fayes kyng Eftmere, 

For my love I you praye ; 
That I may fee your daughter deare 55 

Before I goe hence awaye. 

Althoughe itt is feven yeare and more 

Syth m^ daughter was in halle. 
She fhall come downe once for your fake 

To glad my gueftes alle. 60 

Downe then came that mayden fayre» 

With ladyes lacede in pall. 
And halfe a hondred of bolde knightes. 

To bring her from bowre to hall ; 
And eke as manye gentle (quieres, 65 

To waite upon them all. 

The talents of golde, were .on her head fettc^ / 

Hunge lowc downe to her knee ; 
And everye rynge on her fmalle finger. 

Shone of the chryftall free. - jro 

Sayes, Chrift you fave, my deare madame ; 

Sayes, Chrift yon fave and fee. 
Sayesy You be welcome, kyng Eftmerc, 

Right welcome unto mee. 

And iff you love me, as you fayc, yr 

So well and hartilee, 

AU 
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All diat ever yoa are comen about 
Soone fped now itt may bee» 

Then befpake her father deare : 

My daughter^ 1 faye*naye ; Sq 

Remember well the kyng of Spayne, 
' What he fayd yefterdaye. 

He wold <ptill downe my halles and cafiles^ 

And reave me of my lyfe : 
And ever I feare that paynim kyng^ Sj 

Iff I reave him of his.wyfe. 

Yoor cafUes^and your tovtrres^ father. 

Are ftronglye, buUt aboute j 
And therefore of that foule paynim 

Wee neede not ftande in doabte, 90 

Plyght me yotir troth, nowe, kyng Ellmere, 

By heaven and yoar righte hand. 
That yoa will marrye me to your wyfe. 

And make me queene of your land. 

' Then kyng Eftmere he plight his troth - 9 j 

By heaven and his righte hand. 
That he wolde marrye her to his wyfe. 
And make her queene of his land. 

And he tooke leave of that ladye fayre. 
To goe to his owne countree» 100 

Vol. I. F To 
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To fetche him dSaJws tmi lorcka tmi k^ifjktffs^ 
That mairycdlktf loighft b^- 

They had not rid^eit feM*t a wyfe 
A myle fdl-the-of the tow4e, 
, But in did^eoare th^.ky»g oCr^pay^t* 
With kcmpes many a.Ofle. 

But ^ did <tome the kyng of Spap^ 

With manye a griiflnv&-bardB% 
Tone day t© in*-ry«i kyng Adlands dau^lCTi^. 
Tothcrdaye tgtW(r3fe,hRrfe>m«. .. * >^« 

Then (he«^fttit«fter Itylig Bftdiiw " , r^ 

In all the fpcde mi^t fae^ 
That he m*lb eiAer eetarn* add ^ghtoy- 
*♦ Or goe hdflte and lofe hU ladyi* 

OnS whyk fteji the page U wew,: -115; 

AnothcF'whyle he raiuie j 
Till he hsfcd cM^taken king EHmere^ 

I-wisi he never blanne* . 

; ? Tydingesi tydingea, kyng Eftmere t 

What tydiiiges nowe, my boye? 1*0 

O tydinges I can teM to you. 
That Will yon fore annoye. 



You had not ridden fcant a mylc, 
A myle out of the towne, 



Bat 
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% liut in ^ mme tike kyng of Sftijpit 125 

With kempes xxmy s^ on? ;. 

1 

But in did come the kyx^g of Spiiyae 

With manyje a grimme bardne^ 
Tone da^e to ssaiiye IdU^ Ad^ands daughter^ 

T other daye 19 9ur0^ 1^ home* 1 30 

That ladye fayrc (he greetes you well, 

And cvcr-moi-c well by mee : 
Vott mud either tume agaif^^and iighte^ 

Or |[oe homq and lp{^ yoar ladye. 

Sayes, Reade m% r^a^f J^t, deare brother, 15; 

My reade ihall ryde f at thee, 
Whiche waye w^ be(l m^y tan^e find fighte> 

To fave thii ^re ladye. 

Now hearken to me, f^yes Adler yonge^ 

And your reade muft rife f at me, 140 

I quicklye will d^vi^ si waye 
To fette thy ladye free. 

My mother was a wefierne woman, 

And learned in gramarye *, 

And when I learned ^% the fchole, I4j 

Something^ ihee taught itt mee« 

F z There 

ffjlc* MSy * See at the end dftbis ballad, p. 73. Nete *0*, 
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* 

There groweth an hearbe within this fielde. 

And iff it were Imt knowse. 
His color, which is whyte and redd. 

It will make blacke and browne : 

• 
His color, which is browne and blackr^ 

Itt will make redd and whyte ; 
That fworde is not in all l^nglaiide,^ * 

Upon his coate will byte^ 

« 

And yon fhal be a harper, brother, . ^ igf 

Oatof the north conn tree; 
And lie be your boye, fo faine of fighte. 

To bcare your harpe by your knee^ , 

« 

And you; fliall be the beft harp2r. 

That ever tooke harpe in hand;' 160 

And I will be the beft finger. 

That ever fhng in this. land.. 

• 

Itt ihal be written in our fbrheads 

All and in grammarye. 
That we towe are the boldeft men^ i(^ 

That are in all Chriftcntye. 

And thus they renifht them to ryde» 

On towe good reniih fteedes ; 
And whan they came to king Adiands hall* 

Of redd gold fhone their weedes* t^a 

And 
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' And whan the came to kyng Adlands hall 
Undll the fayre hall yate. 
There tihey/oond a proud porter 
Rearing himfelfe theratt. 

Sayes, Chrift thee fave', thoa proud porter; 17 j 

Sayes, Chrift thee fave and fee. 
Kowe you be welcome, fayd the porter. 

Of what land foever y& bee. 

We been harpers, fayd Adler yonge. 

Come out of theaorthe countree ; iSo 

We beene-come hither untill this place. 

This proud weddinge for to fee. 

^ayd, And your color were white and redd. 

As it is blacke and browne, 
nd faye king Eftmere and his brother 18$ 

Were comen untill this towne. 

Then they pulled out a ryng of gold, 

Layd itt on the porters arme : 
And ever we will thee, proud porter, 

Thow wilt (aye us no harme. 190 

Sore he looked on kyng Eftmere, 
And fore he handled the ryng. 
Then opened to them the fayre hall yates, 
. He lett for no kind of thyng. 

F 3 Kyng 



« » 
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Kyitg Eftmete he light off Us ftcode 195 

Up att the fayre hall b^ard ; 
The frothe, that c^une frcmi his ^rydfip fajtd^i 

Light on kyng Bremors beard. 

Sayes, Stable thy fteede, thoti {troud h#rp^r» 
Goe flable him in the ftalle; 20f^ 

Itt doth not befefeme a proud haspef 
To liable hi^i in a kyi^s l^alle. 

! 
t 

My ladd he is (b lither, he fayd^ 

He will do nought that's meetis ; 
And aye that I c<^d but find tbe man^ 205 

Were able him to beate. 

Thou fpesikft protrd words, fayd the Paynim king. 

Thou harper here to mee j 
There is a man within this hallc. 

That will beate thy lad and thee. 219 

O Ictt that man come downe, he fayd, 

A fight of him wold I fee ; 
And whan hee hath beaten well my ladd. 

Then he fhall beate of mee. 

I 

Downe then came the kemperye man, 215 

And looked him in the eare 5 

For all the gold, that wis under heaven. 

He durft not neigh him ncare. J 

And ^ 



I 
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Awd bow nowe, 'kmpe, fayd thi kysg cf Spzfne,- 
And how what aileth thee f 220 

He faye«, Itt is wAttcn in tis forhcad 
All and in gramarye. 

That for all the gojd that is under heaven, 
I dare^ot neigh him nye« 

Kyng Eflmei'e t)»eh pulled forth his harpe, 225 

.And playd thereoir ib iWette : 
tJpftarte the ladye from the kynge. 

As hee fate at the meate. 

Now Hay thy harpt, thou proud harper, 
Now ftay thy harpe, I fay ; 250 

For an thou playefl as thou beginneft, 
ThoiJ*lt till * my bride awaye. 

He ftruclcc upon his harpe agayne^ 

And playd both' fayre and free ; 
The ladye was fo pleafde theratt, ^35 

She laught loud laughters three. 

Nowe fell me thy harpe, fayd the kyng of Spayhc, 

Thy harpe and ftryngs eche one, 
And as many gold nobles thou fhalt have. 

As there be ftryngs thereon. 240 

F 4 And 

• i. e. Entice, Fid, Clofs* Tor Gramary, fie bekvf. 
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And wkat wold yc doe witk my liarpe, he fayd,. 

Iff I did fell it yee? 
** To playcjny wiffe and me a fi.tt *, 

When abed together we bee." 

Now fell me, quoth hec, thy bryde foe gay, 245 

As ihee fitts laced in pall. 
And as many gold noblet I will give, 

As there be rings in the hall* 

And what wold ye doe with my bryde foe gay. 
Iff I did fell her yce ? 250 

More feemelye it is for her fayre bodye 
To lye by mee than thee, 

Hee played agayne both |ond and flirille. 

And Adler he did fyng, 
•* O ladye, this is thy owne trae love j ^55 

Noe harper, but a icyng* 



€t 



<* O ladye, this is thy owne true love, 

** As playiilye thou mayefl fee ; 
** And Ue rid thee of that foule paynim, 
. ** Who partes thy love and thee," 260 

The ladye looked, the ladye blufhte. 
And blufhte and lookt agayne. 



While 



U r« * ^»0 erjirdhtlef ntufic^ Sit Ckff, 
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■ 

While Adler he hath drawne his brande» 
And hath the Sowdan flayne. 

Up then rofe the kemperye meB, z6} 

And load they gan to crye : 
Ah ! traytors, yce have flayne oar kyng. 

And dierefore yee fhall d)e. 

Kyng Eftmere threwe the harpe afyde» 

And fwith he drew his brand ; , 270 

' And Eftmere he, and Adler yonge 
Right ftiffe in flour can fland. 

And aye their fwordes foe fore can byte, 

Throughe help of-Gramiarye 
That foone they have flayne the kempery men, 275 

Or forft them forth to flee. 

Kyng Eilmere tooke that fayre ladye. 

And marryed her to his wyfe, 
And brought her home to merrye England 

With her to leade his lyfe. 280 

" 1*" 
%• ^Ifi ivorJ Gkamayvle occurs federal times in tht 
foregoing poem^ and et/ery nuherefeenu to fignify Magic or 
fime land of /upematural fcience. I inotv not tjubence to de- 
rive iff unlefs it he from the loord Grammar.— /« thofe 
dark and ignorant ages^ ichen it <was thought a high degree 
of learning to be able to read and *write ; he nvho had 
made a little further progrefs iti lit$raturef might nuell pafs 
hr a eot^urtr or magician^ 

t+t Tkii- 
3 
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t+t TiltMAGAurT (mtfaicned aho*ue in p. 6q.J is the 
name gi'ven in the old remances /» the God oftjhe Sarascens c 
at which he ir conftantlj linked <mth Mabouhd 9r Mabo^ 
Met., Thus h the legend tf^Y% Guy ibe Soudan {Suk/ueJ 
Jh^eprs^ ^ . . 

'' So hilpi me Mabowne of might 

** AndTEtiUAQkVJift my Gad /o iright,*^ 

Sign. /. iij. i. 

Thij word is derived hy the nnry leewned Editor of 
^niusfrom the Anglo-Saxon Ty|i ^ery, and ^^V^ mighty • 
. ' A 4 this *woTd had fo fuhlime a derivation^ eend*wasjm 
applicahle to the true God, bow /ball nve account /or its ^/* 
eng/o degraded^ Perhaps Tyjv-nw^^n ^ Termagant haJ" ' 
' Seen a. name originally given f^fome Saxon idol^ before our an^ 
ceftors were converted to Chrijfianity ; or hfid been tbepicu» 
^Uar attribute of one of their falfi deities ; and therefore the 
frjl Chriftian miffionariei reje&edit as profane andinproper 
io be applied to the true God. Afterwards when the irrupt 
iions of the Saracens into' Europe ^ and'the Crufades into the 
. Eaftj had brought them acquainted voith a nevffpecies ofun" 
heUevers ; our ignorant ancefiors^ ivho thought all that did^ 
wot receive the Chriftian law^ viere necejfarily Pagans and 
Idolaters^ fuppofed the Mahometan creed vtas in eul refpe3e 
the fame voith that of their Pagan forefather s^ and therefore 
made nofcruple to give the ancient name of Termagant to 
th^ God of the Saracens : juft in the fame manner as they 
esfterwards ufed the name ^/'SarasBcn to exprefs any.kiad'^if 
Pagan or Idolater, In the ancient romance of Merline (in 
she editof^s folio MS*) the Saxons them/elves that came wor 
noith Hengifty becaufo they ivere not Chriftidns, areecm^ 
Jlantly eaUed Sarazens. 

HoTvever that be, it is certain thaty after the times of fie 
Crufadcsy both Mahound and Tevwagavnt .m^e 

4 their 
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thtir frequent appearance iu the Pageants and nligious Ettr 
terludes of the barbarous ages ; in <tvhich they nxjere exbi- 
iited 'With gtftures fs furious and frantic^ as H become 
f raver btaL Thus Skeltm /peaks of fVol/ey^ 

•* LikeMAVioVKB in a piay, 
f * No man dart him 'with/ay,** 

Ed- 1736. /. 158. . 

^ndBale, defcribing the threats ufed by fome Papift magi^ 

Jtrtaes to bis *wif9^ /peaks of them as ** grennyng upon her 

** Ijke •Termagauntes in a playeJ^* [A^es of EngU 

Votaryfis^ /^. 2. ^. 83. Ed* 1550. l2mo.] — Hence *we may 

' eoncei've the force of Hamlet* s expre/Jion in Shake/peare^ 

ivbere candemntng a ranting player he /ays y *f I could have 

*^ /uch a fellonv fwhipt for ore-doing Termagant: // 

f* out'Herods Herod.'** A, i^*<fc. 3- — By degrees the ivord 

came to be applied to an outrageous turbulent per/on, and ef 

pecialfy to a violent braivling nvoman ; to tvhom alone it ^ 

is no<w confined : and this the rather as, I fuppo/e^ the 

cbaraiSer 0/^Termagakt vtas asKtemly repre/ented on the 

Jtage after the eaftem modcj nvith long robes or petticoats. 

Another frequent chara^er in the old pageants or enter* 
lades of our anceftorSf voas the sowdaM or sold an r/- 
prefenting a grim eaftem tyrant : This appears from a cu* 
rious pa^ge in Stonv's Annals [p. 458.]— /« a ft age-play 
** the people knovj right 'well that he that plaieth the sow- * 
** DAIN, is perca/e a/ovoter [Jhoe-maker), yet ifonefljould 
^* cal him by his onvne name^ fwhile he ftandeth in his ma- 
** jeftiey one of his tormentors might hap to break his 
** head.** The fowdain or foldan, 'was a name given to 
any Sarazen kingy (being only a more rude pronunciation of 
the 'word faltan; as the/oldan of Egypt ^ the/oudan of Per- 
Jia^ the fivjdan of Babylon^ ^c. 'who 'were generally re- 
fre/ented as accompanied fwitb grim Sarazens, 'whofe bu/t- 
tfefs it was topunift? and tormut Chriftiaas* 

I can* 



-> 
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/ cannot conclude this Jbort Memoir^ ^without ohftmnng 
that the French ronumcets ivho had borronxjed the luorJ 
fermagant from us 9 and applied it as lue in their old ro^ 
mances^ corrupted it into Tervagauntb: And from them 
La Fontaine twk it up^ and has ufed it mone than once in his 
tales. ' This may he added to the other proofs adduU^ in 
ihe/e ^volumes of the great infercourfe that formerly fiSffifted 
iefween the old minftrels and legendary iJDriters of both na^ 
tionst and thai they mutually borrowed ei^h others romances* 



vn. ' 

SIR PATR.ICK SPENCE, 
A S c o T.T I8H Ballad^ 

1/ gi'venfrom fwo MS copies tranfmittei from Scot* 
land* In tvhat age the hero of this ballad livedo or tuhen 
this fatal expedition happened that proitedfo deftru3i*ve to the 
Scott nobles^ I have not been able to difcover ; yet am of 
opinion that their cataftrophe is not altogether ^without 
foundation in hiftory^ though it has efcaped n^ own re* 
fearches. In the infan<;y of navigations fuch as ufed the 
northern feas 9 ^were 'very liable to finpnureck in the ^wintry 
months : hence a law luas ena^ed in the reign of fames 
the Illy (a laiv 'which nuas frequently repeated afterivards) 
•* That there be na fchip frauched out of the realm tsnth 
** any ftaple gudesy fra the feaft of Simons day and fude^ 
•* unto the feaft of the purification our Lady called CandeU 
** ihefs:* Jam. III. Park. 2. Ch. 15. 

In fome modern copies y inftead of Patrick Spencehath been 
fubftituted the name of Sir Andre^w Wnody a famous Scottifl> 
admiral ^whofiourijhed in the time of our Ednu. IV. but nuhofe 
ftory hath nothing in common ivith this of the ballad. As 
Wood 'was the moft noted 'warrior of Scotland^ it is probable 
thaty like the Theban Hercules^ he hath engrojfed the renown 
of other heroes. 

THE 
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^^T^ H E king fits in Dumferling tonne, 
) Drinking the bludc-reid wine : 

O quhar will I get guid fail^r. 
To fail this fchip of mine ? 

Up and fpak an cldcrn knicht, J 

Sat at the kings richt kne : 
Sir Patrick Spence is the befi fiuldr, 

r 

That fails upon the fe. 

* 

The king has written a braid letter. 

And fignd it wi' his hand; lO 

And fent it to Sir Patrick Spence, 

Was walking on the fand. 

The firft line that Sir Patrick red, 

A loud lauch lauched he : 
The next line th^t Sir Patrick red, 15 

The teir blinded his ee. 

) * O quhais this has don diis deid. 

This ill deid don to me ; 
I' To fend^ me out this time o^the zeir. 

To fail upon the fe ? 2^ 

Mak haft, mak hafte, my mirry men all. 

Our guid fchip fails the mome. 
fay na fae, my matter deir, 
P For I fcir a deadlie ftorme* 

Late 



t- < 
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Late late ^^reen I faw the new moone 
Wi' the aold moone in hir arme ; 

And I feh", I fcir, my deir mailer^ 
That we will cam to h^rmd* 

O our Scots nobles ticv sicht laith 
To weet their cprk-ltelld £c)ioonr $ 

6ot iang owre a>* tke play wer pl^4# 
Thair l^ats they fwam ^boqn^. 

O langy Iang, may thaii^ ladies fit 
Wi' thair fans into tl^ir hand» 

Or eir they fe Sir Patrick Sp^ncfll 
Cum failing to the land. 



H 



3C> 



3t 



O langy Iang, m^y the ladies ftand 
• Wi' thair gold kerns in their hair> 
Waiting for thaii* ain deir lords. 
For they'll fe tharae na mair. 



40 



Have ow^, have imre to Abeidpur f , 

It's fiftie fadom dejp : 
And thair li^g guid Sir Patricjk Sppnce, 

Wi' the Scots lords at his feit* 



vin. 



\ Avlfiage lying upon the ri'ver Forth, the entrance tp. which h 
' fometimes denom'wated De mo|tao marl. 
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, vm. 

SLOBtlN HOOD AND GUY of GISBORNlL 

ITe have here a ballad tf Robin Hood (from the Editor* s 
foli9 MS) nvhich ivas never before printed^ and earriee 
marks of much greater antiquity than anj of the eommon 
popular fongs on this fubjeS^ 

Thefeverity. ofthofi tyrannical foreji^tanvs^ that ^were in-- 
troduced by our Norman kings t and the great temptation of 
breaking them by fuch as lived near the royal for eft s^^ at a 
time when the yeomanry of this kingdom nuere every vuhere 
trained up to the long-bonv^ and excelled all other nations in 
the art of flfooting^ muft conftantly have occajioued great 
numbers of outlaius^ and efpecially of fuch as nvere the heft 
markjmen. Tbefe naturally fed to the vjoods for ftftlitr^ 
4snd forming into troops^ endeavoured by their numbers to 
proteS themfePues fh'om the dreadful penalties of their delin-^ 
guency. The ancient 'punifl?ment for killing the king*s deer^ 
*was Ufs vfeyes and caftraiion : apunift>mentfar votrfe thatk 
death* This voill eafily account for the troops of banditti f 
vjhich formerly iurked in the ri^alforefts^ and from their fu- 
periorjkill in archery and kno^wl^dge of all the reeeffes of 
thofe unfrequented folitudes^ found it no difficult matter to 
rejift or elude the civil povjer. 

Among aUthefe^ none vjas ever more famous than the hero 
of this ballad : the heads of v^hofe ftory^ as collected by 
Siovj, are briefly thefe, 

** In this time [about the year \ 19O, in the reign ofRi- 
** chard I S\ nvere many robbersy and outla^wes^ among the 
•* vjhich Robin Hoody and Little' Johny renowned theeveSf 
** continued in vjoodsf defpoy ling and robbing the goods of 

''the 
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** the rich, ^hey killed none huf fuch oi WuU tnvadi 

•* tbem\ or hy rejift once for their onvn^defen^, 

Tbejfiide Robert entertained an hundred tall men etnd 

good arcbers ivith fuch fpoiles and thefls as he got ^ upom 
•• fuJ^omfour bttndred ('were they ever Jo ftrong) durji not 
** give the on/et. Hf/uffered no fwoman to be ofpreffed^ vio" 
** it/^ or otberwi/e molejied : poore mens goods be^^red, 
**• abundantlie relieving them luitb thaty <whicb hy theft he 
•* got from abbeys and the houfes of rich carles : nvhom 
•* Maior (the hiftorian) blanjftb for his rapine and theft 9 
** but of all t beeves be ajirmeih him to be the prince and 
*^mthe mofi'gl^tle tbeefe*** Annals y p, i^g, 

The perjbnalfcourage of this celebrated outlaiv, hisjkillim 
mrcheryy hii humanity ^ and efpecially bis levelling principle of 
taki^l^fvom the rich and giving to the poon^ have in all ages 
ifindered him the favourite of the common people : vobo not 
content to celebr^e his memory by innumerable fings andfo* 
riesy have ereSed him into the dignity of an earU Indeed 
it is not impoJJihUy but our heroy to gain the more refpeSfrom 
bit fttllovjersy or they to derive the more credit to their pro-* 
fejpon, may have given rife to fuch a report themfelves : for 
iwefind it recorded in an epitaphy vobichy ifgenuine, muft 
have been infcribed on his tombfione near the nunnery of 
' Kirk'lees in Yorkjhire ; vnbere (asthefory goes) be vuas 
tied to death by a treacherous nun to <whom he appU^ fot 
phlebotomy^ 

* l^tar un^erneati ^\ff lattf Iteatt 
Iat5 roibett earl of l^unttnstun 
ma arctt liet as ^te fae $eul» 
an pi{»I fcauiti im Slciiin l^euH 
^ch utIatDS a^ i)i an t^ men 
toil ^ngTanti ninir fi a0en« 
otiit 24 fial. DtlKemiirt^, 1247* 

f*his Epitaph appears to me fufpicious ; hovoeveff a laif 
'Antiquary has given a pedigree of Rob i a Hood, ivhich^ 

• Sc€ tboretbyU Ducat, Leed, p» 576. Shg, £rit, VL 3>3 J* 



ANDBA(/LADS. Sc 

if gmuinty Jhtfuts tbtit hi bud rud protnfyut to^ the Barl* 
dom of Hu/ttington<f and that his true name ivas Robert 
Fitz-ootm||. yet the mofi ancient poems on "Robin Hood 
make no mtn^m of thi» MafUom* ^ie is e^refslf aJj^rHd 
to bawe h*en a jeeman ^ im a meiy old legend in 'werfe pre'- 
Jerqued in the arcbi*ves of the public library at Cambridge \ 
in eight fyttes or PartSy printed in black letter , quarto^ 
ihuf itrferiitd^ ** ^ Here begynnefh a lytelf gefie if Rohjn 

h^Jk and fois meyne^ amd of the ppeude fiw;xi^ wf Notyng* 

ham,** Theftrjt lines aopt^ 

■ 

*' Litht and lyfien^ gfimytmef^t 
•* That be of fre bore hlode : 
** I JhaUyou tell of a good y s M a N > 
** His name loas Rdbyn hode* 

*' Robyn njnas a proude out-lafwe, 
** Whiles he <walked on grounde ; 

So curteyfe an outlaiue as he tvas tme^ 
Was never none yfounde^^ &C 









^he prtnfet^s colophon /i, *' C Sxplicit Kinge Edwardi 
" and Robin bode and Lyttel Johan, Enprentedat London in. 
•* Fleteftrete at thefygne ofthefone by Wynkin de WordeJ** 
In Mr. Garrick^s Co/ieSi^/t % is a^diffiareni edition of the 
fame poem *' t- Imprinted at London upon the. thre Crane 
** iMbarfe by Wyllyam Copland,^* containing at the end a 
little dramatie piece on the fuhjeSl of Robin Hood and the 
Friar y not found in the former copy^ caHedf " A netweplaye 
•* for to be played in Maye games <vefy ple/aunte and full of 
" pafyme. C (,-.) Tl^J* 

IJhall conclude thefit preliminary remarks ivith obfervtng^ 
that the hero of this ballad *was the fa'vourite fubjeB of 
popular fongs fo early as the time of iC. Edw* III. In the 

Vol. I. * G Fifions 

I) Stukffify in bii Palsog^aphia Britaruuca^ Nt.'U, I746» 

* 5*ff aifo iheffl/fno'tn^ ifallad, o» 147, -f iV«9». X>. 5. »• 
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Vijtons of Pierce Plo^wmatty ^written in that reigUy a monk 

9 can rtme^ of lHolen !^oir, anblSanM of Cfitfter, 
•$ut qf our Horl^e ant ouc %a&p, 51 Ucne notHpni at aH* 

/a/. z(>.£d, 1550. 

5« alfo in Bp. Latimer* s $ermons f a very curious andcba- 
raderijtical Jiotfyt *wbich fi^enjos luhat re/pe£i <was fietvn /• 
the memory of our archer in the time of that prelate* 

WHAN ftiaws beene flieene, and fhraddes* full 
And leaves both large and longe> [fayre, 

Itt's mcrrye walkyng in the fayre foireft 
To heare the fmall birdes fonge. 

The woodweele fang» and wold not ceafe, 5 

Sitting upon the fpraye, 
Soe lowde, he wakened Robin Hood, 

In the greenwood where he lay. 

Now by my faye, fayd jollye Robin, 

A fweaven I had this night ; 10 

I dreamt me of tow wighty yemen. 

That fall with me can fight. 

Methought they did me beate and binde. 

And tooke my bowe me froe ; 
Iff I be Robin alive in this lande, 1 5 

. He be wroken on them towe. 

Sweavens 

« 

. f Ser, 6th before K, Ed. Apr, ii. /»/. 75. GUpins life ofLat, p. 122. 

* Jtjhsuld perhaps he SvfZTisx t. e, the furf act of the ground : vis. 

*^ whin the f elds arch their beaut J, ^^ . 
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Sweavens are fwift» fayd Lyttle Johiif 

As the wind blowes over the hill : 
For iff itt be never fo loude this night» 

To-morrow it may be ftilL 20 

; Puike yeCf bowne yee, my merry men all. 
And John fhali goe with mee, ^ . . 

For lie goe feeke, yond wighty yeomen, . , 
In greenwood where they bee. 

Then they caft on theyr gownps of grene, wij 

. And tooke theyr bowes each one :. . 
And they away to the greene forrcfl, , ,- f, 

A ihooting forth are gone ; ^ 

Untill they came to the merry greenwood, . - 

Where they had gladdeft to bee, . 3e 

There they were ware of a wight ypomin. 
That leaned agaynfl a tree. , 

A fword and a dagger he wore by hii Me, 

Of manye a man the bane; . 
And he was clad in his eapuU hyde , 35 

Topp and tayll and mayne. 

Stan4ftill, mailer, quoth Litle Jo hn 

Under this tree fo grene. 
And I will go to yond wight yeoman 

To know what he doth meane. 4« 

G 2 Ah 
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Ah ! John, by ihe dioa fbtteft noe Sort, 

And that I farl^^ finde : 
How often fend Tmy men before. 

And tany my felfe behinde f • 

r 

It is no cunnilig a knave ta ken, 4s 

And a matf but heare him f|>eafce ; 
And it were not fbr burftisg of m^r bowe, 

John, I thy head Wold braJce. 

As often wordes thiy breeden bafie. 

So they parted Robin and John ; 50 

And John is gone to Barnefdale : 

The gates t he knoweth eche one. 

Bat when he came to Bamefdafe, 

Great heavineflcf there hee hadd. 
For he foulnd tow of his owne fclldwes 55 

Were flaine both in ^ flade. 

And Scartette he was fiyinge a-fbote ' 

Faft over ftocke. ai\4 ftone. 
For the proud iherijffe widi ieven fcore men 

Faft after him is gone. 6m 

One ihoote now Twill ih'oote, quoth John,. 
With Chrift his might and mayne ; 

I He 

^ ' . •• . 

« - ■■ . ' , 

f he, wojfs, faj/hf patbsf rtfmgu . Gate » « smmw vmd in the 



I^ iialse yond AmSb that wends foe faft. 
To ftopp he ihall W fkjae* 

Then John bei^t Vf hU i«ag bende-^bow^ ^j 
' - And fetteled him Co flioote : 
The bow wfs made of tender boughe^ 
And fell dowM at his foote. 

Woe worth, woe wondi thee, wicked wpod» 
That ever ihMigitwoA a tree; 79 

Fto Mwr thii day diOtt alt sny balc^ 
My boote when thou Ihold beo. 

His ihoeteit wins Wt looftly fliot^ 

Yet flewe not the ar<rowe in vsdms^ 
For itt »ett out of the fherrifies «fei^ ^j 

And William .a Trent Was ilaine^ 

It had bene better of William a Trent^ 

To have bene abed wilh ^it>wet 
Than to be diwt day in the green woed lladc 

To meet withlitde johaa arrowe. tp 

Bat as it u isA^y when men b^ mett 

Fyve can doe more than three» 
The iheriife hath taken little Johfl> 

And bound him fail to a tree* 

Thou fhalt be drawen by dale and downe^ t^ 

' And banged hye on a hill* 

G 3 Bttt 
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Bot thoa mayft fayle of thy purpofe, quotb }ohii« 
IfitbeChrifthiswill. 

Lett as leave talking of little John, 

And thinke of Robin Hood, ^ 

How he is gone to the wight yeoman. 

Where under the leaves he ftood, 

Goodmorrowe, good fellowe, fayd Robin fofayrt, 
" Good morrowe, good fellow, quo* he :** 

Methinkes by this bowe thou beares in thy hande 95 
A good archere thou (holdft bee. 

I am wilfttlle of my waye, quo^ the yeman. 
And of my morning tyde; 
. He lead thee through the wood, fayd Robin ; 

Good fellow, lie be thy guide. . io« 

I feeke an outRwe, the ftraunger fayd. 

Men call him Robin Hood ; 
Rather lid meet with that proud outlawe 

Than for^re pound foe good. 

Now come with me, thou wighty yeman, loj 

And Robin thou foone ihalt fee : 
But firil let us fome palHme find 

Under the greenwood tree* 

/ 

Fitft 
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Fit& let us fome mailerye make 

Among the woods fo even, no 

We may chance to meete with Robin Hood 

Here at fome unfett fleven. 

They catt.them down two fummer ihroggs. 

That grew both under a breere. 
And fett them threefcore rood in twaine 115 

To ihoote the prickes y-fere. 

Leade on» good fellowe, quoth Robin Hood, 

Leade on, I do bidd thee. 
Nay by my faith, good fellowe, hee fayd. 

My leader thou (halt bee. I2e 

The firft time Robin ihot at the pricke. 
He mift but an inch it fro : 

t 

The yeoman he was an archer good. 
But be cold never do foe. 

The fecond ihoote had the wightye yeman, 1 25 

He ihot within the garland : 
But Robin he fhott far better than hee. 

For he clave the good pricke wande. 

A bleffing upon thy heart, he fayd ; 

Good fellowe, thy Ihooting is goode ; 130 

For an thy hart be as good as thy hand. 

Thou wert better than Robin Hoode, 

G 4 Now 
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Now tell me thy name, good fcllowe, fiiyd Ire, 

Under the leaves of lyne. 
Nay "by my faith, quoth bolde Robin, 155 

Till thou have told me thine. 

I dwell by dale and downe, quodi hfee. 

And Robin to take Ime <worne ; 
And when I am called by my right nzmt 

I am Guy of good GiMrne. 140 

My dwelling is in tliis wood, fayes Robin, 

By thee I fet right nought : 
I am Robin Hood of Barn^iiailc, 

Whom thou fo long haft fought. 

He that had ncyther beene kithe nor km, 145 

Might have feeh a full fayrie fight. 
To fee how' together thefe yeomen went 

With blades both'browne • and bright. 

To 



• T'be common epithet for a fword or otber offepfive weapon, in the 
eld metrical ronfancei, w pR oww. yis ** brown hrattd^^ w *' brcvjn 
*'fword: brown^biH" ^c* andfontetipus e^uett " bright brown fivord.** 
Chaucer applies the word R u s t i E in the fame fenje j thus he defcribes 
the REV z I 

Prol, ver, 620. 
^ttd even thus the God Mahs s 

leJi.ofCrrJfiif, 1S8. 

Spennr tasfometimes ufed the fame epithet : See Heartens Cbfei'v. id, 
»• p* 6i. It fkould fern frcm this particularity that our anccfion aid 
mot pique themfebvcs upon keeping their ^weapons bright : perhaps thry 
deemed it more honourable to carry them fain ed wiih the kind of tiar 
§nemUs^ ^ 
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To fet hifw tbeft ytoMem together they foogtit ^ 
Two howres of a fimnners ^ay : 1 jo 

VeH ftcidier RoWii Hood nor fir Giiy • 
Them fetdeA to flye aw«y, 

Robin was reaeliles on « ttiete;. 
And ftttmbled tft timt tyde ; 
And Gay was q«iicke and nitnble wMi*all» ^ 5 5 

And hitt him upon the fydei 

Ah deeve Xftdjre, ifayd RciMn Hood tho» 

That art but mother and may*, 
I think it was never maM deflniy^ 

To dye before hit day, ' 

Robin dioaght on oisr ladye deere, 'j6o 

And foone Itapt up againey 
And fktdt he cane with a * backward' ^voke, .' 

And he fir Guy hath ilayne* 

He took fir Guys head by the hayre, 165 

And ftack it upon his bowes end : 
Thou haft beene a traytor all thy ljfe» 

Which thing maft have an end, 

Robin palled forth an Iriih knife. 

And nicked fir Gay in the face, 170 

That he was never on woman bom. 

Cold know whofe head it was. 



Fer, 163, awkwarde. MS* 



Sayes, 
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Sayes, Lye there, lye there, now fir Gaye, 

And with me be not wrothe ; 
UFthou have had the worft ibokes at my hand, 17 c 
Thou (halt have the better clothe. 

Robin did olFhis gowne of greene. 

And on fir Gay did throwe. 
And hce pat on that capoll hyde. 

That cladd him topp to toe. ige 

Thy bowe, thy arrowes, and jitle home. 

Now with me I will beare ; 
For I will away to Barnefdale, 

To fee how my men doe fare. 

Robin Hood fett Gayes home to his moath« iSc 

And a loud blaft in it did Mow. 
That beheard the fiieriffe of Nottingham, 

As he leaned under a low<e« 

Hearken, hearken, fayd the fheriffe, 

I heare nowe tydings good, i^q 

For yonder I heare fir Gayes home blow. 

And he hath ilaine Robin Hoode. 

Yonder I heare fir Gttyes home blowe, 

Itt blowes foe well in tyde. 
And yonder, comes that wightye yeoman, 195 

Cladd in his capall hyde. 

Come 



r- 
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Come hyther, come hyther, thoa good fir Guy, 

Aike what thou wilt of mee. 
O I will none of thy gold, fayd Robin, 

Nor I will none of thy fee : 200 

Bat now I have flaine the mafter, he fayes. 

Let me goe ftrike the knaye ; 
For this is all the meede I aike; 

None other rewarde I'le have. 

ThoQ art a madman, fayd the (hexUfc, 205 

Thou fiioldft have had a knightes fee : 

But feeing thy aiking hath beene foe bad. 
Well granted it ihal bee. 

When Little John heard his mafter ipeake. 

Well knewe he it was his fteven : 219 

Now fiiall I be loofet, quoth Little John, 
With Chrift iiis might in heaven. 

Fail Robin hee hyed him to Little John, 

He thought to loofe him blive ; 
The iheriffe and all h^s companye 215 

Faft after him can drive. 

Stand abacke, ftand abacke, fayd Robin ; 

Why draw you mee fo neere ? 
Jtt was never the ufe in our countrye. 

Ones ihrift another ihold heere. 22e 

Bat 
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But Htybhi ptilfed ibrtK an Irytti knifed 

And lofed John hand and footfc. 
And gaTc hitn "fir Guycs haw hrto Ws Iwand, 

And bade it be his boot^. 

r 

V 

Then Jtihri he ttxik Goycs borw in his fcand, ttj 

His boltcs and arrowes eche lonc : 
When the fheriffe few Little John bend his tjow. 

He fettled him to be gone. 

Towards his honfe in Nottinghani towne. 

He fled Ml faft away ; i^o 

And foe dfd aH the ^wnpanyc ; 
Not one behind woid ftay. 

But he cold nieither runnc fee faft, 

Nor away foe faft coM rfde. 
But Little Jfthn with an arrowe (be broad, 435 

He (hott him into th« ' bacfce'Wyde. 



*^* The title c/'SiK ivas not formerly peculiar tt> Km^ts^ 
it ijuas given to friefiiy and Jomttimet fo <^e*y ittferior 
terjonages. 
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■ IX. 
A N J& I. E G Y 

ON HBPHiy FOURTH EARL OP NOKTW. 

UMBIRLAND. 

TON, is the death of H^^rk PRfeqifj^ fom^k ^^^ tf 
Unrtbumherlandf fwhofell a ijiBitn to the avarice of Henry 
Ffl. Im 14$9 the farli^m^t had ^<i»Ud the kmg a fub- 
ftiy for carrying on the "mar in Bretagne. ^his tax ^was 
found fo hea'Vj in the Northy that the tvhole country ivas in 
ajlame^ The E^ of N/irtit^ierhndjx then brd lieutenant 
for Torkjhire^ 'wrote to inforrn the king of the difcontent^ 
and praying an ^Aatetnent, But nothing is fo unrelenting as 
avarice : the kjmg 'Wfote back that not a penny Jhould be 
abatid. This «f{i^« being deU'vered by the earl 'with too 
little caution^ the populace rofe^ and fuppojing him to be the 
promoter of their calamity^ broke into his hotfe^ aifd murdered 
him fwith fcueral, of his attendants : twho yet are charged 
by Sielton luith being back'ward in their duty on this occa-^ 
fioiu Tkit melanchslp ement happened at the earPs feat at 
Qoekhdge^ nearThirJkey in Tov^irey AprUt^. 14S9. $ee 
Lottd Eaeoth ^c. 

If the reader does not find much poetical merit in this old 
poem (tMch ytt is one ^Skel$on*s beft), he <mll fee a 
ftriking pi^htre of the fiatje and magnificence kept up by our 

ancient 
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anciint nobility during tbefiudal times. This great earl ie 
defcrihed here, as halving among his menial /ervanti, 
KNIGHTS, squiRESy and even barons : y^^ <i;. 32. 183. 
Wf. Which h(W)e*ver different from modem manners y 'was 
formerly not unufualnvith our greater Barons ^ *whoJe caflles 
had all the fpUndour and offices of a royal courts before the 
Laws againft Retainers abridged and limited the number of 
their attendants. 

John Skbltojv, nuho commonly fly led himfelf Poet Lam^ 
reaty died June 21. 1529. ithe foUotuingpoemy «which ap^ 
pears to have been ^written foon after the event y is printed 
from an ancient MS. copy preferved in the Britijb Mufeumy 
being much more correB than that printed among Skbl- 
ton'/ Poems in hi. let. \zmo. 1568. — It is eMreffed to 
Henry Percy fifth earl of Northumberlandy and is ptefaceoy 
Vc. in the foUovting manner : 

Poeta Skelton Lanreatus libellum faam metrice 

alloquitur. 

Ad dominum propento meum met pa^a Perc7> 

Qui Northumbronim jura paterna gerit. 
Ad nutum Celebris tu prona repone leoolsy 

Quxque fuo patri triftia jufta cano. 
Aft ubi perlegit, dubiam (lib mente Tohitet 

Foitunani> cun^ quz male fida rotat. 
Qiii leo fit felix, te Nefloris occupet annos 5 

Ad libitum cujus ipfe paratus ero. 

Skelton Laureat upon the dolorvs dithk ak* 
much lamentable chauncb op the moost 

HONORABLE ErLE OP NoRTHUMBERLANDE* 

IWayle, I wcpc, I fobbe, I figh ful fore 
The dedcly fate, the dolefuUc dcftenny 
Of him that is gone, alas ! withoute reftore. 

Of 
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Of the blodef royall defccndinge nobelly; 

Whos lordihepe dostles was.flayne lamentably 5 
Thorow trefon ageynhym compaiTyd and^wrought; 
Trew to his prince, in word} in dede, and thoaght. 

Of hevenly poe»s» O Clyo calde by .name » 
In the college of mofis goddefs hyftoriall, 

Adres the to me/ whiche am both halt and lame le 
In eled ^iteraunce to mtfke memoryall : 
"To the for foccoar, to the for helpe I call 

Myne homely rudnes and dsrighnes to expeiie .. 

With- 4he- f^fhe witters of £Iy conys wclle. 

Of noble ades anncyently enrolde, 15 

Of famOas princis and lordes of aftate^ 
By thy report ar wonte to be extold, 

Regeftringe trewly every formare date ; 

Of thy bountie after the ufuall rate, 
Kyndle in me fuche plenty of thy nobles, aa 

Thes forrowfuUc dities that I may ihew cxprcs. 

In fefons pail who hathe harde or fene 

Of formar writinge by any prefidente 
That vilane haftarddis in ther fttrious tene, 

Fulfyld 



•f- Henry, Jirfi E, of Nortbumherland, was born of Mary daugbttr f 

Henry E, of Lancajier, fecond fon of AT. Henry IJJ. He <wai alfi 

lineally dejcended from tie Emperour Charlemagne and the ancient Kings 
ofFratKe, by bis ancefior yofceline de Lovain, (fin of Godfrey Duke of 
Brabant,) tvho took the nameofl^tViCY on marrying the beirefs of that 
boufi in the reign of Hen* 11, Fid, Camden* Britan, Edm9ndjon, &c. 
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* Confetcord togedor of comBOm coqtnUg 
FaUly no §o ther mofie fii^alsr gooiiff Lonb:? 
It may be xegiflaide of ih^infllaE reaurdb 



So noble a auen, & raliaittt I^irde ami k»t{^ 

Fulfilled wttkhanor, a» all tiie i^mrfate d^^bftkoil; 30 
: At hisccoaimaandcineiLft^ wMcfafi bad botk d»]r tpii ni^t 
Knyghtis and fqu^eia, .at avcxy: fi»(M iwfai^ 
He calde iipea tkem, a& vtri^all hdoAold «ioii : 

Were na likes cosiiBoneft wacinrleia karii« ^ fc}i!i^ . 

To flo their oiime lo^do I Godowait IM i«t ikeic iliju94r« 3$ 
\ 

.And were not they to Uaaif » I 6)f 9Ub^ <• 

That were: abottts hyin» hia «wte iwraidft^lnilli 

To fufFre hym ilayn of hk mottaU tel 

Fled away froia hym^ let Yepok ly m tlie diii : 
They bode not tiE the reke wig were difenft. . ^ 

What fhuld 1 flatter \ what flmUe X gloTe or p4yiit f 

Fy, if for ftamc, their harts wes to fain$« 

In Englande and Frasi«ee» whtcb giietly wa& tedMitod \ 
Of whom bothFl4»nd»rft and Scotland (bdemdrede : 

To whome^ pete aAaaes oi^^de aftd k>wtt«ie ; 4; 

Amayny of rude villayns made him for to blede : 
Unkindly they flew hym, that help them oft at ncde J 

He wa5 their bulwark, their pavcs^ and their waU, 

Yet fliamfully they flew hym ; that fliamc root them be- 
fal. 

I fey. 
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1 fay, ye comoners, why wer ye fo ftark mad ? ^o 

What frantyk frenfy fyll in yoiire brayne ? 

Where wa^ your wit and refon, ye ihuld have had ? 
What willful 1 foly made yow to ryfe agayne 
Your naturall lord ? alas ! I can not fayne. 
, Ye armed you with will, and left your wit behynd ; 5 J 

Well may you be called comones moft unkynd. 

He was ydur chyfteyne^ your (helde, your chef defence, 

Redy to aflyft you in every tyme of nede : 
Your woi-fhip depended of his excellence : 

' Alas ! ye mad men, to far ye did exced^ : 69 

* Your hap was unhappy, to ill was your fpede : 
What movyd you agayn hym to war'or to light? 
What ayldc you to fle your lord agyn all right ? 

The grotii;»de of his quarel was for his fovereya lord^ 
The welle conccrnyng of all the hole lande» $ j 

De'maundyng foche dutyes as nedis moft acord ^ [ftand; 
To the right of his prii ce which (hold not be with- 
For whos caufe ye flew hym with your awne handc; 

But had his hobill men done wel that day. 

Ye had not been hable to have faide him nay, 79 

« 

Bat ther was fals packinge, or els I am begyldc : 
How-be-it the mater was evident and playne. 

For yf they had occupied ther fpere and ther fhelde. 
This noble man doutles had not be flayne. 
Bot men fay they wer lynked with a double chayn, 7 j 

And held with the commouns under a cloke, 

Whiche kiudeled the wyld fyre that made all this fmpke. 

Vol.. L H The 
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The commouns renycd thcr taxes to pay 

Of them demaanded andjafked by the kynge ; 

With one voice importune, they pkynly faid nay : 80 
They bulkt them on abulhment themfelf in baile to 

bringe : 
Agaync the kings plefnre to wraMe or to wiinge. 

Bluntly ias beftis withe boite and with cry 

They faide, they forfede not, nor carede not to dy. 

The noblenes of the northe this valiant lorde and 
knyght, 85 

As man that was innocent of trechery or trayne, 

Piefed forthe boldly to witftand the myght, 

Andy lyke marciall Heflor, he fauht them agayne, 
Vigorouily upon them with myght and with mayne, 

Truftinge in noble men that wer with hym there : 90 

Bot all they fled from hym forfalihode or fere. 

r 

Barons, knights, fquyers, one and alle, 
Togedcr with fervaunts of his famuly, 

Turnd their backis, and let ther mailer fall, 

Ofwhos [life] they counted not a flye ; 95 

Take iip whoa wolde for them, they let hym Ty. 

Alas ! Us golde, his fee, his annuall rente 

Upon fttche a fort was ille beHowde and fpent. 

He was envyronde aboute on every fyde 

Withe his enemys, that were ftark mad and wode ; 1 00 

*Yet whils he flode he gave them woundes wyde : 

Alas for routhe ! what thouche his mynde were goode, 
His corage manly, yet ther he flied his bloode ! 

All 
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All left alone, alas ! he fawte in vayne ; 

For cruelly amonge them ther he was flayne. 105 

Alas for pite ! that Percy thus Was fpylt. 

The famous erle of Northumberlande : 
Of knightly prowes the fworde pomel and hylt. 

The myglity lyoun doutted by fe and lande ! 

O dolorous chaunce of fortuns fruward hande! 1 10 
What man femembring how fhamfully he was (layne. 
From bitter weepinge hymfelf kan reftrayne ? 

O cmell Mars, thou dedly god of war ! 
O dolorous teufday, dedicate to thy name. 

When thou flioke thy fworde fo noble a man to mar ! 1 1 5 
O grounde ungracious, unhappy be thy fame, 
Whiche wert endyed with rede blode of the fame ! 

iXofte noble erle ! O fowle myfuryd grounde 

Whereon he gat his fynal dedely wounde ! 

O Atropos, of the fatall fyfters thre, 120 

Godd&s mobile cruell unto the lyf of man. 

All merciles, in the ys no pite ! 
O homycide, whiche fleeft all that thou kan. 
So forcibly upon this erle thow ran^ 

That with thy fworde enharpid of mortall drede, 1 25 

Thoa kit afonder his perfight vitall threde ! 

My wordis unpullyfht be nakide and playne. 
Of aureat poems they want ellumynynge ; 

Bot by them to knoulege ye may attayne 
Of this lordis dethe and of his murdrynge. 130 

Which whils he lyvyd had fayfim of every thing, 

H 2 Of 
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Of knights, offquyersy chef lord of toare and toane, 
Tyl fykkill fortune began on hym to frowne* 

ParegMl to dukis, with kings he myght compare, 
Sourniountinge in honor all erls he did excede, 135 

To all cuDtreis aboute hym reporte me I dare. 
Lyke to Eneas benygae in worde and dede» 
Valiaunt as Hedor in every marciall nede> 

Provydenty difcrete, circumfpedt, andwyfe, 159 

Tyll the chaonce ran agyne him of fortunes duble dyfe. 

What nedethe me for to extoll his fame 
With my rude pen enkankerd all withruft ? 

Whos noble adis fbew worfheply his name, 

Tranfcendyng far myne homely mufe. that mud 
Yet fomwhat wright fupprifid with hartly luft, , 14^ 

Truly reportinge his right noble aftate. 

Immortally whiche is immaculate* 

His noble blode never difteynyd was, 

Trcw to his prince for to defende his rights 

Doublenes hatinge, fals maters to compas^ 150 

Treytory and trefon he bannefht out of fyght. 
With trowth to medle was all his hole dclyght. 

As all his kuntrey kan teftefy the fame : 

To flo fuche a lord» alas, it was grete ihame. . 

If the hole quere of the mufis nyne 155 

In me all onely wer fett and comprifyde^ 

Enbrethed with the blaft of influence dy vyne. 
As perfightly as could be thought or devyfyd ; 
To me "alfo allthouche it were promyfyde 

Of 
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Of laureat Phebus holy the eloquence, i6o 

All were to litill-fbr his magnyficencc. 

yonge lyon, bot tender yet of age. 
Grow and ehcrefe, remembre thyn aftate, 

God the aflyft unto thyn herytage, 
And geve the grace to be more fortunate, 165 

Agayne rebellyouns arme to make debate. 
And, as the lyoiine, whiche is of beftis kinge. 
Unto thy fubjedis be kurteis and benyngne. 

1 pray God fende the'profperdus lyf and long, 

Stabille thy mynde conilant to be and fail, 170 

Right to mayntein, and to refift all wronge. 
All iiattringe faytors abhor and from the caft. 
Of foule detra&ioa God kepe the from the blall. 
Let double delinge in the have no place. 
And be not light of credence in no cafe. 175 ' 

Wythe hevy chere, with dolorous Kait and mynd, 
Eche man may forow in his inward thought, 

Thys lords deaths whofe pcre is hard to fynd . 
Allgy f Englond and Fraunce were thorow faught. 
Al kings, all princes, all dukes, well they ought 180 

Bothe temporall and fpirituall for to complayne 

This noble man, that crewelly was flayne. 

More fpecially barons, and thole knygtes bold. 
And all other gentilmen with hym cnterteynd 

In fee, as meny^ll men of his koufold, 185 

Whom he as lord woHheply manteynd : 

To forowfull weping they ought to be con&reynd, 

H 3 As 
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As oft as thei call to iher rcmembaQocey 

Of ther good lor4 the fate and dedely diaiinee. 

O perlefe prince of hevyn emperyailei 1^9 

Tliat with one worde formed al thing of nooghte $ 

Hevyn, hell, and erth obey unto thi kail ; 
Which to thy reieipblan^e wopderfly haft wroaght ' 
All mankynd> whom thou fall dere haft boght. 

With thy l^de pjrecious onr finaimce thon dyd pay, 195 

And us redemedy from the £mdys pray : 

To the prsqr we, %$ pi^cf incomperahley , 
As thou art of m^fcy and pite the welU 

Thou brjnge unto thy joy» etermynable 
The fpvle of thii lorde from all daungcr of hell, 2Co 
In endks Uis with the to byde and dwell 

In thy palace above the orient. 

Where thou art lorde, and God omnipotent* 

O queae of mercy, O lady fall of graee. 
Maiden mofte pare, and goddis moder deref 205 

To forowfttll harts chef comfort and fol«ce. 
Of all women O floore withouten pere. 
Pray to thy fon above the ftarris clere. 

He to voocheftf by thy mediatioan 

To pardon thy fervant, andbringe to falvacion. zio 

In joy triomphannt the Kevenly yenirchy. 

With all the hole forte of that glorioas place, 
Dis foule mot receyve into ther company 

Thorowe 
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Thorowe bounte of hym that formed all folace : 
Well of pite, of mercy, and of grace, 215 

The father, the fon, and the holy gofte 

In Trinitate one God of myghts mofle. 



fj-f I have placed the foregoing poem of Skelton'x 
before the follotving extraS from Hav^es, not only hecaufe 
it luas <vjritten frfty but becaufe I think Skelton // in 
general to he cojifidered as the earlier poet ; mafjy of his 
poems being ^written long before Hawes's Graunde 
Amour. 



X. 

THE TQWER OF DOCTRINE. 

^be reader has here afpecimen of the defcripti'ue pwaers 
^ St Era BN Hawes, a alebrated poet in the reign of Hen. 
VIL tho^ now little known. It is extraSed from an alle- 
gorical poem of his (tji)ritten in 1505.^ intitledy ** I'he 
*' Hift. of Graunde Amoure IS La Belle FiueU called the 
" Palace of PleafureiiSc.** ^0. 1555. See more of Hawes 
inAtb.Ox. *v. i. /. 6. andWarton*s Ob/eru. v, 2. /. IQ5. 

The following Stanzas are taken from Chap, IIL and IF* 
** Ho'w Fame departed from Graunde Amour and Itft him 
** ivith Govemaunce and Grace, and howe he tvent to the 
** 7'o'wer of DoSrine, ISc^^^^As we are able to give no 
fmall lyric piece of Hawes* s, the reader will excufe the in^ 
fertion of this extras. 
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T Loked about and faw a craggy roche, 

Farre in the weft ncare to the element. 
And as I dyd then unto it approche. 

Upon the toppe I fawe refulgent 

The royal tower of Morall Document, r 

Made of fine copper with turrettes fayre and Jiye, 
Which againft Pheti^us fhone foe marveyloufly, ' 

That for the very perfefl bryghtnej 
. What of the to>ycr, md of the clearcfonne, 
I could nothyng behold the goodlines 10 

Of that palaice, whereas Dodrine did wonne : 
Tyll at the laft, with myfty wyndes donne. 
The radiant brightnes of golden' Phebus 
Aufter gan cover with clowde tenebrus. 

Then to the tower I drewe nere and nere, 15 

And often mufed of the great hyghnes 
Of the craggy rocke, which quadrant did appcare.: 

But the fayre tower, (fo much of ryches 

Was all about,) fexangled doubtles ; 
Ga^eyld with grayhoundcs, and with many lyons, zq- 
Made of fyne golde j with divers fundry dragons. 

The little * turrett' with ymages of golde 

About was fet, whiche with the wyndc aye moved 
With propre vices, that I did well beholde 
. About the tower, in fundry wyfe they hoved 25 
With goodly pypes, in their mouthes ituned. 
That with the wynd they pyped a daunce 
Iclipped Amour de la hautt plefaunce* 

The 
jfO 22. turrets. BC^ K 2$. towers. ^C, 
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The toure was great of marveylous wydncs, 
To whyche ther was no way to paffe but one, 30 

Into the toure for to have an intres : 
A grece there wds ychefyld all of ftone 
Out of the rocke^ qn whyche men dyd gone 

Up to the toure, and in lykewyfe dyd I 

Wyth bothe the Grayhoundes in my, c^ompany f : 35 

Tyll that I came unto a ryall gate. 
Where I fawe ftondynge the goodly Portres, 

Whyche axed jrie, from when'ce I came k-latc ; 
To whoftic I gan in every thynge cxprcfTe 
All myne adventure, chaunce, and bufyne/Te, 40 

And eke my name j I tolde her every dell ; 

Whan (he herde this ihe lyked me right well. 

Her name, (he fayd, was called Counten^unce ; 
Into the ' bafe* courte ihe dyd me then lede, 

Where was a fountayne depured of pleafance, 45 

A noble fprynge, a ryall conduyte-hede. 
Made of fyne golde enameled with reed ; 

And on the toppe four dragons blewe and floute 

Thys dulcet water in four partes dyd fpoutc. 

Of whyche there flowed foure ry vers ryght clere, 50 

Sweter than Nylus I or Ganges was ther odoure ; 

Tygrys or Eufratcs unto them no pere : 

I dyd 

-f This alludes to a former part tf the Poem* 
F, 44. befy courte. PC, V, 49. partyes. PC, 

X Nyfus. PC. 
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I dyd than ta&e the aromatyke lycoure, 
Fragraynt of fume, and fwete as any floure ; 
And in my mouthe it had a marveylous fcent %^ 

Of divers fpyccs, I kneure not wh^t it nient. 

And after thys farther forth mc brought 
Dame Countenaunce into a goodly Hall, 

Of jafper flones it was wonderly wrought : 

The wyndowes cleare deputed all of ayftall, 60 
And in the roufe on hye over all 

Of goldc was made a ryght crafty vyne ; 

Inftede of grapes the rubies there did ihyne. 

The flore was paved with berall clarified. 

With pillers made of ftones precious, 6$ 

like a place of pleafure fb gayely glorified. 
It myght be called a palaice glprioust 
So muche deledable and ibiacious; 

The hall was hanged hye and circuler 

With cloth of arras in the rycheft maner. 70 

That treated well of a ful noble ftory. 

Of the doubty waye to the Tower Perillons ; f 

Howe a noble knyght (honld wynne the viQory 
Of many a ferpente foule and odipus* 

• « ^ . * • • • 

f 7'befitryeftbepofm* 
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XI. 
THE CHILD OF ELLE. 

is given from a fragment in the Editor^s folio MS: 
vAicb tbo* extremely d^Sii^ and muiilat€d afpeaPid t9 
ha'vefo much merits that it excited a ftrong dejire to attempt 
a completion ofthefiorj^ The Reader «ivill eafilj difcover 
the fupplemefital ftanxas hy their inferiority y and at the fame 
time he inclined to pardon it, <when he confiders ho*w difficult 
it muft he to imitate the e^e&ing fimplicity andartbfs iuM" 
ties of the original. 
Child ivas a title fometimes given to a knight. See GloJ* 

ON yonder hiU a caille ftandes. 
With walles and towres bedight. 
And yonder lives the ChiM of Elle, 
A younge and comely knighte. 

The Child of EUe to Ms garden wente, • '; 

And Hood at his garden pale, 
Whan, lo ! he beheld fair Emmelines page 

Come trippinge downe the dale. 

The Child of EUe he hyed him thence, 

Y-wis he ftoode not ftille, lo 

And foone he mette faire Emmelines page 

Come climbing up the hHle. 

« Nowc 
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.. Howe Chrifle thee favc, thou little foot-page. 
Now Chrifle thee fave and fee ! 
Oh telle me how does thy ladye gaye, ij 

And what may thy tydinges bee ? 

My lady fhee is all woe-begone. 

And the tearcs they falle from her cyne ; 
. And aye fhe lamei^ts the deadlye feude ■ 
. . Betweene her houfe and thine. zm 

And here fliee fends thee a lilken fcarfe , 

JBedewde with many a teare. 
And biddes thee fometimes thinke on her, 
^ Who loved thee fo deare. . 

And here ihee fends thee a ring of golde ' 2$ 

The lafl boone thou mayft have. 
And biddes thee weare it ftu* her fake. 

Whan fhe is layde in grave. ^ 

' For, ah ! her gentle heart «is broke. 

And in grave foone mufl fhee bee, ^q 

Sith her father hath chofe her a new Qew love. 
And forbidde her to think of thee. 

I 
Her father hath brought her a carlifh knight, 

. Sir John of the north countraye. 

And within three dayes fhee mufl him wedde, 35 

Or he vowes he will her flaye. 

.. • Nowe 
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Nowe hye thee backe» thou little foot-page^ 
And greet thy ladye from mee. 

And telle her that I her owne truevlove 
Will dye, or fette her free. 

Nowe hye thee backe, thou little foot-page. 

And let thy fair ladye know 
This night will I bee at her bowre-windowe. 

Betide me weale or woe. 



XO9 
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The boye he tripped, the boye he ranne, ^j; 

He neither ftint ne ftayd 
Untill he came to fair £mmeline3 bowre. 

Whan kneeling downe he fayd, 

O ladye, Ive been with thy own true love. 

And he greets thee well by mee ; 50 

This night will he bee at thy bowre-winddwe, 
Anrd dye or fette thee free. 

Nowe daye was gone, and night was come. 

And all were faft aile^pe. 
All fave the ladye Emmeline, | j 

Who fate in her bowre to weepe : 



And foone fliee heard her true loves voice 
Lowe whifpering at the walle. 

Awake, awake, my deare ladye, 
Tis I thy true love calL 



60 
Awake, 
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AwtLke, aWake» my iady« dette, 

Comcy monnt this faire palfriye : 
This Issidcr of ropes will lette ihec downfe, 

lie canye thee hence awaye. 

Nowe nay, :iioWe ntcy, thon gentle knight, 6{ 

Now nay, this may not bee ; 
For dye fhould I tint my maiden fame. 

If alone; I ihould wend Widi diee. 

O ladye, dioa with a knighte fo trae 

Mayft fafelye wend alone, yo 

To tAy laiye mother 1 will thee bringe. 

Where marriage ihall make ns one*. 

** My father he is a baron botde. 

Of lynage proode and hye ; 
And what would he fayeif his daughtir 75 

Awaye with a knight flioald fly t 

Ah ! well I wot, he never would reft. 
Nor his meate (honld doe him no goode. 

Till he had flayne thee. Child of EUe, 
And feene thy deare he&rts bloode.'* go 

ladye, wert thon in diy iaddle fette, 
AncL a little fpace him fro, 

1 would not cftre fbr thy cruel father. 

Nor the worft that he could doe» 



AND B A L*L A D S- m 

ladye, wert thou in thy faddle fctte, 85 
And once without this walk, 

1 would not care for thy cruel fadier. 

Nor the worft that might befalle. 

Faire Emmeline fighde, fair Emtneline wept. 
And aye her heart waS woe : ^ 

At length he feizde her lilly* white hand. 
And downe the ladder he drewe t 

And thrice he clafpde her to his brefle. 

And kift hei tenderlie : 
The teares thaffell from her fair eyes, pj 

Ranne like the fountayne free. 

Hee mounted himfelfe on his fteede fo talle. 

And her on a faire palfr^ye. 
And flung his bugle abofut his n^tfee. 

And roundly e they rode awaye. 1 00 

All this beheard her owne damfelle. 

In her bed >fihereas ihee ley. 
Quoth fliee. My lord fliall knowe of this, 

Soe I fliall have golde and fee. 

Awake, awake, thou baron bolde! 105 

Awake, my noble dame ! 
Your daughter is fledde with the Child of EUe, 

To doe the deede of fliamc* 

The 
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The baron he woke, the baron he rofc. 

And callde his merrye men all:' . no 

** And come thou forth, Sir John the knighte^ 
The ladye is carried to thrall." 

Faire Emmeline fcant had ridden a mile, 

A mile forth of the town^, 
When (he was aware of her fathers men 1 1 $ 

Come galloping over the downe : 

And foremoft came the carliih knight. 

Sir John of the north countraye : 
" Nowe flop, nowe ftop, thou falfe tait5ure. 

Nor carry that ladye away e. I2# 

For fhe is come of hye lynagc. 

And was of a ladye borne. 
And ill it befeems thee a falfe churles fonne 

To carrye her hence to fcorne." 

Nowe load thou lyeft. Sir John the knight, izj 

Nowe thou doeil lye of mee ; 
A knight mee gott, and a ladye me bore*. 

Soe never did none by thee. 

But light nowe downe, my Udye faire, 

Light downe, and hold my fteed, 1 30 

While I and this difcourteous knightc 
Doe trye this arduous deede. 

Bat 
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Bat light now downc, my deate ladye. 
Light downe, and hold my horfe ; . . . 

While 1 and this difcourteous knight 13^ 

Doe trye cur valours force. 

Fair Emmeline iighde, fair Emmeline wept. 

And aye her heart was woe. 
While twixt her love and the carlifh knight 

Pail many a bajl^ul blowe. 140 

The Child of £Ue hee fought foe WeU, 

As his weapon he wavde amaine, 
That foone he had flaine ihe carlifh knight. 

And layde him upon the plaiae. 

And nowe the baron, and all his -men 145 

Full fail approached nye ; 
Ah ! what may ladye Emmeline doe I 

Twere nowe no boote to flyc. 

Her lover he put his home to his mouth. 

And blew both loud and fhrill, 150 

And foone he faw his owne merry men 
Come ryding over the hill. 

** Nowe hold thy hand, thou bold bardn, 

I pray thee, ' hold thy hand. 
Nor ruthlefs rend two gentle hearts, 155 

Fafl knit in true 1 jvc;s band. 

Vol. I. I Thy^ 
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Thy daughter I have dearly lovde 

Fall long and many a day ;- 
But with fttch toye as koCy kirke 

Hath freelye fayd wee amy. i6» 

O give tonienty ihee may be widme. 

And bleiTe a faithfuU jpaire : 
My lai|ds and livings are not fmaQ^ 

My houfe and lynage faice : 

My mother fhe was an erles danght^, l6{ 

And a noble fchyght my fire ■ 
The baron he frownde, andturnde away 

With mickle dole and ire. 

Fair Emmeline fighde, fidre EmmeKne wept. 
And did all trembiinge Hand i 17^ 

At lengthe fhe fprange upon her knee. 
And held his lifted hand. 

Pardon^ my lorde aod father deare. 

This faire yong knyght and mee t 
Trufl me, but for the carlift knyght, 175 

I never had fled from thee* 

« • 

Oft haye you callde your Emmeline 

Your darling and your joye ; 
'O let not then your harfh refolves 

Your Emmeline deftroye. 1 go 

Th« 
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The baron he fboakt hit dark-brown cheeke» 

And turnde his heade afyde 
To whipe awaye the ftartingp teare. 

He proudly fbave to hydc. - 

In deepe revolving thought he flodde, 185 

And mufde a little fpace ; 
Then raifde faire EmmeHne from thegrounde. 

With many a fond embrace* 

Here take her, Child of £Ue, he fayd» 

And gave her liilye Jiand ; > 190 

Here take my deare and only child. 
And with her i^alf my land : 

Thy father dnice mine honour wrongde 

In dayes of youthful pride ; 
Do thou the injurye repayre I9j 

In fondneffe for thy bride. 

And as thou love her, and hold her deare. 

Heaven profper thee and thine : 
And nowe my bleffing wend wi' thee, 

My lovclye Emmeline. 200 
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E I> O M O* GORDON, 
A Scottish Ballad, 



printed at GlafgoWf hy Robert and Andrenu 
Fwlisy MDCCLF. S<ve. 1 2 pages. — We are indebted fiff^ 
its publication (ixjith many other 'valuable things in tbep 
'volumes) to Sir Da-vid l^alrymplef Bart* iJoho ga-ve it as 
it *was prejer«ved in the memory of a la(fy, thai is nofuj dead, 
The reader 'vDill here find it improved ^ and enlarged ^voith 
federal fine JlanzaSf reco'vered from a fragment of tbefanu 
ballad^ in the Editor* s folio MS. It is remarkable that the 
latter is intitled Captain Adam Carre, and is in the 
Englijb idiom* But luhether the author ivas Englijh or 
Scotch^ the difference originally nvas not great* The Englijh 
Ballads are generally of the North of England , the Scott ijh 
are of the South of Scotland^ and of confequence the country 
of Ballad-fingers ivas fometimes fubjeSt to ^one crewvn^ and 
fometimes to the other ^ and mofi frequently to neither* Mofi 
of thefineft old Scotch Jongs have the fcene laid njuithin 20 
miles of England y ^which is indeed all poetic ground^ green 
hills y Temains of vjoods^ clear brooks. The paft oral fcenes 
remain : Of the rude chivalry of former ages happily no- 
thing remains, but the ruins of the cafiles, <where the more 
daring and fuccejsful robbers rejided. The Houje, or Caftle 
of the RoDES, flood about a meajured mile Jouth from Duns 
in Bernuickjhire : fome of the ruins of it may be feen 
to this day. The Gordons ^were anciently feated in the 
fame county : the tvjo villages ofEaJt and Weft Gordon lie 

about 
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a^out 10 miks from the cafile of the Rodes *. Whether 
this ballad hath any foundation in faS^ nue ha've not been 
able to difco-ver* It contains hcfwever but toojuji a piilure 
of the 'violences pradifed in the feudal times all onjer Europe, 

From the different titles tftbis ballad^ it Jhouldfeem that 
the old ftrolUng bards or minftrels (ivbo gained a li<velihood 
by reciting thefe toems) made no fcruple of changing the 
names of the perjonages they introduced^ to humour their 
hearers. For inftance^ if a Gordon^ s conduct nuas blame* 
nvorthy in the opinion of that age^ the ohfequious minftrel 
tvould, iJtjhen among Gordons^ change the name to Car, 
nvho/e clan or fept lay further tvef, and vice verja. In 
the third volume the reader ivillfnd afimilar inftance. See 
the Jong of Gil Morris, the hero of 'which had different 
names given him^ perhaps from the fame caufe. 

It nuy be proper to mention, that in the Englijh copy, in- 
fiead of the " Caftle of the Rodes,** it is the " Caftle of 
Bittons'borrovj/* (or ** DiaSouts-borrotx},** for it is very 
obfcurely ^written), and ** Capt* Adam Carre'* is called the 
** Lord of Wefterton-tfnun,** , Uniformity required that the 
additional flanzas fuppliedfrom that copy Jhould be clothed 
in the Scottijh orthography and idiom : this has therefore 
been attempted, though perhaps imperfedly* 

T T fell about the Martinmas^ 

Quhen the wind blew fchril and cauld. 
Said Bdom o' Gordon to his men^ 
• Wc maun draw to a hauld. 

I X And 



* T2>i*5 ballad is ivdl known in that mighbourhoody *wbere it is in- 
thied Adam o'Gofenoisr. tt way be '^ferved, that the famous fret- 
bcoter, ^vbom Edward L f9ti^ v^k^^ band to hand, near Farnham, 
f (.'tfs named Adam Gordon. 
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And quhat a hauld fill we draw to, c 

My mirry men and me ? 
\Vc will gae to the houfe o* the Roddl, 

To fee that fair ladic. 

The lady ftude on hir cattle wa\ 

Behold baith dale and down : ^^ iq 

There fhe w?is ware ^f a hoft of men 

Cam ryding toward9 th6 toun. 

p fee ze nat, my mirry men a* ? 

fee ze nat quhat I fee ? 
Methinks I fee ^ hott of men ; ^5 

1 marveil quha they be. 

SheVireend it had been hir lovely lor49 

As he cam ryding hame ; * • 
Tt was the traitor Edom o' Gordon, . ^ 

Qaha reckt nae fin nor fhatne. ^o 

She had nae fooner bu/kit hirfel. 

And putten on hir goun, 
Till Edom o' Gordon a,nd his mj?n 

Were round about the tonn* 

They had nae fooner fupper fett» « ^c 

Nae fooner faid the grace, 
^ Till Edom o' Gordon and his men. 
Were light about the place* 
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The lady ran up to hir 4»wir^eadt 

Sa faft as (he could drie, 3Q 

To fee if by hir fair fpeeches 

She coold wi' him agree^ 

But qohan he fee this lady fai^ 

And hir yates di locked fa&. 
He fdl into a ;rage of wradi, M 

And his hart was all aghaft. 

(^nm doua to me, xe lady gay. 

Cam doan, cvm donn to me : 
This night fall ye Ijig within mine armes, 

To-monow my bride fall be. 40 

I Winnie com doan> ze fals Gordfta* 

I winnae cam do^a to /chee ; 
I winnae forfake my ain dear lord. 

That is fae far frae me. , 

<jive 9wre zour houfe, ze lady £air, / 4iS 

Give owre zour houfe to me. 
Or I fall brenn yourfel therein, 

Bot and zonr babies three. ^ 

I winaae give ojwre, ze frffe Goijddn, 

To nae fik traitor as zee ; i^ 

And if ze breni> my ain dear babes. 

My lord fall fl^Jce ze drie. 
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But reach my piiloU Glaud, my man, . 

And charge zc well my gun : ' 
For, but if I pierce that bluidy butcher, 5 5 

My babes we been undone. 



<'-. 



^ She Hude upon hir caille wa'. 
And let twa bullets flee : 
*^ She mifl that bluidy butchers hart. 

And only raz'd hisJcnee. • 6# 

Set fire to the houfe, quo' fals Gord6n, 

All wood wi' dule and ire : 
Fals lady, ze fall rue this deid. 

As ze breun in the fire. 

Wae worth, wae worth zc; Jock my man, • 65 

1 paid ze well zour fee ; 
Quhy pow zc out the ground- wa ftane. 

Lets in the reek to me ? 

And cin wae worth zc, Jock my man, 

I paid ze wcil zour hire ; * ' 70 

Qghy pow ze out the ground-wa ftane. 
To me lets in the fire ? 

Ze 



• Tht twffiiregoing/aMxas hafte been affdrently viodernixgd. 
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Ze paid me wcil my hire, lady ; 

Ze paid me well my fee : 
But now Ime Edom o' Gordons man, 7^ 

Maan either doe or die, 

O than befpaik hir little fon. 
Sate on the nourice * knee : 
' Sayes, Mither dcsre, gi owre this honfc, 

For the reck it fmithers me, So 

I wad gie a* my gowd, my childe, 

Sae wad I a* my fee. 
For ane blaft o' the weftlin wind. 

To blaw the reek frae thee. 

O then befpaik hir dochter dear, 85 

She was baith jimp and fma : 
O row me. in a pair o* (heits. 

And tow me owre the wa« 

They rowd hir in a pair o' fheits^ 

And towd hir owre the wa ; 90 

But on the point of Gordons fpear. 

She gat a deadly fa. 

O bonnie bonnie was hir mouth. 

And cherry were hir cheiks. 
And clear clear was hir zellpw hair, 95 

Whereon the reid bluid dreips. 

Thcto 
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Then wi* his fpear he tvrlid Iiir ixwxp, 

O g[in hir face was wan! . 
He fayd, Ze are the firft that eir 

I wiQit alive again. loo 

He tnrnd fair owre and OMrre 9g2itLp 

O gin hir fkin was whyte ! 
I might ha fpared that bonoie £ice 
• To hae been fam mans delyte. 

Boflc and boim, my meiTy laen a% 105 

For ill dooms I doe gae6 ; 
I cannae laik in that bonnie face» 

As it lye^ on the giafi* 

Thame» laiks to fretts, my nuAer detr^ 
Then freits wil foSow thame : tip 

Let it neir be faid hnive Edom o' <^rdon 
Was daunted by a dapie* 

Bat quhen the ladye fee die fii« 

Cum flaming owve hir head. 
She wept and kift her chiMren twain^ 1 1 j 

SaydyBairnsy we been but dead. 

The 



y. 9Sy X02. O gin> Sec, a Scottijh idiom to exfrefs great admiration* 

y. 109, ixo. Thame, &c. f. e* Tbau that look qfter mens pf iS 
iMk,m luck will fvHtm. 



A N D 8 AL L A D «, uj 

Jhe Gordon tlieii his boogUl b!jnv» 

And faid, Awa% awa' ; 
This kottfe o' the Rodes is a' in flame^ 

I hauld it time to ga'. i ^o 

O ^hen belayed hir ^n dear lord^ 

As hee cam owre the lee ; 
He fied his caftle all in bla^Ee 

Sa far 33 h^ could fee. 

■ * f • ■ 

\ 


•■• » 

Tl^eii bit, O fair his mind mlfgaye^ 12; 

And all his hart was wae : 
^at on^ pttt on, my wighty men^ 

So fail as z^ can gae. ^ 

fut on, put on> my wighty men, . 

Sa faft as zt can drie; 130 

For he that is hindmoft of the thrang. 

Sail neir get gnid o' me, 

Tl^n fam they rade, and fum they rin^ 

Fou fail out-owre the hent ; 
Bat eir the foremoft could get up, 135 

Baith lady and babes were brent. 

^c wrang his hands, he rent his hair, 

And wept in teenefv' maid : 
P traitors, for this cruel deid 

^e fall lyeip teifs 0' bluid. 140 

And 
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And after the Gordon he is gane» 

Sa faft as he micht drie ; 
And foon i' the Gordon's foul hartis bluid. 

He's wroken his dear ladie. 



THE END OF THE FIR kST BOOK- 
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SERIES THE FIRST. 
BOOK II. 



BALLADS THAT ILLUSTRATE SHAKESPEARE. 

Our great dramatie fcrt ha.'uing ytcajionally quoted ntlu^ 

»ncieat ballad! , enJ rvex taken i he plot of one, if not mere, 

if Lit flajs ficm among thim, it i:-iu judged pTcpcr te fre- 

ftrvt 
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fer*vi as ntahy of thefi as could be reco^itedf and that tbe^ 
might be the more eqfilyfoundy to exhibit them in one colle3ive 
'viesw. ^his Second Book // therefore fet apart for the 
reception offucb ballads as are quoted ^^Shakesp ear z^or 
contribute in any degree to Uluftrate his ^writings : this being 
the principal point in 'vie-iv, the candid reader <will pardon 
the admijion of fame pieces ^ that ha^ve no other kind of merits 
The defign of this book being of a Dramatic tendency y it 
may net hi improperly introduced 'with a fe^w obfervationt 

ON THE ORIGIN OF THE ENGLISH' St AG E, , flW ON ^ 
THE CONDUCT OF OUTt FIILST pRAMAI^IC POETS :^ <|. 

fubjedy Kvhich though not unfuccefsfully handled by fe*uerat 
good tWriters already *, ^U yet perhaps admit nffefke. 
further illuftra^on* 

On 

THE Orixsin o? the Engx^ish Stags» 

* 

It 19 w^ll knows tha^ dramatic poetry ip tbif an4 
ttoH other nations of Ettrope owes its origin^ or at leaft 
its revival, to thofe religious ihows, which in the dark 
ages were ufually exhibited on the more folemn fefU~ 
vals. At thofe times they were wont to reprefent In 
the churches the lives and mir^cleft of the fain ts, or 
feme of the more important llorie^i of fcriptore. And 
as the moft myflerious fubje£^s wece frequently chofen, 
fuch as the Incarnation » Pafiion, and RefurredUon of 
Chrii^y ^sTr. thefe exhibitions acquired tire general 
name of Mysteries. At iirft they were probably « 
kind of dumb ihews, intermingled, it may be, with » 
few fhort fpeeches ; at length they grew into a regulaf 
feries of connefled dialogues, formally divided inta 
i£ls and icenes. Specimens of thefe in their mofl im* 

proved 

• Bp, IVarhuTtoni Slakefp, vol. 5« p, 338.— Prt/, t9 DpJJUfU 

0/d Piays^-^'^Rkicbonrs Aca, o/Tbeat. o/Murape, ferV. ^c 



ti 
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ftwfti ftate X^ing at beft bat poor artMs compo* 
fitions) may befeen among Dodfley's Old Plays and 
in Ofborne's Harleyan MrscsL. How. they were 
exhibited in their moil fimple form, we may learn 
from an ancient novel (often quoted by our old drama* 
tic poets (a) ) intitled .... a mcrpe Slifl of a man tjiaf 
iMjf ^Hf B l?MBlS0Ta^ {h) ^c. being a tranflation from 
the Dutch language, in which he is named Ulen/piggli. 
Howleglas^ whofe waggilh tricks are the fubjed of diis 
book, after many adventures comes to live with a prieft, 
who makes him his pariih-clark. This prieil is de- 
scribed as keeping a leman or concubine, who had- 
but one eye, to whom Howleglas owed a grudge fof 
revealing his^ rogueries to his mafter. The ilory thus 
proceeds, .*,,** And than in the meane ieafon, 
*^ while Howleglas was paryfh clarke, at Eafter they 
** ihould play the refurredion of our lorde : and for 
^ becaufe than the men wer not learned, nor could 
** not read, the prieft toke his leman, and put her ii| 
^ the grave for an Aungell : and this feing Howleglas, 
toke to hym iij. of the fympleft perfons that were in 
the towne, that played the iij Maries ; an d^ the Per- 
fon [i. e. Parfon or Redor] played Chriile, with a 
baner in his hand. Than iaide Howleglas to the 
fymple perfons; Whan the Aungel alketh you, 
whome yon feke, you may faye. The parfons leAan 
with one iye. Than it fortuned that the tyme was 
come that they mufl playe, and the Aungel aiked 
them whom they fought, and than fayd they, as 
Howleglas had (hewed and lerned them afore, and 
than anfwered they, We feke the prieils leman with 
one iye. And thflfn the priefte might heare that he 
" was mocked. And whan the pneiles leman herd 

•* that, 

(a) Sec Ben Jotifon^s Poetafter, Aft 3. fc. 4. and his Mafque of the 
Fortunate Ifles. Whalley's Edit. Yoi.2. p. 4^ vor. 6. p. 190. 

(b) Howieglafs is faid in the Preface \q have died in M. c c c c, t . 
At the end of the book^ lA M* c c c. z. . 
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*' that, (he arofe out of the gtivt, and would hav« 
*' fmyten with her fill Howleglas upon the cheke, bat 
** (he mifled him and fmote one of the fimple perfbns 
** that played one of the thre Maries ; and he gave 
** her another ; and than toke ihe him by the heare 
[hair] ; and that feing his wyfe, came running haf- 
tely to fmite the priefles leaman ; and than tbe 
prieil feeing this, caHe down hys baner and went to 
helpe his woman, fo that the one J^ave the other 
fore flrokes, and made great noyfe in the churche« 
•• And than Howleglas feyng them lyinge together by 
** the eares in the bodi of the chnrche, went his way 
•• out of the village, and came no more there (c)*'* 

As the old Myfteries frequently required the repre- 
fentation of fome allegorical perfonage, fuch as Death, 
Sin, Charity, Faith, and the like, b)^ degrees the rude 
poets of thofe unlettered^ ages began to form compleae 
dramatic pieces confifbng intirely of fuch perfottifica-* 
tipns. Thefe they intitled Mokal Plays, or Mo<* 
RA LIT IBS. The Myileries were very inartificial, re-»' 
prefenting the fcripture ilories fimply according to the 
letter. But the Moralities are not devoid of invention; 
they exhibit outlines of the dralkiatic art : they con-> 
tain fomethihg of a fable or plot, and even attempt to 
delineate chara£ters and manners. J have now before 
me two that, were printed early in the reign of Henry 
VIII ; in which I think one may plainly difcover the 
feeds of Tragedy and Comedy ; for which reafon I ihall 
give a (hort analyfis of them both. 

One of them is intitled C^tjg KHan (J)» The fub- 
jedi of this piece is the fummoning of man out of the 
world by death ; and its moral, that nothing will then 
avail him but awell-fpent life and the comforts of re- 
ligion. This fubjedt and moral are opened in a mo- 
1 nologue 

(c; C Smpxjsnttt^ • • • B? m^liltpam CopTan^: ^.ithout aate^ 

in 4to. bl. let. a:nong Mr. Garr^ck's Old Plays, K. vol. to. 

(dj See a farther account of this pby in Vol. II* Book II. pa^c 1 1 2 • 
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Bologue ipoken by the Messenger (for that was the 
name fi;enerall)r given by our anceilors to the prologae 
on their rujde flage :) then God {e) is re^efented ; who, 
after fome general complaints on the degeneracy o( 
mankind, calls for Detb, and orders him to bring 
before his tribunal £very-man, for fo is called the 
perfonage who reprefents the human race. Every- 
MAK appears, and receives the fummons with all the 
marks of confufion and terror. When death is with- 
drawn» £very-man applies for relief in this diftrefs to 
l^sLLOwsHiPy Kindred, Goods, or Riches, but they 
facceffively renounce and forfake him. In this difcon- 
folate ftate he betakes himfelf to Good-dedes, who, 
after upbraiding him with his long negled of her (/), 
introduces him to her filler Knowledge,, and Ihe leads 
him to the ** holy man Confession," who appoints 
him penance : this he inflidls upon himfelf on the ftage, 
and uien withdraws to receive the facraments of the 
jprieft On his return he begins to wax faint, and 
after Strei^gth, Beauty, Discretion, and Fivi 
Wits {g) have all taken their final Ipave of him^ gra*- 
daall^ expires on the H^ge ; Good-dedes flill accom* 
panylhg nim to the laft; Then an Aung ell defcends 
to fing his requiem : and the epilogue is fpoken by a 
perfon, called Doctour, who recapitulates the whole» < 
and delivers the moral, . 

** €. This memoriall men may have in mynde, 
^* Ye herers, take it of worth old and yonge, 
*• And forfake pryde, for he difceyveth you in thende, 
*• And remembre Beautd, Five Witts, Strength and 
«• They all at laffc do Every-man forfake ; [Difcrecion, 
*' Save his OoodDedes there dothe he tdce : 

Vol. I. K " Bat 

(«) The fecond peiiba of the Trinity feems to be meaat« 

(/) Tliofc above-meixtiooed »re male chambers. 

(jf) i. e. the Fivt Senfes. Thcfe aife fr«itjutfntly cihiHted at five 
^ftin^ pcrfonage^ dpon the Spanllh ftagt ; (fee Riccoboai, p. ^*) but 
tur monlift bat reprefeiited th«m all by one chancer* 
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*' Bat beware, for and they be fmall, 

'^ Be^re God he hath no heipe at all/' &c. 

From this flion analyfis it may be obferved, tliaC 
^tetp jn^n is a grave folemn piece, not without fome 
rude attempts to excite terror and pity, and therefore 
may not improperly be referred to the clafs of tragedy^ 
It is remarkable that in this old fimple drama the fable 
is condufted upon the ftrifteft model of the Greek tra- 
gedy. The a^ion is fimply one, the time of a6lion is 
that of the jerformance, the fcene is never changed, 
jiot the ftage ever empty. Every-man-, the hero of 
the piece, atter his firft appearance never withdraws, 
except when he goes out to receive the facraments, 
which could not well be exhibited in public; and 
during his abfence Knowledge defcants on the excel- 
lence and power of the priellhood, fomewhat after the 
manner of the Greek chorus. And indeed, except iil 
the circumflance of Every-man's expiring on the ftage, 
the Sampfon Agoniff es of Milton is hardly formed 0]| 
a feverer plan. 

The other play is intitleid f^kfi^&tttnit {i), and 
bears no diftant refemblance to comedy : its chief aim 
feems to Be to exhibit characters and manners, its plot 
being much lefs regular than the foregoing. The pro- 
logue is fpoken by Pity reprefented under the cha- 
racter of an"aged pilgrim, he is joined by Contempla- 
cyon and Perseverance, two holy men, who, after 
lan^enting the degeneracy of the age, declare their 
refolution of ftemming the torrent. Pity then is left 
ttpdn the ftage, and prefently found by Frewyll, re- 
prefenting a lewd debauchee, who, with his diiflblute 
companion Imaginacion, relate their manner of life, 
j^nd. not without humour defcribe the (lews and other 
places of bafe refort They are prefently joined by 

. Hick- 

fbj tfrnyr^ntsft tjt me Q^^nlsn H UE^ortvS; b» 4ates in 4t*^ 

hU Let. 
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HiCK-scoRNER. who IS drawa as a libertine retarned 
from travel, and agreeably to his name fcofFs iit rell* 
gion, Thefe three are defcribed as exttcftiely vicious, 
who glory in evert ad of Wickednefs : at length two oif 
them qClatrel, and Pit y endeavours to paf t thefr^y; 
on this they fall upon hitn, piut hiin in the fiocks, and 
there leave hitn. Pity then defcarits ifi a kind of lyric 
iheafure on the profligacy of the age, and in this iitu^- 
tion is found by Perfeverance and Contemplacion, Who 
iet him ait liberty; and advifb him to go in fearch of 
the delinquents. As foon as he is gone; FreWill ap- 
pears again ; and, after relating in a very comic mah« 
her fome of his lt)gueries and efcapes from^juftice, is 
rebuked by the two holy men, who, after a long alter^ 
cation, at length cOnVert him and his libertine com- 
panion Imaginacion from their vicious courfe of life : 
and then the play ends with a few verfes from PerfeVe- 
rance by way of epilogue. This and every Morality I 
have feen conclflde with a folemn prayer. They are 
all of them in rhyme ; in a kind of loofe ftanza, inter- 
mixed with diilichs. 

It would be rieedlefs to point out the abfurditics in 
the plan and condudt of the foregoing play : they are 
evidently great. It is fafficient to obferve, that, bat- 
ing the moral and religious refledlion of Pity, t^r. the 
piece is of a comic cad, and contains a hamorous 
difplay of fome of the vices of the age. Indeed the 
author has generally been fo little attentive to the al-^ 
Icgory, that we need only fubftitute other names to his 
perfonages; and we have real charadefs and living 
manners. 

* We fee then that the writers of thefe Moralities were 
upon the very threfhbld of real Tragedy.and Comedy ; 
and therefore we are not to wonder that Tragedies and 
Comedies in form foon ' after took place, eipecially as 
flie revival of learning about this time brought them 
acquainted With the Roman and Grecian models. 

K 2 U, Ai; 
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If. At what period of time the My(leribsandMoralftic» 
hud their rife, it is difficult to difcover* Holy plays re>: 
prefenting the miracles and fufTerings of the faints ap^ 
pear to have been no novelty ip, the reign of Henry IL 
and a lighter fort of interludes were not then un*- 
Known (0. In Chaucer's Time " Plays of Miracles** 
in lent were the common refort oFidle goffips (k). To- 
wards the latter end of Henry the Vllth's reign Mo- 
ralities were fo comipoii, that John Raftel, brother-in- 
law to Sir Thomas More, conceived a deiign of mak- 
ing them the vehicle of fciehce and natural philofophy. 
With this view he publiflied « C* X neto tnterfu&e ant> ^ 
mcr^ f^f tibe nature of ttre iiil element^ Derlansnge man?' 
(roller points of jpfi^lofojpli'P natmralY^ anti of t^tx$ fttaunujt 
itent^, (/) &c. It is obfervable that the poet fpeaks of 
the difcovery of America as then recent ; 



" Within this xx yere 



*• Weftwardc be founde new landes 

** That wc never harde tell of before this,*' &c^ . 

The Weft Indies were difcovered by Columbus iW 
149 V which fixes the writing of this play to about 
1 5 10. The play of l^tcftf itoniei: was prdbably fome- 

whac 

(i) See Fltz-ftephens's defcription of London, preftfrved by Stow, 
l,endonia pro Jpt^iaculit tbeatr^dibusy pro ludis feenicis, ludoi babet 
fan ff tores f reprefenta^hnes miracuierum, eff. He is thought to have 
written in tneRr of Hen. II. and to have died in. that of Rich. J. 
It is tree at the end of his book we find' mentioned Henrtcum recent 
tertlum ; but as it comes in between the names of the Emprefs M^iud 
aind Thomas Becket, it is probably a miiblk&of fome tranfcriber fo« 
Htnricum regem ij, as it might be written in MS. From a paffage in 
his Chap. De Religione, it feould feetn that the body of St. Thomas 
Becket was juft then a new acquifition to the church of Canterbury. , 
. fkj See Prologue to Wife of Bath's Tale, v. 338. Utry*s edit. 

(I J Mr. Garrick hat an imperfeA copy, (Old Plays^ i. vol. 3.) Tha 

Dramatis Perfonae are, " C. The Meflengere [or Prologue] Nature 

'* naturate. Humanyte. StudyousDefire. Sehfuall Appetyte. The 

. ^ Tavcrntr. Expery«ncc. Ygnornjncc. (AUb yf ye lyftc ye may 

** bryngg. 



AN I> B A L LAD S. / 131 

•^hat ^ox^ ap<;i€nt, as {le fUll pore iropcrfcSly AUudca 
to the American diicoveries, under the name of ** die 
Newe founde Dbnde,'' fign. A. vij. 

It appears fropi the play of The Four Elements, that 
Interludes were then very common : The profeffion of 
-Placer \vas no lefs common ; for in an old fatire in- 
•titled <roc1ilItj?eflt^55ate («) the author oaamerates all 
the moll common tracjes or callings, as ** Carpenters.^ 
•Coopers, joyners, &c. arid among others. Players, 
t*bo* it m^ft be acknpwl(?dged he has placed them in nf» 
tvery reputable cdnipany. 

" Players, purfe-cutters, money-lfatter^rSf 

** Golde-w.alhers, tomblers, jogelers, 

" Pardoners, Sec.'' ' S\gn. B.vJ. 

It h obfervabje that in tjie pld Moralities of Hick 
!ScQrner, Every-man, &c. there is no kind of ftage di- 
j-e£tion for tbc exips and entrances of 'the perfonage&» 
•^jp diviiion of adls and fcenes. But in fjie mor?.T in,- 
t^jide of ftuftp '^uti^p^ («), wjitten under Edv^,.Vl^ 
tbc exits and entrances' begin to be noted in tl^e maiv 
gxi («>): at length in Q^ plizabe.thV f eiga .]i^6raiitie| 

^3 > . * appeared 






-"<* brynge In a dyjferfyngc.)'* Afterwards follows a table of the mat- 
ters handled in the interlude. Among which arc " C. Of ccr- 
•*♦ teyn conclufions prouvyngcthc ycrthc muft nedes be'rounde,- and 
i* that it hengyth in ihc myddes of the 'Cyrmament, and that yt^ls 
f* in circumference above xjci M. mylc.'*— — *' C. Of certeync 
" |toints of cofmographyc— aild of dyvcrs ftraunge regyons,— and of 
^' the new founde landys and the mancr of the people.'* This ^«rt 
n <xtrese)7 curious, asitihovs What notions were entertained of thi^ 
new AraeriamdiirOVecies by bjur^own countrymen. • ■ 

/^^ Pr. at the Sun inf lent-ilr. by W. <ie Wordf^ jblo date. bl. U 4tQ. 

(^itj Defcribed in voKi. p« 112, The Dramatis Perfons of thi^ 
^Hxc arc, '^C* Mc£%Pgcr. Luftgr Juventus. G<K>d GounTaiiU* Knoyi^ 
leugc. Sathan thedevyll. Hypociific. Fellowfliip. Ahominable.- 
Jyving [an Harlot.] GodVmerciful-promifes.** - ■». 

{oj I have alio difcoTcrtf^ fome few Esctats zn^IntrtUs iii the vesy 
«ld Interline of thplF^ur €{emetlt|^ ' 
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appeared formally divided into a6ts and fcenes» with ^ 
regular prologue^ &c. 'One of th^fe is reprinted "b;^ 
Dodflev. 

In the time pf Hen. VIII. one or two dramatic 
pieces had been publiihed under the clafllcal names of 
Comedy and Tragedy (/), but they appear not to have 
been iiltendecj! for popular ufe : it was hot till the re- 
Hgioufi ferments had iubflded that the public had lei- 
fure to attend to dramatic poetry. In the reign of Eliz. 
Tragedies and Comedies began to appear in form, 
and could the poet« have perfevered, (he iirft models 
were good, ^oribotiufy a regular tragedy, was aded in 
1561 (^); arid Gafcolgne, in 1566, exhibiteid Slotaffa, 
a tranfl^tion from Eunpides, s^ alfo (^j^e ^vpuff^f ^ 
regular comedy, from Arioflo : near thihy years before 
apy of Shakefpeare's were printed. 
^ The people however ftill retained a relifli for thei^ 
old Myftenes and Moralities (r), and the popular dra- 
matic poets fee m to have made them their' models. 
The graver fort ot Moralities appe"^ to have given 
. birth 'to oxjli roodern Tragedy ; as bur Comedy evi- 
dently took its rife from the lighter interludes of that 
Jcind. And as moft of thefe pieces cbnt'ain an, abfurd 
feixturtt' of religion and bniFoonery, an eminent critic 
(j) has well deduced from thence the origin of our un- 
^ natural 

(pj Bp. Bale had applied the name of Tragedy to his Myftcry of 
4^&t^^ }fittm\U^, iu 153^* In I (;4o John Palfgrave, B. D. had Td- 
pubhihcd a Latin comedy^ called 3l(0iajlU|^^ Vrith an Engliih yerfion*. 
Holingihed tells us, (vol. 3. p. 250.) that fo early as 1520,' the king 
had **" a goodlie comcdic of Plautus plaied" before him at -Grefcn- 
vnch. ; butt his was in Latin, as Mr. Farmek informs us In hillate 
curious " Eilay on the Learning of Shakcfpeare." 8vo. p. 31. 

• '(fj See Ames, p. 316. This play appears 10 have.bfccn firft^ 

printed under the name of <3oi]^oDuCj then under that of ^ttxt^ 

-tmt^ tPotteP; in 1569} ane aglin, under ^0;]bot(U(> 1590. * 

Ames calls 'the ^rft edit. Quarto j Langbaine, "Ottavo j * and fanner, 

22mo. 

V fr) The general reception the old Moralities had upon the f{;ife, 

-will account for the fon^nefs of '3^1 Our'^fft p^ts for allegory, SuB> 

je£ts of this kind were familiar to every body. 

Y5J Bp.Warburt. Shakefp. vol. 5. , 
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natural Tragi-comedies. Even after the people had 
Vecj) accuftomed to Tragedies and Comedies, Moralj* 
ties ftill kept their ground : one of them intitled (ffde 
jQUW tfuftom (0 was printed fo late as 1573 : at lengch 
they aiTumed the name of Masques (uJ^ and with 
fpme claffical improvements, became in the two fol- 
lowing reigns the fkvourite entertainments of the cotfrt. 
As for the old Myfteries, which ceafed to be afoed 
after the Reformation, they feem to iiave given rife to 
a third fpecies'of ftage exhibition, which, though now 
confounded with Tragedy or Comedy, were by our 
Srit dramatic y/riter^ con^dered as quite ditlindt from 
them both : thefe were Hiilorical Plays, or Histories, 
a fpecies of dramatic writing, which refembled the 
ol(J Myfterles in reprefenting a feries of hiftorical events 
iimply in the order of time in which they happened, 
vtrithout any regard to the three great uaities. Thefe 
pieces feegi to differ from Tragedy, juft as much as 
(liHorkal poems do froi^i Epic : as the Pharfalia does 
from the ^neid. What might contribute to make 
dramatic poetry take this turn' was this; foon after the 
Myfteries ceafed to be exhibited, there was publiihed a 
large collection of poetical narratives, called (Cbt !S9t\t^ 
rcur for JBa jijlratr^ (ivj^ wherein a great number of 
the moil emment charadlers in Engliih hiftory are drawn 
relating their own misfortunes. This book was popu- 
lar and of a dramatic caft, and therefore, as an elegant 
writer Cx) has well obfcrve4, might have its influence 
in producing tjiftoric Plays. Thefe narratives proba- 
bly fi^rnifhed the fubj)s<^s, and the ancient Myfleries 
fl;ggeiled the pl^n. 
^ K 4 That 

(t) Reprinted among Dodfley's Old Plays, vol. i. 

(u) In'fome of thcfc appear^ charafters full as extraorJinnrv as n 
«ny of the old Moralities. In Ben Jonfon's Mafque of ^Tljriftmf |J 
16 1 6, one of the perfonages is M • n c e d Py k . 

(iu) Ths firrt pnrt of which was printed in 1559. 

fx) Catal. of P^cyil and Noble authors, vol. i, p. i^ ', 7. 
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That our old writers confidered HiftQr|csd Plays as 
foinewhat diftio^t from Tragedy and Comedy, appears 
from Qomberlefs paflages of their worki. '^ o/late 
" days, fays Stow, inftead of thofe ftage-'playes (y) 
*^ have been ufed Comedies, Tragedies, Bnterlades, 
** and Histories 1)0111 true and mined.'* - Survey of 
JLondo^ (%), — Beaumont aud Fletcher, in the prolc^ae 
to iQie Captain, fay, 

" This is nor Comedy, nor Tragedy, 
r •* Nor History. "—— 

Polonius in l^amlit commends the aSors, as the beft 
in the world ** either for Tragedie, Comedie, His- 
** TO RIB, Paftorall,'* &c. And Shakefpeare^s friends^ 
Heminge and Condell, in the firil folio edit, of hi$ 
plays, in 1623, have not only intitled their book 
** Mr. William Shakefpeare's Comedies, Histories, 
'• and Tragedies :" but in their Tabl? of Contents 
lure arranged them, under thofe three feveral heads ; 
placing in the clafs of Histories, ** K. John, RicH-r 
ard n. Henly IV. 2 pts. Henry V. Henry Vj. 3 pts, 
Ridiard lU. and Henry Vyi." 

This diftin&ion deferves the attention of t^e critics : 
for if it be the £rft canon of found criticifhi to exa« 
mine any ivork by thofe rules the author prefcribed for 
his observance, then we ought not to try Shakefpeare^s 
Histories by the general laws of Tragedy or Cow 
mtdy, Whether the rule itfelf he vicious or not, is an«- 
cther inquiry : but certainly we ought to examine a 
work only by thofe principles according to which if, 
waa'compofed. This would fave a. deal of impertineiit 
icriticifnu 

III. We h^ave now brought the inquiry as low as wa| in* 
tended, but cannot quit it, without entering into a 

fliort 

,fy) The Creation of the World, adted at Skinncrs-wcil, in Z409> 
'(») Sice Mr. Warton*s Obiervations, vol, 2. p. 109. 
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ihort4efcription of what one may call the OBConomjr of 
the aBeknt Engliih &sigt. 

Such was the ibndii<K& of our forefathers fcr drania* 
tic entorta^nments, that not fewer than HiisirsEtt 
Flayhoufes had hetA opened beibre ^e year 1633, 
vrken Prynne pablilhed his Hiftriomaftiz {a). Prom 
this writer it ihould feem that *-* tobacco, wine, and 
^* beer (^)" were ia thofe days the iifual accominoda* 
fioDs in the theatre as now at Sadlers Wells« 

With regard to the pUyers themfelvfiSy the feveral 
companies were retainers, or fnenial fervantt to parti-* 
cular noblemen (c)» who proteded them in the exercife 

• of 

> 
I 

{a) He«fpeaks in p«,492. of the play*houfes in BiftopfgntdheM^ 
aiA on Ludgate-hill, which are not among thesfVENTczN enumer** 
ated inthe Preface to Dodiley's Old Plays. 

(b) So, I think, we may infer from the following paiTage^ ^if* 
** jHow many are tliere, who according to their feveral qualities^ 
*' ipend 2d. 3d. 4d. 6d. izd. 18 d. 2s. and fometimes 43! or 58» 
f* at a play-houfe, day by day, if coach-hire, hoat'hire, tobacco, 
*^ wine, beere, and fuch like vdine expences, which playes doe tifu- 
** ally occa£on, be caft into the reclconing ?'* Prynne*8 HiAnoou 

But t|iat Tobacco was fmoked in the play-houfes, appears froin 
Tayior the Water-poet, in his Proclamation for Tobacco's Propaga- 
jdon. ** Let Play-houses, drinking-fchools, taverns, &c. be con- 
** tinually haunted with the c6ntaminous vapoors of it \ nzy (if it 
" be .po&blej bring it into the Chukcbes, and there choak up 
** tlieir preachers." (Works, p. 253.) And this was really the c;ale 
at Cambridge: James I. fent a letter in 1607, againft ''taking To^ 
" bacco" in St. Mary's. So I learn from my friend Mr. Farmxk* 

A gent, ^as informed me, that once going into a church in Hol- 
land, he faw the male pact of the audience fitting with their hats on, 
fmoking tobacco, wixile the preacher was holding forth in his Morn- 
ing-gown. 

(cj See the Pref. to Dodfley's Old Plays. ^Thc author of an 

old Inveflive againfl the Stage, called A third BlaH of Retrait from 
Plaies, &c. 1580. i2roo. fays, ''Alas! that private afFe£lion fliould 
** fo raigne in the nobilitie, that to pleafure their fervants, and to 
^^ upbolde them in their vanitye, they ihould reftraine the nugiftrattit 
'* from executing their office ! . . . They [the nobility] are thought to 
f' be Qov^us by permitting their, fervaats • • . to Uve at the devotion 



** or 
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pf their profeflion : and many of them were occafion* 
9^y BxolicTs, that travelled from one gentl<5man*s hoofc 
to another. Yet fo much were they encouraged* that, 
notwkhftanding their multitude* fome of them acquir* 
ed large fortunes. Edward Allen, mafter of the play* 
loufe called the Globe, who founded Dulwlch college, 
16 a known infbmce* And an old writer fpeaks of th« 
very inferior a€kors, whom he calls the Hirelings, as 
£ving in a degree of Q>lendor, which was thought enor* 
mans in that frugal age(^0* 

At' the fame time the ancient prices of admilCoi^ 
were often very low. Some hbufes had penny-benches. 
(e) The " two-penriy gallery" is mentioned in the pro-?- 
}og^fi to 9faumont and Fletcher's Woman-Hater. 

And 

I 

^f or almei of other mtn, paiBng from cpvntiie to coiintrie, from cap 
** gentleman's Jhoufe to another, offering their fervice, which is a 
** kind of beggerie. Who indeede, to fpeake' more trulie^ are ber 
'^ come beggers for their fervants* For comonlie the good-wi| 
** men beare to their Lordes makes jthem draw the (hinges of their 
** porfes to extend their liberaiitie/* Vid. pag. 75, 76, &c, 

(4) Stephen GoiTon in his Schoole of Abufe, 1579. i2mo. fo. 23. 
/ays thus of what he terms in his margin Players-men : '' Over 
** laihing ip apparel is fo common a faulty that the very hyerlings 
f of ibme of our Players, which ftand at revirfion of vi, s. by the 
f* week, jet under gentlemens nofes in Cutis of filke, exercifing them*- 
f* felves to prating on the ftage, and common fcoffing when they 
^ come abrode, where they look aikance pver the fhoulder at everv 
** man, of whom the Sunday before theyhegged an almes. I fpeakp 
f* not this, as though everye one that profcflcth the qualitie fo abufed 
f* himfelfe, for it is well knowen, that fome of theni are fober, 
f difcreete, properly learned, honeft houHiolders and citizens, well* 
f thought on an)ong their neighbours at home,** [he feems to meaa 
Enw.^A>Li-EN abovementipnedj ** though the prydex>f their iha- 
." dowes (I meane thofe hangbyes, whom they fuccour with ftipend) 
*' caufe them to be fomewh^t il-talked of abroad.^' 

(e) So a MS. of Oldys, from Tom Nafli, sin old pamphlet-writer. 
Wind this is confirmed by Tiylor the Watef-ppet, in his Praife of 
)5cggcric. (p. 99.) 

" Yet have I (e.tn a begger with his many, [fc» .vermin] 
5f Come at a PJay-houfe, all in for one penny/- 
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Apd feats of three-pence and a groat feem to be ip. 
tended in the paflaec, of Prynnc above referred to- 
Vet difFcfeht houfes varied in their prices :! That play- 
fioufe called the Hope had five fever^ priced feats 
^-oin fix-pence to lialf-a-crown (/). But th« general 

Erice of what is notv called the Pit, feems to have 
een a (hilling (r). 
The day originally fct apart for theatrical exhibit 
tion appears to have been Sunday ; probably becaafe 
the firA dramatic pieces were of a religious tail. Dur- 
ihg a great part of Queen Elizabeth's reign the play« 
houfes were only licenfed to be opened on that day (h) : 
But before the end of her reigir, or foon after, this a-r 
bufe was probably removed. ' * 

f he 

(fj Induft. to Ben. Joiifon's Bartholomew- Aiir. 

(g) Shakefp. Bfol. to Hen, ▼iij.— Beaum. and Fletcb. ProL to 
t)ie Captain, and to the Mad-lorer. The Pit probably had its name 
from one of the Play-hpufes having been a Cock-pit. 

(bj So Ste. Qoflfon, in hisSchooleof^bufe, 1579, jzmo. fpeak- 
ing of the Players, fays, '^ Thefe, becaufe they are allowed to plav 
*i every Stu^day, make iiii. or v. Sundayes at lead every week." fol. 
^4«— -So the author of A Second and Thifd BUft of Retrait froin 
Piaies, p. ¥f 89* izmo. ** Let the magistrate but repel them froin 
*' thelibeXpe of plaieng on the Sabboth-daie. .... r To plaieon 
** the Sabbdth is but a priviledge of (iifFerance, and might yvith eafe 
** be repelled, were it thoroughly followed.'* pag. 61, 62. So again^ 
** Is not the Sabboth of al other dales the mpft abufed ? • . . Wherc- 
'* fore abufe not fo the Sabboth-daie, my brethren } leave not the 

*' temple of the Lord." " Thofe unfaveiie morfels of un- 

** feemelie fentences paiTing out of the mouth of a rufienlie plaier, 
t* doth more content the hungrie humors of the rude multitude, and 
** carrieth better rellifli in their mouthes, than the bread of the 
** worde, &c." Vid. pag. 63. 65. 69. &c. I do not recoUeft that 
exclamations of this kind occur in Prynne, whence I conclude that 
this enormity no longer fubfifted in his time. 
' It ihpuld alfo feem; from the autiior of the Thi^d BJaft above, 
^uotec), that the Churches ilill continued to be ufcd occafionally toi. 
theatres. Thus -in p. 77. he fays, t^at the Players^ (who, as hat 
been obfervcd, were fervants of the nobility) " under the title o£ 
** their maiiters, or as reteiners, are privilcdged to roave abroad^ 
" and permitted to publifh th?ir mametree in everie temple of God, 
'* and that throughout England, unto the horrible contempt of 
f*|»raici." * ". ' ' 



Th$ ufual tisne qf afiing was eady iq th^ aftj;mpm 
(i)» play* ^ing generally performed by clayr%lt iJ^. 
All Temal^ parts were performed by men, no Englifl^. 
9&rd& being over fef n en the public ^age (/) before the 
^vil wars. And as for tbe playbouie t^mitlu:e a^id qr- 
naments^ tho' fome boafes were probably mpre deco- 
rated than others, yet in general ** they had no other 
fcenes nor decorations of the fiage, but only old 
tapeftry^ and the ftage ftrewed with rolhes, ^th . 
' habits accordingly ][m) :" as we 9rc aHured in a ihort 
difcourfe on the Engliih ilage, fubjoifi^d to Flecknbe'^ 
Love's J^i^ppoMf 1674. i^^^o. 






4< 



SOMl: ADDITIONS TO THX TOU^GOlVp S6SAT W4LL BjE 
XOUNB AT THK ZNO Of THIS TOLUJCZ. 



(i) *^ He entettaines us (fa^s Orerbuiy in ha cbart^er of am 
A£h>r) ** in the beft leafure of our life, that it, betweeae meale*}* 
** the moft unfit time either for ftudy, or hodtly exercire.'*-^BTeA 
ib late as in the nign of Cha. II. Plays generally began at 3 in the 
afternoon. (k) See Bicgr. Brit*' I. Z17. n. D. 

(I) I fay *' no Enci^isn Aftrefs— on the Public Stage^** be-' 
caufe Prynne fpeaks of it as an unufual 'eBormity^ that ^ jhey had- 
^ French- women a^ors in a play not^ongfince perfonafied ia Kack- 
*' frian Playhonfe.*' This was in 1629. vid. p. %x$. And ikkt^ft- 
anale parts were performed: by men pr boyt on the pd^lic ftaee^ yet in 
Mafques at Couit« the Queen and her ladies made no fcmple to per- 
form the principal parts, efpecially in the reigns of Jam. I. and Cha. !• 
Sir William Davenant, after the reftoration introduced women^ 
Scenery, and higher prices. See Gibber's Apology for his own lait* 

{mj It appears from an Epigram of Taylor the Water-poet, that 
<one of the principal theatres in his time, vis. The Globe on the 
Sankfide, Southwark, (which Ben Jonlbn calls the Glory of the 
Bank, and Foij; of the whole Partih), had been covered wtm thatch 
dll it was burnt down in 1613. — (See Taylor'« Sculler. Epig. as. p. 
51. Jonfoo*$ Execration on Vulcan.) 

Puttenham tells us they ufed Vieards in hie time, " partly to 
^ fupply the want of players, when there were more parts than there 
** were perfons, or that it was Jiot thoueht meet to trouble . . . ^ 
** princes chambers with too many folfces.** [Art of Eng. Poef. 
9589. p. 26.] From thelaft claufe, it ihould Teem that they were 
chietiy ufed in the Masqjije^ at Court, 
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I- 

ADAM BELL, CLYM OF THE CLOUGH, 
AUt> WILLIAM OF CLOUDISLY, 

^^ V^ire three noted outlmus^ ^bofijkill in arcbeiy rem* 
^^eredth^m formerly as 'famous in the Nmb of England^ as 
^RoHii tiobin and his fellows ivere in the midland counties* 
Their flace of rtfldence *was in the foreft of Ensle^oody, 
net far from C or lijle f f called corruftlj in the hauad Eng- 
lifh-nHondy ^whereas EngUy ^ Ingle^^wood fignifies Wood for 
firing.) At tuhat time they li*ved does not appear*. The 
auth^ of the common ballad on " Thb PsoiGREZy Bpir- 

^' CATION, ANB MARRIAQEy OF ROBIN HoOD»" 

ma^es them contemporary nsiith Rbbin Hood^s father^ in ot" 
der to give him the b^iour of beating them : *vix*. 

^the father of Robin a Forefter nvas^ 

And he pot ik a %fty long-bow 
fnnfo ndrib'country miles a^d an inch dt ajhoty 

As the Pindar of Wdkefeld does know : 

for he brought Adam Bell, and Clins of the Clougi, 

And William a Clowdejlee 
Tojhtot *0^ith our Forefter for forty mark ; 

And Our Fdrefler beat them all three. 

Colka* of Old Ballads* 17*7. \'WiLp*Sj* 

3%isfeems to prove that they nuere commonly thought fo have 
Bved before the popular Hero ofSherwQod* 
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Ottr mrthirn drebers were mi knkaown to tbiif foutberi 
UmUrymiHf their ixcelUnce at the long-how is often aUuiied 
to iy tur ancient poets. Shake/peare^ in his comedy of 
** Much adoe about nothing^* AS i. makes Benedicke coa^ 
firm bis rejblvis of not yielding to love, hy this proteftation^ 
'' Iflebt bang me in a bottle like a cat *, and fioot at me 9 
^* and he that bits me, let him be clapt on tbefi>oulder and 
** called Adam i** meaning Adam Bell, as Theobald 
rightly obferves, who refers to one or two other paffages in 
hnr old poets wherein be is mentioned. The Oxford editor 
has alfo well conjeQurtd that ** Abraham Cupids* in Ro^ 
meo and Juliet, A. 2. / x. Jhould be " Adam Cupid,** 
in albifion to our archer. Ben Johnfon' has mentioned 
Clym o* the Clouch in his Alcbemift, Aa i. fc. 2; 
And Sir JVilliam Davenant, in a mock poem of his, called 
•* The long 'vacation in hondon^^ defcribes the Attorneys 
and ProSors, as making matches to meet in Finjbmy fields* 
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With loynes in cannfas bow-cafe tyde ; 
Where arrowes ftick with mickle pride ; • . • • 
Like ghofts of Adam Bell and Clymme. 
" Sol fets for fear thefljkoot at him:* 

Works, p. 291. foil. i673« 

/ harve only to add further concerning the principal Hero 
%fthis Ballad, that the Bells nuere noted rogues in the 
North fo late as the time of^ Elizabeth., See in Bymer^s 
Feedera, a Utter from lord William Howard tofome of the - 
officers of ft ate, ^wherein he mentions them. 

As for the follo^wing ftanzas, they ivill be judged from 
the ftyle, orthography, and numbers, to be 'very ancient : 
they are gi-ven from an old black-letter quarto, SImpnittetl 
stUontioti in tlotbbtHrpe i^ IS^sYli^am CdjptanO C^o date) : 

cor'reSed 

• Bottles formerly ^vere of leather ; though perhaps s wooden Bottle 

.might he here meant. It is Jilll a dvoerfion in Scotland to hang up a cat 

J# afmall caflt or firkin, half filled with foot t and then a parcel ofclvtoni 

M borfeback try to beat out the ends of it, in order tofievf their dexterity 

im Reaping before the contents fall upont hem* 
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* 

iorrtBei in fome places by another copy in the editor^ s folio 
MS, In that volume this ballad is followed by another^ 
intitled YouNOE Cloudbsleb, being , a continuation «/* 
the prefent ftory^ and reciting thjt adventures of William of 
Cloude/ly*s fon : but greatly inferior to this both in merit 
Wtd antiquity • 



Part i-he First. 

iyfERY it was in grene farcft 
Amonge the leves grene^ 
Wheals Aten hunt eaft and weft 
Wyth bowes and arrowes kene ; 

To ryfe the dere out of thcyr denne ^ g 

Suche fightes hath ofte bene fene ; 
As by th're yemen of the north coantrey. 

By them it is I meane. 

The one of them hight Adam Bel^ 

The other Clym of the Clough, 10 

The thyrd was William of Cloudefly, 

An archer good ynoogh. 

They were outlawed for venyfon, 

Thefe yemen everychone ; 
They fwore them brethren upon ^ day, 1 5 

To Englyihe wood for to gone* 

9 Now 
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Kow lith and lyften, gtniylmen, 

Untof myrthe l^ttA td kcfe 3 
iVo 6F them were fingete mbii> 

The third kad a wtddfcd fete. 20 

Wyllyam was the wedded man, 

Mache more tkaft was hjs care : 
He fayde to hys brethren upon a day^ 

To Carleil he wold £u:e ; 

For to fpeke with Fayre Alyce his wife# 25 

And with hys chyldrea thre. 
By my trouth, fayde Adam fiel. 

Not by the coanieli of me : 

For if ye go to Carleil, brother. 

And from thys wylde wode wehde, 30 

If the jaftice may yon take, 

Yoar lyfe were at an ende. 

If that I come not to-morowe, brother. 

By pryme to you agayne, 
Trnfte not els, but that I am take, 35. 

Or elfe that I am ilayne. 

r 

He toke hys leave of hys brethren tw<^ 

And to Carleil he is gon : 
There he knocked at his owne winddwe 

Shortlye and anone. 



Wher 



Fir. 94* C«cM, in PC. f>afitih 
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Wher be you, f^yre Alycc my wyfc. 

And my chyldren thre ? 
Lyghtly lei in thync ownc huftande, 

Wyllyam of Clot^defle. 

• Alas 1 then fayde fayre Alyce, 45 

And fyghed wonderoas fore, 
Thys place hath ben befette for yos 
Thys halfe yere and more. 

Now am I here, fayde Cloadefle» 

I wold that in I were : ?• 

Now fetche as meate and drynke ynoughe> 

And let as make good chere. 

She fetched hym meate and drynke plentyey 

Lyke a true wedded wyfe ; 
And pleafed hym with that ihe had* 9 (i 

Whome ihe loved as her lyfe. 

There lay an old wyfc in that place, 

A lytic befyde the fyre, 
Whych Wyllyam had found of chary tye 

More than feven yere. 60 

Up Ihe rofe, and forth (he goes, 

Evcl mote ihe fpede therefoore ; 
For ihe had not fet no fote on ground 

In fevcn vere before. 

Vol. I. h She 
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She went onto the jnftice hall, 6^ 

« As faft as flie could hye : 

Thys night is come nnto thys towa 
Wyllyam of CloadeiIye« 

Thereof the j«ftice was foil fayne. 

And fo was the fhirife alfo : j^ 

Thou (halt not tranaill hither, dame, for nought. 

Thy meed thoa fhak have or thou go. 

♦ 
They gave to her a ryght good gonne 

Of fcarlate, and of graine : 

She toke the gyft, and home (he wente, 75 

And coached her doune agayne. 

They ryfed the towne of mery Cgrleilc 

In all the hafle they can ; 
And came thronging to Wyllyames houfe^ 
" As fail as they might gone. t# 

There they befette that good yemin 
- Aboat on every fyde : 

Wyllyam hearde great noyfe of folkes. 
That theyther*ward they hyed. 

Alyce opened a back wynddw, I5 

And loked all abonte. 

She was ware of the juflice and fhirife bothe, 

Wy th a full great route. 

Alas 1 

Fir. 85. (hop wiiidow. PC. 
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Alas 1 treaibn, cryed Alycc, 

Ever wo may thoa be ! 99 

Goe into my ckamber, haftand, fhe fayd, 

Swcte WyllyamofCloudeilfc. / 

He toke fays fweard and fays buder^ 

Hys bow and hys chyldren thre. 
And w^iite into hys ftrongefi: cfaamber^ 95 

Where he thought furefl to be. 

Fayrc Alyce^ like a lover true. 

Took a poflaxe in her hande : 
He ihal be deade that here commeth iii 

Thys dore, whyle I may ftand. to» 

Cloudefle bente a wel-good bowe^ 

That was of trufty tre^ 
He fmot the juftife on the brcft^ 

That hys arowe breft in three. 

A curie on his harte, faide William, loj 

Thys day thy cote dyd on ! 
If it had ben no better then myne^ 

It had gone nere thy bone* 

Yeld the CloudeflJ, fayd the juftife. 

Thy bowe and thy arrowes the fro, li# 

A curfe on hys hart, fayd fair Alyce, 

That my huAand councelleth fo. 

L 2 Set 
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Set fyre on the hoafe, faide tbe fliezifc, 

Syth it wyll no better be. 
And brenne we therin William, he faide, 115 

H^s wyfe and chyldren thre. 

They fyred. the houfe in many a place. 

The fyre flew ap on hye : 
Alas ! then crycd fayre Alice, 

I (e we )iere ihall dy. 120 

Williaip openyd a backe wynd^. 

That was in hys chaniber hie. 
And wyth ihetes let downe his wyfe. 

And eke hys chyldren thre. 

Have here my treafare, feyde William, 125 

' My wyfe and my chyldren thre : 
For Chriiles love do them noharme. 
But wreke you all on me. 

Wyllyam ibot fo wonderons well,, 

Tyll hys arrowes were all agoe, I3<> 

And the fyre fo faft upon hym fell. 

That hys bowftryng brent in two. ♦ 

The fparWles brent and fell upon 

Good Wyllyam of Cloudeflc : 
Than was he a wofuU man, and fayde, 13$ 

Thys is a cowardcs death to me. 

■ ■ ' ;• 
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« 

Lever had I, faydtf Wyllyam, 
With my fwofde. in the route to rcnnc. 

Then here among myne enemyes wode 
Thus cruelly to brcn. 1 4.P 

He toke hys {Weafd and hys buckler, • 

And among them all he ran» 
Where the people were moft in precc. 

He finot downe many a man. 

There myght no ihitn abyde hys Urokey 145 

: So ferfly bn them he ran : 
Then they threw wyndowes, and. dores on him. 
And fo toke that good yeman* . 

There they hym bounde both hand and fote. 
And in depe <d6ngeon caft-j -- Ic© 

•Now Cloudefle, fayd the hye jttftice, ■ ^ 

Thou ihalt be hanged in luft^ 

A payrc of new galiowes, fayd the ihwife. 

Now ihal I for the make ; 
And the gates. of Carleil ihal be fhutte : • ^ 155 

No man ihal come in therat. 

Then fliall not helpe Clym of the Clpughc, 

Nor yet ihal Adam Bell, 
Though they came with a thoufand mo, 

Nor all the devels in hell. i6» 

L 3 Early 
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Early in the mornynge the jaftice iiprofe. 

To the gates firfi gan he gon. 
And commaundeth to be |hut full c)ofe 

Lightile everychone. 

, ♦ - • 

Then went he to the markett places 1^5 

As fail as he coulde hye ; 
A payre of new gallons there he fet iip 

Befyde the pylloryc. ' 

A lytie b9)r ^among^e thea afted|. 

<' What meaneth .t)iat gallow-tr# ?'' |7t 

T^^y %de M> hai)ge a good yeamatti 
Called Wylly W of Cloudci|0, 

That ljttk..^e wai tl^e towne;fwyne«lieajr4f 
{ And kept fayre Alyces fwyne; 
Pft he had feene Cloiidcfle in the wodd^* . 17$ 
And genend hyni* th^re to djnet _ . 

He went oiijt att a crevis in the wall, . 

And lightly to the woode dyd gone ; 
{There met he y^ thrfe wightye ycmen 

Shortly and anpne. « iSo 

Alas ! then ia^i^de that lytle boye. 

Ye tary here all to longe ; 

Cloudeile is taken, and dampned to de^th. 

All readye for to honge. 

Alas! 
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Alas ! then fayd good Adam Bell, 185 

That ever we fee thys daye ! 
He ha4 better with us have taryedy 

So ofce as we dyd hym praye. 

jHe myght have dwellyd in grene Ibrefte, 

Under the fliadowes grene, 19^ 

And have kepte both hym and us in refle. 
Oat of trouble and teene* 

' Adam bent a ryght good bow, 
A great hart fone had he ilayne : 
Take that, chylde, he fayde, to thy dynner, 195 
And bryng me myne arrowe agayne* 

Now go we hence, fayed thefe wightye yeomen, 

Tary we no lenger here ; 
Wc fliall hym borowe by God his gface« 

Though wc bye it full derc, :ioo 

To Gasrleil wente thefe good yemen, . 

In a mery mornyng of maye. 
Here is a fyt f o^ Cloudeflye, 

And another is for to faye, 

L 4 Part 

Ver, J79. yonge mem. PC Vtr* 190. ibjidowes iheene, PC. 
y«r^ 197. wi^ht yong men. PC f SeeGloJf. 
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pAitT TH£ Second. 

AND wbcn they came to mciy Carleil, 

All in the morayng tyde, 
They founde the gates fhut them antyll 
About on every fydc. 

Alas ! then (ayd good Adam BelJ, g 

That ever we were made men ! 
Thefe gatos be fhut fo wonderous wel. 

We may not come here in. 

Then befpake * him' Clym of the Cloagh, 

Wyth a wylc we wyl us in bryng j lo 

Let us faye we be meffengcrs, 

Streyght come nowe from our king* 

Adam faid, I have a letter written. 

Now let us wyfely werke^ 
We wyl faye we have the kynges feales ; 15 

I holde the porter no clerke. 

Then Adam Bell bete on the gate 

With ftrokes great and ftrong : 
The porter herde fuche noyfe therat, 

And tp the g^te he throng, 20 

Whp 
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Who is there nowc, fayde the porter. 

That maketh all thys dinnc f 
We be t<w mcffengers, fayde Clim of the Clough, 

Be come ryght from our kyng. 

We have a letter, fayde Adam Bel, 25 

To tl^e juftice we muft it bryng j 
Let us in oar meiTage.todo, 

That we were agayne to the kjrng. 

Here commcth none in, fayd the porter. 

Be hym that dye^ on a tre, 30 

Tyll a falfe thefe be hanged- up. 
Called Wyllyam of Cloudcfle. 

Then fpake the good yenian Clym of the Cbagh» 

And fwore by Mary frc. 
And if that we ftandc long wythout, 35 

Lyk a thefe honge thou (halt he. 

Lo! here we have the kyngcs feale : 

What, Lurden, art thou wode ? 
The porter went f it had ben fo. 

And lyghtly dyd off hys hode. 

Welcome be my lordes fcalc, he faide ; 

For that ye ihall come in. 
He opened the gate full fhortl^e ; 

An euyl openyng for him. 

Per, 38, Lordtyne. PC. f ;. e, weenetf. 
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Now are we int fayde Adam Bell, 45 

Therof we are full fainer 
But ChM he kuowes, that harowed hell. 

How we Ihall com out agayae. 

, Had we the keys, faid C^lim of the Clough, 

Ryght wel then ihoulde we fpede, jf 

Then might we come oat wel ynongh 
When we fe tyme amdnede^ 

They called* die porter to counfeil, 
^ And wrange hys. necke in two. 
And caft hym in a depe dongeon, 55 

And tokc hya keys hym fro. 

Now am I porter, fayd Adam Bel, 

Se brother the keys are here. 
The worft porter to merry Carleile 

The have h^d tbys hundred yere« (hi 

' And now wyll we our bowes bead. 
Into the towne wyll we go. 
For to delyaer our dere brother. 
That lyeth in care and wo* 

Then th^y bent theyr good ewe bowes, 65 

And loked theyr ilringes were round *, 

The 

• S9 J^cham in bis ToxopbUus gives a prteept ; ** ^e Strings nnif 
" be rountU:'** (p. 149. Ed, 1761.^ otberwift, we may conclude frm 
mcbanlcal princi^leSf the Arrtfw will not Jiy true* 
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^he markett place in mery Carleile 
They bcfct that ftound. 

^nd, as they loked them befyde^ 

A paire of new galowes thei iee, y^ 

^nd the jufticewitt a ^ueft of fquycw, 

Had ju4ged theyr fere to de. 

And Cloudefle hymfelfe lay in a carte, 

Faft bound both fote a^d hand ; 
And a ilronge rop about hys necke, ^j 

^ All readye for to hange. 

The juiHce called to him a ladde, 

Cloadeiles clothes ihould he have. 
To take the measure of that yeman, 

Theraft^r to make hys grave. So 

I have fene as great mervaile, faid Cloudefle, 

As betweyne thys and pryme» 
|Ie that maketh thys grave for me 

Hymfelfe may lye therin. 

Thou fpeakeft proudli, faid the juflice, S$ 

I fhall the hange with my hande* 
jfuU wel herd this his brethren two. 

There ftyll as they dyd ilande. 

Then Cloudefle caft his cyen afyde, 

And faw hys brethren twaine 90 

At 
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At a corner of the market place, 
Redf the juiKcc for to flainc. 

I fe comfort, fayd CloudeHi, 
Yet hope I well to fare, , 

Iflmight have myhandes at wyll * k^ 

Kyght lytle wolde I care. 

Then befpake good Adam Bell 

To Clym of the Clough fo free. 
Brother, fe ye marke the juftyce wel ; 

Lo ! yonder ye may him fc: ' feo 

And at the ihyrifc fhotc I wyll 

Strongly wyth arrowe kene ; 
A better fhotc in mery Carleile 

Thys feven yere was not fene. 

They loofed their arrowcs both at once, loc 

Of no man had the dread ; 
Tlie one hyt the jnftice, the other the iheryfe. 

That both theyr fides gan blede. 

All men voyded, that them ftodc nye. 

When the juftice fell to the grounde, i lo 

And the flierife fell hyra by ; 
Eythcr had his deathcs woande. 

All 

rcr. 105. lowfcd thrc. PC. Vcr. ,08. can Wed. ^fS. 



A N D B A L L A D S. 1:57 

All the citesKens faft gan flye, 

They durft a<J lengcr abf de : 
There lyghtly they loofed Cloudefle, 115 

Where he with ropes lay tyde. 

Wyllyam fterte to an officer of the towne, 

Hys axe fro hys hand he wronge. 
On eche fyde he fmote them downe, 

Hym thought he taryed to long* 11m 

Wyllyam fayde to hys brethren two, 

Thys daye let us lyve and de. 
If ever you have nede, as I have now. 

The fame ihall you findc by me. 

They (hot fo well in that tydc, 125 

Theyr ftringes were of filke ful furc. 

That they Jcept the flretcs on every fide ; 
That batayle did long endure. 

The fought together as brethren tru» 

Lyke hardy men and bolde, lj<> 

Many a man to the ground they thrue. 

And many a herte made colde. 
fc 
But when their arrowes wer? all gon. 

Men preced to them full faft» 

They drew theyr fwordes then ^one, 1$$ 

And theyr bowes from them caft. 

They 
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They iveaten Ijrghdye on Acyr way, 
Wyth fwordes and bncklefs roand ; 

By that it was myd of the day. 
They made mani a wound. 



»4* 



there was inafay an cat horne in Carleil blowen^ 

And the belles bacward dyd ryng. 
Many a woman fayde, Alas ! 

And many theyr handes dfA wryng. 



The tnsiytt of Carleile forth was com^ 
Wyth hym a fal great route : 

Thefe yen^gp dred hym fall fore^ 
Of theyf lyves they ftode in doute* 



The mayf e came armed a foil great pace^ 
With a poUaxe in hys hande ; 

Many a ftrong man wyth him was^ 
There in that ftowre to ftande. 



t45 
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The mayre fmot at Cloudefle with his blli 

Hys bucler he braft in two. 
Fall many a yeman with great eyyll> 15 j 

Alas ! they cryed for wo< 
Kepe we the gates fail, they bad^ 

That thefe traytour^ therodt not go. 

But al for nought was that the wrought^ 
For fo faft they downe were layde, . iio 

i TyM 
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Tf U they all tbre» that fo maafulU fought. 
Were gotten without, abraide* 

Have here your keys, fayd Adam Bel, 

Myne oiHce I here forfake. 
And yf you do by my counfell 16$ 

A new^ porter do ye make. 

He threw theyr keys at thcyr heads. 

And bad them well to thryve. 
And all that letteth any good yeman 

To come and comfort his wyfe. 170 

Thus be thefe good yemen gon toikt wod, 

Ahd lyghtly, as lefe on lynde ; ' 
The lough and be mery in theyr mode, 

Theyr foes were ferr behynd« 

» 

And when they came to Englyihe wode« 17 j 

> Under the trufty tre. 
There they fpund bowes full good. 
And arrowes full great plentye. 

So God me help, fayd Adam Bell, 

And Clym of the Clough fo fre, . i«o 

1 would we were in mery Carleile, 

Before that fayre meync. 



They 
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They fet them dflwne, and made good clierc^ 

And eate and dranke full well. 
A fecond fyt of the wightye yeomen, . 185 

Another I wyll you tell. 



Part the Third. 



A S they fat in Englyfhe wood. 
Under the green -wode tre. 
They thought they herd a woman wepe» 
But her they moaght not fe. 

Sore then fyghed the fayrc Alyce ; * 5 

That ever I fawe thys day ! 
For nowc is my dere hufband flayne : 

Alas! and.wel-a-way ! 

« 

Myght I have fpoke wyth hys dere brethren. 

Or with cy ther of them twayne, 10 

To ihew to them what him befell. 
My hart were out of payne. 

Clondeilenvalked a lytle befide, 

Lookt under the grene wood linde. 
He was ware of his wife, and chyldren three, 15 

Full wo in harte and mynde. 

1 Welcome, 
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Welcome, wyfe, then faydq Wyllyam, 

Under. this trufti tre : 
I wende yefterday, by fwete faynt John, 
. Thou IhulJe me never have fe. 20 

•* Now well is me that ye be here. 

My harte is out of wo." 
Dame^ he fayde, be mery and glad. 

And thanke my brethren two. 

Herof to fpeake, faid Adam Bell, 25 

I-wis it is no bote : 
The meate, that we muft fupp withall. 

It runneth yet fail on fote. 

Then went they downe into a laande, 

Thefe noble archares thre ; 30 

Eche of them flew a hart of grecce. 

The befl that they cold fe. 

Have here the beft, Alyce, my wyfe, 

Sayde Wyllyam of Cloudeflye ; 
By caufe ye fo bouldly* ftode by me 35 

When I was flayne full nye. 

Then went they to fuppere 

Wyth fuche meate as they had; 
And thanked God of ther fortune : 

They were both mery and glad. 40 

Vol. I. M And 

>• 
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And when they had Tapped well, 

Ceitayne wythoaten leafe, 
Clondefie fayd^ We wyll to our kyng» 

To get as a charter of peace* 

Aiyce ihal be it oor ii^oarnyng 45 

In a nannery here befyde ; 
My tow founes fhall wyth her go. 

And there they ihaQ abyde. 

Myne eldeft foa fliall go wytfa me; 

For hym have I no care : 5f 

And he fhall hreng yon worde agayn. 

How that we do fare. 

Thas be thefe yenea to London gone. 
As f^ as they myght he, 
' Tyll they came to the kynge's pallace^ 5; 

Where they woalde aedes be. 

And whan they came to the kynges coorte. 

Unto the pallace gate. 
Of no man wold they aike no leave, 

Bjit boldly went in therat. 6e 

They preced preftly into the hall. 

Of no man had they dreade; 
The porter came after, and dyd them call. 

And with them gan to chyde. 

The 
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The ufher faydc, Yemen, what would ye have ? 65 

I pray you tell to rae : 
You myght thus make offycers (bent : 

Good fyrs, of whence be ye ? 

Syr, we be oot-^lawes of the foreft 

Certayne withoaten leaie ; ^n% 

Add hether we be come to our kyng 

To get us a charter of peace* 

And whan they came bdbre the kyng. 

As it was the lawe of the lande, 
The kneled downe without lottyng, 7j 

And. eche held up his hand. 

' The fayed, Lord, we bcfeche the here, 

That ye wyll grattnt us grace j 
For we have il. yne your fat falow dere 

In many a fondry place. ^% 

What be your nams, then faid our king, 

Anone that you tell me ? 
They fayd, Adam Bell, Clim of the Clough, 

And Wyllyam of Cloudefle. 

$e ye thofe theves, then fayd our kyng, 8} 

That men have tolde of to me ? 
Here to God I make an avowe, 

\q HiaJ be hanged all thre. 
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Ye ihal be dead without^ mercy. 

As I am kynge of this laode. 90 

He commandeth his oiHcers evtty one, 

Faft on them to lay hande. 

There they toke thefe good yemen» 

And areiied ihem all thre : . 
'So may I thryve, fayd Adam Bell, 95 

Thys game lyketh not me. 

Bat^good lorde, we befeche you now. 

That yee graunt us grace, 
Infomnche as frele to you we comen. 

As frele fro you to paiTe, too 

With fuch weapons, as we have here, 

Tyll we be out of your place ; 
And yfi»we lyve this hundreth yere. 

We wyll alke you no grace. 

Ye fpeake proudly, fayd the kynge; 105 

Yp fhall be hanged all thre. 
That were great pitye, then fayd the quene. 

If any grace myght be. 

My lorde, whan I came fyrft into this lande 
To be your wedded wyfe, no 

The fyrft boone that I wold afke. 
Ye would grauiit it me belyfe : 



And 
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And I never aflicd none tyll now ; 

Then, good lorde, graunt it me. 
Now afke it, madam, fayd the kynge, , iij 

And grannted it Aiall be. 

Then, good my lord, I yon befeche, 

Thefe yemen granM yc me. 
Madame, ye myghe have aJkcd a boone. 

That (huld have been wonh them all three, no 

Ye raygkt have aflced towreg, and townes, 

Parkes aad forefte: plente. 
Bat none foe plealant to my pay, fhee fayd ; 

Not nope fo left to me. 

Madame, fith it is your defyre, ^^e 

Your a&ynggrannted ftial be ; ' *♦ 

But I had lever have gevea yon ■■ f " 

Good market townea thre. 

The queue wag a glad woman, y 

And fayde, Lord, gramarcyS : "'yt ^ 

I dare undenake for them, ANtpFI 

That true men they fital be. BST M 

But good my lord, fpeke Tom mery word, 

That comfort they may fe. 
I grannt you grace, then fayd onr king, 13; 

Waihe, ftlos, and to.meatego ye. 

M 3 They 

ftr. 130. God » mercTCi JUS. 



i66 ANCIENT SONGS 

They had not fetten but ^a wbyle 

Certayne without lefynge. 
There came mefTengers out of the north 

With letters to our kyng. 140 

• 
And whan the came before the kynge« 

They knelt downe on theyr kne 1 
^ Sayd, Lord, your officers gret« you welU 

Of Carleile in the norc^ contre. 

How farcth my juAicc, feyd the kyfis» 145 

And my fherife aifo ? 
Syr, they be flayne without leafynge. 

And many an officer mOt 

Who hath them (Ltyhe, fayd die kyng j 

Anone thou tell to me ? ISO 

*' Adam Bell, and Clime of the Clongh^ 
And Wyllyam of Cloudefl^.*' 

Alas for rewth i then fayd oar kynge } 

My hart is woiideroua fore ; 
I had lever than a thoufande poundca 155 

I had knowne of thys before : 

For I liave graunted them grace. 

And that forthynketh me : 
But had I kaowne all thys before, ^ 

They had been hanged all tkrt* i6q 

The 
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» 

The kyng hee opened the letter anone, 

Himfelfe he red it tho. 
And founde how thefe outUwes had ilain 

Thre hundred men and mo : 

Fyrft the juftice, and the flteryfe, 165 

And the mayre of Carleile towne ; 
Of all the conftables and catchlpoUes 

Alyve were fcant left one : 

The baylyes, and die bedyls both. 

And the fergeaunte of the law* 17* 

And forty fofters of the fe, 

Thefe outlawes had yflaw : 

And broke his parks, and flayne his dere ; 

Of all they chofe the beft ; 
So perclous out-lawes, as they were, 175 

Walked not by eafte nor weft. 

When the kynge this letter had red. 

In harte he fyghed fore : 
Take up the tables anone he bad. 

Fori may eat no more. ito 

The kyng called hys beft archars 

To the buttes wyth hym to go : 
I wyll (e thefe felowes fhote, he fayd. 

In the north have wrought this wo. x 

M 4 The 
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The kynges bowmen bniket them biyve, 1 85 

And^the quenes archers alfo ; 
So dyd ihcfc thrc wyghtye ye men ; 

With them they thought to go. 

There twyfc, or thryfe they fliote about 

For to aiTay theyr hande ; 190 

There was no ihote thefe yemen ihot. 
That any prycke f myght ftand. 

Then fpake Wyllyam of Cloudefle ; 

By him that for me dyed, 
I hold hym never no good archar, 19; 

That ihoteth at buttes fo wyde. 

** At what a buttc now wold ye ihote, 

I pray thee tell to me J" 
At fuche a but, fyr, he fayd^ 

As men ufe in iny countrc. 200 

Wyllyam wente into a fyeld. 

With his two bretherene ; 
Therq they fet up two hafell roddes 

Full twenty fcore betwenc, 

I hold him an archar, faid Cloudefle, 205 

That yonder wande cleveth in two. 

Here 

t^er. 18 S. blytlic. MS, -f- /, e, mark^ Vtr^ 202, 203, 212, to. 
J*C. Vcr, 204. Twenty fcore paces. JPC. ;. t. /^oo yards. 
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Here is none fuche, fayd the kyng» 
Nor none that can fo do* 

I fhall aflaye, fyr, fayd Cloudefle, 

Or that I farther go. 210 

Cloudefly with a bearyng arowe 

Clave the wand in two. 

Thou art the bef^ archer^ then faid the king. 

For fothe that ever I fe. 
And yet for your love, fayd Wyllyam, 215 

I wyll do more mayftery. 

I have a fonne is feven ycrc olde. 

He is to me full deare ; 
I wyll hym tye to a ilake ; 

All fhall fe, that be here ; 220 

And lay an apple upon hys head. 

And go fyxe fcore hym fro. 
And I my felfe with a brode ar6w 

Shall cleve the apple in two. 

Now hafte the, then fayd the kyng, ^25 

By hym that dyed on a tre. 
But yf thpu dd not, as thou hefl f^yde. 

Hanged fhalt thou be* 



And 
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And thoQ tooche liit Iieador gowne. 

In fyght that men mzj fe, 239 

By all the fayntes that be in heaven, 

I (hall hange yon all thre. 

That I have promUedy faid William, 

That wyll I never forfake. 
And there even before the kynge 235 

In die earth he drove a ftake : 

And bound therto his eldeft £)ttne. 

And bad hym-ftaad ftyil thereat ; 
And turned the childes face him frov 

Becaufe he fliould not fterte. 249 

An apple upon his head he ieH 

And then his bowe he bent : 
Syxe fcore paces they were t>nt mete. 

And thether Clouded^ went. 

t 

There he drew out a fayr brode arrowe, 245 

Hys bowe was great and longe. 
He fet that arrowe in his bowe. 

That was both ftyffe and ftronge. 

He prayed the people, that wer there. 

That they ftill wold ftand, 250 

For he that ihoteth for fnch a wager, 
Behoveth a fledfail hand. 



Muche 
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Mache people prayed for Cloodefle, 

That his lyfe faved myght be. 
And whan he made hym redy to ihoter. 2c r 

There was many weeping cc. 

But Cloudeile clefts the apple in twaioe. 

His fonne he did not nee. 
Over Gods forbode, fayde the kinge. 

That thou (hold ihote at me. , 260 

I geve thee eightene pence a day. 

And my bowe ihalt thou here. 
And over all the north coontr^ 

I make the chyfe rydere.- 

And t thyrtene pence a day, faid the qiieneA 265 

By God, and by my fay ; 
Come feche thy payment when dK»a wylt. 

No man (hall Uy the nay; 

Wyllyam, I make the a gentleman 

Of clothyng^ and of fe : 270 

And thy two brethren, yemen of any chambre> 

For th^ are fo femely to fe. 

Yonr fonne, for he is tendre of age. 

Of my wyne feller he Ihall be ; 
And when he commeth to mans efiatei 27 e 

Shal better avaanced be. 

Andy 
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And, Wyllym, bring tome yonr wife. 
Me longeth her ifore to Ce : 

She fiiall be my chcfe gentlewoman. 

To governc my nnrfcrye. 280 

The ycmen thanketh them cnrtcoufly. 

To {bme bylhop wyl we wcrcI, 
Of all the fynnc5, that we have done. 

To be afToyld at his hand. 

So forth be gone thefe good yemcn, '285 

As fail as they might he * ; 
And after came and dwelled with the kynge. 

And dyed good men all thre. 

Thos cndeth the Ihcs of thcfe good yemen; 

God fend them etcrnall blyfle. 290 

And all, that with a hand-bowe fhoteth. 

That of heven thef never myfle. Amen. 



• he, u e. hte, biijlen. See the Glojfarj, 
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n. 

THE 4GED LOVER BENOUNCETH LOVE. 

The Grat}t'dtgg€r* s fing in Hamlet, A, 5. is taixm 

from three ft an%as of the foihiJiiRg potm^thtvgh greatly al" 

ured and difguifed^ as the /ame ^werg corrupteA by the 

iallad-fingers of Sbakejpeare^s time ; *r ferbapsfo defigntd 

by the poet himfelfy the bitter to paint the charaQer of am 

illiterate clowun. The original is preferred among Svrrsfs 

Poems, and is attributed to Lord Vaux, by George 

Gafcoigne, 'who tells us^ it *^' ^luas thmght by fims t» be 

** made upon his death-hed '^'^ a popular error nsshicb be 

lUughs at, (See his Epift* to To7tg Gejit. prefixed to his Pe- 

fies 1575* ^0,) It is affoxifcnbed to Lord Vaux in a ma- 

nufcript copy preferred in the Britijh Mufeam *- This Lord 

luas remarkable for his Jhill in draining feigned mawners^ 

fsfr. forfo I underftand an anciett icriter» ** The Lord 

Faux his commendation lyeth chiefly in the faciliiie of 

his meetrey and the aptneffe of his defcriptiom fucb as te 

taketh upon bim to make^ namely in fundry of bis Sojcgs^ 

ivherein he Jho-iveth the couktehfait action ^eiy 

li^vely and pleafantly," ArteofEng^Pcefie, 1 5 89./. 51. 

See another Song by thii Poet in voL 2, p. 45* 






I 



Lothe that I did love ; 
In youth that I thought fwete : 

As 



• ilarh MSS. num. 1703. §25. The readings gathered from that 
CQty at liiji'ingttijhed hcr^ hy inmcrfd commas. The text is priKteJ/nm 
the '* Songs y ^c. of the Eari of Surrey and others, 1557. 4ftf-'*' 
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As time requires for my behove^ 
Methinkes they are not mete. 

My lades they do me leave> j 

My fanfies all aie fled ; 
And trad of time begins to weave 

Gray heares upon my hed. 

For Age with dealing fteps. 

Hath clawde me with his crowch» lO 

And lufty * Youthe* awaye he leapes« ^ 

As there had bene none fach. 

My mufe doth not delight 

Me» as fhe did before : 
My hand and pen are not in plight^ . ij 

As they have bene of yore« 

For Reafon me denies^ 

* All* youthly idle rime ; 
And day by day to me fhe cries* 

Leave off thefc toyes in tyme. 20 

The wrinkles in my brow, 

The furrowes in my face 

Say, Limping age will * lodge* him now. 

Where youth muft geve him place. 

The 



Vei^. 6. be. PC. \prir.ted c-^f-i in 15^7.] V, ii. Life away fte, VQ. 
l\ 18. This. FC, l\ 23, ^0 Ed. 1583. V« hedge in Ed. 1 557. hath 
caught him. MS* ' 
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The Karbcngcr of death, 25 

To me I fe him ride. 
The cough, the cold, the gafping breath. 

Doth bid me to provide 

A pikeax and a fpade. 

And eke a fhrowding ihete, 3# 

A houfe of clay for to be made^ 

For fuch a gueft moil mete. 

« Me thinkes I heare the darke^ 
That kaoles the carefall knell. 
And bids me leave my * wearye* warke» 35 
Ere nature me compell. 

My kepers * knit the knot. 

That youth doth laugh to fcome. 

Of me that * (hall bee cleane' forgot. 
As I had * ne'er* been borne. ^% 

Thus muft I youth geve up, 

Whofe badge I long did weare : 
To them I yelde the wanton cup. 

That better may it beare. 

Lo here the bared fkull ; 4 j 

By whofe balde figne I know. 

That 

* ' Alhiiing ferba^ to EccUf, xli, 3. 

V. 30. wyndynge-fteete. MS, V, 34. bell. Af5. V. 35. wofulU 
>»C, V. 38. did. TC, V. 39. clenc ihal be, 2C, V. 40. not, PC 
>^. 45, barc-hcddc. MSn and fome PCC. 
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That f!oaping age away (hall pull 
• What' youthful yeres did fow. 

For Beautie with her band, 

Thefe croked cares had wrought,* co 

And (hipped roe into the lande. 

From whence I Erfk was brought. 

And ye that bide behinde. 

Have ye none other truft : 
As ye of claye were caft by kinde, 55 

So (hall ye * turne' to daft. 



r.48. Which/ PC. That. MS, What is ctmj, V. 56. waft* PC. 



JEPHTHAH JUDGE OF ISRAEL. 

In Shaie/peare* s Hamlet, A. IL fc, 7. the Hero cfthe 
Play takes occajion to banter Poionius 'vAth fome /craps t>f 
an old Ballad f ivhicb has never appeared yet in any co!' 
legion : for ivhicb reafon^ as it is hut Jhorty it nvill not 
perhaps he unacceptable to the Reader ; mjho nvill alfo he 
diverted ivifh the plea/ant abfurdities of the compofiticn. 
ItiAjas retrie<ved from utter oblivion by a lady^ ^wbo ivrote 
it donun from memory as Jhe had formerly heard it fung by 
her father, 1 am indebted for it to the friendjhip of Mr. 
Steevens. 
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^he Banter of Hamlet is asfolltAvs s 

" Hamlet. " O Jephta^ Judge of t/raet,** 'what 
** a trea/ure hadft thou ? 

** PoLONius. WhatAtreafurohadhe\myLord? 

" Ham. Why^ ** One faire daughter ^ and no more ^ 
** the 'which he lo'ved pajjing «welL*' 
• ** Pol. Still on, my daughter. 

"Ham. Am not I Vth' right, old Jtphta ? 

" Pol ON. IfyoucallmeJiphta,myLord\ 1 have a 
** daughter, that I lot;e pajfing fweU^ 

** Ham. Nay, that followes not, 

** Polon. What folUnjues then, my Lord ? 

" Ham. Why, " As iy lot, God ivot :" and then 



Tirfi foU Edit. /. 263. 

O AV £ you not heard tbefe many years ago^ 

Jeptha was jadge of Ifrael^ 

He had one only daughter and no mo. 

The which he loved paffing well : 

Andy as by lott» j 

God wot. 
It fo came to paf^. 
As Gods will ^a^» 
That great war« there fhoald be. 
And none (hould be chofen chief but he. %^ 

Vol. I. N Anir. 



178 ANCIENT SONGS 

And when he was appointed jodge» 

And chieftain of the company, 
A folemn row to God he made ^ 
If he retornd with vidory, 

AthiAretom 15 

Toburii 
The firft live thing. 

That fliould meet with him then^ 

Off hiji honfe, when he fhoad return agen. 20 

It came to pmfr» the wu^vn»oer. 

And he returnd with tiftojy ; 
His dear and onl^ daughter firft of all 
Came to meet her father foremoilly : 

And all the way 2j 

, Sk€ did play 

On tabret and j]ip« 
Full mw^ a Ibipc, 
With note fa high. 
For j6y that her father is come fo nigh» 50 

But when he fawliis daughter dear 

Coming on moft fbremoftly» . 
He wrung his haind^t and tore his hair^ 
And jcryed .out moft pimott^y ; 

Oh ! its thou, faid he, 35 

That low have brought me, 
^ ■ And 
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And troubled me fo, 

Thzt I know not what to do. 



For I have made a vow, he fed. 

The which mud be repfeniihed : 40 

" What thou haft fpokc 
Do not revoke : 
What thou haft faid. 

Be not affraid ; 4 j 

Altho* it be I ; 
Keep promifes to God on high. 

But, dear father^ grant me one requeft. 

That T may go to the wildernefs. 
Three months there with taj friends to ftay ; 50 
There to bewail my virginity ; , . 

And let tksre bc» 
Said fket 
Some two or three 
Young maids with me." 
So he fent her away. 
For to mourn, for to mourn, till her dying day. 



N2 rv, A 
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IV. . 
A SONG TO THE LUTE IN MUSICKE. 

Shake/pear has made this fonnet thefubjeB tf fome plea- 
/ant ridicule in /^/V Romeo and Julie T, A. JF, $c. 5- 
^bere he introduces Peter putting this ^eflio« to the Mu- 
ficians* 



« 



" Peter. . . . nuhy " Silver Sound"' f nvfy " Mufoie 
nvith her Jilver Jound ?** mshat fayyou^ Simon Catling f 
** I. Mus, Marry ^ Jir, hecaufe fil<ver' bath a /^eet 

** found. 

" Pbt. Pretty! wbat fay you^ Hugh Robecke ? 

*^ 2. Mus. I /ay 9 Jtlver/oundp hecau/e Mu/icians /eund 

** /or/il'ver. 

"Pet. Pretty too ! ^at /ay you^ James Sound-poft, 

" 3. Mus. Faitby I l^fjonjj not ^hat to /ay, 

f * Pet. . . . / imll /ay /or you : It is " Mu/Uk$ ninth 

*• her Jilver /oundf*' hecau/e Mu/icians have no gold fir 

^* /oundingJ** 

Firft/oTio Ed. p. 73. 

This ridicule is not fi much levelled at the /ong it/elf 
(ivhich/or the time it ivas *written is not inelegant J as at 
tho/e forced and^ unnatural explanations ofien gi'ven by us 
pain/ul editors and expojitcrs 0/ ancient authors. 

This copy is printed /rom an old quarto MS in the Cotton 
Library f \Ve/p. jf, 25.] entitled ** Divers things 0/ Hen, 
•* w/s time ;" njuith /ome correHions /rom The Paradife 
0/ Dainty Devi/esy 1 596. 

WHERE 
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WHERE gripinge grefcs the hart would woande> 
And dolefalle dumps the mynde oppreiTe, 
There muficke with her iilver found 

With fpede is wont to fend redreife : 
Of trobled ni3rBds> in every fore, 5 

Swete muficke hathe a falve in flore. 

In joye yt maks oar mirthe abounde. 

In woe yt cheres our hevy fprites ; 
Be-ftrawghted heads relyef hath founde^ 

Sy mufickes pleafaunt fwete delightes : to 

Our fenfes all, what fhall I fay more ? 
Are fubjeftc onto ihu&cks lore. ~7" 

The Gods by muficke have theire prayfe ; 

The lyfe, the foul therein dodi joye 1 " 
For, as the Romayne poet fayes# . 'S 

Ia leas, whom pyrats would deflrojr, 
A dolphin faved from death moft fharpe 

Arion playing on his harpe. 

» 

O heavenly gyft, that rales tlie mynd^ 

Even as the fterne dothe rule the fhippe ! zo 

O muficke, whom the gods affinde 

To comforte manne, whom cares would nippe ! 
Senfethow both man and befte doefl move, ^ 

What befte ys he, wyll the difprove ? 

N 3 • V. KING 
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V- 
KING COPHBTUA AND THE MGGAR-MAID, 

r 

— M a ftory often ^lludtetto hy our old Dr^amatig Writers. 
Srbake/pear in his Romeo and Juhet, A. IL Sc, l. 
/teftw Mercutio ftvfy 

" Her [Fenus's] turhUwiM smd iiir, 

" TouugJdam^ Cupids he thai Jhot fo true ^ 
** When King Cofhetaa Urued the beggar-maid*^^ 

As the iithLineofti^fifltrwiughaUa^Jkems here psrti' 
cularly alluded to, it is not improbahle but Shakefpeare ivroti 
it -SHOT SO TRIM, ivhtch the players or printer s^ mt 
ftrcei'ving the allufioXy sn^ht alter to thue. The/brmer, 
as being the more kfsmorous 4Xpr»fion^ Jeems mofi Uki\f t$ 
ha^e come from the mouth of Mercuido* 

In the id Part ofHEfs. IV, A. 5. Sc, 3. Falftaffis iw 

troduced affeSledly fig^ng^ t& PiJMh 
• 

■** O bafe AJj^ian knight ^ <vohat is thy ne/ws ? 

•* Let king Copbstua Ano^ the truth thereof.^* 

9 

Thefe liner Dn W^riurtM fhtOiJ^ ^ert take» from an old 
bomhaft play of King Cophetua. A> fujch pja)i is, I 
believe f notv to be found ; but it does not therefore folWi^ 

that 

• Seeahvty p, 130. 



r 



A N D B A L L A D & i8j 

that Tt ne^er txifted* Mawf drMmatk pieces art referred U 
Sy aid luriters f , fwhitb are not $u*w extantf or even nutn 
tioned in anjf Lift* In the infancy of the ftage^ flays^were 
often exhibited that ivere ne'ver printed. 

It is probably in allufton to the fame play that Ben Jonfm 
fays in bisCemedy ^£y£RT man in bis humour ^ A^ 3. 
fc.At* 

** I have net the heart to devour thee ^ an^ I might he made 
" as KiCH as King Cophetua" 

At leaft there is no mention ef King Cophetua^s richss in 
the prefent baUud, which is the oHeft I have met with en 
the fubjeS* 

It is printed from Rich* Johnfon^s " drown Garland of 
" Goulden RofesJ** 16 12, izmo. (where it is intitled finely, 
A Song op a Beggar and a JBLiho :) iorre^ed by 
another cepy^ 

T Read that once in Affirkft 

A princely wigkt did nunt » 
Who had to name Copb^na, 

As po«i9 they did faine : 
From natnrei lawes he did decline^ 5 

For fore he was not of n^ mind* ^ k 

He cared not for women-kiadei 

Bat did them ail difdaihe. 
Bat, marke^ what hapaed on a day^ 
As he oat of his window Uy^ 10 

He faw a beggar alt in gi^y* 

The which did caofe his paine. 

N 4 The 

t Ste Merei JTlti 7reaf, /. 283. Arte ofEng. Toef, I589. p, 51, 
III, 143^ 169. 



4 
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The blinded boy, that fiiootes fo trim. 

From heaven downc did hie ; 
He drew a dart and fhot at him, * 15 

In place where he did lye : 
^ Which foone did pierfe him to the^uicke. 
And when he felt the arrow pricke^ 
Which in his tender hqart did flicke. 

He looketh as he wQuld dye, to 

What Cudden chance is this, quoth he. 
That t to love muft fabjeft be. 
Which ncver^ thcretp would agree, 

ButiiilUiditdefiei 

Then from the window he did come, «{ 

And laid him tn his b^, 
A thoufand heapes of care did runne 

Within his troabled head : 
For now ^he meaneft to crave her love. 
And now he feekes which wa)^to proove 50 

How he hi9 fande might remoove. 

And not this beggar wed. 
But Cupid had him fo in fnare. 
That this poor begger meft prepare 
' A falve to cure him of his care, z$ 

Or els he would be dead, 



And, 






1 
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And, ae he mufing thus did lye. 

He thought for to dcvifc 
How Jie might have her companye, 

That fo did 'maze his eyes. 40 

In thee, quoth he, doth reft my life ; 
For furcly thou fhalt be my wife, i 

Or elfe t}\U hand with bloody knife 

The Gods ihall fare fuffice. 
Then from hi* bed he foon arofc, 45 

And to his paliace gate he goes; 
Full little then this begger knowes 

When ihe the king efpies. 

The gods preferve your raajcfty, 

TIte beggcrs all gan cry : 50 

Vouchfafe to give your charity 

Our childrens food to buy. 
The king to them hip puriTe did caft. 
And they to part it made great haile ; 
This filly woman was the laft 55 * 

That after them did hye. 
The king he cal*d her back againe. 
And unto her he gave his chaine j 
And faid, ,With us you fhal remaine 

Till fuch time as we dye : 60 



For 
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For thoo, qoodi he, ftalt be my wife. 

And boDOQied for my queent j 
With thee I meaoe ta lead my life^ 

As ihoitly ihall be feene: 
Our wedding ihall appealed be» £5 

And every thing in its degree : 
Come on, qooth he, and follow me^ 

Thoo ihalt go dilft thee eleaae* 
What is thy name, fsdrc naid ? quoth be. 
Penelophon *» O king, qooth fl»e : 70 

With that fhe nude a lowe eoortfty ; 

A trim one as I weene* 

Thns hand in &an4 along they walke 
Unto the king's patlice : ^ 

The king with coinrteotts oomly talke 75 

This beggcr doth itnbrace: 

The begger blafteth Icarlet red. 

And firaight agili^e as pale as lead, 

Bnt not . not a word at all fte faid, 

' She was in fuch amaze. 

At lafl fhe l^ake widi tretnbling voyce. 

And faid, O king, I doe rejoyce 

That you wil take me for your choyee. 

And my degree's ■{& bofe. 

And 

* ihakefpeare (viU albtJes to this ballad in bit ** Loffa Laimr UJ^^ 
^B IV. $c, i,Jmes the Btggers name Zenelophon, acctrding to all 
tie eld cditiMs : cut tbit feans to be a corruption ^ for peaelophon, '" 

the 
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And when the wedding dsty was cozne^ 85 

The king commanded ffcraic 
The nobleoieo both all and fome 

Upon the queeiie to' wait. 
And fhe behavde herfelf that day. 
As if ihe had never walkt the way ; 90 

She had forgot her gowne ef gray. 

Which ihe did weare of late. 
The provetbe old is come to pafle. 
The priefty when he begins his nuHe^ 
Forgets that eyer clerke he was, * « 95 

He knowth not his eftate. 

Here you may read, Cophetua, 

Though long time fancie-fed. 
Compelled by the blinded boy 

The bcggcr for to wed : 100 

He that did lovers lookes difdaine. 
To do the fame was glad and faine. 
Or elfe be would hin^felfe have flaine. 

In florie^ as we read. 
Difdaine no whit, O lady deere, 105 

Bat pitty now thy fervant heere, 
Leaft that it hap to thee this yeare. 

As to that king it did. 

And 



the text^ fouttd% more hke the name of a J^aman.'-^The ftory o/tk^ JO^g 
0ml the fieggar is alfi alluded to in K» Rich, Jh AB V, ^r. 7. 

V, 105. B<rs tht Poet addrejfa bimfeiftokis tniprejt* 
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And t]ias they led a quiet life 

Daring their princely raine ; no 

A»d in a tombe were buried both. 

As writers iheweth plaine. 
The lords they tooke it grievoaily» 
The ladies tooke it heavily. 
The comn^ons cryed pitioafly, 115 

Their death to them was paine. 
[ Their fame did foand fo paffingly. 
That it did pierce the ftarry flcy. 
And throaghoat all the world did flye 

To every princes realme. 

V» 112. Sheyrpth vitti ^fcitntly tbe^lur, Humh 



VL 
TAKE THY OLD CLOAK ABOUT THEE, 

^-^is fuppofed to bivpt heen originally a Scott ijb B alia J. The 
reader here has an ancient cofy in the Znglijh idiom^ 'with 
an additional Stanza (the zd.) ne^er before printed. This 
euriojity is prefernjed in the E dit or'* s folio MS, hut not with- 
0ut corrnptiansy 'which are here removed by the ajfiftance of 
the Scottijh Edit. Shakefpear in his Othello, A, 2. has 
quoted one ftanTUtt tuitb fome *variations^ nuhich are here 
adopted : The old MS. readings are hotvever given in the 
Wtargitt. 

THIS 



r 

i 
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THIS winters weather waxeth cold^ 
And froft doth freefe on every hill. 
And Boreas blowes his blafts foe bold. 
That all our cattell are like to fpill ; 
Bell my wife, who loves no (Irife, j 

She fayd unto me quietliey 
Rife up9 and fave cow Crumbotkes life, 
Man, put thine old cloake about thee. 

Bell, why doft thou flyte * and fcornc* ? 

Thou kenft my cloak is very thin : !• 

It is fo bare and overworne 

A cricke he thereon cannot renn : 
Then lie noe longer borrowe nor lend, 

* For once He new appareld bee. 
To-morrow He to towne and fpcn4/ ^5 

For He have a new cloake about mee* 

She. 
Cow Crumbocke is a very good cowe, 

Shee has been al^ayes true to the payle. 
Still has helpt us to butter and cheefe, I iroyy, 

And other things (he will not fayle ; 20 

1 wold be loth to fee her pine. 

Good hufband, councell take of mee» 
It is not for us to go foe £ne. 
Then take thine old cloake about thee. 



My 



« 



35 
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He- 

My cloake it was a very good cloake, 2j 

Itt hath been alwayes true to the weare. 
But now it 18 not worth a groat ; 

I have had it four and forty yeare : 
Sometime it was of cloth in graine, 

'Tis now but a figh-cloat as you may fee, 30 
It will neither hold out winde nor raine ; 

III have a new doake about mee. 

Shs. 
It is four and ^rtye yeeres agoe 

Since th* one of us the other did ken. 
And we have had betwixt us towe 

Of children either nine or ten ; 
Wee have brought them up to women and men ; 

In the feare of God I trow they bee ; 
An4 why wilt thou thyfelf miflcen ? 

Man, take thine old cloake about thee. 49 

He, 

O Bell my wife, why doft thou floute ! 

Na«t is nowe, and then was then y 
Seeke now all the world throughout. 

Thou kenft not clownes from gentlemen. 
They are clad in bJacke, green e,yellowe,, or *gray,' 45 

Soe far above their owne degree : 
Once in my life lie *doe as they,' 
• For He have anew cloake about mee. 

King 
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She. 
King Stephen was a worthy peere. 

His breeches coft him but a crowne, 5« 

He held them fixpcnce all too decre ; 

Therefore he calld the taylor Lowne. 
He was a wight of high renowne, 

And.thott& bttC of a low degree : 
Itt's pride that putts the coantrye downe, 5^ 

Then take thine old cloake about thee. 

Ms. 
• Bell my wife Ihe loves not ftrife,' 

Yet ihe will lead me if (he can ; 
And oft, to live a quiet life, 

I am forced to yield, though Ime good-man :* 6» 
Itt's not for a man with a woman to threape, 

Unleife he ixft give oer the plea : 
Where I began I now mtin leave^ 

And take mine old cloake about mee. 



VIL Wllr. 



Vgr, 49. King Harry. MS. f^er, 50. 1 trow hit hok.MS. Tir. 
51; i2peii«eAf^. .Fer, 52. clowae. MS» 
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VII. 
WILLOW, WILLOW, WILLOW. 

// is from the following ftanvMs that Sbakefpeare hoi 
jtaken bis fong of the Willow, in his Othello, A, 4. 
J* 3. though fotiwviihat 'varied and applied hy him to a fe^^ 
male charaSer, He makes Defdemtma introduce it in this 
■pathetic and affe&ing manner y 

*' My mother had a mead caWd Barharie : 

*' She ivas in love ; and he^ Jhe lov^ d^ forfook bir^ 

** And Jhe proved mad. She had a Song of Willow. 

** An old thing ^twas, hut it exprefs*d her fortune ; 

" And foe dyedjittging it*" 

This is gi*venfrom a black-Utter copy in the Pepys Colle^ion, 
thus intitledy ** A toilers complaint ^ being forfaken of bit 
*' love. To apleafant tune." 



A Poore foule fat fighing ander a ficamore tree; 

P willow, wiUow, willow ! 
With his hand on his bofom, his head on his knee : 

O willow, willow, willow ! ' 

O willowy willow, willow ! 5 

Sing, O the greene y^illow ihall be my garland. 



He 
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He fighM in his- fiiiging^ and after eacjbi gronc^ • 
Come willowy &c* ,r 

I am dead to all pleafure, my true-love is gone ; 

O willow, &c. . . lo 

Sing, O the greene willow fliall be my gartand. 

My love ihe is turned ; untrae (he doth prove i^ 

Owillowy Set. 
She renders me nothing but bate for my' love, 
e O willow, &c. / 15 

• * • - ' • 

Sing, O the greene willow, &c. 

O pitty me (cried he) ye lovers, each one; 

O willow, &c» 
Her heart'j hard ^ marble ; ihe rues not my mone. 

O willow, &c. io 

Sing, O the greene willow, Sec*- 

The cold ftreama ran b^ him, ibis eyes w^pt apace ; 

O willow. Sec, 
The fait tears .fell from hinu which drowned his face i 

O'willow, &c. ' aj 

Sing, *0 the greene willow^ &e- *. ^ . 

The mate bird;s ^te by him, made tame by his mones : ' 

O willow, &c. 
The fait tears fell from him, which, foftned the ftones. 

O willow, &c. ' 30 

Sing, O the greene willow fliall be my garEnd [ 

^ ' ' .' ' 

Vol. I. O Let 
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Let nobodf blame me. Iter icornes I do ff«f « ; 

O willow^ tec. 
She was bonte to be Mrt ;> 1, to die for her lov^ 

O willow. &c. 35 

Sing, OtEe greene willow fliall be tiry gadaiid. 

O that beauty fhould harbour a heart that* a fo ]!a#d ! 

Sing willow, &c. 
Mjr true love rejecting without aH regaird. 

O willow, &c. 4» 

Sing, O the greene willow, &c. 

Let love no more boail him in pidbace, brbofrier ; 

O willow, &c. 
For women are trdthles, aAd ilotifer in an hoiM. 

O willow, &c. ^ 

Sing, O the greene willow^y &c* 

But what helps complaining I In vaine I cdtnpdaino : 

O willow, &c. 
f muft patiently TtrfTiir her itorne and difiaino. 

O willow, &c. . ^m 

, Singy O the greene willow^ l^c. ' : 

* 
Come, all yO)i Forfaken, atid fit down by me, 

O willow, &c. 
He that 'plaines of his fal& love, mine's faller than Are/ 

O willow, &c. ' \ 5 

Sing, O the greene will6w, &c. - 






A I* U Sal la b i. i^s 

Thii willow Witft A ii^6^ft t Bftte niy io^e did fl^ i 

O willow, &c. 
A Garlatid ht Imem ibtdkm mtit itieetei 

O willowy kcs j^ 

Sing, O ^t gfttfil« #ill<^ fhttl ht Mf g4rtthdl 



Patat f Ht Sic en Hi 






LOWE lay'4 i^X W iorrdw^ begot h^ difdune j 
O willow* willow, willow ( 
Agaittfl her tCio croell, itiU fiill I coiDplaiae^ 
. O willow, willov^, willow I 

t> willow, willow, willow 1 ^ . t. 

Sing, O the greene willow ihall be my gaflatid ! 

O love too injurious, to wOond my poore heart 1 

O willow, &:c. 
To fafier the tritunphj and joy in my finart ; 

O willow, &c« \t 

Sing, O the greene willow^ ^c^ 

O willow* willow* willow ! the willow garlkitd, 

O willow* &C4 
A fign of her falfenefle before me doth fiand : 

O willow, &c. ^ , tj 

Sing^ O the greene willow* &^. 

O 2 Aa 
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As Jiere it doth bid toddpair and to iye, 

O willow, &c. 
So hang it, friends, ore. me in grave where I lytf : 
^ O willow, &c. , zo 

» 

Sing, O the green* willow ihali be m}^ garland. . 

In grave where I reft mec, hang this to the view 

O willow, &c. 
Of all that doe knowe^her, to blazeher iintrue. 

O willow, &c, 2^ 

Sing, O the greene willow. Sec. 

With Ukde words engraven, as epi^ph meet, - 

O willow, &c, ' V * ' 

" Here lyes one^ drlimk poyfon for potion mbft fwect,** 

O willow, &c. ^ A 

Sing, O the greene willow,' &c.' '' 



,'jp 



. o 



Though Ihe thus unkindly hath fcorhed my love, 
O wiitew, '&'t. { '. ; . ' ' 

And careleily fmiles at the forxowes I prove } ^ 

O willow, &€. ' 3'r 

Sng, O the greche willow, &c. . .- , v 

• - . • • - - < 

I cannot againft her unkindly exclaim, 
O willow, &d; : '• ^ ^ •' » 

Cauie once well I loved her, and honotrred^her tiarfie : 
O willow, Ssc, '" -:- t . . : •' r \ ' 4ei' 

Sng, O the greene willow, &c. 



The 



f 
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The name of her foanded fo fweete in mine eare, 

O willow. Sec. 
It rays'd my heart lightly , the name of my deare ; 

O willow, &c. 45 

Sing, O the greene willow flutll be my garland. 

As then 'twas my comfort, it now is my griefe ; 

O willow, &c. 
It now brings me angaifh, then brought me reliefe. 

O wilk)w. Sec, 50 

8ing, O the greene willow. Sec. 

Farewell, faire falfehearted : plaints end withmy breath ! 

O willow, willow, willow ! 
Thoa dofl loath me, I love thee, though caufe of my 
death. 

O willow, willow, willow! 55 

O willow, willow, willow ! 
Siag, O the greene willow (hall be my garland. - 



O 3 Vm. SIR 
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SIR lANC^LOT Rtr LAKE. 

fTiis tdttad is quoted in ShaJ^e/peare^s fecond Part ef 
HbvRT 11^. J. 2. /i 4« fie JuhjeB of it i^ tedkin from 
tt^ ancient romance ofK. Arthur (fommonfy cafkdfAo^TE 
Arthur) iein£ a foetical tr'p^f^ion gf Cbajt- fYUi» ciXy 
ex, in Pt. \ft^ as tbty jiand in $d, 1634, \to. In the 
older Editions the Chapters are differently numhered.^^This 
fong is gi^veu fifm^ a frmi$4 eofn cofreSid f> fdr^ fy /^# 
folio MS. 

InthefajpfflavofzW^n^ir* Sll.^fi en im^ a ffr^ 
of one of tie old daffads of Jiohin Hood. If is taken froi^ 
^he following Jl^snza of Kotifs Hooj) ano thb Pjndai^ 
Cft Wakbfikld* 

All tUf l>ehc^ iimt wighty yeomep, . ^ ^ 
Twas Jlobin (iood. Scarlet, and John : . 

With that they efpy'd x}kc jolly Pind^' ' 
As he f^te under a tborne, 

. Thaf ballad mfy he found on f^ery fialU ond therefor^ v 
not hire reprinted. 

« 

WHEN Arthnr firft in court began. 
And was approved king, 
By fo^ce of armes great yi^oryes wanne. 
And f:on^ueit home did bring, 

2 Theii 
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Then into England ftraight he bame 

With fifty good and able 5 

Knights, that reforted onto him. 

And were of his round table : 

And he had jnfts and tamaments, 
Wherto were many preft» to 

Wherein fbme knights did then excel! 
And far furmoimt the reft* 

But one Sir Lancelot du Lake, 

Who was approved well. 
He for Ms deeds andfeatei of innes, 15 

All others did excell. 

When he had refted him a while^ / 

In play, and game, and fportt, 
fie faid he wold goe prove himfelfe 

In fome adventrou^ ibrtf ZQ. 

He armed rode in forreft wide. 

And met a damfdl faire. 
Who told him of adventures greats 

Whereto he gave good eare* 

Such wold I find, quoth Lanceiott : 9$ 

For that caufe came I hither. 

Thou fe»mfk, quoth (he, a knight fiill good. 

And I will bring thee thither, 

Q 4 Whoreae 
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Wheras ^ mighty kniglit doth dwells 

That now is of great fame : jO 

Therfore tell me what wight then ait» 

And what may be thy name. 

** My name i^Xancelot do Lake^'' 

Quoth ihe, it likes me than : 
Here dwelles a iaiight who. never was 5^; 

Yet matcht with any man : 

Who has* in prifon threefcore knights 

And four, that he did wound ; 
Knights of king Arthurs cpiurt they be. 

And of his table round. 4« 

She brought him to a river il4e« 

And alfo to a tree, . 
Whereon a eoppex bafoq hungi 

And many fhields ta fee. 

He druck foe hard, the baibn broke ; 4^* 

And Tarquin foo^ he fpyed ; 
Who drove a.horfe before him laft» 

Whereon a knight lay tyed. 

Sir knight, then fayd Sir Lancelot, 

Bring me that horfe-Ioad hither, 50 

And lay him downe, and let him reft ; 

Weel try ouribrce togcdicr : 

For, 
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For, as I underiland) thou haft, 

Soe far as thoQ art able. 
Pone gre^t defpite and ihame unto 55 

The knights of the Round Table. 

If thou be of the Table Round, 

Quoth Tarquin fpeedilye. 
Both thee^«Q4 all tl^y fellow(hip 

I utterly defye, 6m 

That's over mach> quoth Lancelott/ 

Defend thee by and by. 
They fett their fpeares unto their fteeds* 

And each att other flye. 

They coucht their fpeares, (theii' horfes ran, 65 

As though there had been thunder) 
And firucke them each amidft their ihields. 

Wherewith they broke in fnnder. 

Their horfes backes brake under them. 

The knights were both ailonnd : . 70 

To avoyd their horfes they made hafte 
And light upon the ground. 

They tooke them to their fhields full faft. 

Their fwords they drew out than. 

With mighty ilrokes moft eagerly e 75 

Eacbe at the other ran* 

They 
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They wounded wcra, and bled fall ibpe. 

For breath they both did fhuid. 
And leaning on their fivordei awhUe^ 

Quoth. Tarquine, Hold thy kMld. So 

And tell to me what I ihaU afke^ 
• Say on, quoth Lancelot tho« 
Thou art, quoth Tarquine» the beS knight 
That ever I did know ; 

And like a kaight, that I did hate : 9^ 

Soe that thou be not hee, 
I will deliirer all the rdb. 

And eke accord with thee. 

That is well faiyd, quoth Lancelett ; 

But fith it moft be fbe, ^ 

What knight ii that dioa hateft thtis } 

I pray thee to mt fhow. 

His nai^e ij) Lancelot da Lake» 

He flew my brother deere ; 
Him I f«fye6l of all the reft : g^; 

I would I had hiaA here. 

Thy wxih tiieu haft, but yet aakoow&fu 

I am Lancelot 4a Lake, 
Now knight of Arthurs Table Round; 

King Ifauds {on of gchawake ; loo 

And 
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Ai^ I defire thee do thy woril. 

Ho, ho, quoth Tarquin tho. 
One of us two fliall end our lives 

Before that we do go. 

If thou be Lancelot du Lake, lo; 

Th^i> welcome fhalt thou bee : 
Wherfore fee thou thy felf defend, 

For now defye I the^. 

TktY buckled then together fo. 

Like unto wild boares rufhingy I lO 

And with their {words and fiiields they ran. 

At one another flafliing : 

The ground bel^rinkled was with blood ; 

Tarquin began to yield; 
For he gave backe for wearinefTe, 1 15 

And }ow« did beare his (Hield? 

( 

This (bone Sir Lancelot efpyde. 

He leapt upop him then. 
He pull'd him downe upon his knee^ 

And ruihing off his helm, 12* 

Forthwith he flrucke his necke in two, 

And, when he had foe done, ^ 

From prifon threefcore knights and four 

Delivered ever^e one. 

IX. CORYOON'i 
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IX. 

w 

CORYDON's FAREWELL TO PHILLIS, 

— ij an of tempt to paint a lover* s irre/olution^ lut Jo 
poorly executed, that it nvould not have been admitted into 
this colleSiiony if it had not been quoted in &bake/peare*s 
Twelfth-night, ^. z*/c» ^. — It is found in a little ««- 
dent mijcellany intitled, ** The golden Garland of prince^ 
*' deligbts.^^ limo. hU let. 

In the fame fcene of the Twelfth Night, Si-R ToBrfagt 
a /crap of an old ballad y <which is preferred in the Pefys 
ColU^icn, [Vol. I, p. 33. 496.] but as it is not only a 
poor dull performance y but alfo very long, it <will be fuffi- 
dent here to give the firfi ftanxa :■ 

The Ball4d op Constant SvslANNa* 

There dwelt a man in Babylon 

Of reputation great by fame ; 
He took to wife a faire woman, 

Sufanna flie was callde by name : 
A woman fair and vertuous ; 

Lady, lady : 
Why Ihould we not of her learn thus 

To live godly ? 

Ifthisjiag of CovLYDOvt, £«ff. has not more merit, it ii 
mt isaft an evil of lefs magnitude* 

FAREWEU, 



\ 



F 
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I 

• . , ' i 

AREWELL, dearlove; Vixxce thou wilt needs begone, 
. Mine cyc$ do ftiew, my life is almoit done. 
Nay I will n^v^^-diej io long as J can. fpie , 

There be many mo, though that fhe doe goe. 

There be many mo, I fear not ; c 

Why then let her goe, I care not. 

Farewell, farewell ; fince this I find is true, 
I will not fpend more time in wooing you : 

Bat I will feek elfewhere» if I may find love there : 
Shall I bid her goe / what and if I doe ? lo 

Sh^l|J .bid hei: goe and fpare not ? " 
O no, no,' no, t dare not. 

Ten thonfaad times &rewell. ; — yet ftay z, while :— 
Sweet, kifs ast once ; fweetkifT^ time beguile : 
I have no power to move. How now am I in 16ve ? i 5 
.Wilt thoa needs be £one ? Go then, all is one. 
Wik thou needs^ be gotte .^ Oh, hie thee \ 
Nay ftay, afad do no more deny me. 

Once more adieu, I fee loath to depart » 

Bicis oft adieu to her, that hol4s my heart. 2p' 

* But feeing I mUft lofe thy love, which I did choo<^, * 

Goe thy way for me, fince th^t may not be. :- , 

Goe thy Ways for me. But whither I , > 

Qoc, oh, but where I may come thither, • *' 

* Whaf 
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What fliall I doe ? my love it now departed. 2| 

ttie is a^ fair, as flie is crad-hearted. 

She would sot be intreaced, i<rith pYayers bhtiptntd* 
If ihe come no more, (hall t die tfaerefbre f 
If ihe come no mdre, what care I ? 
Faith, let her ^oe, or come^ or can^. 3^ 



\ 



« 



GERNUTUS tH£ JEW OP VtltlCt. 

In the ** Life of Pope Sixtus V. tranjiated from tii 
lalian of Greg* LbtI) iy ihe Rev. Mr, Fanfetvofikf 
folioy^ is a remarkable paffage tp theftiUwnfg effeS : 

" It. ijuas^ reported in Rome, that Drake had taken am J 
** plundered St* t)omingo in Hi/paniola^ and carried off" an 
•* imntenfe booty* 'Thii accovent came in a pr%«ifati l^ftetio 
** Paul Secchi, a^ery conjukrabh mgrdtant in tb^ city, 
** *wbo had large concerns in tbo/e parts, fwbicb be had in- 
** fured* Upon receiving this ne^ivs, he fent for thi infurer 
*' Sampfon Ceneda, a Jenv, and acquainted him nuith it, 
•* The Jewuj nAjhefe inter eft it mtas 'to hdw fucUa Y^^ 
't thought falfcf ga've many reafmitnvhy it could not ptjjihfy 
** bi true, and at laft luorked bimfelf into Juch a paffionf 
** hat he faid, Vll lay you a pound of my Jlejh it is a lye, 
** Secchi, nubo ivas of a fiery htt temper, replieJi PB ky 
** you a thoufand cronvns againft a poUnd ofyourfleft? that 
•* // // true* The Jenu accepted ihe ivagerf and article's 
** *were immediately executed hetnnixt them, That if Seccbi 
*< wfiHt he JhouU himjelf cut the fiejb with a Jharp knife 

** from 
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** fnd 'wha^^uif pmrt rftbe j£w*s body be fUafidi Tbi 
** truth oftbt ac<9unt ivas foon confirmed^ and tbt jenu ivar 
^* ttlmoft diftru^tdf <wben bg nuas inforjaed^ t^at Secchi bad 
•* fnhmnly fw$rn ht 'would compel him to a^ $xaQ perform' 
** and of bis contra^, A report of ibis tranfaiiion nueit 
*' broMght to tbe Pope^ ixibojentfor tbe parties y and being 
** informed of tbi fiobolo affair ^ faid^ When contraSs art 
«* madi^ it is butjuft tbiyjhould be fulfilled y as this fball: 
^* Toko a kmft tberrforey Seccbiy and cut a pound ofjlejh 
" frosH any part you pleaft of tbe jew^s body. IVe ad'vif^ 
** you, however J to be *oe*y careful; for if you cut but m 
** fcruple mere or lejs than your duty you Jhall certainly be 
«• hanged:* 

The Editor of that book is of opinion y that tbe fcene be- 
tnveen Sbylock and Antonio in /^^^Merchant op Venice 
is taken from ibisintfdefit* But Mr. Wartony in bis inge- 
nious ** Obfermations on tbe Faerie ^eeny *voL i. page 
12?.** has referred it to tbe follonjuing ballad. Mr* 
Warton thinks this. balUtd *w«w n^t%en before ^bake- 
fpeare^s play, as being not fo drcumfiantlaU. and Starving 
more of tbe nakednefs of an original, Bejidesy it differs Jrom 
the play in many circumfiances, tXfhicb tt thter copyifii fucb 
as fwe may fuppofe tbe ballas^inttitr. . to ity *Woaiid hardly 
ha*ve gi'ven himfelfthe trouble to alter. Indeed be exprefsly 
imforms usy that be bad bis ftory from the Italian ^writers.. 
See the CoKiJOissiiVKy VoLi. No. \6:' 

After ally one ivottld be glad to kttotv tvtat authority 
Let I had for the foregoing fa^y or at leafi for conntSing 
it nvith tbe taking of St. Domingo by Drake} for this ex" 
pedition did not happen till 1585, and it is njery certain that 
a play oftbeJ^WEy ** reprefenting the greedineffe of 'worldly 
*' chuferty and bloody minds ofufarersy^ had 6een exBihited 
tSRthe pldyboufe called the BubL, before the year 1579, 
being mentioned in Steph. Goffhn^s Schoole ok abu^e f , 
*wbub ac'jif printed in that year. 

As 

•J- Wart an, ubi Jufra. 



ao8 ANCIE-NT S.Oi^OS 

As for Shake/pearls Merchant of "Venice, the ear' 
Ueft edition knonxm of it is in quarto l6«e; though it had 
teen exhibited Before the year 1598, Being mentioned together 
*with ele'ven other of his plays in Meres' s Wits Tr£ asury, 
tff. 1598. izmo.foL 282. 

^The follotuing is printed from an etnciettt hla^-letter copy 
in the Pepys ColleSiion -f, intitled^ ** A neisf Song, fitrwing 
** the crueltie of Gernutus, a Jewe, ivho lending to a 
** merchant an hundred crotxmSf ivthtldhave a pound of hit 
^^ ftefrcy hecaufe he could not pay him at the time appointed, 
** To the tuni of Black and yellow.** 



The First P ah t< 

TN Venice tdwiie not long agoe 

A cruel Jew did dwell. 
Which lived all on ufurie. 
As Italian writers tell. 

Gernqtus called was the Jew, 9 

. Which nevei: thought to dye, 
Nor ever yet did any good 
To them in ftreets that lie. 

\ 

His life was like a barrqw hoggc. 

That liveth maiiy a dsiy, i« 

^et never once doth 2iny good. 

Until men will him flay. 



"{ 
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Or like a filthy heap of dang^ 

That lyeth in a whoard ; 
Which never can do any goodi tc 

Till it be iprbad abroad^, 

» 

So fares it with the uforer^ 

He dannot ileep in red;, 
For feare the thiefe will him pairfae 

To plucke him from his neft. i^ 

' His heart doth thinke on many a wile^ 
How to deceive the poore ; ' ' 
His mouth is almoft ful of mack^^ 
Yet fUll he gapes f6r mott4 

His wife mail lend a ihilling^ i^ 

P6r every weeke a penny. 
Yet bring a pledge, that is double llrOrth; 

.If that you will-have any* 

And fee, likewifi?, you keepe your day^ 

Or elfe you loofe it all : b^ 

This was the living of the wife. 
Her cow ihe did it call. 

VoL.L P Withifi 

Vierm 3»* Hef Cow, &c, feems f have fuggcjied to Shakejhgare 
ShVlock'^ argument finr ufury taken from JacUfU iuhiaiment of 
Laban^t&eep, AS u to wbfcb Avtovio repRes, 
** fFkt this infertedto mdke iniereftgoodf 
•* Or areyour gold andfiher Ewi 8 and ram f 
^ Shy. IfannotteUf I make it bkisd a» WAtTi* 



I 
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Within diat citie dwelt that time 

A marchant of 0T&t fame. 
Which being difbeiied in his need, 3S 

Unto Gernutus came : 

Defiling him to ftand his freind 
For twelve mpnth and a day. 

To lend to him an hundred crownes : 

t - 

And he for it would pay 4^ 

Whatfoever he would demand of him. 

And pledges heihould have. 
No, (quoth the Jew with Hearing lookes) 

Sir, aike what you will have. 

No penny for the loane of it • 45 

For one year you ihall pay ; 
You may doe me as ^ood a turnie. 

Before my dying day. 

But we win have a mierry jeaft. 

For to be talked long : , S^ 

You fhall make me a bond, quoth he. 

That ihall be laige and fbong : 

And this fliall be the forfey tuie ; 
Of your owne flefhea pound. 
If you ag^ee, miike you the bond, 5? 

And here is a' hundred crownes. 

With 



9 
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With right gocri will ! the.inar€haiit fays: 

And fo the bond was made. 
When cw^ve^month and a day drew on 

That backe it ihould be payd> ^ 

The marchants^ (hips were all at (ba^ 

And money carae not iit; 
Which way to take, or wl^tto 4oe 

To thinke he doth begin ^ 

And to Gernuttis firait he comes {^ 

With cap and bended knee. 
And fayde to him» Of cnrtetie 

1 pray you beare with mee* 

My day is come, and t have not 

The money for to pay : ^o 

And little good the forfeyture 

Will doe you, I due, fay. 

With all my heart, Gemutus fayd^ 

Commaand it to your minde : 
In thinges of bigger waight then this 75 

You ihall me ready fisde. 

He goes his way 1 the day onee pi^ 

Gemutus doth not flacke 
To get a fergiant prefently ; 

And-cUpt him on the. backe : to 

r M An4 
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And layd Um iBteprifbit &t>i^ 

And faed his bond withall > 
And when the judgement d^y wa&ooiiie« 
For jadgemeijt lie did calL 

The marchaet? fmnds came thither 6i£t^ 8^ 

With many a weeping eye. 
For other means they could not find» 

But he that day muft dye. 






S 



** Of the Jews eruehie ; fetting foorth the merctfidnejfr 
of the Judge towards the Marchant. To the tune if 
Blocie andyello'-w.^ k 

OME offered for his hundred ctbwaes 

Five hundred for to pay; 
And iomt a thoufand, two or three,. 

Yetflillhediddenay.. 



And at the laft ten thousand crownea 5 

They oiFered, him to fave. 
Gernutus fayd, I will no gold. 

My forfeite I will have* 

A pound of flefhe is my demand;. 
And that fhall be my hire. la 

Then^ 
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Then fayd the j ttdge. Yet, [^d my frt^nd, 
Let me of y<^a deiire . 

To take the Heih from fuch a place. 

As yet you let himKve : 
Do foy and lo ! an hundred ciownes 25 

To thee here will I gite. 

No : no : quoth he, no : judgment here : 

For this it (hall be tride. 
For I will have' my pound of fleihe 

From under his right fide. 20 

It grieved all the cdmpanle 

His crueltie to fee. 
Tot neither friend nor foe conld helpe 

But he mufl fpoyled bee. 

The bloudie Jew now ready is 25 

With whetted blade in hand*. 
To fpoyle the bloud of innocent. 
By forfeit of his bond. 

And as he was abbut to itrike 

in him the deadly blow : 30 

Stay (quoth the judge) thy crueltie ; 

I charge chee to do fo. 

P 3 Sith 

• The pajfage in Sbahefpeare bean fo firong a refimhlancc to this, ai 
to render it probable that tie one fuggefied the other. See AS iy,j€* !• 

<< Bass. Why docft th9u ^htX thy knife fo earnefUy ? dfc." 
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Sith iiaeds thoa wMt thy forfeit have. 

Which is of flefli a ponnd c 
Set that thoa ihed no drop of blond, 3$ 

Nor yet. the man confoviul. 

For if thou doe, like miuderer, 

ThoD here ihalt hanged be ; 
Xikewife of flelh fee that thoa cut 

Nonmrcthan looses to |l|ee : 40 

For if thou take either more or MTe 

To the value of, a mite. 
Thou ihalt be hanged prefently. 

As is both law and right, 

Gemntuc nowwaxt fianticke mad, 4S 

And wotes not what to fay ; 
Quoth he at laft. Ten thoufand crownes, 

I will that he ihall pay ; 

And fo I graunt to fet hipi free. 

The judge doth anfwere make ; ^P 

You (hall not have a penny given ; 

Your forfeyture now take. 

At the laft he do^ demaund 

But for to have his owne. 
No^ quoth the judge,, doe as yoo lift, 55 

Thy judgement Jhall be Ibowne* 

Either 






r 
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.Either take ypur poQnd of fle(h, quoth he. 

Or cancell me your bond. 
O craell judge, then quoth the Jew, 

That doth againfl me Hand ! 60 

And fq with griping grieved mind 

He biddeth them fare-well. 
<Then* all the people prays'd the Lord, 

That ever this heard tell. 

Good .people, that doe heare this ibng, 65 

For tructh I dare well fay, 
That many a wretch as ill as hee 

Poth live now at this day; 

That feeketh nothing but the ipoyle 

^Of many a wealthey man, ;^o 

And for to trap the innocent 
Devifeth what they can. 

From whome the Lord deliver me. 

And every Chriftian too. 
And fend to them like fentence eke '75 

That meaneth fo to do. 



« 



^ Since the Jirft Edition of this hook nwu frinttd^ 
thi Editor hath h^d reafon to helitve thai hoth Shake* 
s p E A R E and the Author ef this Ballad, are indebted 
for their Story of the Jenv ("however they came hy it J to 
an- It^ifn-Nwel^ which <ums,Jidl prtntt(d at Milam m the 
year 1554* in a hook intitlf^, II recorone, ael quale ii 

P. 4 con- 

Fer, 6i, griped, jfjbmot, cofy^ 
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contengono Cinqaaota Novelle antiche. Sec, repuhlifitd 
fit Florence aiout the year 1748, or g.-^The Author nnas 
Sbr. GiovAKivi FiORENTiNO, *wbo lurou in 1378; 
thirty years after the timet in 'which tbefcene of Boccace*^ 
Decameron is laid. (Vid, Manni Iftoria del decamerone di 
Giov, Boccac, j^q, Fior. 1744*^ 

That Shakeffeare had his Plot from the Nwel itfelf^^ 
is evident from his having fonu incidents from itf muhicb 
are not found in the Ballad: And I think it *will alfo he 
found that he borrowed from the Ballad fome hints ^ that 
nvere notfuggefted by the NoveL (See above, Pt, zd, ver,, 
ic, tfr. tjubere inftead of that fpirited defeription of the 
wnetted blade, {/f . the Profe Narrsuive eoldlyf^s, ** The 
** Jevj had prepared a razor^ i^c*** See alfo fome other 
faffages in thefasfio pieet^ This hovuever is fpoken tvitJb 
diffidence, as I have at prefent before me only the Abridge 
mefitofthe Novel which Mr^ Johnson has given us at 
the End of his. Commentary on Shakefpeare* s Phxy. The 
. , Tranjlation of th^ Italian Story at large, is not eafy to he 
met vnth, having I believe never been publilhed, though it 
*was printed fome years ago viith this title,"^^** The Nove l» 
** from vuhich the Merchant ofVeniee varitten by ShakeJ^ear 
** is taken, tranflated from the Italian, To vihich is added 
•* a Tranflation of a Novel from the Decamerone of Boc'^ 
^* ^acciif. Itovdon^ Printed for M, Cooper, 1755^ 8^^,** 



XL 

THE PASSIONATE SHEPHERD TO HIS LOVE, 

This beautiful fonnet is quoted in the Merry Wivbs of 
Windsor, A, 3. fc, i, and is afcribed (together voith 
tie^MfhrJ to Shfike^eare him/elf fy all the modern 

fditors 
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$dit9rs of' his /mailer poems, hi Lintot^s Co ^lection^ 
them, limp, (no date) is a copy of this fonnet containing 
cnly four ftanxas (the \th and 6th being luantingj^ dc^ 
companied ivith the firji ftan%a of the Anf^wer* This edi" 
tion has fome appearance of exoBnefs^ and is affirmed t9 
be reprinted from an ancient copy, containing ** T«K pas- 
**^ siONATE PILGRIMB9 and Sonnets to sund«.t 

'* NOTES OF MUSICKE, ^ Mr. W I L L I A M S H A K E- 

*' SPEARE. hOND, printedforW, Jaggakd. 1599-** 
■' If this may he relied on^ then ivas this fonnet^ ISd 
puhlijhed^ as Shake/peare*Sy in his Life-time, 

And yet there is good reafon to believe that (not Shake" 

fpeare^ but) Christopher Marlow, 'wrote the fing^ 

and SirW ALTEK Ralexch the " NympPs reply :** For 

fo *we are poJiti*vely aj/itred by'Ifaac Walton, a 'writer of 

fome credit^ nvho has inferted them both in his Co m PL E at 

ANGLBRff under the chara^er of ** that fmoe^hfongf 

** tuhich ivas made by Kit, Mar low, no'W at leaft fifty 

** years, ago ; and • , , an Anjkver to //, ivhich «was made 

** by Sir Walter Raleigh it^ his younger days, • • . Old- 

** fajhioned poetry, but choicely good,** -^-^^^It alfo paj/ed for 

Marlonv*s in the opinion of his contemporaries; for the editor 

of the •* Mufes Library^* has reprinted a poem from^vG^ 

LANv's Hblicon^ i6oo, fuhfcTJbed Ignoto, and thus 

intitled^ '** In Imitation of C, Marlotjv,** beginning thusf 

*^ Come live *withme, and be my dear^ 
** And <ivr lAtill revel all the year, 
** In plains and groves, isfck** 

Upon the tvhole lam inclined to attribute them to MaRLOW^ 
nW Raleigh ; mtvoithftanding the authority of Sbake^ 
fp€are*s Book of Sonnets, For it is vjell known that as he 
took no care of his ovjn compoJitions,,fo vjos he utterly r/- 
gardlefs vihat fpurious things vnere fathered upon him. Sir 

John 

■f Firfl printed In they tar X^$%f but probably viritten fime time be^ 
fon. 
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John Oldcastle, PEitiCLESy and fhehovDOu pro- 
digal, <were printed luitb his name at full length in the 
titk'fagesy ivhile he *was li'ving^ ivhich- yet ivere after' 
*wards rejeBed hy his fir ft editors H E M i n G E and Co n d e L L, 
njt>bo txjere his intimate friends J, and therefore no doubt bad 
good authority for fetting them ajsde, 

'The folhh-wingfonnet appears to have been (as it^di- 

ferved) a great fa<vour it e luith our earlier poets : for ^ be- 

fides the imitation ahonj^-mentionedy another is to be fowd 

among Donne's poems j intitled ** The Bait^* beginmng 

thus, 

** Come live ivith me, and be my loate, 
** ^Andive lAjill fome ne^ pleafures prove 
" Of golden fands, fcff. 

As for Chr. Marlow, ivho ivas inMgh npntefor his 
Dramatic nvritingSy ke left his life by aftab received in a 
brothel, before the year 1593* See A. Wood, L 13S. 

COME live with me, and be my love, 
And we wil all the pleafures prove 
That hils and vallies^ date and field. 
And all the craggy mountains yield. 

There will we fit upon the rocks, - 

And fee the ihepherds feed their fiocka* 
By (hallow rivers, |p whofe falls 
Melodious birds fing madrigals. 



There 



J Btmentmi them hath in his will* 
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There will I make thpe beds of rofes 

With a thoufand fragrant pofies, lo 

A cap of flowers, and a kirtle 

Imhrodered all with leaves of mirtle ; 

A gown made of the fineft wool, 
Which from our pretty lambs we pull ; 
Slippers lin'd choicely for the cold» 15 

With biijQkles of the pureft gold ; 

A belt of draw, and ivie buds, 

With coral clafps, and amber duds : 

And if thefe pleafures may thee move. 

Then live with me, and be my love. 20 

The fhepherd fwains fhall dance and flng 
For thy delight each May morning : 
Jf thefe delights thy mind may move. 
Then live >yith me, and be my love. 

The Nymph*8 Reply. 



IF that the World and hove were young. 
And truth in every ihepherd's toung, j 

Thefe pretty pleafures might me move j 



To live with thee, and be thy love. 

' ^Bat time drives flocks fix>m field to fold. 
When rivers rage, and rocks grow cold, 



And 
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And Philomel becometh damb. 
And all complain of cares to come% 

The flowers do fade, and wanton field« 

To wayward winter reckoning yield : te 

A honey tongue, a heart of gall. 

Is fancies fpring, but forrows fall. 

Thy gowns, thy flioes, thy beds of rofes. 
Thy cap, thy kirtle, and thy pofies. 
Soon break, foon wither, foon forgotten, 15 

In folly ripe, in reafon rotten. 

Thy belt of draw, and ivie buds. 

Thy coral clafps, and amber fhids ; 

AH thcfc in me no means can move 

To come to thee, and be thy love. 20 

But could youth laft, and love ftill breed. 
Had joyes no date, nor age no need ; 
Then thofe delights my mind might move 
To live with thee, and be thy love. 



# 



XIL- 
TITUS ANDRONICUS's COMPLAINT. 

The reader has here an ancient ballad on the fame /uBje3 
a* the play ofTiTvs Asdkonicvs, and it is probable 



A N D B A L L A D S. 221 

that the one nvas horroFwed from the other: hut nxjhigh of 
them tjoas the original^ it is not eafy to decide. And jet ^ if 
the argument offered abo^e in f* ZQ^ for the priority of the 
hallad of.theJEWOh'YEKicV' may he admitted^ fome^vhaf 
of the fame kind may be urged here ; for this ballad differs 
from the play in fe*ueral particulars J nAxhicb afmple Ballad-- 
ivriter njuould be lefi likely to alter than an in'venti^e Tra» 
gedian* Thus in the ballad is no mention of the conteft fcr 
the empire bet'ween the tijuo brothers , the ccmpofing of ^wbich 
makes the ungrateful treatment of *V it vs aft ernvards t he- 
more flagrant : neither is there any notice taken of his facri- 
flcing one of TamoreCs fons, nx^ich the tragic poet has af 
figned as the original caufeof all her eruehiei. In the plt^ 
Titus Ipfes t'voenty-one of hisfons in ivar, and kills another 
for afjifting Baffianus, to carry off La*vinia : the reader wilt 
find it different in the ballad. In the latter f^e is betrothed 
to the Emperor* s Son : in the play to his Brother, In the 
tragedy only Tioo of Msfonsfall into the pit ^ and the Third 
being banijhed returns to Rome loith a 'vi^orious army^ tat 
a'venge the <wrongs of his houfe : in the ballad all Three 
are entrapped andfuffer death. In the fcene the Emperor 
kills Titus f and is in return fiabhed by Titus'* sfurithving 
fon* Here Titus kills the Emperor ^ and afterijuards him- 
/elf. 

het the Reader lueigh thefe circumjlances and Jpme others 

'oSherein he mjill find them unlike, and* then pronounce for him" 

felf After all, there is reafi>n to conclude that this play 

<was rather improved by Shakef pear e ijuitb afeiv fine touches 

of his peny than originally 'writ by him; for not to mention 

« that the ftyleis lefs figurati*ve than his others generally are^ 

\4his tragedy is mentioned ijoith difcredit in the InduSion to 

Ben yonfon*s Bartholomew-fair, m i6i4> atone that 

had then- been exhibited *^ fi*ve andt'wenty, or thirty years :" 

nvhich, if ive take the lo^wefi number, thro^ws it back to 

the year 1589, at 'which time ShakeJ^fcar-e <u;as but 2^ : an 

earlier 
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e4trJier Jafi, than can ht found pf any taber of hit pieces t .* 
and if it does not clear bint entirely tf' it, fife*wi at leaJiH 
qvas a jirfi' attempt. 

The folUfkuing is given from a Copy in ** 7%e Gotien 
** Garland" intitled as above ; comfarednvifbfbree others, 
two of them in black later in the PtJ^S CoUeBion,Jntitled' 
** The Lamentable and Tragical Hiftoty of Titus Andto* 
" nicus, (^c. — To the tune of Fortune. ^'^^Unheckily none- 
of thefe have any dates* 

YOU noble minds, aad famous martiall wig&ts, 
Ttiat in defence of laSlJLy^^oomtXx^ fights. 
Give care to me, that ten yeeres feaght for Rome, 
Yet reapt difgrace at my returning home. 

In Rome I lived in fame folic threeficore yeeres^ 5 
My name beloved was of all my peeres ; 
Full five and twenty valiant fonnes I had, 
Whofe forwarde vertues made tlieir father gl^. 

For when Romes foes their warlike forces bent, 
Againft them ftille my fonnes and I were fent ; 10 
Againft the Goths full ten yeeres weary warre 
We fpcnt, receiving many a bloudy fcarre. 

Jaft two and twenty of my fonnes were ilaine 

Before we did retume to Rome agaiae : 

Of five a^d twenty fonnes, I brought butthrde 1$ 

Alive, the Hately towers of Rome to fee. 

When 

X The earVitfi known, {iKikg John In Pato partt 1591. 4^«; Wi 
ht* Thhflay be afterwardt entirely new wrote, as we now have it* 
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When wars were done, I conqueft home did bring. 
And did prefeht my prifoners to the king, 
The qucene of Goths, her Cons, and eke a moore. 
Which did fuch murders, like wais nere before. ' 20 

TUe emperoar did make this queene his wife, 
Which bred in Rome debate and deadlie ftrife ; 
The moofe, with her two fonnes did growe foe proud. 
That none like them in Ronie might bee ailowd. 

The ihoore/be pleas'd this new-made emprefs' eie, 25 
That fhe confented to him fecretlye 
For to abnfe her hu/bands marriage bed. 
And foe in time a blackamore fhe bred: 

• 

Then fhe, whole thoughts to muTcfer v^et-e inclinde, 
Confented with the motite of bloody mihde 30 

Againft myfelfe, my kin^ and all my friendes. 
In cmell fort to bring thenf to their endes, 

Soe when in age I thought to live in peace. 
Both care and griefe began then to increafe : 
Amongft my fonnes I had one daughter bright, 5; 

Which joy'd, and pleafed bell my aged fight : 

My deare Lavinia was betrothed than 
To Cefars fonite, a young and noble mail : 
Who* in a hunting by the emperours wife. 
And her two fontfe^, bereaved was of life. 4a 

2 He 
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He being flaine, was caft in Cruel wife. 
Into a darkfome den from ligbt of fides : 
The cruell moore did come that way as then 
With my three fonnes, who fell into the den. 

The moore then fetcht the emperour with fpeed, 4; 
For to accufe them of that murderous deed ; 
And when my fonnes within the den were found. 
In wrongfull prifoa they were caft and bound. 

Bot nowe» behold ! what wounded mod my mind^ 
The empreJes two fonnes of favage kind 50 

My daughter ravifhed without remorfe. 
And took away her honour, quite perforce. 

When they had tafted of foe fweete a flowre, 
Pearing this fweete (hould fhortly turne to fowre, 
They cutt her tongue, whereby (he could not tell 55 
How that dlihonoure unto her befell. 

Then both her hands they bafely catt off quite. 
Whereby their wickednefse ihe could not write ; 
Nor with her needle on her faunpler fowe 
The bloadye workers of her diiefull woe. 6» 

My brother Marcus found her in the wood. 

Staining the grafiie ground with purple blond. 

That trickled from her itumpes, and bloudlefse armes» 

Noe tongue at all fhe had to tell her harmes. 

Bat 
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^ttt when I fawe her in that woefall caGi, 65 

With teares of bloud I wet mine aged face : 

For my Lavinia I lamented more. 

Then for my tivo and twenty Tonnes before. 

When as I fawe ihe could noi write norfpeake. 
With griefe mine aged heart began to breake ; " yd 
We fpred an heape of fandupon the ground^ 
Whereby thofe bloody tyrahu out we found. 

For with a ftaiFe without the heipe of hanii 

She writt thefe wordes upon the plat of fand : 

** The luftfull fonnes of the proud emperefTe 7$ 

*' Are doers of this hateful wickednefle.^* 

I tore the milk->iwhite hairs from off mine head, 
I curft the honre, wherein I firft was bred, 
•I wiiht this handy that fought for eountrie's fame. 
In cradle rockt, had firft been ftroken lame. 86 

The moore delighting ftiU in villainy. 
Did fay, to fett my fonnes from prifon free 
I fhould unto the king my right hand give. 
And then my three impriibned fonnes ihonld live. 

The moore I caus'd to ftrike it off with fpeede, S j 
Whereat I grieved not to fee it bleed. 
But for my fonnes would willingly impart. 
And for their ranfome fend my bleeding heart. 
Vol. I. Q^ Bui 
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But as my life did linger thus in psune. 
They fent to me my bootlelTe hand againe, 90 

And therewithal the heades of my three fonnes-. 
Which fiUd my dying heart with freflier moanes. 

Then pafb reliefe I npp and downe did goe. 

And with my tears writ in the duft my woe: 

I (hot my arrowes I towards heaven hie, 95 

And for revenge to hell did often crye. ' - 

The emprefle then, thinking that I was mad. 
Like fnries flie and both her fonnes were clad, 
(She nam'd Revenge, and Rape and Murder they) 
To undermine and heare what I wonld fay. ico 

I fed their fboliih veines f a certainefp^ce, 
Untiil my friendes did find afecret place. 
Where both her fonnes unto a poft were bound. 
And juft revenge in cruell fort was found. 

I cut their thioates, my daughter held the pan 1^5 
Betwixt her ftumpes, wherein the bfoud it ran : 
And then I ground their bones to powder fmall. 
And made apafte for pyes fireight therewithal!. 



Th#ii 



J If the ballad was written Before the flay, I JbouU fufpoje thii ^ 
be only a metapbdrical expreffion, taken from that in the Pfatms, ** 7^0^ 
fifoot out tbf'tr arrows, even bitter words,** Pf» 64. 3. 

-f i, e» encouraged them in tbnrfoolijb humours, or fanciest 
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Then with their fieihe I made two mighty pyes^ 
And at a banquet fenrde.iii ftatel/ wife : no 

Before the empreiTe (et this Idathfome meat ; 
So of her foiihes own flefli file well did eat; 

Myfelfe bereav'd my daujjhter then (it lift. 

The emprefie then I flewe with bloudy knife^ 

And ftabb'd the emperdut immediatelie, 1 1 $ 

And then myfelf : even foe did Tittts die; 

Then this reveng6 agdind the Moore was foand^ 
Alive they fett him halfe intd the groiind. 
Whereas he flood nil till fach time he flarvM. 
And foe God fend all murderers may be ferv'd. 120 



xiii. 

TAKE TtibSE LIPS AWAY, 

Hhefirft ftoAza of thii little finnetf wbieh an eminent' 
triticX jnfth admires for its ixtreme fweetnefs^ isfoiindin 
Sbakejpeart^s Measure for Measure, A. 4. fc. i. 
Both the ftanxds are freftr'V^d in B'eaum, and Fletcher^ s 
Bloody* Brother, A. 5. fc, 2. Seiiiel and Gildon 
hd'ue printed it amon^ Shakefpeare^s fmaller Poems ^ but they 
have doni the fame hj t*wenty other pieces that iver'e never 
*u;rit hy him ; their book being a ijjtetched heap of inaccu- 
i^acies and mijfakes* It is not found in Jaggard^s old edi". 
fion of Shakefpear*s Sonnets r^printtd by Lintot, 

Q.2 TAKE, 

} Bp, itar^i in ifu Shghifp. 
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TAKE, oh take thofe lip« away» 
Th^t fc fweetlye were fbrfworne ; 
And thofe eyes, the breake of day. 

Lights, that do miHeade the morns i- 
But my kiiles bring againe, ^ 

Seales of love* bat feal'd in vaine. 

Hide, oh hide thofe hills of fnowe. 

Which, thy frozen bofom beards. 
On whofe tops the pinkes that growe. 

Are of thofe that April wears : tp 

Bat firfl fet Qiy ppor heart free, , 
Bound in thofe icy chains by thee*. 



xrv. 

KING LEIR AND^ HIS THREE DAUGHTERS. 

, Tie Reader has here an anciefU ballad on the SuhjeB of 
King Lear, ^johich (as a fenjihle femede critic has well 
ohjer^ved \) hears fo exad an analogy to the argument of 
^hakejpeare' 5 play 9 that his having copied it could not be 
douhtedj if it ivere certain j that it nuas ^vritten he/ore the 
tragedy. Here is found the hint of hear'^s madnefs, luhick 
the old chronicles % do not mention^ m alfo the extravagant' 
grueltj exercifed an him hy, his daughters : In the death of 

Lear 

■f Shaktfpear Ulujirattd^ Vol, 3. p* 30a. 

J See jeffery of Monmouth, Holinvjbedy &c, wh^ relate Leir^s 
hifiory in many rejpe^s the fame at the halladm 
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Ltar they liknui/e 'oery txaStly coincide ^-^i'he misfortunt is, 
that there is nothing to o^^ us in tt/certaining. the date of 
the ballad but 'what Uttlt e*vidence arifes from 'witbin\ this 
the Reader mufl *weigh and Judge for him/elf. 

It may be proper to obfef^ve^ that Shakejpeare *wus not the 
firft of our Dramatic Poets luhofued the Story of LEIR to 
the Stage. His firft A^o Edition is dated 160 3; but thru 
years before that had been printed a play intitledy " The 
** true Chronicle Hiftory of Leir and his three daughters 
** GonorUly tiagduy and Cordelia, ds it hath been diners 
** and Jundry times lettely aSed* 1605. ^o,*^''^This is a 
•very poor and dull performance f but happily excited Shake* 
fpeare to undertake the fubjeSf, ijuhich be has ginjen ^with 
very different incidents. It is remarkable, that neither the 
tircumftances of Leit^s madnefs ; nor his retinue of ufeleQ 
numbjer of knights ; nor the affeBing deaths of Cordelia 
and Leiry are found in that firft dramatic piece : in all 
nvhich Shakefpeare concurs njoitb this J?allad, 

But to form a tfue Judgment of Shakejpeare'*s Merit, the 
curious Reader ftfould caft his eye over that previous Sketch : 
which he <will fifid printed at the end of thb Tw£*iTir 
Plays o/* Shakefpeare, republifi?ed from' the quarto impref 
Jions ^George St e evens, Efq\ ivithfuch elegance and 
exa&nefs, as kudus io expeSl a fine edition of all thi'<works 
of our great Dramatic Poet. 

Thefollovjing Ballad is given from an ancient copy in the 
** Golden Garland," bl. let. intitled^ *' A lamentable fong of 
** the Death of King Leir, and bis three daughters. To 
** the Tune of When fiying fame.'' 

KING Leir once ruled in tliis land. 
With princely power apd peace ; 
And had. all things with hearts cohtentl^ « 
That might his joys increafc, 

Q 3 Amon^ft 
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Amongft thofe things that natiii« gave, j 

Tbfee daughters fair had he, 
$0 princely feeming beaatifiil^ 

As fair<sr coa}d not be* 

$6 on a time it pleased the king 

A qaeition thus to move, ip 

Which of his 4a4ghter9 to his grace 

Could ihew th^ deareft Iqye : 
For to my age you bring content. 

Quoth he^ then let me hear 
Which of you three in plighted troth 15 

The kindeft yn}! appear. ^ 

To whom the eldeft thus begap ; 

Dear father, mind, quoth 4ie, 
Before your face, to do you good. 

My blood ihall render'4 be : 20 

And for your fake 'my bleeding hcar^ . 

Shall here be cut in twain. 
Ere that I fee your reverend aget 

The fmallcft grief fuftaia, 

I 

And fo will I, the fecond faid ; 95 

Dear father* for your fake. 
The worft of all extremities 

ni ^ntly undertake : 
And ferve your highnefs night and day 

"^ith diligence and love ; jp 
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That fweet content and quietnefs 
Difcomforts may remove* 

In doing fo, you glad my foul. 

The aged king reply'd; 
But what fayft thou, my youngeft girl, 3$ 

How is thy loire ally'd i 
My love (quoth young Cordelia then) 

Which tp your grace I owe. 
Shall be the duty of a child. 

And that is all PU fhow. 4^ 

And wilt thou (hew no more, quoth he, 

Than doth thy duty bind ? 
I well perceive thy love is AnaU, 

When as no more I find : 
Henceforth I baniih thee my court, ' 45 

Thou art no child of mine ; 
Nor any part of this my rej^m 

By favour fhall be thine. 

Thy elder fifters loves are more 

Than well I can demand, S« 

To whom I equally beftow 

My kingdome and my land. 
My pompal date and all my goods. 

That lovingly I may 
With thofe thy fitters be mabtain'd ^5 

Until my dying day; 

0^4 Thu» 
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Thus iiatterifig fpeeches won renown^ 

By thefe two Mexa here : 
The third had caufelefs banifhment. 

Yet was her Jove more dear : ^ 

For poor Cordelia pajtiently 

Went viraiidring up and do«rn, 
Unhelp'd, unpity'd, gentle maid^ 

Throagh many an ^gliih town ; 

Untill at lad: in famous France 6c 

. . She gentler fortunes fomid ; 

Though poor and bare, yet ihe was deemM 

The iaireft on th^ ground : 
Where when the king her virtpe9 heard^ 

And this fair lady feen, ^p 

With full confent of all iiis courf 

He made his wife and queen* 

Her father ' old^ king Lear this while 

With his two daughters ftaid; 
Forgetful of their promis'd loves^ je 

Full foon the fame decay'd; 
And living in queen Ragan's court^ , 

The eldeft of the tU^ain, 
^he took from him his chiefeft mean$, 

And moft of all his train. 80 



For whereas twenty men were woiit 
To Yf9k ^ith bended knee : 



§ht 
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She gave allowance bat to ten. 

And after fcarce to three : 
Nay, one fhe thought too much for him, §5 

So took fhe all away. 
In hope that in her court, good king. 

He would no longer flay* 

Am I rewarded thus, quoth he. 

In giving all I have , ^ 

Unto my children, and to beg 

For what I lately gave ? 
I'll go unto my Gonorell ; 

My fecond child, I know. 
Will be more kind and pitiful, 95 

And lyill relieve my woe. 

Full fafl he hies then to her court ; 

Where when fhe heard his moan 
Retum'd him anfwer. That fhe griev'd. 

That all his means were gone : 100 

But no way could relieve his wants ; 

Yet if that he would ftay 
Within her kitchen, he fhonld have 

What fcttllions gave away. , 

When he had heard, with bitter tears^ 105 

He made his anfwer then ; 
In what I did let me be made 

Example to. all men. 

' ^ a I will 
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I will return again, quoth he. 

Unto my Ragan's court ; ' no 

She will not ofc me thus, I hope. 

Bat in a kinder fort. 

Where fi^hen he came, Gxe gave command 

To drive him thence away : 
When he was well within her court 1 15 

(She faid) he would not ftay. 
Then back again to Gonorell, 

The woeful king did hie. 
That in her kitchen he might have 

What fca}lion boys fet by. t«o 

But there of that he was deny*d. 

Which fhe had promisM late : 
For once refufing, he fhould not 

Come after to her gate. 
Thus twixt his daughters, for relief 12J 

He wandred up and down ; 
Being glad to feed on beggars food. 

That lately wore a crown. 

And calling to remembrance then 

His yonngeft daughters words, ijo 

That faid the duty of a child 

Was all that love affords : 

But doubting to repair to her. 

Whom he had banifli'd fo. 

Grew 
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Crew fraotick mad ; for in his mind 155 

He bore the wounds of woe ; 

Which made him rend his milk-white locks. 

And trefles fn>m his head. 
And all with blood beftain his cheeks. 

With age and honour fpread : 140 

To hills and woods and watry founts. 

He made his hourly moan. 
Till hills and woods, and fenflefs things, 

Did feeni to figh and groan* 

• • • ' 

^ven 4itts pofleft with difcontentse, 145 

He paffed o're to France, 
In hopes from fair Cordelia there. 

To find fom^ g^Eitler chance: 
Moft virtuous dame ! which when ihe heard 

Of this her father's grief, 150 

Asdutybpun4» ihe quickly fent 

Him comfort a])d relief; 

And by a train of noble peers. 

In brave and gallant fort. 
She gave in charge he ihould be brought 155 

To i\gaftippus' court ; 
Whofe royal king, with noble mind 

So freely gave confent. 

To mufter up his knights at arms. 

To fame and courage bent. 160 

Ai^d 
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And fo fo Eaglatid came withijpeed. 

To repofleiTe king Leir» 
And drive his daughters firom their thrones 

By his Cordelia dear: 
Where fhe, trae->earted nobie queett, 165 

Was in tlfe buttel flain : ' 
^" Yet he good king* in his old dsyt, 

Toffefi his crown again. 

Bttt ^hen he heard Cordafia'v death. 

Who died indeed for lore ijo 

Of her dear father, in whoie caafe v 

• ' She did ^is battel move ; 

He fwooning fell upon hef breaft^ 
From whence he nevsr parted : 

Bat on her bofom left bit Hfe, 175 

That was ifo troly hcartsd^ 

The lords and nobles when thdf faw 

The end of thefe events. 
The 'Other fitters unto death 

They doomed by coni4iiit3 : lU 

And being dead, their crowns they !^ 

Unto the next of kin : 
Thus have you feen the fall of pride, 

And diM»edicnt fin. 



XV. tOUTff 
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YOUTH AND AGE, 

'is found ih the littU cMSiion of ^hahfftare^ s Son- 
nets^ intitled the passionate Pilgrime J, the great eft 
part of nvhich feem to relate to the amours of Venus and 
Adonis^ being little effufions of fancy ^ probably fwritten, 
luhile he njoas compofing bis larger Poem on that fubjeil, 
^be folUywing feems intended for the mouth of Venus^ 
^weighing the comparati've merits of youthful Adonis and 
aged ^Vulcan. In the ^* Garland of good iJuiW* it is re- 
print edy ivith the addition of IV. fnore fuch Jianxasy but 
evidently lAiritten by a mean*r pen^ 

CRABBED Age and Youth 
' Cannot live together ; 
Youth is full of plcafance. 

Age is fall of care : 
Youth like fummer morn, ^ 

Age like winter weather. 
Youth like fummer brave, 
* Age like winter bare : 
Youth is full of fport. 
Ages breath is ihort ; lo 

Youth 

J 5« mhwty pag€ 117. 
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f 

Youth is nimbley Age is lame : 
Youth is hot and bold. 
Age is weak and cold ; 

Youth is wild, and Age is tame. 
Age, I do abhor thee, 15 

Youth, I do adore thee, 

O, my love, my love is youni : 
Age, I do defie thee ; 
Oh fweet (hepheard, hie thee. 

For methinks thou SoLytt too long. 2* 



XVI. 



THE FROLICKSOME DUKE, OR THE TINKER'S 

QOOD FORTUNE. 

7'hi /bllowiJtg ballad is upon the fame /uhjeSy as tht 
Induction to Shakefpeare*s Taming of the Shrew: 
•whet her it nuv^ be thought to have fuggefted the hint to the 
Dramatic poet, or is not rather rf later date$ the reader 
muft determine^ 

. Theftary is told I of Philip />&^Good, Duke of Bur- 
gundy ; and is thus related by an oldEngliJh ivriter. ** The 
** faid Dukef at the marriage of Eleonora, Jifter td the king 
'** of Portugallf at Bruges in Flanders, ivhich 'ums/olem- 
** ni/ed in the deepe of nuinter^ ijjhen as by reafm of lar- 
** feafonaUe *weaiher he could neither hanvke^nor hunt, and 

J By Ludov* Vvuei in Epifl, ©* hy Pont, Heuter, Rerum Burgunl 
lib* 4* 






« 
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** nMos novo tired 'With cards 9 dice 9 ^e. and fucb other dtf^ 
** meftick /ports y or to fee ladies dance ; loith/ome of his 
courtiers, he mjould in the e-uening lAfalke difguifed all 
ahout the tovune. It fo fortuned^ as he nuas tualkisig 
late one night, he found a countrey fello<w dead drumke^ 
** fnorting on a hulke\ he caufed his follontters to hrimg him- 
** to his palace, and there Jlripping him of his old cmhes, 
** and attyring him after the court fajhion, lohen he 
** nvakened, he and they luere all ready to attend npon his 
** excellency, aniperfuade him that he *vjas fome great Duke, 
•* ^hepoorfelloiAj admiring ho^w he came there, toasfer^ed 
in fate all day long : after fupper hefauo them dance f 
heard mupcke, and all the rift of thofe court-like flea- 
fur es : hut late at night, nvhen he ivas iveH tipled, and 
again faft afleepe, they put on his old robes, and fo con- 
*v^ed him to the place, njohere they firfi found him* No^ta 
thefelloiv had not made themfo goodfport the day before, 
as he did nonv, ivhen he returned to himfelf: all thejejl 
** *was to fee h^jj he looked upon it. In conclufkn, after 
** fome little admiration, the poor e man told his friends he 
** had feen a vifion ; confiantly believed it ; *would not 
** otherivife be perfuaded, andfo thejejl ended.** Burton's 
Anatomy of Melancholy. Ft., z.fe^. 2. Memb. 4. zd. Ed. 
162^. fol. 

This ballad is given from a black letter Copy in the Pepys 
ColleSiion, ivhich is intiiled as above, ** To the. tune of, 
" Fond boy.'' 

NOW as fame docs report a young d uke keeps a court. 
One that pleafes his fancy with frolickfome fport: 
Bat amongft all the reft, here is one I protdl. 
Which will make you tofmile when you hear the true jeft : 
A poor tinker he found» lying drunk on the ground, 5 
As fecure in a fleep as if laid in a fwound. 

The 
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The dake faid to his men, WiHiam, Richard, and Befo^ 
Take him home to my palace, we'll {port with him then< 
O'er a hoi;re he was laid, and with care foon Convey' J 
To the palace, altho' he was poorly arraiM : lo 

Then they ftriptofFhiscloaths, both his fhir t, (hoes andhofc, 
And they put him to bed for to take his repofe. 

Having pnll'd off his (hirt, which was *il over durt, 
They did give him clean holland, this was no great hart^ 
On a bed of foft down, like a lord of renown, 15- 
They didrlay him to deep the drink out of his crown* 
In the morning when day, then admiring he lay, 
For to fee the rich chamber both gaudy and gay. « 

Now he lay fomething late, in his rich'bed of ftate, 
Till at laft knights and fquires they on him did wait ; 20 
And the chamberling bare, then did likewife declare, 
He deiir'd to know what apparel he'd ware : 
The poor tinker amaz'd, on the gentleman gaz'd. 
And admired how he to 'this honour was rais'd. 

Tho* he feem'd fometlyng mute, yet he chofc a rich fuit, 
Which he ftraitways ^ut on without longer difpnte ; 26 
With a itar on his fide, which the tinker offt ey'd. 
And it feem'd for to fwell him * no' little with pride? 
For he faid to himfelf. Where is Joan my fweet wife ? 
Sore ibe never did fee me fo fine in her life. 3^ 



From 
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from a convenient place> the right 4ake his good grace 
Did obferve his behaviour in every cafe. 
To a garden of fla(e, on the tinker the/ wait. 
Trumpets founding before him : thought h^ this is great: 
Where an hour or two, pleafant walks he did view, 3 j 
With commanders and f^uires in fcarlet.and blew. 

A fine dinner was drefl, both for hint and his guefts^ 
He was placed at the table a^ove all the reft. 
In a rich chair * or bed^' lin'd with fine orimfbn red» 
With a rich golden canopy oyer his head : 49 

As he fat at his meat, the znufick play'd iweet. 
With the choiceft of finging his joys tQ compleat« 

While the tinker did dine» he had plenty of wine. 

Rich canary with (herry and tent fuperfine. 

Like a right honeft foul, faith, he took off his bo^, 4^ 

Till at laft he began for to tumble and roul 

From his chair to the floor, where he fleeping did fidpre. 

Being feven times drunker then erer before. 

Then the duke did ordain,. they_iho.dd ftrip him amain» 
And redore him his old leather garments again : 5^ 
'Twas a point next the wotft, yet perform it they muft. 
And they carry 'd him ftrait, where they found him at firft; 
Then he ilept all the mght, as indeed well he might; 
But when he did waken, his joys took the^- Sight. 

Voh. I. R For 
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Tot his glory ^ to him' to pleafant did feem; ;$ 

That he thought it to be but a meer g<rfdeii 'dream ; 
Till at leBgtkhc was broaghtio thcdafcc, where hefboght 
For a pardon, as fearing he had fet hiim at noirght ; 
Biftliis high«efs he fiad, Thou^rt a jolly bold Wacfe, 
Such a frolick before I think neyer was plaid. 60 

Then his Jiighne(9 Belpofce him' a^ new foxt and cloak. 
Which he gave for the fake of this frolickfeme joak ; 
Nay, and fivrHundred ponnd, wiA ten acres of ground. 
Thou (halt n^v^r, faid he, range the toodtcries round. 
Crying old brafsto mend, for 111 be thy good friend, 65 
Kay, and Joan thy fweet wife Aall my duehefs attend* 

Then thctinker'rcply'd. What ! miift Joanmy fwdetbnide 
Be a lady in chariots of pleafure to ride ? 
l/toit Wt hare goH and land everyday at command? 
Then I fhall be a fquirc I well undcfftand : 70 

WcIM thank your good grace, and your love I embrace, 
X was never before in fo happy a cafe.^ 
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tMe friar of orders gray. 

tyyperjfed thro* Shah/peare^s flays are innum^ahle little 
frdrments of ancient baUudsy the entire copies of rwhich 
cowd not he recovered* Many of thefe being of the moft 
heautiful and pathetic fimplicity^ the Editor 'was tempted to 
feleSlfonte of ihemy arid 'with a fevQ fupplenientdl ftanzas to 
coftneS them together^ and form them into a J^ittle talh, 
ivhich is here fubniitted to the Reader^ s candour. 

One fmall fragment nuas taken from Beaumont and 
tletcher. 

IT was a friar of orders gray 
Walkt forth to tell his beades } 
And he met With a lady faire 
Clad in a pilgrimc^s weedes. 

Now Chrifl thee fave, thou reverend (niXf j 

I pray thee tell to me^ 
If ever at yon holy ftirine 

My true love thou didS fee. 

• 

k z ' And 
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And how fhonld I know your true love 

From many another one ? gi9 

O by Ms cockle hat, and ilaff; 
And by his fandal ihoone t- 

But chiefly by his face and mieny 

That were fo fair to view; 
His flaxen locks that fweetly curPd, i j 

And eyne of lovely blue* 

O lady* he is dead and gone ! 

h^y, he's dead and gone ! 
And at his head a gicen grafs torfey 

And at bis heels a flone. 20 

Within thefe holy cloyflers long. 

He languiflit,- and he dyed, 
' Itamenting of a ladyes loVe, 

And 'playningof her pride* 

Here bore him bare&c'd on his bier a§ 

Six proper youtjts and ta;ll> 
And many a tear bedew'd his grave 
' Within yon kirk-yard wall. 

And ' 



{ Thefe mrethe Mflingui/btng marks of a PUgrim, Tht thief flacn 
9f demotion being htyondfea, ihtfUgrims were wont to put cockle-Jhelh 
in their bats to denote the intention or performance of their devotiw* 
H^ark» Sbakefp^ VoU 8. p. 224, 
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And art thoa dead, thou gentle youth ! 

And art thou dead and gone ! 30 

And didft thou dye for love of me! 

Breaks cruel heart of ftone ! 

O weep not, lady, weep not foe ; 

Some ghoftly comfort feek : 
Let not vain forrow rive -thy heart, •^j 

Ne teares bedew thy cheek. 

O do not, do not, holy friar. 

My forrow npw reprove ; 
For I have loft the fweeteft youth, . 

That e'er wan ladyes love. . 49 

And nowe, alas ! for thy fad lofTe^ 

I'll evermore weep and figh ; 
For thee I only wijht to live. 

For thee I wifli to dye. 

Weep no more, lad^, weep no mort|, 45 

Thy forrowe is in vaine : 
For violets pluclct the fweeteft ihowers 

Will ne'e^ make grow ag^ine. 

-Our joys as winged dreams doe flye^ 

Why then fhould forrow laft ? 50 

5ince grief but aggravates thy loife, 

Grieve not for what is paft. 

A3 * 
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O fay not foe, tboa holy fxw ^ 

I pray thee, fay not foe : 
For fincc my troc-love dyed for mee, eg 

'Tis ipeet my teaf s il^ould flow* 

And will he ne'er come again ? 

Will he ne'er come again ? 
Ah ! noy he is dead and laid in his p^ypf 

For ever to remain* • ^ 

^^is cheek was redder t)ian thp rofe ; 

The comlieft yQoth was he !— 
]put he i$ dead and laid in his gr^ve : 

Alas, and woe is me ! 

Pigh no njofc, lady, figh no more, ' 6$ 

Men were deceivers ever : 
Pne foot on fea and one on land,* 

To one thing conilant never* 

HadA thou been fond, lie had been falfe. 

And left thee fad and heavy ; jp 

For young men ever were fickle found. 
Since fummer tree? were leafy. 

Now fay not fo, thou holy friar, 

I pray thee fay not foe : 
My love he had the trueft heart : JS 

P he was ever true ! 
F And 
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And art thou dead, thoa much4ov'd youth. 

And didft thou dye for mee ? 
Then farewell hone ; for ever-more 

A pilgrim I will bee. 9« 

Bat firft upon my true-loves grave 

My weary, limbs I'll lay. 
And thrice I'll kifs the greea-grafs turf. 

That wraps his breathlefs clay. 

Yet ftay, fair lady ; raft awhile s^ 

Beneath this cloyfler waH : 
See through the hawthorn blows the cold wind. 

And drizzly rain doth fall. 

O Hay me DOt, thou holy friar i 

O flay me not I pray ; 90 

No drizzly rain that falls on me. 

Can waib my fault away. 

Yet ftay, fair lady, turn again. 

And dry tkofe pearly « tear^ f 
For fee beneath this gown of gray 9J 

Thy owne trueJove appears. 

Here forc'd by grief, and faopelefs lov^, 
, Thcfe holy weeds I fought ; 
And here amid thefe lonely walls 
To end my days I thought. iao 

R 4 But 
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But haply for my year of grace J 

Is not yet pail away, 
Might t (till hope to win thy love. 

No longer would I flay. 

Now farewell grief, and welcome joy te$ 

Once more unto my heart : 
For iince 1 have found thee, lovely youth, 

We never more will part* 
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THE MORE MODERN BALLAD OP 
CHEVY CHACE. 

jit lie bfgittniag ef thit vtlmnt lui ganjt the eld original 
Se»g ef Chevy Chace. The reader hai here the raere 
imfreved editieti ef that fitt Htraie hellad. Jt will aferd 
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an agreeable entertainment to the curipns to compare them to^ 

get her 9 and to fee honv far the latter hard has excelled hie 

fredeceffor, and nAthere he has fallen Jhort of him. For thi* 

be has every nuhere improved the verffcation^ and generally 

thefentiment and di&ion: yet fome feiv paffages retain more 

dignity in the ancient copy ; at leafi the ohfoletenefs of the 

Byleferves as a veil to hide 'whate^ver might appear too fa-' 

miliar or vulgar in them* ^hus^ for in fiance, the cata^ 

Jlrophe of the gallant JVitherinzton is in tie modern copy «r- 

fr^ in terms v;hich never fail at prifent to excite ridicule : 

nvhereas in the original it is related viith a plain and pathetic 

^mplidty, that is liable to no fuch unlit^ky eje3 : See ibe 

Jianxa in pa^. 14. which in modern orthography 9 s^f» 

^fwoidd run thus, ^ 

** For JVitherington my heart is woe, 

** That ever he Jlain Jhould he\ 
** For vihen his legs ivere heivn in tvjo^ 

** He knelt and fought on bis knee** 

So again the fianxa which defcrites the fall of Mont- 
gomery isfomeivhat more elevated in the ancient copy, 

** The dint it v}as both fad and fore, 

'* He on Montgomery fet : 
** The fujan feathers his arrovj bore 

** H^itb his hearts blood i\fere vjetJ** /• I3» 

WE might alfo add^ that the circumftances of the battle * 
are more clearh conceived, and the fever al incidents more dif 
tinflly marked in the old original j than in the improved copy* 
Jt is <ivell kno'wn that the ancient Englijh vueapon nvas the 
long bov/, and that this nation excelled all others in archery; 
'while the Scottijh vaarriours chiefly depended on the ufe of 
fhefpear: this charaSieriftic difference ne^er ef capes our 
ancient hardy ^vohofe defer iption of thefrft onfet {p. <^.) is 

to thefolhuuing ejfe^* 

* ne 
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** Tht fropofiil of the tuup gallant earls tP determine th^ 
fijpute by Jingle combat being over-ruled^ the £ngliftf^ Jays 
bey njoho fiood lAjith their boavj ready bent^ ga'ue a general 
dijcharge of their arrovjs^ 'which Jlew Jeven Jcore Jpearmen 
of the enemy : but notnAjithJfanding Jo Jevere. a lojsy Douglas 
tike a brane captain kept his ground' He had dii/ided hie 
forces into three columns ^ ivho as Joon as theEnglifi haddij^ 
charged the Jirjl ^volley^ bore dviun upon them ivith their 
Jpearsy and breaking through their ranks reduced them to 
clofe fghting* The archers upon this dropt their boivs and 
had recourje to their J^words , and there JoUonjued Jo Jharp a 
cmJiiSij that multitudes on both Jides loft their lives .^ In 
the midjiof this general engagement ^ at length the fwo great 
earls meety and after a Jpirited rencounter agree to breathe \ 
upon 'which a parl&f enjuesy that «would do honour to Homer 
bimfelf ^ 

Nothing can be more pleajingly dijiinii and circumfiantial 
than this : ^whereas the modern copy, tho* in general it has 
great merits is here unluckily, both confujed and objcure* In- 
deed the original nvords Jeem here to have been totally mijr 
underflood, ** Tet bydys the yerl Douglas upon the bent," 
evidkitly Jignifesy " Tet the earl Douglas abides in the 
FIELD :" Whereas the more modern bardjeems to have unr 
derjloodby bent, the inclinationof his mind^ and accordt 
ingly runs ^uite off from ihejubjecl *, 

** To drive the deer viith hound and horn 
^* Earl Douglas had the bent,** v. 1 09. 

ONJE may aljo objerve a generous impartiality in the old 

original hardy vihen in the conclujion of his tale he repre* 

Jents both nations as quitting the Jield ^without any reproach" 

ful reJleSion on either : tho* he gives to his QV}n. countrymen 

the credit of bting thejmaller number. 

** Of 

• Jn the prefent Edltlony Infiead of the unmcaving linei here cenfund, 
an injertkn is mad* «f fwr StanfMi modirijiamd/rtm tbt ancient C^y* 
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Of fifteen humdrtd archers of England 
" Went awey butfify and three ; 
Of t<weniy bundred]^tarmen of Scotland, 
" But evenfifue and fifty*** f* 14, 

He attributes flight to neither par^y as hath beendone in 
the modem copies of this ballad^ as well Scotch as Englifi, 
For, to be even nxsitb our latter bard, tvho makes the Scots 
to PLEE, fome revifer of North Britain has turned bis 
cnvn arms againfl bim^ and printed an Edition at Clafgow, 
in which the linos are thus tranfpofedy 



Of fifteen hundred Stottijh fpeire 
^* Went home but fifty-three : 
Of tnuenty hundred EngUflmeu 
** Scarce fiftyfinfe did fiee.** 



<( 



Jlnd to countenance this change he has Jkpprejfed the two 
fianzas betnveen *ver. 241. and ver. zt^g. — From this EH- 
tion I have reformed the Scottifi) names in pag. 263. which 
in the modern Englijh bcilad appeared to be corrupted. 

When I call the prefent admired ballad modemml only 
mean that it is comparatively fo% for that it could no^writ 
pnufh later than the time of ^ EHzabethy I think may he 
made appear ; nor yet does itfeem to be older than the he^ln- 
tiing of the loft century *. Sir Philip Sidney, when be com- 

plains 
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• ^i late JFriter basftarted a notion that the more modem CoM '* vm 
written to be Jung by a party of Englifb, beaded by a Douglas in the 
year 1524} 'which is tie true reafon, why at the fame e^meibet it 
gives the advantage to the Englijh Soldiers above the Scotch, it^es 
yet fo lovely and fi manifefily fuperior a CharaSer to the Scotch Cm- 
mander' above the Englijh J"* See Say^s EJfay on the Htmbers of Pfi- 

radjfe L(Ji, 4M. 1745. p, 167. 

'this appears to me agroundlefs conyeBure : the language Jeems too *b- 

derufor tb» date above-mentioned ^ and bad it been printed evenfo earlf 

^s ^een ERxabeth's reign, I think I Jhould have met wkh fome coff 
.^abereitt thefrfi line ivouU ' have been, 

God profper long our noble queen, 

meoas the cafe wkh tbe Bliod Beggar «/" Bodnal Greeny fee the*stt 

ydume, p* i6p« 
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plains of the antiquated phrafe ef Chevy Chac£, could* 
nlver ha-vefeen this improven eopyy the language of nuhich 
is not more ancient than that he himfelf ufed. It is proba- 
hie that the encomiums of fo admired a luriter excited fome 
hard to re'vife thi ballad ^ and to free it from thdfe faults he 
had ohjeSed to it* That it could not he much later than that 
timet appears ftom the phrafe doleful dumps; ivhich in 
that age carried no ill found -with tty hut to the next genera- 
tion became ridiculous* We ha*v4 feen it pdfs unce??Jured in 
afonri^ that 'vo as at that tiifie in requefi^ and 'where it 
could not fail to ha'ue bien taken notice of had it been in 
the leafl exceptionable : fee ahoy e p, i8o, i ; Yet in abouf^ 
half a century after y it nvas become hurlefque. See Hudi" 
hraSf Pt. 1. r. 3. <». pj. 

THIS much premifedy the reader that ivouldfee the gene^ 
ral beauties of this ballad fet in a juft and ftrikingUghtf 
may confult the excellent criticifm of Mr* Addijon f . With 
regard to its fuhje5l : it has already been confedered in page 
^d. The conjectures there offered tmill recei*ve confirmation 
from a paffage in the Memoirs of Cary Earl of Monmouth y 
%vo* I759» /• 165. Whence ive learn that it 'was an an- 
cieht cuftom ^th the borderers of the t*wo kingdoms .'when 
tiey nx>ere' at piacey to fend to the Lord Wardens of the oppo^ 
fite Marches^for leave to hunt 'within their diftriSs* If 
lea*ve nvas grantedy then t onwards the end pf fummer they 
nxjould come and hunt for fe'veral days together ** wth their 
GREY-HOUNDS FOR DEER :" but if they took this liberty 
unpermittedy then the Lord Warden of the border fo in*vaded^ 
fwould not fail to interrupt their fport and chafiife their hold'* 
neff* He mentions a remarkable infance that happened nvhile 
he avas Wardefiy <whenfome Scotch Gentlemen coming to- hunt 
in defiance of himy there mitfl ha'ue enfuedfuch an aSlion as 
this of Chevy Chacey if the intruders had been proportion^ 
ably numerous and ^well-armed ; for upon their being attacked 
by his men at arms, he tells usy ^* fome hurt fwas done, tho* 

" he 

-f- In the Spenmor, No. 70. 74. 
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'* hebajgioen efpeciall order that they Jhwild fl^ed as Uitii 
'* blood as pofftbU^^ ^hey nuere iw effeei overpo'wered and 
taken frifoners^ and only reUafed on their fromife to ahftain 
fromfucb licentious /porting for the future • 

The follouuing text is gi'ven front a copy in the Editor^ s 
folio MS, compared lAfitb t'wo or three others printed in 
black letter, — In the ficond -volume of Dryden^s Mifcellanies 
meey he found a tranjlation of Cbeijy Chace into Latin 
Rhymes, The tranjlator^ Mr, Henry Bold of Ne«w College, 
undertook it at the command of Dr, Compton, bijhop of 
London \ nuho thought it no derogation to his epiftopal cba- 
ra&er^ to a*vvw afondnefs for this excellent old ballad. See 
the preface to Bald's Latin Songs ^ 1685. ^'vo. 

GO D profper long our noble king^ 
Oar lives and fafetyes all ; 
A wofal handng once there did 
In Chevy-Chace befail ; 

To drive the deere with hound and horne^ | 

Earl Percy took his way ; 
The child may me that is onborne. 

The hunting of that day. 

The i^ut Earl of Northumberland 

A vow to God did make, l« 

His pleafure in the Scottifh woods 
. Three fummers days to take ; 

The cheefeft harts in Chevy-Chace 
To kill and beare away. 

'Theft 
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Theft tydings to Earl Douglas cime, i j 

In Scotland where he lay : 

.Who fcnt Earl Percy prefent word. 

He wold prevent his fport. 
The Eagliih earl». sot feariftg this. 

Did to the woods reibrt tm 

« 
With fifteen hundred, bow-men bold ; 

All chofen men of might. 

Who knev^ fall well in time of needis 

To aime their ihafts aright* 

The gallant greyhounds fwiftly ran, zf 

To chafe the fallow deere : 
On Monday th«y began to hunt. 

Ere day-light did appeare ; 

And long before high noone they had 

An hundred fat bitckes flaine ; 3^^ 

Then haying"din'd, the drovers went 

To rouze them up againe. 

The bow-men mailered on tbe hills. 
Well able %e endure ; : , 

Theire backiides all, Mfitk fpeciall care, 35 

That day were guarded fiife. 



Th(t 
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The hoands ran fwif^ diroagh the vroodig 

The nimble deeie to take *, 
And with their ctyes the hills and dales 

An echo flirill did make« ^0 

Lord Percy to the quarry we&t» 

To view the flaughter'd decre i 
Quoth he» Earl Douglas promi£^d 

This day to meete me here : 

[ Bat if I thought he would not come, ^ 

' No longer wold I flay. 
With that, a brave younge gentleman 
Thus to the earle did fay : 

Loe, yonder doth Earl Douglas come. 

His men in armour bright ; 5^ 

Full twenty hundred Scottifh fpeariss 
All marching in our fight 1 



Afl 



♦ 9l# ChMot Hi/Is Mtid dreumjacentH^afles ure atprefint vtidbsfbtf 
i)eer mid ffopdt : butfirmerl) tb^ haden^gh of ktb tojufiify tbeDi- 
fcHpitcni attempted bere and in ths Atuient Ballad of Chety -chase. 
Ltyland, in tbe rdrn of Hon. VIII. tbus dejcribes this County : — " I» 
** 'Nortbumbtrland^ as I heart f^ bt no Forefts, except Cbhvet Hills > 
** where is much Brushe-Wood, andfome Okke j Grownde ovot' 
** prowne Vfitb Linge, and fome with Moffe* J hove bea^de fay that 
" thi^et Hilles ftretcbetbe xx miles. There is greate Plent^of R e d d E- 

'* DxEE, ««iRooBuKKEs.** Itin, vol, 7. pag, 56. Tbispaf- 

fe^, which did not occur wbenpag. 21. 14. were printed off,, confirm 
thi aecwntt there given of tbe S t a c g £ and tbe Koz, 



I 
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All men of pleafant Tivydalc, 

Faft by the river Tweede ; 
Then ceafc your fport. Earl Percy ftid, 55 

And take your bowes with fpeede : 

■ 

And now with me, my conntrymen. 

Your courage forth advance ; 
For never was there champion yet. 

In Scotland or in France^ 60 

That ever did on horfebacke come. 

But if my hap it were, 
I durft encouoter man for man. 

With him to break a fpeare* 

Earl Douglas on a milke-white fteede^ 65 

Mod like a baron bold. 
Rode fbremofl of his company, 

Whofe armour ihone like gold ; 

Show me, fayd he, whofe men you bee, 

That hunt foe boldly heere, 7a 

Tbat, . without my confent, doe ckafi^ 

And kill my fallow-deerei 

The man that firft did anfwer make.l 

Was noble Percy hee 5 
Who fayd. We lift not to declare^ 75 

Nor ihew whofe men wee bee : 
Vol. I, S Yet 
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Yet will wee {pend our deereH blood. 

Thy checfcft harts to* flay. 
Then Pouglas fwore a folemne oathe^ 

And thns in r^ge did fay^ Sa* 

Ere thns I will ont^braved bee» 

One of us two Aall dye: 
I know thee well,- an earl thou art^f 

Lord Percy,- fo am L 

But truft me, Percy, pittye it were,. 8^ 

And great offence to kill 
Any of thefe our harmleife men. 

For they h«ve done no ilL 

Let thou and I the battell trye^ 

And fet our men aildc* 90- 

Accursed bee hee. Lord Percy fayd^i 

B) whome this is denyed. 

Then flept.a gallant fqiiire forth,* 

Witherington was his name,. 
Who faidf I wold not have it toli 95 

To Henry our king for fliame,> 

That e'er my captain e fought on foote, 

And I ftood looking on. 
You bee two earls, fayd Witherington,. 

And I a fqjiiife alone :< 1 00^ 

. . lie 
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tie doe the bftft that doe I may^ 

While I have power to Hand: 
While I have pow'r to weeld my fvvrord, • ' 

He fight with heart and hand. 

Our Englifh .archers bent their bowes, 16^ 

Their hearts were good and trew ;• 
At the firft Alight of arroWeS ferity 

Full thfeefcore SccJts they flew* * ^ 

^ {Yet bides Earl'Douglas on the be'nt> 

As Chieftain ftout and good* II0. 

As valiant Captain, all unmoved 
The Ihock he firmly flood. 

His hofl he parted Kad in three^ 

As Leader ware and try*d. 
And foo'n his fpeafmen on their foes 

Bare down on every fide. 



1x5 



S ± Throughout 

• ^he 4 ftanxds ben inclofed iri Brackeh^ ^vt/hich art^ 
horro^id chiefly from the ancient Copy ^ are /ogered to the 
Reader inftead of the folloiAjing unmeaning lines, tvhich 
mre thofe of the Author y i//«. 

To drive the deere with hound and hbrne^ 

Earl Douglas had the beat ; 
Two captaines movM with mickle pri4e/ 

Their fpeares to fhivers went. 
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Throughout the Engliih archery^ 

They dealt full many a wound : 
But ftUl our valiant £nglUhiaen 

All £rmly kept their ground : i z& 

. . And throwing ftrak their bows away. 
They grafp'd their fwords fo bright : 
And now iharp blows, a heavy &ower» 
On (hields and helmets light.] 

They clo^'d full fall on everye fide, 1 25 

Noe flacknefs there was found ; 
And many a gallant gentleman 

Lay gafping on the ground. 

O ChviSt ! it was a griefe to fee. 

And likewife for to heare, 130 

The cries of men lying in their gore,. 

And fcattered here and there. 

At laft theie two ftont earles did meet. 

Like captained of great might : 
Like lyons woodft they layd on load, r^^ 

And made a cruell fight : ^ 

They fought untill they both did fweat, ; 

With fwords of tempered ftcele ; 
Until the blood, like drops of rain, j 

They trickling down did feele* 1 4© j 

Yccld 
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Yeeld thee. Lord Percy, Douglas* fayd ; ^ 

In faith I will tbee bring, 
Where thou (halt high advanced b«c "^ 

By James our Scottifh king : 

Thy ranfome I will freely give, - 145 

And thus report of thee. 
Thou art the moft cour agious knight, 

That ever I did fee. 

Noe, Douglas, quoth Earl Percy then, * . ' 
Thy pr©ffcr I doe fcorne ; l^© 

I will not yeelde to any Scott, 
That ever yet was borjie. 

With that, there came an arrow ieene \ 

Out of an Engliih bow. 
Which flrucke Earl Douglas to the heart, - 155 

A deepc and'deadlye blow : 

Who never fpokc more words than theie, 

Fight on, my merry men all ; 
For why, my Ufe is at an end ; 

Lord Percy fees my fait. ' 160 

Then leaving life,' Earl Percy* tooke 

The dead man by the h&nd ; ' "' 
And faid, Earl Douglas, for thy life \ 

Woldlhadloftmyl^d. 

S3 
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O Chrift ! my rerj heart doth bleed i6{ 

With forrow for thy lake j 
I^or fore, a n|<^ renowned knight 

Mifchance did l^ever take. 

A knight amoj^ft the^cotts there was. 
Which Tav^ Earl Douglas 4ire9 1 70 

Who ftr^ighc in wrath did vow revenge 
Upon the l-ord Percy : 

$ir Huj^ Monntfomery w»s he c^U'd, 

Who, with a fpeare moft bright> 
Well-mounted pn a gallant fieed, 17 j 

Ran fiercely through the fight 1 

And paft liK SutU^h a^rhers all, 

Without all dre$u| or feare; 
And thro' Earl Percy's body thei) 

He thruft his h^efuU fpeare j i So 

With fech a vehement /orce and might 

He did his body gore^ 
The fpeare went through the other fide 

A large cloth-yard« and fnore^ 

3o thus did both tfaef^ nobles dye, i R^ 

Whofe courage none could ftaine : 

An EngUlh archer tl^en perceived 
The rioble earl iraft il^ii^e ; 

He 
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9ra[e had a bow bent iil his hand. 

Made of a trudy tree ; i^o 

An arrow of a cloth-yai-d Ibnjg 

Up to the head 4few hee : 

Againft S^^ Hugh Mountgqmery, 

So right the fhaft he fett, 
The grey goofe-wing that was thereon, 195 

In his hearts blood was wett. 

This fight did laft from bfeake of day, 
/ Till fetting of the fun ; 

Por wlicn they rung the evenin^-bcU t» 

The battel fcarp e was done. , ^►oo 

With brave Earl Percy, there was flaihe 

Sir John of Egerton *, 
<Sir Robert RatclifF, and Sir John, 

Sir James that bold bar6n : 

And with Sir George abd ftout Sir James^ 205 

Both knights of good account, 
vGood Sirk^lph Raby there was fl^ine) 

Whofe proweff^ did furmouiit* 

S 4 for 

■ff Sc. the Curfew bell, ufually rung at 8 o\hck» 

"• Ecr thefurnameif fee tbej^otes at the End of tbt* Ballad •#*. 
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For Witherington needt muft I wayle. 

As one in doleful dumpes * ; 210 

For when his legs were fmitten off» 
He fought upon his ftugipes* 

And with Earl.DoogIa8> there was ilaine 

Sir Hugh Mountgomery ; 
Sir Charles Murray » that from the feeld 21 j 

One foote would never, flee. 

Sir Charles Murray, of Ratcliff, too. 

His fiflers fonne was hee ; 
Sir David Lamb, fo well efteem'd. 

Yet faved cold not be. 220 

And the Lord Maxwell in like cafe 

Did with Earl Douglas dye : 
Of twenty hundred Scottifh fperes. 

Scarce fifty-five did flye. 

Of fifteen hundred EngU(hmen» 225 

* 

Went home but fifty*three ; 
THe reft were flaine in Chevy-Chafe, 
Under the greene wood tree. 

Next day did many widowcs come. 

Their huibands to bewayle; 230 

They 

• t r. " /, *t Me in detf cweerttj mufi lamint.^^ The c9fififiiS'm 
hprt bsi geiuralhf hem mifrnderfiood* 
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Tbey waflit their woandi inbriniih teares. 
But all wold not prevayle. 

Their bodyes, bath'd'in purple gore. 

They bare with them away : . 
They kift them dead , a th«>urand times, 235 

When they were dadd in clay. 

This newes was brought to Edenborrow, 

Where Scotlands king did raigne, 
That brave Earl Douglas fuddenlye 

Was with an arrow flaine : 240 

heavy newes. King James did fay, 
Scotland can witneffe bee, 

1 have not any captain e more 

Of fuch account as hee, 

Jjike tydings to King Henry came, 24$ 

Within as ihort a fpace. 
That Percy of Northumberland 

Was flaine in Chevy-Chafe : 

. Now God be with him, faid our king, 

Sith it will no better bee ; 25 • 

I truft I have, within my realme, 
Five hundred as good as hee : 



Yet ihall not Scot nor Scotland fay, 
But I will vengeapce take : 



ni 
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rU be Tevenged at them aif, 2^r 

For brave Earl Fcrc5r*s fake. 

Thif vow foil weB die klng^rfonii'd 

Afcer^ at Hombledowne ; 
In one day, fifty knights were flayne. 

With lords of great resowne : 260 

And of the reft, of fxnall acconnt^ 

Did many thoafands dye : 
Thus endeth the hunting of Chevy-X^hafe^ 

Made by the Earl Percy. 

Godfave the king, and blefs thi« land - 265 

In plentye, joy, and peace; 
And grant henceforth, that foule dilate 

'Twixt noblemen may ceafe. 



\* TH£ Jurframss in the fore^tiing M alia J are aheftl, 
either hy accident or defipt^ fro^ the old original Copy^ 
and in common Editions extremely corrupted^ T4fey are here 
•redijied, as much as. they coiddhfi, Thus^ 

Pag. 263, 

' Ver, 202. Egerton.] This name is refiored (inftead tf 
■Ogerton, com. Ed.) from the Editor'*s folio MS. The 
fieces in that MS. appear to have been c(ule3edf andsnawf 
jof them compo/ed (among wjhich might he this baUad) hy 
tan inhabitant of Chejhire ; nuho 'was ^willing to pay d 
K^ompliment here to one of his countrymen^ of the eminent 
Family De or Of Egerton (fo the .name nvasfrft ^written) 

4inceJlGrs 
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fin^tfixirs tf fif.frtfent Ihike tf Bridgwater : and this ht 
fQufd do nmth the more propriety ^ as theFnKCiES hadfor^ 
fnerly great interefi in that county : At the. fatal battle of 
Shrev^ury all. the Jiomjer of the Chrjhire gentlemen lofi 
their lives fighting in the cau/e of Hotspur. 

Ver. 203. RatclifF.] This ivas a family much difiin- 
guijhtd in N art humher land, Edw. Radcliffe, mil. ^was 
Jheriff of that county in 1 7 of Hen. j. and others of the 
fame furname aft ertjoards* (See Fuller j p, 313.^ Sif" 
George RatclifF, Knt, ^vas one of the commijjioners of in^ 
clofure in 1 55 2. (See Nicholfon, /. 330.^^ — Of this fa- 
mily ivas the late Earl of Dervventwater, m;ho tuas he- 
headed in 17 15. The Editor^ s folio MS. hoive'ver, reads 
here. Sir Robert HarclifFe and Sir William...*' 

The Harcleys ^were an eminent family m tZumberland^ 
See Fuller p, 224. Whether this may he J^ught to he the 
fame name^ I da not determine. 

Ver. 204, B^ron.] This is apparently altered (not t9 
fay corrupted) from W^xon^ in pag. 14. ^er. 114. 

Fer. 207. Raby.7 This might he intended to celebrate 
one of the ancient poffeffors of Raby Caftle in the county tf 
Durham. Tet it is ^wriiien Rcbbye, in the foL MS. and 
' looks like a corruption of Rugby or Rokeby, an eminent 
family in Yorkjhire^ ^^/' M» 33* ^^ *^'^^ ^^* ^^ tvondeT" 
ed'that the Re k c i e r Jhonid he thought to bring followers out 
of that county f ivhere they themfel'ves rwere originally feated^ 
find had airways fuch exienji<ve property and, influence* 

Pag. 264. 

Ver. 203. Murray.] So the Scottijh copy. Inthecom* 
fdiu it is Carrel or Currel ; and^kyxxtW. in ihefoL MS. 

Vcr. 
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Ver. z\'j. Murray] So the Scot, edit, ^^The com, copies 
read Murrcl. ThefoU MS. gives the tine in the foUo^ing 
ptatliar maimer, 

" Sir Roger Heuer of HarclifFe too." ' 

Ver. 219. Lamb.] The folio MS. has 

" Sir David Lambwell, well efteemed. 
This feems e*videntfy corrupted from Lwdale or LiddcU, 
in the old copy 9 pag. 15, 33. 



n. 



DEATH'S fINAL CONQUEST 

Thefe fine -moral ftanxas njnere originally intended for a 
folemn funeral fong in a play of James Shirley^s^ intitled 
•* The Contention of Ajax and Vlyjfes :" no date^ 8w. — 
Shirley fiourijhed as a Dramatic *writer early in the reig9 of 
Charles 1 : hut he outli<ved the Reft or at ion* His death 
Ibappened Oa, 29. 1666. jEt.'jz. 

This little polm vaas ^written long after many of thofe that 
follo^Wf but is inferted here as a kind of Dirge to the fori- ^ 
going piece. It is f aid to have been afamouriu Song with 
K, Charles 11. 



THE glories of our blood and ftatc 
Are IhaJows, not fubftantial things ; 
There is no armour againfl fate : 
Death lays his icy hands on kings : 

Scepter and crown S 

Muil tumble down. 

And 



J 



A N I> BALLADS. • 269 

And in the diift be equal made 

With the poor crooked fcythe and fpade. 

Some men with fwords may reap the field. 

And plant freih laurels where they kill ; le 
Bat their ilrong nerves at lafl mud yield. 
They tame but one another ftill. 
Early or late 
They ftoop to fate. 
And muft give up their murmuring breath, 1 5 
When they pale captives creep to death. 

The garlands wither on your brow. 

Then boaft no more your mighty deeds, 
Upon death's purple altar now 

See where the vidor vidim bleeds : zo 

All heads muft come 
To the cold tomb. 
Only the adUons of the j.uil 
Smell fweet, and bloHom in the duft. 



III. 
THE RISING IN THE NORTH. 

Tbefubje3 of this ballad is tht great Northern Infur- 
rtQion in the izihyear of Elizabeth^ 1569 5 <which fro*v9d 
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fi fatal to Thomas Percy the fe^enth Earl' (f ShrtBumber'' 
land, 

There had not long before been afecret negotiation entered 
into hetnxxen fotne of the Seottijh and Englijh nobility y to 
bring about a marriage bet^ween "Mary ^ of ScotSy at that 
time a prifoner in Englttndy and tier Diike of Nvrfolky a 
nobleman. of excellent charafftTy and fir^id^ atteuhed to thi 
Proteftant religion. Thi^ match mias piropofed to all the moft 
confiderable of the Englijh nobility^ apd among the reft to 
the Earls of Northumberland aHd Jre^morelandy tnvo nohle- 
inen n^ery p&voerful in the Uortlf^ At it flumed to promi/e a 
fpetdy ccndfafe conelufion of th^i /roubles in Scotltind^ njuifb 
many ^-vantages to the croTJun of England^ they all cpnfent- 
ed to it 9 provided it jhould pro*v& agreeable to ^ Elixabetb, 
The Earl of Leicefter (Eli-z.abeth*s fa*vourite) undertook to 
break the matt en to. her y but befxBrt hexduldfind an opportu-^ 
nityy the affair had come to her ears by other haueky andjbe 
ivas throiun info a violent fla?n^. The Duke rf Norfolkf 
ivith feverql of his friends y ixjas committed to the to^er, 
dnd fummons ^were fent to the Nirthern Earls inftantly to 
make their appearance at court*. It is fdid that the Earl of 
N fir tbumber land y ivho ivas a man of a mild and gentle 
nature y nvas deliberating nviih h'lmfelf ujohether he Jhould 
not obey the meffage, and rely upon ths queen^s candour and 
clemency y ^vhejuhi tAjat forced into. deJlerate meajkrss by a 
fudden report at midnight y Nov, 14.. that a party of his 
enemies njoere come to feixe on his ferfon f . The Earl nvas 
then at his houfe at TopcUffe in Yorkftolre, When rtfmg 
haftily out of bedy he 'wifhdre^w to the Earl of Weft more- 
landy at Brancepethy nvhere the country came in to themy and 
prejfed them to take arms in their ovm defence. They ac' 
cordingly fet up their ft andardsy declaring their intent ivas 
to reft ore the ancient religion,} to get ihe, fncceffion of the 
crovjn firmly fettled y and to pre*tjent the dfftniiHt.irof iht 

gnciv^f 

\ 'This ctrcumftafiet hoverjooied iir the h4llad^ 
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michnt mhilky^ He. 7heir commBn banner X (vn 'whiel^ 
nuas difplayed the ctofi^ together ivitk ther fi^e ijoovnds of' 
€ibrijt)<wat harm hy an ancient gentleman y Rkhard Norieny 
Sfyi of Norton-conyers^ ^whe *witb his fons (among nxihom^ 
Qhriftopher-t Marmaduke, and Thomas j are expre/^fy named 
by Camden) diftinguijhtd him/elf on this occafion. Halving 
$9tered Durhaiii they tore the Bible j He. and caufed mctfi 
to befaid there : they then marched on to Ciijffhrd-'moor near 
Wetherbye^ njuhere they muflered their men* Their intentum- 
ivas to iave proceeded on to Terk, but altering their minJe- 
they fell upon Barnard* s cafile^ ivhich Sir George Boixjee- 
held out againft them for eleven days* The ttixo earls , <ujho 
fpent their large efiates in ho/pitalityj and <vjere extremely 
beloved on that account y tfuera majlers of little ready nuney ; 
the E, of Northumberland bringing luith him. only %ooo 
croivnsy and the E. of Wejlmoreland nothing at all for the 
fubfiftence of their forces^ they nvere not able to march to 
London^ as they had at firjt intended. In thefe circum- 
fiances y IV eftmor eland began fo itifibly to dejpond that inany 
of his men flunk a^way^ tho* Northumberland fill kept up 
his^refolutiony and nvas mafler of the f eld till Dec ember 1 3» 
^xjhen the Earl of Suffex, ascompanied ivith Lord Huufden 
and others y halving marched out of York at the head of a 
large body of forces y and being follo^wed by ay fill larger 
army under the command of A/*ihrofe Dudley Earl cf JVar- 
ivicky the infurgents retreated north-uuard toivards the' 
Sardeysy and there difinijfing their follo^wersy made their 
efcape into Scotlarid. Tho' this infurreSIion had been ftp- 
preffed'wuithfo little bloodjhed^ the Earl of Suffex and Sir 
George Boives, marjhal of the army, put imjl nwmhers r? 
death by martial lanvy ^without a^y regular trial. Thr 
former of thefe caufed at Durham fxty- three: con ft abks. to bt 
hanged at once. And the latter made his boafc that for fexty 
miles in length and forty in breadth, het-ixixt Ne-'.iicaftle- 
find Wether hy, there iv as hardly a toix^n or inllap^e -vJjL'rein 
he had not executed fome cf the inhabitants, -Thk exceeds 

the 

\ BefMi f'is, the ha/IaJ nunthni tic Jepariiti Imnners If thi t^9 
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the cruelties frsSifed in the Weft after Mmanuab^s reUl" 
Hon : but ihuf nvus not the age oftendeme/s and humanity ^ 
Such is the account collided front StotVf Sfeed, CamdeMf 
Guthrie^ Carte, and Rapin ; it agrees in mofi pariiculari 
nmtb the foUotMiiug ballad, 'wbicb 'was apparently the pro* 
dstSion of fame nortbem minftrel, <wbo nuas <well affiled te 
the ttvo noblemen. It is bere printed from fwo MS copies, 
one of tbem in tbe editor's folio coUehion, ^bey contaimi 
confiderable njariations, out of *wbicb fucb readings tsicre 
cbofen asfeemed moft poetical and confonant to biftorym 



LISTEN, lively lordings all. 
Lithe and iiflen unco mee. 
And I will fing of a noble earle, 

The noblefl earle in the north countrie. 

Earle Percy is into his garden gone, j 

And after him walkes his faire ladie %* 

I heare a bird fing in mine eare. 
That I mail either fight, or flee. 

Now heaven forefend, my deareff lord. 
That ever fuch harm (hould hap to thee : \o 

But goe to London to the court. 
And fair fall truth and honeftie. 

Now nay, now nay, my lady gay, 

Alas ! thy counfell fuits not mee ; 

Mine enemies prevail fo fail, IS 

That at the court I may not bee. 

Ogoe 

J This kdy was Anne, danibtcr of Hfnrj Smerjetf E, of ffimefitr. 
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D goe to the court yet, good my lord» 
And take thy gallant men with thee : 

If any dare to doe you wrong, f 

Then your warrant they may bee; 2m 

Now- nay, now nay, thou lady fairej 

The court is full of Aibtiltie ; 
And if I goe to the court, lady. 

Never more I may thee fee. 

Vet goe to the court, ipy lord, Aie fayes^ 25 

• And I myfelfe will goe wi* thee : 
At court then for my deareft lord. 
His faithfull borrowe I will bee* 

Now nay, now nayj my lady deare ; 

Far lever had I lofe my life, 1% 

Than leave among my cruell foes 

My love in jeopardy and fkrife* 

But come thou hither, my little foot-page, 

Come thou hither unto mee. 
To maifter Norton thou muil goe 35 

In all the haHe that ever may bee* 

Commend me to that gentleman^ 
And beare this letter here fro mee ; 

And fay that earneftly I praye. 
He will ryde.in my companle. 40 

Vol. I. T One 
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One while the litde footpace went» 

And another while he ran ; 
Untill he came to his journeys end» 

The little fbo^ge never blan. 

When to that gentleman- he came^ jfg 

Down he knelt upon Ms knee-; 
Quoth he, My lord commendeth him» 

And fends this letter anto thee; 

And when the letter it was redd 

Afibre that goodlye companye, 5^ 

Z wisy if you the tmthe w6ld know^ 

There was many a weeping eye. 

He faydy Come thither^ ChriflopBer ETo£ton>. 

A gallant youth thou feemil to bee ; 
What docft thou co^nfell me, my fonne, . 55^ 

Now that good earle's in jeopardy I 

Father, my counfelle's fair and free ; 

That earle he is a noble lord. 
And whatfoevcr to him you hight, 

I wold not have you breake your word. 6» 

Gi'amercy, Chrillopher, my fbiine. 

Thy counfcH well it liketh mee. 

And if we fpeed and fcape with -life, > 

Well advanced thou ihalt bee.. 

Come 
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> 

Come yoa hither^ my nine good Tonnes, 65 

Gallant men I trowe you bee t 
How many of you, my children deare. 

Will ftand by that good earle and mee ? 

Eight of them did anfwer make^ * 

Eight of them fpake haftilie, 70 

O father, till the daye we dye 

We'll ftand by that eood earle and tjxce, 

Gramercy now, my children deare> 

You fhowe yoarfelves jight bold and brave j 

And whetherfoe'cr I live or dye, 75 

A fathers ble^ing you ihal have. 

But what fayft thoo, O Francis Norton, 
Thou art mine elded fonn and heire : 
Somewhat lyes brooding in thy breaflj 
■ Whatever it bee, to mee declare. 80 

Father, you are an aged man. 

Your bead is white, your bearde is gray ; 
It were a (hame at thefe y<5ur y dares 

For you to r)''fe in fuch a fray. 

Now fyc npon thee, coward Francis, 85 

Thou never learnedft this of mee : 
When thou wert yong and tender of age, 

Why did I make foe much of thee ? 

T 2 But, 
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But, father, I will weixd with you, 

Unarxn'd and naked will I bee ; 99 

And he that fhikes againft the crowne, 

Ever an ill death may he dee. 

Then rofe that reverend gentleman. 
And with him came a goodlye band 

To join with the brave Earl Perqr, 95 

And all the flower o' Nortlmmberland. 

With them the noble Nevill came. 
The earle of Wcftmorland was hee : 

At Wetherbye they multred their hott. 

Thirteen tlioufahd faire to fee. ic# 

Lord Weflmorland his aneyent raifde. 

The Dun Bull he rays'd on Hye, 

Three Dogs with golden collars brave 

Were there fett out moft royallye f . 

Earl 

■f- Ver. 102. Dun Bull, &c.] The fupporters of the NevIlles 
Earls of Wejimoreland were Two Bulls Argent, dacally collared Gold, 
armed Or, &c. But I have not difcovered the Device menticned in the 
Ballad, among the Badges, &c, givfn by that Houfe* This hoivtver is 
certain, that among thofe of the Nevilles Lords Abergavenny (Kvh 
Kvere of the fame family ) is a Dun Cow nvith a Golden Collar : and the 
Nevilles ofChyte in Torkjhire, (of the fFeJlmorelani Branch) gave 
fw their Creji in 1-513, a Doc'i (Grey-hound's) Head erafed, — So that 
it is not improbable but Charles Neville, the unhappy Earl of 
Wefimor eland here meniioned, might on this occajwnghve the above Device 
•n his Banner, — After all our old MinJireVs verfes here may have un- 
dergone fome corruption j for in another Ballad in the fame folio MS* and 
apparently written by the fame hand, containing the Septal of this Lord* 
lyejimor eland's Hijiory, his Banner is thus defcribed, more conformable t$^ 
Uvs kncivn Bearings : 

** Sett me up my fairc Dun Bull, 

, <( \yj' ^j^' GJIden Homes >licc bcares fo« hye," 
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Earl Percy there his ancyent fpred, i<»5 

The Halfe-Moone fh;ning all foe faire * : 

The Nortons ancyent had the croffe, 

And the £ve wounds our Lord did beare. ' 

iThen Sir George Bowes he ftraitwaye rofe. 

After them fome fpoyle to make .: no 

Thofe noble earles tiirn'd hacke againe. 

And aye they vowed that knight to take, ^ 

Th^t baron he to his caftle fled. 

To Barnard caftle then fled hee. , 
The uttermoft walles were eathe to win, 115 

The eirles have wonne them prc/eutlie. 

The uttermoft walles were lime and bricke ; 

But thoughe they won them foon anone. 
Long e'er they wan the innermoft walles, 

Por they were cut in rocke of Hone, 1 2« 

T 3 Then 

* Ver. 106. The Halfc^Moone, &c.] The Silver Crescent 
Is a nvell-known Creft or Bad^e of the Northumberland family. It ivas 
probably brought home from fome §f the Cruzades againft the S/iraxens. 
In an ancient Pedigree in verfe, finely illuminated on a Roll of Vellum, 
and *ivrittfn in the reign of Henry VII. (inpojfejfion of the family) ive 
have this fabulous account given of its original, — The author begins. iviib 
sceounting for the name of Gernon or Algernon 5 often born by the 
Percies : nvho he fays ivere 

.... Geraons fyrft named of Brutys bloudc of Troy ; 

Which valliantly fyghtynge in the land of Perse [PerftaJ 

At pointe terrible ayance the mifcreants on nyght. 

An hevynly myftery was fchewyd hyra, old bookys reherli; 5 

Jn hys fchdd did fchyne a Mone veryfying her lyght. 

Which 
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Then newes unto Iceve London came 
In all the fpecde that ever may bee. 

And word is brought to our royall queene 
Cf'the ryfipg in the North countrie. 

tier grace flie turned her round about, izf 

And like a roy all queene ihe fwore J , 

I will ordayne them fuch a breakfaH, 
As never was in the North before. 

She cans'd thirty thoufand men be rays'd. 

With horfe and harneis Faire to (ee ; 13a 

She caufed thirty thoufand men be raifed. 
To take the carles I'th' North countrJe. 

Wi' them the falfe Earle Warwick went, 
Th' earle SufTex and the lord Hunfden ; 

Untill they to Yorke caftle came 135 

I wifs, they never Hint ne blan. 

Nov 

Which to all the oofte-yavc a perfytte fyght, 

To vaynquys his cnmys, and to dcth them pcrfuc 5 

And therfore the Fenls [PcrciesJ the Crcflant doth renew. 

In the dark ages no Family was deemed conjiderahle that t'-id net derive 
its dejccnt from the Irojan Brutus $ or ttat *ivas not dijtingutjhed ly 
prodigies and miracles* 



J This is quite in claraSler : her tnajefly would fimefimes jtxair at 
her noiles, as well 41s lax thiir ears* 
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Novtr ipread thy aacyent* . Weftmor^an^* 
Thy dun bull faine would we fpy^ : 

And thou, the Eairl o' Norihumberland,^ 

Now rayfe thy half moone up on hye. 14^ 

Sut the4an buUe is fled and gone. 
And the halfe moone vaniihed aWay : 

The Earles, though they were brave and bold, 
AgainA foe many could not ilay. 

Thee, Norton, wi' thine eight good fonnes, 145 
They doom'd to dye, alas I for ruth ! 

Thy reverend Iqckes thee could not fevc. 
Nor them their faire and blooming youthe. 

WV them fuU many a gallant wight 

They cruellye bereav'd of life : 15^ 

And many a childe made fatherleile. 

And widowed many a tender wife* 



fK- 



NORTHUMBERLAND BETRAYED 

BY DOUGLAS. 

TJbis ballad may Ve confidered at the fequ§l of thi pr4' 
■ciding. Afitr tit unfortunate Earl of Northumbnlana 

T 4 bad 
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hadfetn blm/etff rfaken •fhisfollo'wersy be etideavourtd U 
luitbdrofw int9 Sattlandy but falling into tbe bands of the 
tbiennjb hordfms^ *wai ftrtpt and otber«wi/i ill-treated 
fy them. At Ungtb he reached tbe bou/e of UeSor of 
rfarla^Wy an Armfitong^ 'with luboyn be hoped to lie cok' 
cealed : for He£lor bad engaged his honour to be 4rue to 
bimy and nuas ufider great obligations to this unhappy nohle- 
man* But this faitblefs tyretch betrajed bis guefi for afum 
ofmone^ to Murray the Regent of Scothnd^ txjho fent him to 
the caftle of Lough le'ven^ then belonging to IVilliam Douglas.^-" 
All the ^writers of that time etffureusthat He£ior^ nvbo tuas 
rich beforCy fellfhortly after into po^verty, and became fo in- 
famous ^ that TO TAKE Hector's cloa-k, greivintoa 
frO'-verb to exprejs a man^ nvho betrays bis friend. See 
Camden, Carletony Holingjbedy ^c. 

Lord Northumberland contimsed in tbe caflle of Lough- 
levettt till the year 15725 "when J nines Douglas Earl of 
Morton being eleSied Regent ^ be ixjas gi'ven up to tbe Lord 
Hunfden at Ber^icky and being carried to Torky fuffered 
death. As Morton^ s party depended on Elizabeth for pro- 
•'tifSiony an elegattt Hiftorian thinks ** it nioas fcarce poffibk 
for them to refufe putting into her bands y fiperfon isfbo had 
taken up arms againjl her. But as a fum of money laas 
paid on that' account y and Jhared betiveen Morton and bii 
kinfman Douglas y tbe former of iiuhom during bis exile in 
England had been much indebted to Northumberland^ s friend- 
fhipy the abandoning this unhappy nobleman to inevitahh 
defiruQiony luas deemed an ungrateful and mercenary aS*^ 
Robertfon's Hiji, 

• So far hijiory coincides ^u^tth this ballad y nvhich was ap- 
parently ^written by fome northern bardyfoon afier the event > 
T^e iffterpofal £/* /i6^ w i t c h - 1 a D Y ^'V . 5 3 . ) /V probably bis 
OTJun' inin.iention : yet e^en this hath fothe countenance from 
hiflory ; for about 15 years beforey the Lady Jane DouglaSy 
Lady Glamisyfifier of the earl of Angus y and nearly related to 
jOpugias ofLou^h^iyvewy bad fuffered death for the pretended 
crime of ^n*fttiheraft \ ^ivbof tt is pr^'umedt '-f ibe la^ 
' alluded to iwverfe 133. . 7^' 
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Tbi following is printed (like the former) from two csfies : 
9ne of them in the EJittr^s folio MS : Which alfo contains 
another ballad on the efcape of the £f of Wefimordand^ 
*who gotfafe into Flinders <, and is feigned in the ballad f 
ha've undergone a great njariety of ad'oentures. 

HOW long fhair fortune faile me nowe. 
And harrowe me with fear and drea4 ? 
How long ihall I in bale abide. 
In mifer}' my life to lead ? 

To fall from my blifs, alas the while ! "5 

It was my fore and heavye lott : 
And I mufl lekve my native land. 

And I muft live a man forgot. 

One gentle Armftrong I doe ken, 

A Scot he is much bound to mce : ]« 

He dwelleth on the border fide. 

To him ril goe right privilic. 

Thus did the noble Percy 'plaine, 'I 

With a heavy heart and wcl-away. 

When he with all his gallant men .' i^ 

On Bramham moor had loft the day* 

But when he to the Armftrongs came. 
They dealt with him all treacherouilye ; 

For they did ftrip that nqble earje :, ^ ^ ^ 
And ever an ill death may they dy«. ^ 

- Falfe 
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Falfe He^or to Earl Murray fent. 

To ihew him wl^ere his gueft did hide : 

Who fent him to the Loagh-leven, 
With William Douglas to abide. 

And when he to the Douglas came, 25 

He halched him right curteouflie : 
Sayd, Welcome, welcomr, noble carle, 
. Here thou ihalt iafelye bide with mec. 

When he had in Lough-lcvcn been 

Many a month and many a day ; 30 

To the regent || the lord warden t fe^t. 

That bannifht carle for to betray. 

He offered him great ftore of gold[. 

And wrote a letter fair to fee: 
Saying, Good my lord, grant roe my boon, 3$ 

And yield that baniiht man to mee;. 

parle Percy at the fupper fate 

With many a goodly gentleman : 
The wylie Douglas then befpake. 

And thus to fiyte with him began : 40 

What 



11 James Douglas Earl of Mort-cn, " eli:^ed regent cf SnrlarJy Ncih 
«i|l4. 1572. 

j^ Of cnc of the EngHJh marches. Lord llunfden, 

/ 
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What makes you be (6 fed, tny lord. 
And in your mind fo rorrowfallye ? 

To-morrow a ihootinge will bee held 
Among the k>rds of the -Koith country e. 

The butts are fett, the fii©oting*s made, 4* 

♦And there Will be great royaltie : 
And I am fwornc into my bille. 

Thither to bring my lord Pcrcie* 

ril give thee my hand, thou gentle Douglas, 

And hereby my true faith, quoth liee, 50 

If thou wilt ride to the worldes end, 
% I will ride in thy companie. 

And then befpake a lady faire, 

Kfary a Douglas was her name i 
You fhall bide here, good Englilh lord, 55 

My brother is a traiterous man. 

He is a traitor flout and ftrong. 

As I tell you in privitie : . 

For he has tane liverance of the earie J, 

Into England nowe to 'liver thee. 60 

Now nay, now nay, tTiou goodly lady. 

The regent is a noble lord : 
Ne for the gold in all England, 

'The Douglas wold not break his word. 



Whca 



I 



J 0/ tbe earl of Morton, the Rtgent, 



X, __ * 
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When the regent was a banUht man, 6; 

With me he did faire welcome find ; 
And whether weal or woe betide, 
. I ftillihall find him true and Jdnd. 

Tween England and Scotland 'tvold break famcct 
And friends again they wold never bee, 70 

If they (hold 'liver a banifiit earle 
Was driven oat •f his own countric. 

Alas ! alas ! my lord, (he (ayes, 

Nowe mickle is their traitorie; 
Then let piy brother ride his ways, 7J 

And tell thofe Engliih lords from thee. 

How that you cannot with him ride, 
Becaafe you are in an ifle of the f^^a f , 

Then ere my brother come againe 
To Edinbrow cafUe || lie carry thee. S4 

To the Lord Hume I will thee bring. 
He is well knowne a true Scots lord. 

And he will lofe both land and life. 
Ere he with thee will break his word. 



When 



•}• i. e. Lake 9f Leven, lobtch bath communication with t be fed, 
J At that time in the banck of the tJ>f>ofitefa^hn, 
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Mach is my woe, Lord Percy fayd, S5 

When I thinkie on my own countrie. 

When- 1 thinke on the heavye happe 
My friends have fuffered diere for raee* . 

Much is my woe. Lord Percy fayd. 

And fore thofe wars my minde diflreirr;f - 9^ 
Where matiy a wi4ow loft her mate. 

And many a child was fatherlefle* 

And now that I a baniiht man, 

Shold bring fuch evil happe with mee» 

To caufe my faire and noble friends 9^ 

To be fiifpedl of treacherie: 

This rives my heart with double woe ; 

And lever had I dye this day. 
Than thinke a Douglas can be falfe^ 

Or ever he will his gueft betray. l^n 

If you'll give me no truft, my lord> 

Nor unto mee no credence yield ; 
Yet ftep one moment her« afide. 

He fhowe you all your foes in field.r 

Lady, I never loved witchcraft, 105 

Never dealt in privy wyle ; 
But evermore held the high-waye 

Of truth and honours^ free from guUcr 

X If 
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• ' If you'll not come yonrfelfis jaylorde. 
Yet iend your cliaraberUine witk nee ; 
Let me biit fpeak three words with him. 
And he ihall come again to thee. 



lid 



James Swynard with tiiat lady went. 

She ihowed him through the weme of her ring 
How many £ngli(h lords there were ii; 

Waiting for his ma^r and himu 



And who walkes fQnder^ my good lady^ 
So jcyallyc on yonder greene ? 

O yonder is the lord Hvnfden f : 
Ala^ 1 he'll doe yon drie and teene. 



And who beth yonder, thoii gay ladye» 
That walkes fo proudly him befide ? 

That is Sir William Drury H, fhe fayd, 
A keen captatne he is and tryed. 

How many miles is it, madame. 

Betwixt yond Englifti lords and mee ? 

Marry it is thrice fifty miles j 
To fayl to them upon the fea. 



-f The Lord Wardrnof the Eajl marches, 
Jj Governor of Ber'fvich 



IZO 



US 



1 never 
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1 never was on Engli(h ground* 

Ne never fewe it with mine eye, 130 

But as my book it fheweth mee. 

And through my ring I may defcrye. 

My mother flic ^^as a witch ladye, 

And of her fkille ihe learned mee ; 
She wold let me fee out of Lough- leven 135 

What they did in London citie. 

But who is yond, thou lady faire, 

That looketh with iic an aufterne face ?' 

Yonder is Sir John Fofter f, quoth fiiee, 

Alas I he'll do ye fore difgrace. 149 

He pulled his hatt down over his browe. 
And in his heart he was full of woe ; 

And he is gone to his noble lord, 
Thoie forrowful tidings him to fhow. 

Now ttay, now nay, good James Swynard, - 145 

I may not believe that witch ladie : 
The Douglaffes were ever true. 

And they can ne'er prove falfe to mee. 

I have now in Lough-lcven been 

The moH part of thefe years three^ 1 $o> 

And 

t ^arJen of the Middle march. 
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And I have never had noe outrake^ 
Ne no good games that I cold fee. 

Therefore FIl to yond ihooting wend^ 

As to the Douglas I have hight : 
Betide.me weale, betide me woe, 155 

He nc*tr fhall find my promife lights 

He writhe a gold ring from his finger. 

And gave it to that faire ladie : 
Sayes, It was all that I cold fave. 

In Harley woods where I could be ^. ife 

And wilt thou goe, thou noble lord. 
Then farewell truth and honeftie ; 

And farewell heart and farewell hand t 
For never more I ihall thee fee. 

The wind was faire, the boatmen call'd^ 165 
And all the faylors were on borde ; 

Then William Douglas took to his boat. 
And with him went that noble lord. 

Then he caft up a filver wand^ 

Says, Gentle lady, fare thee well! ij9 

The lady fett a figh foe deep> 

And in a dead fwoone down fliee felL 



New 



• i. e, Where J wait An Bncieni Idiom, 
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Now let us goe back, Doaglas, he (kyd, 

A iicknef^ hath taken yond faire ladle ; 
If ought befall yond lady but good» 175 

Then blamed for ever I fhall bee. 



Come on, come on, my lord, he {siyts ; 

Come on. Come on, and let her bee : ' 
There's ladyes enow in Lottgh-levea 

For to chear that gay ladie. s8o 

If yon*ll not turne yourfelfj my lord. 

Let me goe with my chamberlaine ; 
We will but comfort that faire lady. 

And wee will return to you againe. 

Come on, come Qn, my lord, he fayes, 18^ 

Come on, come on, and let her bee : 

My fiftcr is crafty, and wold beguile 
A thoufand fach as you and mee. 

When they had fayled t fifty mile, 

Fifty mile upon the fea ; 1^9 

He fent his man to afk the Douglas, 
• When they fhold that ihootingfee. 

Vol. I. U Faire . 



J There is no navtgahle ftream between Lough^ktf^ Mni ^e fmi 
km^M In^lad^makcr is not oblige J t9 nnderfiaiid G*egraphx% 
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Faire words^ qnotli ht^ they make fbols himt. 
And that by thee and thy lord is feea : 

You may hap to think it foon enough^ 19^ 

Ere you that ihooting^ reach, |ween« 

» 

Jamey hi$ hatt polled over his browe. 
He thoDght his lord then was beti^y'd;: 
' And he is to Earle Percy againc. 

To lell him what the Douglas fayd* 200' 

Hold up thy headf man^ quoth his loxd y 
Nor theKibre let thy courage fail : 

He did it but to prove thy hearty 
To fee if he cold make it q«aiL 

When they had other fifty iayldr ad} 

Other fifty Rule upon the fea. 
Lord Percy call'd to the Douglas himfeKb, 

Saydy What wilt thou nowe doe with mee I 

Locke that your bridle be wight,, my lonl'. 

And your horfe. goe fwift as fhip at fe»: 24#* 
Looke that your ^urres be bright and (harp, 
> That you may prick her while ihe'll away. 

What needeth this;^ Douglas, he fayd ; 
What needefl thou to flyte with mee ? 
. For I was counted a horfeman good 215 

. ^ Before that ever I met with thee. 

t ASdft 



I 

J 
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A falfe He&pr be hath n^ horfe. 
Who dealt with mee fo treacherouflie : 

A hlCe Armftrong he hath my fpurres. 

And all the goelre that belongs to mee. zz0 

?IQien they had fayied other fifty mile^ ^ 

Other fifty mile opon the fea : 
They landed him at Berwick towne# 

The Douglas lattded Lord Penzle. 

Then he ^t Yorke was doomde to dy^^ aa$ 

It was^ alas ! a forrowfbl fight : 
Thns they betrayed that noUe earle, '' 

Who erer was a gallant wights 



My mind TO ME A KINGDO^! 19. 

Tins ixceUent pbiUfiphicd fong appears fo bmift been fa* 
mMif in tbefixteemb centmy. It is queied iy Bin Jtm/on in 
hi* play of " Ei/ery man out of bis bumowr,' Jirft aded im 
1599. Jl. I. Jc. I. labere an impaiisMt, per/on fays, 

" / am nofiuh piPd epdque to belee<9e 
*'- Tbat ktgzm if tbe oneh bappineje. 



» 
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** Or^ 'with a numker of tbefe patient fooks, 
*• Tcjing^ " My minde to nuakinffdomi isy 
" When thelanke bungrie belly barkesfor Jhode2^ 

^ It is bete cbiefy printed from a thin quarto Mufick-bookj 
itttitledy ** Baffiis* Pfalmes^ Sonets and Son^s of fadms 
** and pietie, made into Mnficke of fcue parts : He* By 
** William Byrd, one of the Gent, of the ^juenes Maiefiies 
** honorable ChappelL— Printed' hy tbomas Eajl^ ^c" 
4/0. no date : but Ames in his ^ypog, has mentioned another 
edit* of the fame book^' dated 1 5 88, ^johicb I take to have 
been later than this of ours. 

Some improfvements and an additional flanza (fc. the 
^th\J «were had from tnxjo other ancient copies ; 07te of them 
in black letter in the Pepys ColleSion, thus infcribedy *' A 
ffweet andpleafant fonety entifuled^ ** My Minde tome a 
** Kingdom is. To the tune of In Crete, tff^" 

7i tbefe laft *werefubjoinedfoixr otier Jtanzas, as part of 
the fame poem, and tuere accordingly fo printed in our firfi 
edit, but as they are gi«ven feparate by Byrd, as an inde- 
pendent piece, they are accordingly fo printed here : See ieloW) 
Song VII . 



MY minde to me a kingdome is ; 
Such perfect joy therein I finde 
As farre exceeds all earthly bli/Te, 

That God or Nature hath affign^de : 
Though much! want» that moil would have. 
Yet ftill my mind forbids to crave« ) 



Cbntcnt I live, this is my ftay ; 
I fcelc no ^re than may fuffice 



«* ^ 



I prcffe 
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T prefle to ^bcare.no haughtie fway ; 

Look what I lack my mind f applies. lo 

Loe ! thu5 I triu|aph like a king. 
Content with that xny mind doth bring* 

I fee how flentic forfcts oft, * 

And haftie clymbers iboneil; iall z 
I fee that fuch as fit aloft ^ . I IS 

Milhap doth threatei) mo& of all : 
Thefc get with ^oile, 9n4 teep vyith feare : 
Such cares my naind could aev^r beare. . . / 

No princely pompe, nor welthie ftorCj 
No force to winhe a yiGtom, 20 

No wylie wit to falve a. fore. 
No ihape to winne a Javcrs eye i 

To none of thcfe I yeeld,as thrall. 

For why mj mind difpi&th all. , 

Somehftve too mueh, yet ftfll they cfave, - z$ 

I little have, yet feek no more : 
*They are bat poore, tho* much they have; 

And I am rich with little flore : 
They poor, I rich ; they beg, I give; 
Theylacke, Ilend; they pine, I give, » 3d- 

IJaugh.not at aaothers loiTc;, 
JL grudge not at anothers gaine ; 

U 3 IS* 
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Acnihion madet>f Ufts; a.'ftQQle . . - 

Halfe backed -with a hoope ^ 

Were brought him, and he iitteth d6wn 
. - Befides a forry coupe. 

t . . ■ 

The podre otd coti)dewiilit their breatd 

Were wheat, their whig were perry,- 
Their bacon beefe, their milke and curds i$ 

Werrcreante^ to make him taierry,: 

Meane idiite (ia ruffet neaiUy ck4* 

With linen white a9. fwRDoe*. ^ 
Herfelfe more w)^te, :)Awy.e jro&c^ w.hf ^e 

The ruddy coUtu-.ifinAe:,. [, jo 



WhometnakednMiire^ liotthc ijdex. . 

Of arte mad© to fcxccll) . . ,' . 
The good^an^: daughter ilitrfp$ to fee r 

That all were featJuid-wdL;.. j.' . 
The earle did marke her, and admire 3S 

Such beaiilii&fhere tb'diveH,! I .' . 



? ( 



Yet fals Ke to-tjleir homely lare^ ! 

And held him at a feafi:: J> ^- i 
But as his hunger flaked, To 

Atl ainorous heat incread', 40 



When thM-re^ft^^wag paft, aiid^hanks^ 
And welcoro* 'too ; he fey4^ ^ . 



r 



Unt9 
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XJnto his jboft and hoileire, in 
The hearing of the mayd : 

Yee know;, quoth he, that I am lord 45 

Of this, and many townes ; 
I alfo know^ that you be poore. 

And I caQ fpare you pownes, 

Soe will I, fo yee will confent. 

That yonder la£e and I * 50 

May bargaine for her love ; at leaft, 

Doe give me leave to trye. 
Who needs to know it ? nay who dares 

Into my doings pry ? 

Firft they miflikc, yet at the longtli ^ 

For lucre were mifled ; 
And then the gamefome carle did wowe 

The damfell for his bed. 

He took her in his armes^ as yet 

♦ 

So coyifli to be kift, 00 

As mayds that know themfelves belov'd, 
And yieldingly reiiil. 

In few, his offers were fo large 

She laftly did confent ; 
With whom he lodged all that night, 65 

And early home he went. 

He 
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He tooke occaiioa oftentimes 
In fudi a fort 'to hunt. 

» 

Whom when hi« lady often mifl, 
Contr^ to his wont, 7e 

And laiUy was informed of 

His amorous haunt elfe where ; 
It greev'd her not a little, though 

She feem'dit well to beare. 

And thus (he reafons with herfelfe^ 75 

Some fault perhaps in' me ; 
SomeWhat is done, that fo he doth : v 

Alas ! what may it be ? 

'^ How may I winne him to myfelf ? 

He is a man, and men I0 

HaVe imperfections ; it behooves 
Me pardon nature then. 

To checke Mm were to make him checkef , 

Although hee now were chafte : 
A m^n controuled of his wife, . if 

To her makes lefler baiie« 

^" If 



f Tif CHECK fV if term infidfMtyfSftfUt^wtfen m km»kft<fi t^ 
furns away from bis proper purfuit : To cmcK alfofgnifiei tfi r^rrve t 
irr$kidtf ttishtbUverfeufiiinbQtbJenfef 
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U duty then, or daliance may 

Prcvaylc to ahcr him ; 
I will be dtttifuU, and mako 

My felfe for daliancc trim, ^ 

'So was fhe, and fc lovingly 

Did entertaine her lord. 
As fairer, or more faultles none 
Could be for bed or bord. 

Yet flill he loves his leiman, and m 

Did ftill purfue that game, 
Sufpefiing nothing lels, than that 

His lady knew the fame : ' ^ • 

Wherefore to make him know flie knew, 

She this devife did frame : loo 

When long (he had been wrong'd, ^nd fought 

The forefayd meanes in vaine, 
She rideth to the fimple graunge 

But with a Iknder traine. 

She lighteth, entreth, greets them well, lOjf 

And then did looke about her : 
The guiltie houfhold knowing her, 

Did wiih themfelves without her; 
Yet, for fhe looked merily, 

Ti^e leiTe they did mifdoubt her. i ip 



.; 
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When fhe had (een the beauteous wench - • - 

(Than blufhing faixncs fairer) 
Such beauty made the counteiTe hold 

Them both cxcus'd the rather. 

Who would not bite at fuch « bait ? - . . . i le 
Thought flie : and who (thJDugh loth) 

So poore a wepch, but gold might tempt ? 
Sweet errors lead them botj^. . 

. Scarfe one in twenty that ha/d hragg'd • ^/ 
Of profFer'd gold denied, I2« 

Or of fuch yeelding beau.tie bajilkt. 
But, tenne to one, had. lied.- 
'• • . .' ► ,« ... 

,Thus thoudit fhe: and (he thus declares^ . , 

Jler caufe of coming thether ; 
My lord, oft hunting in thefo partes^ • .125 

Through travel, night o^: whether. 

Hath often lodged in your houfe ; 

I thanke you for the fame ; 
For why ? it doth him Jolly eafe . . 

To lie fo neare his gajne. <3* 

« 

But, for you have not furniture . 

Befeeming fuch.a.guefl, 
I bring his owne, and come myfclfe 

To fee his lodging drell. 

Witk 



I 



t 

■ 



AND BALLA D S» spt 

With that two (ampters were difcharg'd, * >3S 

In which were hangings brave, 
Silke coverings, cartens, carpets, plate. 

And al fuch turn ihould have. 

When all was handfomly difpos'd. 

She prayes th^n to have care 140 

That nothing hap in their default. 

That might his health impair : 1 

And, Damfell, quoth fhee^ for it feemes 

This hoiiihold is bat three. 
And for thy parents age^ that this • 145 

Shall chiefely reft on thee ; 

Dome that good, elfe would to God 

He hither come no more. 
So tooke (he horfe, and ere ihe went 

Bellowed gould good ilore. 150 

Full little thought- the countie that 

His countefTe had done fo ; 
Who now return'd from far affaires 

Did to his fweet-heart go. 

No fboner fat he foote within ' '5S 

The late deformed cote, 
But tliat the formall change of things 

His wondring cies did note. 

But 
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Bat when be knew tkoie goods to be 

His proper goods ; tbough late, itfof 

Scarce taking leave, ke home retuaet 
^ The matter to df bate. 



The counteUe was a-bed» and b^ 

With her hit l<)dging tooke ; 
Sir, welcome bottie (^noth Aee) ^ this laigbt i6j 

For you I did not lookew 

Then did be qveftion her of fa^ 

His ftuffe beAowed fi>e« 
Forfooth^ qnotb (he, because I did 

Your lore and lodging knowe : I/O 

» 

Your love to be a proper wench^ 

Your lodging nodiing leffe ; 
I held it for your health, the houft 

More decently to dreft. 

Well wot J, notwitbftanding ber^ 17$ 

Your lordfliip loveth me } 
And greater hope to hold you fuch 

By quiet, then brawlcs, * you' fee. 

Then for my duty, your delight^ 

And to retaine your favour, i8« 

All done I did, and patiently 

Expert your wonted 'haviour. 

Hef 



A N D B A L L A Sr 303 

Met patience, witte and aafwer wrought 

His gentle tcares to fall: 
When (kiffing her a fcorc of times) , t$§ 

Amend, fweet wife, I ihall : / 

He faid, and did it ; ' fo each wife 
' *" Her hufband may' fCCalU 



vn^ 



THE GOLDEN MEAN. . 

The four ftan%as fdhwin^ are commtmly printed as fc»ri 
ef the foregoing fing. Num. F. My mindtombaking- 
DOM IS ; and accordingly fo fond in our firfi edition. 
But as fhey are found difiinS andfeparatey after the manner 
of an independent poem, ivith different notes of tnuficy in 
Birders bassus, k nvas thought proper fo togi've them here, 

IJ O Y not in no earthly blifle ; 
I weigh not Grefus* welth a ftraw ; 
For. care, I care not what it is ; 
I feare not fortunes fatal! law : 
My mind is fttch aa may not mov< j 

For beautie bright or force of love* 



I wife but what I have at will ; 
I wander not to ieeke for more ^ 



Hike 



I 
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I like the plaine, I clime no hill ; 

In greateft ilornies I ficte on lhore» la 

Anfl laugh at them that toile in vaine 

To get what mufi be loft againe. 

I kifle not where I wifh to kill ; 

I faine not love where moft I hate ; 
I breake no ileep to winne my will ; 15 

I wayte not at the mighties gate ; 
I fcome no poore, I feare no rich ; 
I feele no^want, nor hare too much. 

The court, ne cart» Hike, ne loath ; 

^xtreames are counted worll of all ; 2f 

The golden meane betwixt them both. 

Doth furefl fit, and fears no fall : 
This is my choyce, for why I iin3e« 
Ko wealth is like a quiet minde. 



vin- ' 

DOWSABELL. 

The follonjuing ftanzax nvere 'voritten hy MiCHAEt 
Drayton, a poet of/ome tminence in the reigns 9/ ^ 
Elizabeth^ James I, aad Charles!, t They are in/ertedin 

one 

Z ^* *»MI^ If'rn i« J563, and died h 1631. Bi^. Brit. 
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'^m 6/ his Paftorals^ fhe firft edition. ^ <whici he^rs thi^ 
•wbimjical Title. ** Idea, The Sbepheards Garland fa^' 
** Jhiontd in nine ^logs. Roiulands /acr(/i.ce to the nini 
•• mu/es, Lond* 1593.'* \to. They art infcrihed ivitb 
the ^mthor^t name at length ** To the notie and ^alerous 
** gtnt lemon mafier Robert Dudhy^ ^c, ** It is 'very re- 
markable that nvhen Drayton reprinted them in the firft foUo 
Edit, of his tworkSf 1619, he had given thqfe Eclogues fo 
tborougb a rfoifed that there is hardly a line to he found the 
fame as in the old Edition, Thii poem had reeei<ved 'the 
yetveft correSixmsy and therefore is chiefly gvuenfrom the 
^mcient copy^ ^iSihere it is thus introduced by one of kit 
Shepherds: 

• Liften to mee, my lovely Jbepheards joye^ 

And thou JhMt bearey nvfth mirth an4micUe glerg 
A pretie tale^ mthich 'when I ivas a b^, 
Myi.oothksgrandameofihathtoldetowe, 

The Author has prtfeffedly imitated the fiyh and metre of* 
fome of the old, metrical Romances ; particularly that of 
Sir Isbnbras f, ^alluded to in *u. 3.) as the reader mdf 
judge from thefolkffwingjpectmen : 

Lordyngesy lyfteuy andyou fisd here^ {ioi\ 

• • • • • 

Te Jhall ivell heare of a knight^ 
That ivas in ivdmtftll ivyghl. 

And doughty e of his dede : 
His name was $^ Ifenbrast ^^ 

Xf/m nobler then be nuas 

Lyoed none nvith breaJe, 
He «was fyvefyy large, and longey 
Witbjhouldirs broaden and armes Jhrortfi% 

That ntjfgbtie nvas tofe : t J 

Vol. I. X Hi 

f Ai Mlf9 Chaucer's ABjme ef Sir T(tpds, 91 6i 
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Heivar a banfyi matB^ andbycp 
AUmen fym Uvedtbta hjmfi^ 

For a gentyll knight ivos be : 
Horters wved him ik hail, 
H^t% other minftreUs tdU to 

For.bi gave tbeiMgoldt and fei^ Vc. 

This ancient Legend *was printed in black Utter y 4/^ fy 
WvQvMHC^pfAn^; ^' date.^^^ln the Cotton Library {Calig. 
A-k 2O '^ "^ ^^ ^^ ^f * be fame Romance containing the 
greatejf <uariationj, T'hejf are pr^babfy two different tranf' 
lationt of/ome Frtncb Original. 



FARRE in die coufttrey ol Atietky 
There wonM a k&ight, Ught Caflenden^ 
As bolde as Kenbras : 
Fell wta Ue, and eger bent. 
In battell and in toarnamenc, ' . { 

As was tke good Sir Topas* 

He hail, u antique florie^ |ril» 

A daogbter clea|>ed Dowfabel^ 

A mayden Yayre and free : 
And for (he was her fathers heite, 10 

w 

Full well fhc was 7-cond Hie leyrc 
Of mickle curtefie. 

Thftfdke well couth ihe twift and twine. 
And make the fine march-pine. 

And with the needle werke : t$ 

Aad 



And fbe couth belpe die prieft to fzy 
His mattins on a holy-iiy. 
And fing a pfalme in kirke* 

She ware a frodc of frolicke greene^ 

Might well befteme a ibayden queene^ i^ 

Which feemly waa to fee ; 
A hood to that fo neat and fine^ 
In colour like the colombine, 

Y^wrought full featoii^. 

Her features all as frelh above, 25 

As is the gr^/Te that growes by Dove | 

And lyth as I^e of Kent. 
Her (kin as foft as Ltm&tt woolly 
As white as ihow on Peakiih Hull» 

Or fWanne that fwims in Trent* ym 

This mayden. in a mome betime 

Went fortji, when May was in her prime^ 

To get Iweete cctywall. 
The honey^fuckle, the harlocke* 
The lilly and the lady-finocke, 35 

To deck her fummer hall* 

Thus^ as fl^ wandred here and thcre^ , 
Y-picking of the bloomed breerc. 

She chanced to efpie 
A fhepheard fitting 0ti a bancke^ 4^ 

X.a . Like 
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like chantedere he crowed cran€ke» 
And pip'd full merrilie. 

He lear*d his fheepe as he him IVt, 
When he would whiffie in his fift. 

To fieede about him round ; 45 

Whilft he fall many a carroll fang, 
Untill the iields and medowes rung^ 

And all the woods did found. 

In favour this fame fhepheards fwayne 

Was like the bedlam Tamburlayne *» {• 

Wluich helde prowd kings in awe : 
But meeke he was as lamb mought be ; 
And innocent of HI as he 

Whom his lewd brother flaw. 

The fhepheard ware a fheepe-gray cloke, 55 
Which was of the fineft loke» 

That could be cut with iheere : ' 

His mittens were of bauzens (kinne» 
His cockers were of cordiwin. 

His hood of meniteerc. ^ 

His aule and lingell in a thong, 
His tar-boxe on his broad belt hong^ 

His breech of coyntrie blewe ; ' 

Fall 

• AHuding f» ^TamBurlaine the great^ or the Scythian Shepheari^ 
1590* %v9m ttn 9ld ranting pkj qferiStd tt MarUwe» 
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Fall crifpe and cafled were his lockes. 
His browes a^ white as Albion rocks : 6 j 

So like a lover true. 

And pyping ftill he fpcnt the day. 
So merry as ,the popingay ; 

Which liked Dowfabel : 
That would (he ought, or would flxe nought, • .7# 
This lad woi;ld never from her thought ; 

She in love-longing fell. , ^ ^ 

At length (he tucked up her frockc. 
White as a }illy was her finocke. 

She drew the fhepheard ny e : 7 s 

But then the ftepheard pyp'd a good. 
That all his (beepe forfooke their foodc. 

To heare his melpdye. 

Thy fheepe^ quoth fee, cannot be leane. 

That have a jolly ihepheards (Wayne, •» 

The which can pipe fo well : 
Yea but, fayth he, their ihepheard may. 
If pyping thus lie pine away. 

In love of DowfabeL 

Of love, fond boy, take thou no kecpe, 3$ 

Quoth ihe ; looke thou unto thy flieepe, 
Xeft they Ihould hap to ftray. 

X 3 Q^oth 
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Quoth ihe, (o Ifad I done foil wtH, 
. Had I not feen fafre DowTabell j 

Come forth to gather maye, 99 | 

With that ihe<gan to vaile ber head. 
Her cheeks were like lihe rofss red* 

But not a wof d {he ftyd : 
^ With that the fliepheard ganto frowne. 
He threw bis pretii PyP^s adowne, ' f S 

And on the ground him layd. 

Sayth file, I^ay not fby till night, 
And leave my fammer^iall <indight»- 

And all for long of thee. 
My coate, fayth he, tior yet my Ibulde io« 

Shall neither Iheepe, nor iheplieard houUf 

Except thou favour Ace, 

Sayth fee, Yet !evl?r welne I 4ca4 
Then I fiionld lofe my mayden-head. 

And all for love of men, 105 

Sayth he. Vet are you too unkind, ' 

If in your heart you cannot finde 

To love us now and then. 

And I to thee will be as kinde I 

As CoHn was to Rofalinde, i !• i 

Of Curteii^ the flower. 
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Then will I be as true, onotK (he, 

As ever mayd^n ytt might be 
Unto her parampixr. 

^ • 

With that Ihe bent her fn6w-whlte kn^e^ 1 1^ 
Dpwue by the fhepKeard kneeled fhee. 

And him fiie fweetcly kift : 
With that the fcepheard whoop'd for joy, 
Qpoth he, ther's never fhepheards boy 

That ever was fo blift, 1 2# 



_ . - * 0- 

i; • . - . . .... 

•• . '' ^* • 

"THE FAREXEiL TO LOVE, 
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AP IKU, fond Idv?, J^wwirell yiOu w*n*o?i powen ; 
^•>1 am free again. 

Thon dull difeafe of bloud and idle htfUrS, " ^ 
Bewitching pain. 
Fly to fools, that figh ^vay. their tiipe : 5 

My nobler love to heaven doth climb, 
X < X 4 ♦nd 



* *•<■ 
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^n4 there behold Maiity ftlll youn^,; 

That time can ne'er corropt nor d^ath deftrojr^ 
(mmortal iweetnefs by fair angefs fung, ' 

And honoured )yy eternity and joy : ^oi 

There lies my lo^e, thither my hopes aTpire, 
fond love declines, this heayenly love grows higher. 



•\ f ► 
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X. 

XTLYSSES AND THE SYREN, 

•— afford^ a pretty foitUal ctmtefi het^wem Pleafure ani 
flonour* It is found at the end i>f ** Hymeu^s triuafh: a 
** pafioral tragicomedie^* nvritten by Daniel^ and frinttd 
Among bisf^forh^^/^. }^^3 .— rDiwius L, fivbo <was a ftfi^Oi- 
toraty ofurhyioin^ and ts Jhid td^ Save ieenpbet lauredt /r 
^ueen £li!Uibeth, was born in i^6zt and died in 1619. 
A»nU'Cou'nte/s sf"Difrfit, Pembroke^'^iid^ontgmery (?• 
*wbom Daniel bad been Tutor) ba's inforted^Jmdl'Fortrmt 
pf bim in a fulUlengtb Figure of btrftlf preferved at 
AppUby CaftU in Cumberland, 

nit little' poem os *he^ rafh^ JelsSed for a fpectmen of 
Daniel* s poetic power Sy as it is omittfft in fk^ mfr ifitiio 
ffbis works y 2 v^jf. J2^f^. J7f8| ; 
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OME, worthy Greeke, Ulyffes comd, 
f ofleiT? thefe Chores with m^. 



1 
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The windes and feat are tronblefomei ! 

> And hcrfii W6* may be free. - 

Here may we fit and view their toylc, j 

That traMe in the deepe, ' ' 
Enjoy the day in mirth* the while, ^ 

And fpend the idght in fleepe* 

Faire nymph, if fame or honour were 

To be attain'd with cafe, * l# 

Then would I com^ and reft with thee. 

And leave ftich toilcs as thefe : 
But here it dwels, and here muft { 
f With danger feckit forth; 
^o fpend the time luxurioufly - « -'* ^ 1 1 
Pccwcs not men of worth. • T 

Syren, 

yiyfles, O be not deceiv'd 

With that unreall name : 
This honour is a thing conceived. 

And refts on others' fame. W 

Begotten onJy to moleft. 

Our peace, and to beguile 
(The beft thing of our life) our reft, 

And give us up ^Q toyle } 

yLTSSif, 
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Delicious nymph, fappoTe there wer^ 25 

. Nohoiiottiyq;r.repOftt 



Yet manlinefle would icorac tQ nwre 

The time in idle ipoFt: 
For toyle doth ^ve a better laujch 

To make as feele our joy ; 3^ 

And eafe findea tedionfnesy. .as ^nch 

As laboar yeelds annoy. 

* ■ ■ 

SyR8N« 

Then pleafure likewife feemc^ the ihpre* 

Whereto teades 41II y cor toyle ; 
Whi(^ yott foreso tp nuke at^morey ■ SS 

And periih oft the while. - . 
Who may di(port them di«e£fljf# 

Find never tedious day ; 
And eafe may have variety^ 

As well as adion may* 4* 

But natures of the nobleft frame 

Theie toylq^ and dangers ple^e^ 
And they take convfortan the £une> 

As muchra^ ygl| ia eafe; 



And 
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And with the thought of 4U^on8 paft 4$ 

Are recreated iffll : 
When pleafare leaves ar touch at kit 

To fliew th^ it was ilL . 

Syres* 



* »4 ■■/ «■ 



That doth opinion 91^ caufe» ^ 

That*8 out of cuftojn bred ; J® 

Which makes us many other laws. 

Than ever nature did. 
No widdowcs waile for our delights. 

Our fports arc without blood ; 
The world we fee by warlike wightf 55 

Keceives more hurt tham good. 



UlfYS$ES. 



- v.. 



But yet Ac ftate of things require 

Thefe motions of uhreft. 
And thefe/gieat fpirits of lughdefipe 

Seem borne to tume them beft : 
To purge the mifchiefes, that ihcreafc 

And all good oider n«: : 
For oft we fee a wicked peace, 

To be well chang'd fo> wto. 



Strik* 
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jStrek. 
Well, weH, Ulyffcs, then I fee 6j 

I ihall not have diee here ; 
And therefore I will come to thee» ^ 

And 'take my fortune there. 
I muft be wonne tharcannorwin^ 

Yet loft were I not wonne : J9 

For beauty hath created Ha 
- ' T* undoo or b^ undone, 



* i. i' 



XI. 



C U PID'i* PAS TIME. 

This beautiful poem^ 'which poJMes a claffiial ehgtaci 
hardly to he expe^ed in the age of fames L is printed from 
the A^h edition '^f Dofoi/in^r poems *'y^<^l6z^* Jt is 
a^"^' found in a later mifcellafij» intitled^ ^^, Le Prince 
** d* amour *^* •l66c. Zvo.-^Franfis. Davi/on^ editw of 
the poems above referred to y tvas fin of that unfortunate 
fecretary of fatty nvhofufi^tdfo much from the affair of 
Mary ^ of Scots, Thefi poems y he tells as in his preface^ 
njjere ^written by himfelf^ by his brother \WaIter\y who 
nvas a foldier in the nvars of the Loiv Countrles'y and ly 
fome dear friends ** anonymoi.*^ Among them are found 
pieces by Sir y. DaviSf the Cpunte/s of Pembrokcy Sir 
Philip Sidney y Spenfery ' and other tjoits of thofe times. 

* Stt thtfuU iitlt in W. 2. f, 299. 



Ij 
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In the fourth' 'OoL of Dtyden^s Mifcellanies^ this poem is 
mttributed. to Sydney Godolphin^ £/q; But erroneoujly^ being . 
probably ^written before he njoas born. One edit, of Davi^ 
foi^s book nuas^publijhed in 1608. Godolphin was born itt 
1*10, and died in i6\z-'^. ,Jtb.Ox,IL 23, 

IT chanc'd of latp a ihepherd fwain. 
That went to feek his firaying (heep. 
Within a thicket on a plain 
Eipieda dainty nymph afleep. 



Her golden hair o'erfpred her face ; 

Her carelefs arms abroad were cafts 
Her quiver had her pillows place ; 

Her breaft lay bare to every blaft. 



The ihepherd flood and gaz^d his fill ; 

Nought durft he do ; nought durft he fay ; i# 
Whilfl chance, or elfe perhaps his wilU 

Did guide the god of love that way* 

The crafty boy thus fees her deep. 
Whom if ihe wak'd he durfl not (tti 

Behind her clofely feeks to creep, 15 

Before her nap fhould ended bee. 

There come, he fteals her fhafts away» 

And puts his own into their place ; 
Nor dares he any longer flay, 

fiat, ere (he wakes, hies thence apace. 2» 

Scarce 
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* 

Scarce was lie gone, bat (he a#ake». 
And ipies the Qicpherd ftanding by : 

Her bended bow ia ^afie Ae tal^s^ 
And at the fimpfeiwido^ leu iyz* 

Fordi flew the ftaft, andpiercM his heait» ij 
lliat te the ground he ffeU with pain : 

Yet up again forthwith he ftart. 
And to the nymph he ran amain. 

Amazed to fee fo firange a figfat» 

She ihot» and ihot, but all in v^n ; 3* 

The more his wounds, the more his might, 

Lov^ yielded ftrength amidft his pain. 

Her angry eyes were great with tears. 

She blames her hand, fhe blames her fkill; 

The blnntnefs of her (hafts (he fears, 35 

And try them on her(Uf (he wilL 

Take heed, fweet nymph, trye not thy (haft, 
feach little touch will pierce thy heart : 

Al^ ! thou know*"!! not Cupids craft ; 
Revcfnge is joy ; the end is fmart* ^ ifi 

Yef try (he will, and pierce fome bare ; 

Her hands were glov'd, but next to hand 
Was that fair bread, that breaft fo rare. 

That made the (hepherd (lenrelefs (land. 

That 

3 



AKD BALLADS. fi^ 

That bre^ihe piere'd ; and through that breaft 45 

Love fbuhd an entiy to her heart ; 
At feeling of this new-come gneft. 

Lord ! haw ihh gentle nymph did fort f 

She runs not now ; fhe ihoots no more ; 
< Away fhe throws both fliaft and bow : 5* 

She feeks for what fhe fhunn*d befbi«» 
-She thinks die Aepkcris hafle to* flow* 

Though monntains meet not, kyrers may : 

What other lovers do» did they : 

The god of love fate on a tree, 5.5 

And laugkt that pleafant fight to fee. 



xn. 



THE CHARACTER OF A HAPPY LIFE. 

TJbh Uttle mwral poem *was ivrk -ly Sir H E n R tT 
Wot TON, who died Provoft of Eatan^ in 1639* 
J^t. 72. It in printed from a little collegian of his pieces f 
/«///Zf/RELiqui« WoTTONiAN^, 1651. iifno , com" 

pmrsd wW otu or t<WQ othtr copies, ^ 

HOW 
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HQW happy is he bom or tanght^ 
. That ferveth not anothers will ; 
Whofe annottr is his honeft thovght^ 
And fimple truth his higheft Ikill ; 

Whofe paffions not his mafters are ; J 

Whofe fool is ftill prepar*!! for death | 

Not ty'd unto the world with care 
Of princes ear, or vulgar breath s 

Who hath his life from rumours freed ; 

Whofe confcience is his ftrong retreat | !• 

Whofe lUte can neither flatterers feed» 

l^or mine make oppieflSirs great : 

Who envies none, whom chance doth raifef 

Or vice : Who never nnderilood 
How deepeft wounds are given with praife ; IJ 

Nor rules of ftate, but rules of good : 

Who God doth late and early pray 
More of his grace than gifts to lend | 

And entertaines the harmlefs day 
With a well-chofen book or friend. it 

This man is freed from fervile bands 

Of hope to rifey or feare to fall ; 
Lord of himfelfe, though not of lands ; 

And having nothing, yet hath all. 

a 

XIII. GILDEROY, 



I 

J 
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GILDBROY 

•»- ^as a famous rpUer, nvht Unfed aioUi tbi middU 
9f the laft ciHtury^ if*wi may credit t^e hiftories andftwy* 
moks of btginuaypienf nvbicb relate many impfobahk feats 
$f bim, as bis robbing Cardiiud RicbUeu^ Oliver Gromnvell, 
cfr* But tbefe ftories bave probably no other authority ^ 
tban tbe records of Grub-ftreet : At leaf tbe Q\\.xiiLii^x ^ 
•wbo is tbe hero of Bcottifif Songfiers^ feems to ba*ue linked in 
an earlier age\ for in Tbompfou^s Orfbeus Cahdonius^ 
vol. 2. 1733* S^'^. is a cofy of this ballad^ njubieb^ tb^ 
corrupt and interpolated^ contains fame lines that appear to 
be of genuine antiquity : in tbefe be is reprefented afcontem^ 
porary nmtb Mary ^ of Scots : ex. gr. 



ft 



€€ 



Tbe ^een if Scots pojejed nought ^ 
That my love let me ijQant : 

For co^w and env be brought to me. 
And ein 'whan they <were fcantJ* 



€t 



«i 



Tbofe lines perhaps might faftly hanje been inferted among 
tbefollovjingjtanxasy nvhich are given from a *written copy, 
that feems to have received f me mcdern corre&ions. Indeed 
ihe common popular ballad contained fame inekcent btxuri^ncn 
that required tbe pruning' book. 

Vol. L Y Gfa-DEROY 
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GILDEROY was a bonnie boy» 
Had rofes toll his (hoone. 
His dockings were of filken {oj, 

Wi' garters hanging doune : 
It was, I weene, a coipclie fights |- 

To fee fae trim a hoj ; 
He was my jo and hearts delight. 
My handfome Gildcroy, 

Oh ! iike twacbafjjiing een he had^ 

A breath asfirecyt as roie, .14| 

fie sever waie a Highland plaint 

Bat coftly filken clothes ; 
He gain.'d the lave, of ladies gay» 

Naae eir taH him was coy> 
Ah ! wae is mee ! I moHrs the day» i| 

For my dear Gilderoy. 

My Gilderoy and I were bom, 

Baith in one toun together. 
We fcant were fercn years bcfom. 

We gan tp.lave each other ; 29 

O.ur ds^ies $nd opr mammies thay. 

Were fiJI'd wi' mickle joy, 
To think upon the bridal d^y, 

Twiat me and Gilderoy. 



For 



J 
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]For Gild^iby tkalt kiv0 of min^ S5 

Gttde faith, I &t^ly boiaglic 
A wedding fark of koHaiid iae^ 

Wi' iUken iowen wMWgkt : 
And lie giied me iLYftifdiiLgxing$ 

Which I receivUIwi* joy, JO 

Nae lad nor lafie et» cotfM finf » 

Like me and GikkrOy. 

Wi' mickle joy we fpefiit eur i^riBie» 

Till we were buck fixteen. 
And aft wepaft the langfosie tim^^ 15 

Among the leaves fae green ; 
Aft oa the banks we'd fit us thair^ 

And fveeetly kits and toy, 
Wi' garl^iHirgiy wad deck injf hair 

My handfome Gildevoir* 4tr 

Oh I thm. he mU :kad lie«ii ODndDnl;! 

Wi' me to lead Us .lii^> 
Bat, ah 1 his planfn' he^ was beat^ ^ 

To ftir in feafees-of firife » 
And he sa nttmy a ventorons 'deed« 4 j 

His courage bauld w&d try* 
And no^ytlhis gars minib he^irl t^hlMi. 

For my dear Gil4oroy* 



Y a And, 
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And when of me his leave he taiks 

The tears they wat mine ee, ' 59 

I gave tall him a parting loik, 

** My benifon gang wi* thee ! 
God fpeed the weil, mine ain dear hearty 
'^ : For gane is all my joy ;' 

My heart is rent fith we matm part, cj 

My haodfome GiUcroy.'^ 

My Gilderby bsdth far and near. 
Was fear'd in every toon, 
\ "^ And banUly bare away the gear. 

Of many a iawland loan ; fe 

Nane eir daril meet him man to man, >. 

He was fae bjave a boy. 
At length wi' numbers he was tane, 
^ y My winfome Gi^deroy. 

Wae worth Ae lottn that made the laws, ^ i^ 

To hang a man for gear. 
To 'reave of life for ox or afs, 

Forflieep, orhorTe, or mare: 
Had not their laws been made fae ftiick, 

I neir had loft my joy, 79 

Wi' forrow neir had wat my/ cheek. 

For my dear Gildproy. 



Of 



_ J 
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GifF Gilderoy had don^ amifTe, 

He monght hae baniflit been, * 

Ah^ what fair cruelty is this, 7S 

To hang fike handfome men : 
To hang the flower o'.^cottifh land, 

Sae fweet and fair a boy ; 
Nae lady had fae white a hand. 

As thee, my Gilderoy* to 

Of Gilderoy fae fraid they were. 

They bound him mickle ftrong, 
Tttll Edenburrow they led him thair. 

And on a gallows hung : 
They hung him high aboOn the reft, Sj 

He was'fae trim a.b(^; 
Thair dyed the youth whohi I lued beH^ 

My handfome Gilderoy. 

« 

Thus having yielded up his breath> 
•t I bare his corpfe away, 5# 

Wi' t^ars, that trickled for his death, 

I waflit his comclye clay ; 
And iiker in a grave fae deep, 

I laid the dear-lued boy. 
And liow for evir maun I weep, 9S 

My winfome Gilderoy. *»* 
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XIV, 



WINIFREDA* 



nit hiduti/ul addr^s to comifgal Iczfe, aJuffjeS tpo mmeh 
ntz^t3td by the libertine mufisi is frinted infonu mbdem 
celU&ions as a tran^i&n ** from the amietU Britijb km-* 
«< gui^ei** b^w ttufy I know not. ^ fiie MufiuAUif^ 
uuanft vol. 6, 1731. 8v«. 

AWAY \ kt noQ^t to bire di%lccfiagb 
My Viniftvda, xndve xour Uft ; 
Let nought delay the heavenly faleffing. 
Nor f^aeamiih pride, nor gloomy fear* 

What tho' no granti of loyal donors j 

With pompons titles grace our blood } 

WeUl fiiine in mart {bbftantial honor$» 
And to be noble well be good* 

Cor name, while virtne dias we tender* 
Win fweetly found wherc-e'er 'tis fpoke : le 

And all the great ones, they (hall wonder 
How they refpcft fuch little folt 

Whar 



I 
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What though from fortunes's lavifli bounty 

No mighty treafures we poiTefs, . 
We'll find within our pittance plenty, l{ 

And be content withoat excefs. 

Still ihall each retarniiig ieaibn 

Sufficient for our wiihes give ; 
tot we will live a life of feafbni 

And that's the Only life to live. 25 

Through youth and age in love excelling, 

yfe^ii hand in hand together tread; 
Sweet-finiling peace ihall crown our dwelling, 
. And babes, fweet-fmiUng babes, ottr bed. 

How ihoitld t iDve thjklratty creatures, 2^ 

While round my tfneed'they fondly clung ; 

To fee them^ook their liiathers featvres, 
To hear them Hip thexr^mothers tongue. 

And when with envy time tranfported. 

Shall think to rob us of our joys, ]• 

You'll in your girls agaili be courted. 
And I'll go a wooing ill my boys* 
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XV. 
THE WITCHOF WOKEY, 

^""^nas puhlijhei in m fmali colUffi^n 0/ poems intitleJ^ 

EVTHBMIA, OR THE PdWER OF HaRMQNY, Hc, IJ^S. 

nvritten by an ingenious Pbyjtcian near Batb^ m)ho Aofe to 
eonceal bis name. The fouonving contains /ome nteariations 
from the original eofy^ *whicb it is boped the amtior iviU 
pardon f ivhen be is informed they came from the elegant pen 
tf the late Mr, Sbinftone. 

Wo K B Y- H o L E / J A noted ca*vern in Somerfetjhift, tvhieh 
has riven birth to as metst^ njoild fanciful /tories as the 
SybiPs. Cave in Italy. Thro* a very narrow entrance^ it 
spons into a large vault ^ the roof vtherM/l either on ae* 
touni of its height ^ or the tJmknefs of tbifoom, cannot bo 
difcovered by the light of torches* It goes vtmding a great 
nuay under ground^ is croft by aftream^f very cold tuater^ 
and is all horrid vntb bi^oken pieces of rock : many of thefe 
are evident petrifeUlions ; vwi^^ on account of their fingu- 
lar forms i have given rife to the fables alluded to in this 
poem* 

IN aunciente days, tradition (howes, 
A bafe and wicked elfe arofe. 
The Witch of Wokcy bight': 
Oft have I heatd the fearfull tale 
From Sue, and Roger of the vale, vj 

On ibme long winter^s night. 

Deep 
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Deep in the dreary difmall cell. 
Which feem'd and vas ycleped bell. 

This blear-eyed hag did hide : 
Nine wicked elves, as legends faigne, !• 

She chofe to form her gaardian trayne. 

And kennel near her fide. 

Here fcreeching owls oft made their nell. 
While wolves its craggy fides poffeft. 

Night-howling thro* the rock : . '$ 

No wholeibme herb could here be found; - 
She blafled every plant around. 

And bliller'd every flock. 

Her haggard face was foull to fee ; 

Her mouth unmeet a mouth to bee ; ao 

Her eyne of deadly leer. 
She nought devis'd, but neighbour's ill ; 
She wreaked on all her wayward will. 

And marr'd all goodly chear. 

All in her prime, have poets fung, aj 

No gaudy youth, gallant and young. 

E'er bleft her longing arme^ : 
And hence arofe her fpight to vex, 
And blaft the youth of either fcx, • 

By dint of helliih charmes. 30 

From 
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From Glafton came t lemed wlght^ 
Full bent to man- her fell defpight. 

And well lie did, I weem : 
Sich mifchief never had b^n known. 
And, {l^f» his mitkle lerninge flK)wn» 3$ 

Sich mifchief ne'er ha< been. 

He <;ha«ntfede oit his godlie booke. 
He croft the water, bleft the brooke* 

Then — pater liofter done. 
The ghafily hag he fpriakled o'er ; 4* 

When lo ! where flood a hag before,^ 

Now Hood a ghailly ftoi^« 

Full well 'ds known adowa the dale : 
Tho' paffing ftrange indeed the tale. 

And doabtfuU may ^>pear, 45 

I'm bold to {ay, there^s never a one* 
That ha$ not feen the witch in ftone. 

With all herhotifeholdgear* 

Bat tho' this lemede clerke did well; 

With grieved heart, alas ! I tell, |0 

She left this ctirie behind : 
That Wokey-nymphs forfaken quite, 
Tho' fenfe .and beanty both unite. 

Should £nd up leman kind. 



For 
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For lo ! even, as the fiend did fay, jj 

^he fex have found it to this day, 
^ That men are wondrous fcaht : 
Here's beauty^ wit» and fenfe combinM, 
With all that's good and virtuous join'd. 
Yet hardly one gallant. $0 

Shall then fich maids nnpitied moane ? 
They might as well, likeher, be ftcne. 

As thus forfaken dwell. 
Since Glaflon now can boaft no clerks ; 
Come down from Oxenford» ye {parks, 6$ 

And, oh ! revoke the fpell. 

Yet ftay—- nor thnt deipond, ye fair; 
Virtue's the gods* peculiar care ; ' 

I hear the gracious voice : 
Your fex fliall foon be bleft agen> jm 

We only wait to &nd £ch men. 

As beil deferve your choice* 



XVI. 

BRYAN AND PEREENE, 
A West-Inoiait Ballad, 

"^is /bunded on a resl/a^ff that happened in the ijland 
§f St> Qbriftopbers about tivojiors ago* Tbg editor o^.ves the 

folle'wing 
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following ftanzas to thtfiimdjhip of Dr. Jaiu|e4 GtAfiT- 
CER *y fwho <was in the ijland nuhtn this tragical incident 
happened f and is noau (in 1765) an eminent pfyfcian there. 
Tfl this ingenious gentleman the puhlic is indebted for the fine 
Ode on Solitude printed in the iFth Vol. of Dodflefs 
MifceL /• 229. in ^which are affembled fonte of tbefuhlimeft 
imagesin nature, The reader mjill pardon the infertion tf 
the firft ftansui here^ for the Jake of reSifying the t<wo laft 
lines f tvhich «were thus gi^ven fy/the Author • 

Solitude f romantic maid. 
Whether by nodding toHSfertjou tread. 
Or haunt the defert^s tradle/s gloom^ 
Or ho'ver o^er theya^wning tomb. 
Or climb the Andes^ clifiedfide. 

Or by the Niie^s coy /our ce abide. 
Or ftarting from your half-year* s fleep. 
From Hecla fi'ienjo the thaiving deep, ' 
Or at the purple daivn of day 
Tadmor*s marble nvafies furn^ey, ISc* 
alluding to^ the account of Palmyra publifhed (yfome late £»- 
genious tra*vellersy and the manner in which they ixjere Jlrudk 
mt the firfl fight of thofe magnifcent ruins by break of day \, 

THE north-eaft wind did brifkly blow, • 
The (hip was fafcly moor'd. 
Young Bryan thought the boat V crew flow. 
And fo leapt over-board. 

Perecne, the pride 6f lildian daQiet, j 

His heart long held in thrall. 
And whofb his impatience blames, 

1 wot, ne'er Ibv'd at all. 

A long 

* Author of a poem on the Culture of the Svo a* ^C aw % latefy /fi- 
ii/bod» j* So in pa^, 3^5. road, Turn'd ber inag^c ray. 
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A long Ipng yeaft one month and day. 
He dwelt on EngUih land, if 

Nor once Ixk thoaght or deed would firay, 
Tho' ladies fpnght hh hand. 

For Bryan he was tall and (lro&g» 

Right blythfome rolPd his een. 
Sweet was his. voice whene'er he fung, i ; 

He fcant had twenty feen. 

But who the coandefs charms can draw. 

That grac'd his miftrefs true ; 
Su^h charms the Qld world feldom faw. 

Nor oft Iween the new. zm 

Her raven hair plays round her neek. 

Like tendrils of the vine ; 
Her cheeks red dewy rofe buds deck^ 

Her eyes like .diamonds ihbe. 

Soon as his well-known ihip (he fpled^ z^ 

She caft her weeds away. 
And to the palmy fhore fhe hied. 

All in her beft array* 

In fea^grieen filk fo neatly clad. 

She there impatient flood ; 3it 

The crew with wonder faw the lad 

Repell the foaming floods * 

Her 



y 
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Her haiid» a ktadherdiief dii|ilayMi 

Which he at paitiag gave ; 
Well plea»'d the token he foirey^dy 3 j 

And manlier beat dM wave* 

Her fair companions one and all. 

Rejoicing -crowd the flrand % 
For now her lover iwam in caB^ 

And almoft touched the land. 40 

Then through the white foif did file hafte^ 

To clafp her lovely Twain ; 
When, ah ! a Ihaik bit thraa^ his wafte: 

His hearths blood dy'd the main ! 

He fliriekM ! his half fprang from the wave, 45 

Streaming with purple gore. 
And fbon it fbnnd a living grave. 

And ah ! was feen no more* 

Now hafte, v now hafte, ye maids, I pray, ^ 

•Fetch water fromrthe fpring : jt 

She falls, (he fwoons, fte dies away. 

And foon her knell they ring. 

■ 

Now each May morning round her tomb 

Ye fair, frcfli flowerets fbew. 
So may yoiir lovers fcape his doom, 55 

Her haplef:) fate fcape you. 

XVn. GEN- 



"1 
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GENTLE RIVER, GENTLE RIVER, 
Tb.aksi.ated from the Spanish. 

Although the EngUJb are remarkahlefor the number and 
njariety, of their ancient BaUadsy and retain perbap sa greater 
findnefsfor thefe oUJimple rhap/odies of their anceftors^ than 
mofi other nations ; thsy are not the only people *who have 
^ijfinguijhed them/elves by cqmpofitions of this kind* The 
Spaniards ba've great multitudes of them^ many of nuhicb 
are of the higheft merit* They call them in their language 
Romances, and have colk^ed thent into volumes under the 
titles of El Romahcero, El Cancionero f , i^c. Moft of 
them relate to their confii3s nuith the Moors, and difplay a 
Jpirit of gallantry peculiar to that romantic people^ But of 
all the Spanifi ballads ^ none exceed in poetical merit, thofe 
infer ted in a little Spanijh ** Hifiory of the civil i^ or s if 
Granada^^ defcribing the diffh^fions *whiek raiged in that 
lafi feat of Moorijh empire before if voas centred in the 
reign of Ferdinand and Ifabeflaj in 1491* In this Hifiory 
(or perhaps, Romance) a great number of heroic fongs are 
hferted and appealed to as authentic vouchers for the truth 
of fa^s. In reality, the profe narrative feetns ta be dravjn 
up for ho other ^nd, but toitstrodsue andiUuftraJte thefe beau'- 
t if ul pieces* 

The Spanifij editor pretends (hovs truly JknovJ not) that 
they are tranjlations from the Arabic or Morifco languagem. 
Indeed the plain unadorned nature of the verfe, and the native 
BmpUdty of language andfentiment, vjbich runs through thefe 
poems, prove that they are ancient ; or, at leafi^ that they 
vuere nuritten before the CaftHlians began to form themfelves 
on the model of the Tufcan poeis,. and hmd imported from Italy 
fbatfondnefs for conceit and refinement, vuhickhasfor thefe 

t .1 e* The beUai-finger^ 
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i'wo aniuries fafifi mifirahly infiQei the Spamjb poetry$ 
amd rendered it Jo uHuatural^ offered y andoifcure* 

As aj^ecimen rf the ancient Spanifl? manner ^ *whicbvery 
mncb refemUes that of our oldEnglift? Bards ondMinftrdsy 
the Reader is dejired candidly to accept the fwo following 
poems. Tbejf are given from afmall CoUeBion of pieces of 
this kind 9 *ivbich the Editor fome years ago tranjlated for 
bis amufement ivben be ^vizs ftudying tbe Spanijb language. 
As tbefirft is a pretty clofe tranflation^ to gratify tbe curious 
it is accompanied ivitb tbe original. Tbe Metre is the fame 
in all thefe old Spanijb fongs : and its plain nnpolijhednatwre 
ftrongly argues its great antiquity • It runs in fiort jtoHSUU 
of four lines y of wifbich the fecond and fourth alone correfpond 
in their terminations ; and in thefe it is only required that 
the vowels Jbould be alibe^ the confonants msy be altogether 
differenty as 

pone cafa meten arcos 

noble canas xnuere £amo 

rtt 

* T? ^ ^ ^crdc, no verde» 

liV Quanto cuerpo en ti fe baSa. 

* De Cbiiitianos y de Moros 

* Mttertos por la dura efpada ! 

1 

' Y tus ondas criftalinas 5 

' De roxa fangre fe efjnaltan : 
« Entrc Moros y CKiiftianos 

* Muy gran batalla fe trava. 

* Marleron Duques y Condcs, 

' Grandes feSores de falva : it 

* Mario gente de valia . 

* De la noUeza de Efpana. 

•Ea 
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Tet has this kind of <vtrfe a fort of Jimple harmonious fionxj^ 
•which atones for the imptrfed nature of the rhyme j and 
renders it not unpUafing to the ear, The fame flo^w of num- 
bers has been fiudied in thefollofwing *verfons. The firft of 
them is gi^enfrom f^jno ^different crigin^ils, both of ^which 
are printed in the Hift. de las civiles guerras de Granada* 
Mad, 1694. One cf them hath the rhymes ending in a a, 
the other in lA, It is the former of thefe that is here r#- 
printed. They both of them begin <with the fame line, 

Rio verde, rio verde {, 
*vjhich could not be tranjlated faithfully ; 

Verdant river, verdant river, 
*would hante given an affeSiedfiiffnefs to the verfe ; the great 
merit of fwhich is its eafy fimplicity ; and therefore a morf 
Jimple epithet ivas adopted, though lefs poetical or expreffi've* 

J Literally, Green river, green riVcr,- 



GENTLE river, gentle river, 
Lo,. thy dreams are dain'd with gore. 
Many a brave and noble captain 
Floats along thy willow'd ihore* ' 

All befide thy limpid waters. 

All befide thy fands fo bright, 
Moorilh Chiefs and Chriftian Warriors 

Join'd in fierce and mortal fight. 



Lords, and dukes, and noble princes 

On thy fatal b^nks were flain : 
Fatal banks that gave to flaughter 
All the pride a^d flower of Spaii^. 
Vot. L Zk 



10 



There 
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' £ii ti mario dofn Aloiifo» 

• Qae dt Agnifaf fe llamaba ; 

\z'^'*- El valcrofo Urdiales, 

* Con don Alo&fo acababa# 



»S 



' For un tadera arriba 

* £1 buen Sajavedramsffcka; 

* Naturel es St Sevilla, 

' De la g^nte sias gran^da. 20 

* Tras el tba an Refiegado* 

' Defht manei^a le habla, 

* Date, date, Sayavedra, 

* No huyas de la Batalla. 

* Yd te conozco muy bieit, ' 25 

* Gran tiexftpo eflave eii ta ca& | 
« Y en la Pla^a de Sevilla 

' Bien ce ride jugar c^as. 

* Conozco a tu padre y nrndrt, 

* Y a tu mugcr dofia Clara j f% 

* Siete ano^ fui tu cautivOy 

* Malamente me tracabas. 

* Y aora lo fpras mio, 

' Si Mahoma me ayudara; 

* Y tambicn te tratare, jj 
*' Com'o a mi me tratabai. 

f Say. 
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V 

There the hero, brave Alonzo 

J^ull of woamfs and glory died : 
There the fcarlcfs Urdiales 15 

Fell a vidim by hU £de. 

Lo ! where yonder Don Saavedra 

Thro' the fqdadrons flow retires ; 
Proud Seville, his native city. 

Proud Seville his worth admires. ao 

J* 

Cloie behind a renegado 

Loudly (houts with taunting cry ; 
Yield thee, yield thee, Don Saavedra, 

Doft thou from the battle ^ ? 

Well I know thee, haughty Chriftian, a^ 

Long I liv'd beneath thy roof ; 
Oft I've in the lifts of glory 

Seen thee win the prize of proof. 

Well I know thy aged parents. 

Well thy Blooming bride I know ; |» 

Seven years I was thy captive. 

Seven years of pain and woe. 

May our prophet grant my wifties. 
Haughty chief, thou fhak be mine : 

Thou fhah drink that cup of forrow, 35 

Which I drank when I was thine. 

Z z Like 



« 
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* Sayavedra que lo oycra, 

* Al Moro bolvio la cara ; 

* Tirole el Moro una ilecha^ 

* Pero nunca le acertaba, 40 

* Hiriole Sayavedra 

* De una herida muy mala : 

* Muerto cayo el Renegada 

* Sin poder hablar palabra. 

* Sayavedra fue cercado 45 » 

* De mucha Mora canalla» 
' Y al cabo cayo alii muerto 

* De una muy mala lan^ada. 

* Don Alonfo en efte tiempo 

* Bravamente peleava, jO 

* Y el cavallo le avian muerto, 

* Y le tiene por muralla. 

* Mas cargaron tantos Mores 

* Que mal le hieren y tratan i 

* De la fangre, que pcrdia, jyj 

* Don Aloiiio fe defmaya. 

* Al fin, al fin cayo muerto 

* Al pie de un pena alta.— - 

* Muerto queda don Alonfo, 

* Eterna fama ganara.' ^ 
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Like a iion turns the warrior. 

Back he fends an angry glare': 
Whizzing canae the Moorifh javelin. 

Vainly whistzing thro' the air. ^ 40 

Sack the hero full of fury 

Sent a 4eep and mortal wound : 
Inftant funk the Rcnegado, 

Mute and lifelefs on the ground. 

With a thoufand Moors furrounded, 45 

Brave Saavedra ftands at bay : . . i . 

Wearied out but never daunted. 
Cold at length the warrior lay. 

Near him fighting great Alonzo 

StOMt reiifts the Paynim band3 ; 5a 

From his flaughter'd fteed difmounted 

Firm intrench'd behind him Hands 

Furious prefs the hoflile fquadron. 

Furious he repels their rage ; 
Lofs of blood at length infeebles : 55 

Who can war with thoufands wage ! 

Where yon rock the plain o'erijiadowi 

Clofe. beneath its foot retir'd. 
Fainting funk the bleeding hero. 

And without a groan expir'd^ , 60 

Z 3 •«• /» 
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*** In the Spamjb §rijnmal rf tin fingmg hUai^ 
JbUow afevi mortjtanxas^ out being cf inftrwr nurit nmti 
not iranfiattd. 

Re NEC ADO frftfirlj JigniJUs an afoftflte ; hut if is/onU" 
ifmis ufid to oicfrejfs an ii^uM in general i as itfiems to do 
ahonje in *ver, 21. (ffc. 

The image of the LiOtf , He* in ver* 57* is t^Jttnfnm 
the other Spastijb cofy^ the rhymes of fwhich en^ in i a, <vi2. 

* Sayavedra, guelo^era^ 
* Como ttn kon rebolbia/ 



xvin. 



ALCANZOR AND ZAYDA^ 



A Moorish Tal£> 



Imitated from the Spakish. 

Thejbregoing verfion was rendered as literal as the nature 
rf the tujo languages ivould admit. In the folhyvoing a 
nuider compa/s hath been taken. The Bfanijb poem that 
nuas chiefly had in *vievf, is prefemied in thejasne hiftory of 
the Civil <wars of Granada^ f, zz, and if gens with tbsje 
lines f 

' Por k calle de fa dama 
' Paifeaado fe anda, kc.* 

SOFTLY 
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SOFTLY Woy tlie svemag brJceBc^y 
Softly fall At itws of m^ht ; 
Yonder wjdJk^ tbe Moor Alcanzory 
ShuAiiiiig tvtry glaxp of light. 

In yon palace lives fair Zaida, g 

Whom he lores whh. flame fo pure : 
Loveliefl, fhe of Moorifli ladies ; 

He a young and noble Moor. 

Waiting for the appoSnted flunnte» 

Oft he paces tp and fro ; lO 

Stopping now^ sfiw siovisg fbrwards, 

Sometii^es qukk, aad ibmetimes iknr« 

Hope and fear alternate teize him. 
Oft he figfas widi Jieart-fdt care. rnpf-«i« 

See, fond yattth, to yno^ window . 15 

Softly fteps the tiau)r<sus fair. 

Lovely feems the moon's fair laftre 

To the loft benighted fwaia. 
When all filvery bright fhe rifes. 

Gilding mounjtain» grove» and plidn. zo 

Lovely feems the fim's fuU giory/^ ^ 

To the fainting ieaiiian'seyes^ 
When fome horrid ftorm difperiingy 

O'er the wave his radiance flies. 

Z 4 ^iit 
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But a thoufand times more lovely * ^5 

To her longing lover's fight 
Steals halfrfeen the beauteous maiden 

Thro' the glimmerings of the night. 

Tip-toe ftands the anxious lover, 

Whifpering forth a gentle figh : 30 

Alia * keep thee, lovely lady ; 

Tell me, am I doom'd to die ? 

Is it true the dreadful ftory. 

Which thy damfel tells my page. 
That feduc'd by fordid riches 3^ 

Thou wilt fell thy bloom to age ? 

An old lord from Antiquera 

Thy ftern father brings along ; 
But canfl thou, inconftant Zaida, 

Thus confent my love to wrong ? ^o 

If *tis true now plainly tell me. 
Nor thus trifle with my woes ; 
Hide not then from me the fecret, 
. Which the world fo clearly knows. 

Deeply figh'd the confcious maiden, 45 

While the pearly tears defcend : 

Ah! 

* Alia is the Mahwrntofi n^gfte of Godf 
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Ah ! my lordj too true the ftory ; 
Here our tender loves mafl end- 
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Our fond friendfhip is difcover'd. 

Well are known our mutual vows ; 50 

All my friends are full of fury ; 

Storms of paffion ihake the houfe. 

Threats, reproaches, fears farround me ; 

My ftern father breaks my heart ; 
Alia knows how dear it cofts me, 55 

Gener^QS youth, from thee to part. 

Ancient wounds of hoftile fury 

Long have rent our houfe and thine ; 
. Why then did thy fhining merit 

Win this tender heart of mine ? 60 

Well thou know'ft how dear I lov'd thee 

Spite of all their hateful pride, 
Tho' I fear'd my haughty father 

Ne'er would let me be thy bride. 

Well thou know'ft what cruel chidings 65 

Oft IVe from my mother borne. 
What I've fuiFered here to meet thee 

Still at eve and early morn. 

I no longer may refift them; 

All, to force my hand combine ; 70 

And 
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And to-morxow to thy rival 
This weak frame I mall refiga. 

Yet think not thy faithful Zaida 

Can forvive fo great a wrong ; 
Well my breaking heart aiTures me ^ j 

That my woes will not be long. 

Farowell thca> ray dear Alcansor I 

Farewell too my life with thee ! 
Take this fcarf a parting token ; 

When thou wear'ft it think on me. t9 

Soon, lor'd yottth> fome worthier maiifen 

Shall reward thy generous truth ; 
Sometimes tell her how thy Zaida 

Died for thee in prime of youth. 

*— To him all amaz'd, confounded* S5 

Thus ihe did her woes impart : 
Deep he figh'd, then cryM, O Zaida, 

Do not, do not break my heart. 

Canft tho9 think I thus will loie thee ? 

Canft thou hold my love fo fmail i 90 

No ! a thoufand times I'll periih ! ■ ■> » 

My curft rival too ihall fall. 

Canft thou, wilt thou yield thus to them ? 
O break forth, and fly to me I 

4 This 
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This fond heart fhall bleed to fare thee, 95 

Thefe fond arms ihall fhelter thee. 

•Tis in vain, in vain, Alcanzor, 

Spies fojroand me, bars fejcuxe ; 
Scarce I fteal this laft dear moment. 

While my damfel keeps the door. itoa 

Hark, I hear my father ftorming ! 

Hark, I hear my mother chide ! , 
J muft go : farewell for ever ! 

Gracious Alia be thy guide! 



THE END OF THE THIRD BOOK- 



A GLOSSARY 



OF THE OBSOLETE AND SCOTTISH WORDS IN 



VOLUME THE FIRST. 



ne Scottijb fwords are denoted by s. French by f, Latin bf 
i. AngU'faxon by A. S. Icelandic by III. &r. Far the 
etym'^hgy of the awards in this and the folh-wing Folumes, the 
Reader is referred to JUNij Etymologicom Angli- 

CANUM. EDIDIT EDW. LYE, OxON. 1743. FOL. 

If any luords Jbould not occur Jsere^ they iviU be found in thg 

Glojfaries to the other Volumes. 



\ 



A. 

A'y au. s. alL 
A Twydc. p. ^. of 
Tiveed. 

AbacLe. haci, 

A bone, aboon, aboone. s. a- 
bo*ve, 

Abraide. abroad. 

A^on. ^.51. a kind of or- 
mour made of taffaty, or 
leather quiltedy &c. nvorn 
nnder the habergeon tofa've 
the body from bruifes, f. 
Hocqucton. 

Aft. 8. oft, 

Agsyne. againfi, 

Agoc. gone* 

Ain, awin. s. oixm^ 

Al gife. although, 

Alat«. p. 105. vf late. 

An. p, 8o» and* 



Ane. 8. one^ an, 

Ancyent. fiandard, 

Aras,^. 5. arros. p, 9. arro'ws, 

Arcir. ^.80. archer. 

AflTinde. aligned. 

Aflbyrd, afluylcd. edffohved. 

Aftate. efiate, 

Aftound. /. to I . aftonyed ./jkv- 

nedt aftonifkedi confounded. 
Ath. p. 6. athe. p. ^. •" th\ 

of the, 
Avoyd. p. loi. njoidy njacait, 
Aureat. gclden, 
Aullerne./. %%T,fierny auflere, 

B. 

Ba. s. ball. 

Bacheleere, batchilere. p. 41, 

(:^c^ knight.^ 
Bairne. s. child. 
Baith, s. bathe. ^.11. both. 

Baik> 
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^ile, bale, f' 4-*- 85. <wi/, 
hurt, mifchiefy mifery, 

Balys bete, p, 17- ^^^ter our 
bales, i. e, remedy our e<vils, 

Band./>. 49. botidy covenant. 

Bane./>, 11. bone. 

Bai\ bare. 

Bar-hed. bare-bead, or perhaps 

bared, 
Barne./>. 7. bcrne,/». a2./«3», 

perfon. 

Bale court. />. 105. /Z?^ /<?TA?^r 
fOttr/ of a cafile, , 

Bafnete, barnite, bafnyte, baf- 
fonet, bafibnete. helmet, 

Bauzen's Ikinnc. /. 308. per- 
hapsyjbeep's leather drejfed 
and coloured red, f. bazaiie, 
Jheep's leather. In S'cotlandy 
Jbeepjkin mittens tvith the 
qjuool on the i?f/ide, are called 
Bauzen mittens. — Baufon 



Beete. did beat. 

Beforn. before, 

Begylde. beguiled, deceived, 

Behefts. commands, injuuC" 

tions. 
Behove. />. ij^, behoof, . 
Belyfe. p. 164. belive. imme'* 
diattly, by and by, fiorily* 
Bend e -bow. a bent bo-w, qu^ 
Ben, bene, been, 
Benifon. bUJfmg, 
Bent. />. 5. bents, p. 43. 
inhere bents, long coarji 
gfafs, &c, gro'iv) the field i 
fields, 
Benynge. ^. loi. benigne. be" 

nign, kind, 
Befte. beeft^ art, 
Beftis. beafls, 
Beftrawghted, p, 181. dlf- 

traSfed, 
Beth, be, are, 



alfofignifies a badger, in old Bickarte. p, 5. bicker'd, ^/>- 



E*;glijh i it may therefore fig- 
nify perhaps badger -fkin. But 
I am inclined to prefer one of 
the former interpretations. 

Be that.^. 6. by that time. 

Bearing arc vv. p, 169. an ar» 
ro^v that carries nvell. — Or, 
perhaps bering, or birring, 
i, e, njjhirring^ or<ivhizzing 
arrow ; from Ifl. Bi«'. Gen- 
ius, or A, S. Bcifie, fremi- 
tus, 

Bedight. p, 107. bedecked, 

Bedyls. beadles, 

Beheard . heard. 



mifbed. 
Bill, &c. />, 283. J ha've deli* 

vered a promife in ^wrztit^p 

confirmed by an oath, 
Blane.j^. 12. bianne. ^. 46, 

didhXvsx, i, e.fiop, ceafe, 
Blaw. s. llo^\ 
Blaze, to emblazon, difplay,. 
Blee. colour, complexion, 
Bleid. s. blede. bleed, 
Blift. bleffed, 
Blive. />• 91. belive» immedi^ 

ately. 
Bloomed. /* 3a7. befit luifh 
bloom, 

Biudc. 



* An ingenious corrcfporident in the north Interprets 
the Scotiifli word " Bickering." by rattling* e. g. 



And on that flee UlyfTes head 
Sad cmfcs down does BICKER.. 



Tranflat. of Ovid. 
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Blude. blood, blode raid. 6. 

bhod red. 
BFuidj blutdy. s. ItUod^ bbady. 
Blyvc.^. i6S. belive. iiifimti^, 
Boare. bare. 

Bode. ^. 96. abode, fayed* 
Boites /b^if arrvws. 
Bomen.^. 5. bno-men, 
Bonny> bonnie, bonny e. s. 

comely, 
Boone. /. I oS. afiwours requefi^ 

petition. 
Boot, boote. p,%s> advantage t 

help, ajytoMce, 
Borrowe» borowfi, pledge, Jare" 

Borowe. ^.151. to redeem by 

m pledge. 
Borrowed. ^- 31- ivarranted, 

pledgedy tivaj exchanged for, 
Bot and. 8. p* 119. and alfo, 
Bot. but. 

Bote, boot, advantage. 
Bougill. 9, bttgle-boray hunting' 

horn. 
Bounde, bowncd. prepared, 

got ready. This ivord is alfo 

ufed in the north in the fen fe 

of « fwenf or * tjuas going :^ 
Bowndes. bounds . 
Bowne yc. prepare ye j get 

ready, 
Bovirne. ready 5 bowncd. pre- 

pared, 

Bowne. to dine, i. e. going to 
dine. />. 40. Bowue, // a 
common ivord in ihe north 
Jor * going i" e. g. where are 
you bowne to f ixikcrc are 
you going ? 

^wre, /. sV bower hahifa- 
ti'^H : chamber, parlour, fer^ 
bapsfromlfl, bouan, to J-^vell, 



Bowre- window, chamber *wim* 

doiu. 

Bowys. boios. 

Braid, s. broad, large* 

Braoides. fiuords. 

Breere. p.Sj. brere. briar. 

Bred bannor. broad banner^ 

Breech, p. 30 g, breeches. 

Breeden bale, breed mifchief, 

Breng. bryng. bring. 

Broad arrow, a broad forked 

heetded arftinu. s. 
Brodinge. pricking, 
Brooke. /. 16. efg&y, 
Brooke, p. 294. bear^ endure* 
Browd. /. 5. broad. 
Bryttlynge, /. 6. br3rtlyng. /. 

7. cutting upy qaarteringf 

carinng. 
Bnci^le. bugk'boTM, banting' 

bom. 
BufhRient. p. 98. ambi^ 

mentf ambufb, a fnare to 
'bring them intotroJbU* 
Biiflce ye. drefsye, 
Buiket. buflct. dreffed, 
Buflct them. ^.98. prepared 

themfel'ues, made tbemf elves 

ready. 
Buflc and boun. p, 122. /. e. 

maieyourftl'vesready and go. 

Boun, to go, {nor, country.) 
But if. unlefs, , 

Buttes. huts tofioot at. 
By thrc. p. 14.3. of three. 
Bye. p. 151. buy, pay for-, aljb 

2hyc,ff(fferJor. 
Byears, l^^eres. biers, 
Bydys. bides, abides. 
Bylt. />. 6. bill, an ancient kind 

of baWert, or battlc-ax, 
Byn, bine, bin. bccn^ be, are* 
Bvrche. birch- tree, btrch- ivotfd* 

C. 
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Caldey callyd. /. 8. called. 
Can, cane, p, 17. 29. ^gan. 
' f. 16. began fO cry, 
CapuU hyde. horfebide. 
fiarebed. bed of care, 
Carpe of care. ^.15. complam 

tbro^ care. 
Caft. p. T. mean J intend. 
CaytifEe. p^ 44- caitif. Jla^e, 

dejpicable twretcb. 
CctyWall. /. 507 fetiwall. the 

herb 'valerian : alfo mountain 

fpikenard. See Gerard: s ber- 

bal. 
Chantedetre. the cock. 
Chays. p, 7. chace. 
Check, to rati at. 
Check, to flop. 
Child.^. 107. )t»if§"i5/. Children. 

p. 44. knights. See 'vol. 3. 

p. 54. ^ 

Chiiftentyc. p. 68. chriftiante. 

chriflendom. 
Churl, one of low btrth, a <viU 

lain, or *vaJfaL 
Chyf, chyfe. chief. 
Clawed, tore^fcratched.p.17^' 

fguratively, beat, 
Citzptd^cU\ied, called f named. 

dexkcfcholar. 

Coate. cot, collage. 

Cockers.^. 308. a fort of buf 
kins or Jhort boots fajlened 
*witb laces or button u and 
often tvorn by Farmers or 
Shepherds. In Scotland tl ey 
are called Cntikins, frorn 
Cute, the ankle.—'' Cokers. 
«< Fithcrmen's boots.'' ('^•'^• 
tUtoff4 Virion.) 



Collayne. Cohgft-fteeU 
Comen, commen, commyiu 

come. 
Confetered. confederated^ eM* 

tered into a confederacy. 
Cordiwin. p. 308. cordwayne* 

proper^ Spanifb, or Cordi^am 

leather', here it fign^i a 

more vulgar fort 



Corfiare. p. iz. courfer. 
Cote, cotf cottage. Item, coat* 
Coulde. cold. Item, could. 
Could be. p. 288. «u;a/. could 
dye. p. 29. died, (apbrafe.y 
Countie. /. 301. count, earl. 
Coupe. ^. »9^. a little pen ftt 

poultry. 
Couth, could. 

Coyntrie.^. 308 Co'ventry. 
Crage. p, 22. cra^. 
Crancke. merry, fprightly,eX'^ 

uhing. 
Credence, belief. 
Crcvis. cre'vice, chink. 
Cricke. 8. properly an ant : bi^ 
in p. 189* means probab^ 
anyfmall infeSl. 
Criftes cors. p. i.Chrifi'scurfe^ 
Crowch. crutch {inf. 174. it 
ought perhaps to be clov^ch^ 
clutch, grafp.) 
Cryancc. belief. L creance* But 
in p. 43, &c. itfeems tofxg* 
nify '*fear.^'' f. crainte. 
Com. s. come. p. 10. came. 

D. 

Dampned. condemned. 
Dc, dey, dy. ^. 7. 15. 10. <//#, 
Deepe-fette. deep fetched. 
Deid. s.dcde, deed. Item. dead. 
Delp. 8. depe. deep. 

- Deir, 
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Peir. s. deere, dere. dear, 
Dell. fart. p. 105. every clell. 

e*very fart. 
Den ay. deny, rkilhmi gratia. 
Deputed. />. 1C5. furified^ run 

clear. 
Defcreeve. defcrihe. 
Dight. decked y put on, 
Dili. />. 4.1. dole^ grief, pain. ^^ 

di!l I drye. />. 41. pain I 

juffer, dill was diglit. p, 4c. 

■ ^"^C/ "^^'^-^ ''Z^^' ^'•''^" 
X>\ViX,firoket hloiv, 
Dh. p, 80. /i'/V. 
Bifcuft. dijcujjed, 
Dites. ^///>/. 
Dofhter. s. daughter. 
Pole. />. ^o. grief. 
Doleful dumps, p, 18 t. 264. 

Jbrroivjul gloom 5 or kea-vi- 

nefs of heart. 
Dolours, dolorous^ mournful, 
Poth, dothe, dostli. do. 
Poughte^doughete, €loughelie, 

doughty y forrnidabU. 
Doughctie. '%, e. ^^oughfy man. 
Pownae.s. ^.38. am 7tot able, 

properly^ cannot take the 

trouble. 
Poate. doubt. Item, fear, 
Poutted. doubted, feared, 
Pois. s. do)s. does, 
. Prap. s. drop. 
Pre. />. i^. i\ne,p, 119. drye. 

p. t(),fi!fer, 
Prerd. s. tlitede. drcde. dread, 
Preips. s. drips ^ drops, 
Provyers. drovers, p, 2,55. 

fuch as drit'e herds of cattle^ 

deer, &c, 
Drrvars.^. 5. idem. 
J^vye. p. ig. fufftr, 
Dryghnes. drynefs^ 



Puble dyfe. double dice, 1. £"4 

falfe dice, 
Pughtie. doughty. 
Pule. s. Aoi^.griefm 
Pyd. dyde. did. 
Dyght. f, IX. dight. p, 54, 

dreffedy f>ut on, put, 
Pynte. p, la, dint^ blo^p 

flroke, 
Pyfgyfynge. difgulfing. mafk- 



tng. 



Eame, erne. ^. 26. uncte^ 

£athe. eafy, 

Ee. s. eie. eye. 

Een, eyne. eyes. 

£ch, eche, eiche. eachm 

Ein. f. e'vcn, 

Eir, evir. s. e'er^ever* 

Eke. alfo, 

Eidern. s. elder* 

Elke. p. 29. each, 

Ellumynynge. p, 99. efnbel-^ 
lijhing : to illumine a hooh^ 
'was to ornament it luiti 
pair^tings in miniature, 

Ellyconys. Helicon^ s. 

En dyed, dyed, 

E n' larpid , ^V. ^.99. hooked^ of 

• edged ixith mortal dread. 

Enkankertd. cankered. 

Envie, />. 23. envyc. /. a6. 
malice y ill-ivill, injury, 

Erft. s. heretofore. 

Etermynable. p. 102. znier'" 
i.nnable, ufi limited. 

Kverychcne. eiiery-on^, 
, Exed./>. 105. afked* 



Fa. %,fcdU 



Fach, 
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Family feebe.y</fi. 

Fain, fayne. gladyfond. 

Faine of fighte. ^ 68. fond If 
fighting. 

Faine, hjyie.foign^ 

TsAs.falfi. Itm.falUtb. 

Fare./*. s%.f^* 

Farden. p. ^ij^fared^ flajbed, 

Farley, ivonder, 

Faulkone. y^«/fip»« 

Fay. faith. 

Fayere, /. ^$,ffiir, • 

Faytors. ^. loi. deceivers, 
dijffemblers, cheats, 

Te, fee, renvard: alfo, bribe, 
^ But properly Fee is implied to 
Lands and^enements, ivbic-b 
Mre held by perpetual right, 
and by aciMo-wk^vient if 
fvperi»rity to a higher Lord, 
uimsp. 1 01. in fee. f. ei in 
Fetuktl Service, L. Feudum, 
&r. (Blount*) 

Feat. p. z^.niee, neat, 

Featoody. neatly, dextroujly. 

Feefe, fert . *Hate : companion, 

Feir. s. fere, fear, 

i^endj^fvayy^c.p, loi.Jrom 
'betng the prify oj the fiends, 

Fudy, fiercely:' 

Fefante. phgafant, 

Tttte. fetchsd, 

Fettdled/fetd«d. prepared, ad' 
dreff"^, made ready, 

FiWe.jfoW. 

Fitkatince.- */. %o%i fine^'^fS- 
feiture. 
Vol. l.'---'' ' 



Fit. p, 9, fyt.*j&l, 151. fytte. p. 

Si. Part gr Divifion jofa 

Jong,^ Hence in p, 71. fitt is 

. ' Jfrain ofmuficySee <voL %,p, 

< 166, andGlofr. " 

Flyte. p, t%^, %%i. th'eontenfl 

nvith 'words, fiaU ' 
Too, p, %i,foes,' ' 
For. on account ^, 
Forbode. comm(tndmefa,p. iji^ 
O ver Qod 's forvbodc. [ Prrf- 
terDeipracepiumfit.} ^.i. 
Ood forbid, 
Forefend. prevent, defend,' ^ 
Formare , former,' • ; * 
Forthynketh.^. 154. repenteth^ 

vexeth, troubletb, , * ' ' 
Forfede, p, 98. ^ regardei^ 

heeded, • x • • 
Forft. p, Ty forced, compelled, 
Fofters of fhe.fe. p, x^j.for- 
r^fiers of the hinges demefnes, 
Fou, fow. %,fu}l, alfo.fuddlsd, 
FftSvardfe, vawarde. the Van, * 
Fre-bore. p,, 81 . free-bom,'^ 
Freake, freke,. fi^eyke. man^ 
perfon, human crec^ure: Alpu 
a vohim, or nmg^otJ ' 
Frcckys. ^. jo, perfons, 
Frie. s. ixe,free, 
Freits. c. illamenslWiuck,'^ 
Fruward, p, ^^,froHvard, 
Fuyfon, fipifon. plenty, MlfL 

fuhfhmce, 
YfiSixW, p. io<>, fickle. ' 

¥y\\,p,^T,feU, ' 
Fyr,fire. 

A a ' , ^air 



• An iAgenious correfpondent in the north, ^Itrks Frfit is 
fiotan unlucky omen, but ** That thing which terrrfics.'' viz. 
Terrors will purfue them that look after frightfol things. 
Fright is pronounced by the common people in the noith, 
Fjieet. 
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G; 

Gamoo* f* 45. ^ makt gaim, 
to fiart, A. S. Dameniaiiy 
jocari. Hnvrr BackgamcKD. 

Gane^ gan. bigtm. 

Garde, p. 10. «0ir. 

Ganyde. /. lo. gamdd. 

Gare» gaijr. •• mahf caufei 
firci^ ctmpiL 

Gargeyld./* 204. Jr§m Gar- 
gouille. f. th€ Jpmt rf a 
gutter* ^li tower tueu «- 
demed'witbj^outs cut iu the 
Jhffire/ of graj^J^wudsp Horn, 

Garlaiid. /. S7. tbe riugf funtb- 

in tvbich tbe pfick or mark 

*wasfit. 
Gear. •• gcer« p* }H* goods. 
Getingc./« S5* inibat be, bad 

got, ,bispluudery booty » 
Geve, gcTend.^<i;#> given. 
Gi» gie. 8. mfe. 
Gifc, giff. ^. 
Cin. 8. oMf sT* 
Give owre. z^furrender. 
Glede. p. 7. a red bot cod* 
Glent.^. 5. glanced, 
Glofe. p. 96. fet afaffe glofi, 

or colour. 
Gode. good, 
Goddes. /. ^^.goddefs. 
Goggling cyen. goggle eyes. 
y Gone.^. 51* £0* 
Gowd. s. gould. gold. 
Graine. ^. 190. i^S.fcarlet. 
Gramereye. i. e. 1 tbank you, 

fr. Gfand-mercie. 
Graunge. p, 295. granary : 

alfo^ a lone Country Houfe% 



Grea-hondet. grey bounds. 
Grece. ajlep. p. 105* a flight 

tffteps. 
Greece, p. i6i. fat (a fat 

bart ',) from f. graifTe. 
Greonyng. /• 751 grinning. 
Gret^ 'f^t. great* 
Greves. groves, bufbes. 
Grify groned. p. 30. dread" 

fuOy groaned. 
Groundwa, pt 129, ground- 

ivall, 
Gude^ guid^ geud. 9. good. 

H. 

Ha, [har.] •• have. Item. ball. 
Haber0fon. f. a lejfer coat of 

man* 
Hable. /• 97. ahle* 
Halched, halfed. feduted, em* 
braced^feU on As neck, from 
Halfe. tbe neck\ throat. 
Haiefome. tvbole/ome, beahhy. 
Handbow. p. 17a. tbe liig 
. boiJO\ or common io*w as 
, diftinguift>ed Jrom tbe crofs 

Hariedi hanied, harowed. p. 
.SC4. a«. robbed; piSaged, 
plundered^ <^ He harried a 
bird's neft.'^ Fulg. 

Harlocke. p, 307. perhaps 
Charioeke, or mid Rape, 
nvbicb bears ayeliofwflotuerf 
andgrotus among com, &C. 

Hartly luft, f, xoo. hearty 
defire, 

Haftarddis.^.9 5 .perhaps ^ Hajfj 
rajbfeilotvs. ' 

Havfour. bebannootr. 

Hauld. 8. to bold. Item, bold, 
Jlrong bold, 

X Hawberk. 
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ilawberk.' a coat of math 
Hayll. aJ'vantage,profit, p. 25. 
/or the profit of all England. 

A. Sv Hml.JdluT^ 
He,/. 5. he^. p, 24. hye. bigb. 
He. p, 162. hye. io bie, or 

bafien. 
Heal./. IO. bail. 
Hear, *, 11. bere, 
Heare, heares. hair, bairSm 
Hedy hede. bead. 
Heere. />. 91. bear. 
JHeighte. /. 27. 0« bigbf aloud, 
Hend. hindf gentle. 
, Heir. s. here. /• 9* bear. 
Heft./. i&^. 
Heft. /. 46. command, injunC" 

tion. 
Hether./. 163, bitber. 
HeaWyng, hewinge. beijuing, 

backing. 
Hewyne in to. bewn in two. 
Hi, hie. /. Sa. be, 
Hie^ hye, he, hee. bigb, 
Hight. /. 47. /. 11, engage f 

engaged, promifed. (p. 143. 

named, called.) 
Hillys. /^/i/r. 
Hinde, hend. gentle, 
Hir. s. i&^r. 
Hirfcl. s. her/elf. 
Hit. /. II. it. 
Hooy ho. /. 2o» ii« inter4J£li(m 

qfjiopping or defipng ; Af*^^ 

ftoppage. 



Hode../. 153.. i60o^, r^/. 

Hole./. 97. ivbole, holl. i^/m. 

Holtes. *woo,d4i gro'ves. In 
Norfolk a Plantation cf 
cherry 'tries is called a 
** cherry-holt." — ^ery, alfo 
fwhether it may notfometimes 
Jignify '' biUs^'\ 

Holy. /. 1 01. 'Ooholly. Otper-* 
baps hole, <wbole, 

Horn/ hem. thm. 

Hondrith, hondred. hundred. 

Honge, bang, bung, 

Hontyng. bunting. 

Hoved. /. 104. heaved*, or 
perhaps^ hoovered, bung mov^ 
ing, {Glofs, Cbauc.) Hoved or 
hoven means in the norths 
*fweUed\ 

Hount./. 7. bunt» 



I. 



rfeth. in faith, 

I ween. (I thinks') fuerUy, 

I wys, I wis. (Ikno-w :) njerilpi 

I wot. (Iknoiv:) 'Verify, 

Idipped. /. 104, called. 

Iff. //. 

Jimp. %.flender. 

lid, rd^Itvould, 

He. J% I ^ill. 

Ilka. ». enjity. 

Im.p, 80. him, 

Aa 2 In 



* lIoLTES fcems evidently to fignify Hills in the following palTago 
from Turberville's " Songs and Sonets" Z2mo. 1567. fol. 56. 

« Yce that frequent the hillcs, 

" And higheft Holtxs of aJl 5 
" Affift mee with your fkilfull quillcs, 

" And liften iVhen I call." 

As aUb in this other Verfc of an ancient Poet, , 

'^ Underneath the Holt jes fo hoar.*' 
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Infer*. Ifer«. fdgetbef. ' 

Into. s. iff. 

Intres. p, 105. entrance ^ ad'^ 

mittance, ■ 
Jo. ^. 3 1 2 .fweet- hearty friend % 
Jogelcrs. f, 133. J»5'^"'^» 
I-tuned. p. 104. tuned. 
lyc. ^•^. 
iz«/. 80. isy bis* 

« 

Kail./. 1^2. calL 

Kan. /. 99. can, 

Karls. carlsy (hurls, karlis of 
kind./. 96. churiesfy nature, 

ICauld. /. 80. ra//f</. 

Kawte and keene. /. 26. rmi* 
/itfifj and oBi've, I. cautiis.. 

Keepe. p, 309. care,. heed. So 
in the old play of Hick 
Scorner, (in the lap kafbut 
one) •* I kepe not to clymme 
fo hye." i, /. / jiudy not ; 
care not^ &?r. 

Kempey kempes. foldieryfoU 
diers, 

Kempery* man. p, yo,fcfdier, 
'warrior, fighting man, f ' 

Kerns, s. combs. 



Ken J kenft. knonv^knotvejf, 
Kepcrs, i^r./. 1 7 5 . i'f . tbo/e that 

tvatch by the corpfeyfiatl tye 

up my binding Jheet, 
Kind, nature. 
Kit./. 99/tTi/. • 
Kithe nor kin. acquaintance,. 

nor kindred. 
Knave./, ^j.fervani, 
KnJcht." sC knight. 
Knights fee. /. 91 . fucha por^ 

tion of land as required the- 
' ffjf^^^ to ferve nvitb mast 

and horfe. 
Knowks. knolls, little bills, 
Knyled. knelt, ^ 
Kuntity; /.too. country: 
Kurtcis. p. 101. courteous, 
Kyrtill, Mi^^^fetticoat^go'ujrt^r 

Lahb. s. loth: 

Langfome. s. /. 32r3« /i^, 
' tedioiis, ■ Ling. s. l(tng, 
Lanciv lauchedt ^, laitgb, 

laughed, 
Lannde./. i^t. lanvn, 
Lay-Iaticr.'/. 44. land that is 

not 'plowed : green-fward, 

Lay- 



«c 



f ** Germanii Camp, 'Exercihtm, mti Loeum ubi Exercihts 
caftrametatnr, figmficat i inde ipfis Vbr Cafirenfis et MiUtatit 
^ kemffer, et kempher, et kemper, et kimber, et kamper, 
** pro "varietate disdeBorum, vacatur : Vocabulum h§c nofirofer- 

-*• mone nondumpemtus exole^vit ; Norfolcienfes enim ptebeio etpr^ 
** letario fermone Scant " He is a kemper old man, u, e, Senex 
** Vegetus eft :" — Hinc Cimbris futtm nomen : ** kimber enim 

. •* Homo beUicofuspugil, robuftus miles &c, Jignificat^\ Shering- 
ham de Anglor. genris orig. pag. 57. Redius autem Lazius 
[apud eundcm p. 49.] ** Cimbros a bfllo quod kamff, et SaxO' 
" nice kamp nuneitpatoe crediderim ; unde ^eUatons ifiri Die 
'• Kempffer,.Dic KempcfV* • 
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fiirah '; 

Layden. /a/W. 
Laye. j^. 45. /<j?'a;. * 
Leane. /. 17. conceal^ bi4(* 

Item, lye, query, 
Lcanyde. Leaned, . " 
Leard. learned^ taught, 
Leaife. />. 162. lyings faifbaud* 

Withouten leafc. eerily., 
Leafynge. lyings faljliotii^ . 
XAp,f, 1*3. the fields 
hceche, phj^cian. 
Leechinge. /. 44 . dsSoring* 

medianal care. 



Linde. /. t(>Qi,Jhe. lime tree \ 
. or cofle^i'uefyi It fife trees j or 

trees in general, 
Lingeir. p, 308.. a ibvead of 

hemp rubbed 'With rojiny ^<h» 

ufed by rufiics for mending 
. their Jhoes, 
Lith, lithe, lythjC^ p, 144. at^ 

tend^ bearken'y l^fien„ 
Xither. p, 70. iaUy nuorthlefs^ 

naughty^ fro<Txiard. 
Liver, deliver. 

Liverancc. p, 283. deli'verance 
' (jatoney^ or a pledge for di" 
^ Uveyin^you 2^.) 
Loke./>. joS. lock <f ^oclL 



Xittv, p, '^t^, ajly Igoh 

Lecve Lbndoii. p\.dl^n 4^^ t^oUgai: belongs, 

London, an old pbrafe, '' - - Lpol^^, lofesd, foofed* 
Leeveth. betieiieih, ^ 
Lefe./. 165. \ce^e,dear* 
Lefe./^^. leY5S..;ii?^W, , 
I«eive. s. league, ' \ 






~r 'aT^-'-Tr- 
Lope. leaped, 

Loveth. f?n^e,.pUdrf number^ 
Louk6d. looked, ^ 



Leraan, leaqian, l^I.ifigtv.i'^^, Xoud «&../. -3^4. lowu./. 191. 
mifrefs, 4. «S. leifijian. • /oo«, rafad* from the Irijb 



t.tn^tv.Jonger. .. ; ,- , . 

Lerned- learned^ taught, 
JUefyage.^^ j,66. leafing, Av;!^, 
• -fal^ood; ' :'^ r. 
Let. p. 5 , binder. ^. ($ 9 *. bindred, 
Letteft. binderef^y detaineji, 
Lettyng* p, 163. bindfance, i.e. 

^without del^. 
Lever, rather^ 
Ley re, Icr^v /^.' 50^. Ufirnifig, 

lore, 
Lig. s. AV. ' . 
Xightfome. ^; 43. chearfuly 

Jprigktly. 
Liked/. 3C9. pkafed. 



Vimi. ^thful, fiuggijb, 
Louted, lowttede. bo^^ed, did 

.cb^fynce, ^, , 
hov/c. p. ^o, a little' btlu . 
Lur4w./^i5 3 fjluggard, drtne. 
Lynde, /. 159. lyne. p, 8J. 

^^^ Linde.' . ' \ 

Lytii. p 307. lithfotnef pliaf[f^ 

Jlexibley4q/y, gentlg* 
Lythe. idem, 

" V M. 



k • K«-, VI »• 



MalioundjMahownc, Mtfi^wr^ 
Maiefte, maift, maycfte, tf^a^Jf* 
Mair. s. mare. more. 
Makys^ maks. mates. * ; 
Aa 3 M«Je. 

•As the words Make and Mate were, in fonie osSkt^ 
rued promifcouily by ancient writei^j fo the- words CAiCS and 

Cati 
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Male. /. 10. coat of mail. 
Mane. p. 7. man. Item, moan, 
March- pert! . fag. 15. in the 

Parts lying upon the Marcher. 
Marche-man. afctnvrer of the 

marches. 
March-pine. p. 306 marcK- 
*■ pare, a kind of bifcuit. 
Mafteryc. f. 87. mayftry. p. 

169. fl trial of Jkillf high 

proof offltiH. 
Mauger. p. ^.Jfite of. 
Maun. s. mun.muft. 
May. maid, (rhythmi gratia.) 
Mayd, mayde. maid, 
Mzyne.p, $1;. force, Jirengtb, 

/. 83. bqrfe*s mane, 
Mcany. p. 5 retinue^ trmn, 

COmp€UFf, 

Meed, ineede. reivard. 
Men of arnte;. p, %%, gens </' 

armes, 
Meniveere. p. 308. <vabitefur. 
Merches. marches^ 
Mtt.p, 6. meit. s. vcitte.meet, 

fiU (roper, 
Meypc, p, 159. fee Mcany. 
Mickle; much. 
Mmged. p. 44^ mentioned, 
Mifcreants. ^.47 7. unbelievers, 
Mifdoubt. ^s^.fujpe^, doubt, 
• Milken, mifiake. 
Mode. ^. 159. ntood. 
Monynday. Monday. 
Mores./.43. bills j ivilddo*wns» 
Morne. s.p.jy.onthe morro*w* 
Mort. /.' 6. the death of the 

deer. 
Moft. mu/l. 



Mought, tnot^ more, might, 

Mun, maun. s. mw/?. 

Mure^ mures, s. 'wild JotvHs^ 

fiaUy heaths^ &c» 
Mufis. mufes, 
My^htte. mighty. 
MyTlan^ Milan feel. 
Myne ye-ple. ^. 10. perhaps., 
' Many-plies y or, folds, 
Myrfy. merry. 

Myfiffyd. p. 99.. miff/ifed, 4tp^ 
plied to a bad purpofe, 

N, 

Na, nae. s. no, none. 

Kami, nan^s^ 

Nar. p. 6. nare. nor, 

Nat. not. 

JJee, ne. nfgh. 

Nei|;h him neare. approach » 

btpt near. 
Neir. si n^e, »#Vr, never, 
N^iK s. nttt, near. 
Kicked him of naye. p. 63* 

if e, nicked him nviti a re^ 

fufal, 
Hipt, pinchedt 

Nobles'.^. 95. nohlefs,Mblenifi, 
None. noon. 
Nourice. s. nurfe. 
Nye, ny. nigb. 



O 



O gin. s. if I a phrafe. 
On. one. on man. /. 8. oue 
man. One. p. %^, on. 

Or,» 



Cate feem ti liave been applied with the fame indifFerency : 
this will ilKiftrate that common En glifh Proverb, "To turn 
Cat (i. e. Cate) in pim." A pan-caice is in Northampton- 
j(ure i(ill called a PA^frCATf , 
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Or, fire. p» so* 24* bjefore* 

Or cir. s. btfore ever, 

Orifons. prayers. 

Oft, oftcyooib.^. 27S. ^. 

Out owrc. 8. quite cfver: aver* 

Outrake. p* %%%, an mtt-ride \ 
or expeaition. To raik. s. is to 
gofajfl. (Or perhaps f Outreik, 
afittingout, Mr, Da<uidf$n),^ 

Oware of no»c. tour of noon* 

Owre. owr. s. oVr, 

Owt. out, 

P. 

Pa. 8. the ri*ver Po. 

Pallc. p. 51. a robe tf fiaie. 

Purple and pall. i. e. a 

purple robe^ orcbak.a pbrafe. 
Paramour. /. 3 1 1 • lover. Item, 

a miflrefs, 
ParegaUp^. w*^ equal, 
•Partit partjr. p* i* apart* 
Paves. ^.96. a pavice. a large 

/hield thai covered the whole 

body, f. pavois. 
PavilTiane. paviffion, tent. 
Pay .^.165. likingyfatisfaSion, 
peakifh. p, 307. 



Peerc, perc. peer, equal, 
Penon. a banner^ or ftreamer 

borne on the top of a lastnce. 
Perelousy parlous, perilous^. 

dangerous, 
Veidght. peffe^, 
Pericfc. p, 10%. peerlefs. 
Pertyd,^. ^.parted, 
Pla^-feres. pu^-fellows* 
Playning. .complaining. 
Pleafance. pleafure. 
Pjeht. p. 24. pitched. 
Pird. p. 297. peeledy bald. 
Pine. p. i%^,famijbfftearve* 
Pitc, pitte, pyte. pity, 
pompal. /. « 3 1 • pompous, 
Pont Chanfons,./'. X77. { 
Portres^^. to ^.portifrefs* 
Popingay. p. 309. aparroi, 
Pow, pou s powM. . 8. puSi 

pulled. 
Povtrnes,/. t^y. pounds i rbytb* 

mi gratis, 
Prcce, prefc. pr(/s, . ; '. 
Preced,/. i^a. ipre&d, prejed, 
Preft. p. 199. r^a^. 
Preftly. ^. 161. prcftlye, p. 
51. 9f«rr*^, 

A a 4 . Prickes. 



* An ingeniou9 correfpondent in the north interprets an 
o V T R A K X, by an " out-ramble**. ** He has been out-raking 
** aU night.** Vulg. — A wide extenfive pafture is called there 
a good s H X s r - R A K z. 

' I The exa^ reading of the ift Fol. Edit, is Pons Cbanfon, which 
Sir Thomas Hanmer altered as above, and interpreted to be '' Ballads 
"fung upon Bridges.** But Mr. Stxxvens has reftored the true read- 
ing from the old 4to. of 161 x, which has Pious Cbanfon ; a term very 
applicable to a Ballad, like this, on a Scripture Subje^. (Johnfon*s 
Shake fpeare. Vol. 8. Appendix.) 

Mr. Rowc's Edit, has « The firft Row of the Rubrick : *' whiph 
has been fuppofed by a great Critic to refer to the Re4>lettered Titles 
of o,ld Ballads. But in all the CoUe£ltons I have ever feen, I oeTCT 
met with one fingle Ballad with its title printed in Red Lettersi 
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Titeke$, p. 87. tbe marks to 

/boot- at. 
Fridre-waTid. p. %y. a nvand 

fit up fir a mark. 
Pricked. /• %^n Jpurred ch^ 

bafied., 
Prowes. p. 99* pftmo^fs. 
Pryck*. p. 16S. tbi tnafkt 

common^ a btK^'^and, • 
Trymt^p.'i^/^, day ifredk. - 
,Tu\de*Pii9.ptifirS, . ^ 

» ...... 

Quadrant.^. x©4..j^r;^J«aft*A 
Ojiafry. p.l^&. htHtifttifig'O*' 
Hdwkh%i is Jlaugburei 
gamti atr. Saefag\ 6. • • 

QwCffc; ofSihe. cboir. • - 

Qtt^.»^. -15 5. inqu^Jfi • 
Quha, 8. ivbo. 

Quhar. s. nubere. ^" 
QuhaL t. av£^. ' • , ' 
4Qui^ait6l) 9. Hijkht. \; 
Quhen. s. <z4>i&M. 
-Qohy. t. nnhyi 

Quyrry./. 6.5^ quarty«3lvf. 
•<^yft.if. 16. requited. - 

R. 

RfePiie. rif^ff. . - 

Rayne, reane. rain. 
Reachles. ^.^89. earelefs* 
Reas. ^.5. raife. 
Reave bereave. 
rRcckt. regarded, 
Reade. /. 12. red«« adinfe. p, 

%%. hit off. 
'R^ek. i.'fmoke. 
Reid. s. rede, reed. red. 



Reid-roan. s. red-roan. 
Reke4es, reclfeftfle.* regardiefs^ 

moid of ear e J rajhi • 
Ren i fti. /> . 6 3 . • l^hiffit » p, 6t. 
Renifiit. ^.^3* W. perhaps a 
' derivation fhOn rcniteo, t^ 

fbfke. 

Renn*. tun, 

Renycd.>. ^^:, tefufei. 

R^wth. rut£. Rfewc. pity, 

RitM, ryaR. *. 105. r^/rf. 

Richt. 8. fight. 

Ride./. 283. make em ittroaif. 

Roche, rock, 

Ronne. ran. Robne. p. 25. nm. 

Roode. crofs^ crucifix. 

Roufc. roof. ''■ 

Row, isovrrf. s;' r^^ rolled. 

RiT^./. 193 J nictfie. /. ^5» 

• pifutb. ••''-■" 

Ryde. /. 173. /:^. i^h an 

inroaji. "Rydeinp. 67. («• 

X36.) jJRyafif te nfe. 5r. 

* Atmfefmkfi ariftfrom mC 
Hydef c. p. 'X 7 1. rakger. 
Ryfe.jfr.*r43. r^ij^. 



• • • « 



' S. 

Sa, fae. s.yS: • . 
Saif. %.fafe. 

Szr.Jbre. - 

Szrk. fiift-/J»tyt.' '■ 

Sat,f(*tfe./. ^/fet. 

Savyde.yiwi/* ' • 

Say. ^13* fana. See V. l. 

'p. .175. . 
Say us no4iarmei p.d^.ftQUt 

ill of us. 

Scathe, ^f/, iwury, 
Sdhip. S./&//. 

Scho. 



A p .L .O S .S A R y. 



i^i 



' ..'< 



Scbp. 9,Jbe. 

Schrirr. s,/hiff. 

Se. 9. fte.yjrdp. / - 6 . y?#, 

Seik. 8. USuc, fiek, 

Scne. p, 9. /^w.. . <: 

Sertayne, fcrtcnlye. artaini 

Sctywall. See ceti'friM, " 
Sbaws. /. S2. &//ir fwdads,[ 
Sheaf. *• 5. entirely, (fenitus). 
&K^U.fi^ayJbeyJiU. 
Sheene. {han^.Jbiniftg, - 
Shcits. 8. fhetcs. Jbeets, 
Shent. difgraced* 
Shimmering.^iirm^ by fauces, 
Shoke. ^. 99. Jkgokefi. 
Shold, fholde. y^on/i. 
Shoen. s. fhoone.^. %^,Jboes» 
Sljotc. /. ^,Jhot, 
^ili3des. ^. 82. ' 
Shrift, confejjim. 
..Jftbrb^gs. ^. ^7»Jtrubs^thotns, 
briars. ,G. Dwgi fcrdggis. . 
SYi^i^fi./bould. 
^hyan.j^Vw. 
"Bib. kin : akin^ rihted. . 

Sic, Ach, fick, s.fuch, 

Svk. iike./iyr^. 

Sied. B,faw, 

Siker. ^. 3i5.yi<r^iy, certmnfy. 

Sigh-clout. ^. 196. (fythe- 

clout) ii clout tojfrainmilk 

tifrougb : afirmmng clout* 
81th. /. 7. /«ff . 
Slade. /. 84. apptf green- 

fwerd befween pltytv- lands, 

or ivoodSf &c* 
6law. p. jot.JUuu, (Sc. Abel.) 
Slean, ilone. Jlain. 
file, flee./flry. {[ttii.jlajejf. 
Sleip. 8. Ue]pt,fleep. 
SlOfp, 96. floe. y^^. 



Slode. ^. ^.JlU,Jflit. 
Slpne./«46./^fir. 
Sloughe./. fy,Jle-U>. 
SmlSicrs.i.fmotbirs. 
Soldain, foldan,f<jwdan .fultan^ 
Soll,fouile,fowle, j'Jir/. * 
.Sort./. 98. 102. company, 
80th- Ynglonde. SoufbEnghmd. 
,Soth, fothe, fouth, fcuthe, 

fiotbf trutb. 
Souid. t.Jbould.^ 
Sowdcn, ^oudan,'foudain,J'i^ 

tan. 
BtrNXt.fiur. 

Sowrc, Coate^fire; ; 

Sowter, *. 75. ajboemaker, 

Soy.f.JUk. 

Spak, fpalk. s.fpake* 

Sped.^. (>%. fbeeded. 

Speik. s.'J^eak. 

Spendyde. p. 12, /. f^Spallilcd. 

grajped. 
Spere, i^ttre.Jpear. 
Spill, p. 189. ll)ilte. /. 55. 

jpoil, come t$ barm. 
Sprente. lo. Jputtedyjprttngout. 
Spurn, fpume. a kick. p. 16, 

See Tear, 
S^ydc. j^sed. 
S^yXt. fi^fyledf defitoyed. 
Spyt. p. 7. {^yx.t.jptte. 
Stabitfe. p.ioi. pefbdps, Jfab' 

I'tjb. 
Stalworthlye, p. zz.Jloutly. 
Stane. s. ftean./.- 80. Jlone. 
Stark, p. si.ftiff. p. 98. en* 

' ttrely. 

Steedy e.Jlea^. 
Steid. 8. Aede.Jfeed, 
Stele./. I'^nfieel. 
Sternt. Jiern ; or perhaps yftars* 
Stcrris.y?«rj, 
Surtt.^art. . 

Stertet 
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Steite, ftaru p. %i%. JIartid* 

Steven.^. 91^ iioice, 

Steven. j^.S 7. time. 

Still./. 21. ^ietyjilent, 

Stinu/iop./opped. , 

Stirandc fbgc f. ai. A friend 
interprets this, ** many a 
ftirringi traveUing journey.** 

StOTidtvts, JIanders ^y. 

Stouody iU>wn4e. p. I55« 29. 
time, nvbile. 

Stour . ^. 13.73. ftower. p. 44* 
ftowre. /. 29. 53. JfeA^» ^'i/r 
turbatufe. '&c. . vXi; auor</ iir 
S0<u; applied tn the north to 
fgnify 4Hft agitated and put 
into motion ; as by the /'weep" 
ing of a roomy ^c. 

Streg)it.>>. lo./fraigtt. 

"Stxtkcne,' fricken, ftruck. 

SXxti.Jlreet. 

Strick./r£f7. 

Stroke. /. 10. Jiruck. 

Stude. s,Jlood, 

^tyntyAey^mttd.f ayedjiopped. 

Suar.yi/rf. 

Sum. s.fome. 

Sumpters. />. %oj. borfej that 
carry, cloathsjumiturey &c* 

Swapte, p, 10. iWappcd. *. 18, 
fwopede./. i8. Jiruct fvio" 
ientiy. Scot, fwcap. tofcourge. 
'vid^gl- Ga^iv, Dougf. grper* 
baps * exchanged fc blonvs: 
for Jo to fwap or fwopp 



Jignifies in tbemrtbemdudeff. 
Swat, Iwatte. p. %%. fwptte. /• 

ft 8. didfiueat. 
Swear. /. S.fixtare. 
Svreird. fword. 
Sweaven./. 81. ii dream. 
Sweit. t.fwete.f'weet. 
Swith./. 73. quickiy, mftautly. 
Syd.^df, 
Syde (hear. /. 5. Tydis ihear. 

p. 6, onaUJides. 
Syne. /. 25. 27. tben^ cfier* 

ivaris. 
Syth.^nce, 

Take, taken. 

Talents, p, 64. perhaps g^Idest 
ornaments bungfrom her bea^ 
to the 'value of Talents tf 

' Gold. 

Taine. s. tane. taken. 

Tear. p. 16. tbisfiems to be a 

. proiierbi " That tearing of 
pulling occafioned this fiwm 
or kick** .\ 

Ttencfu. s. p. i««. f$iU of in- 
dignationyuurathfui, furious* 

Teir. s. tere. tear. 

Teen^. p, 151. tenc. /. 95. 
forro'Wiy indignation J *wratb. 
Properly, injury, e^ront., 

Termagaunt. fbe God of the 
Sarazens. See 4 Memoir on 
thisfubje3 paig. 74**' 



• Tic old Trench Romancer^, who had corrupted TERMA- 
GANT into TEavAGANT, couple It with the name of Maho- 
MBT as coultantly as ours \ thus in the old Roman de Blot' 
cbardin, 

" Cy gitei-pljfon tutt Apolin, 

*' lit h'lah/f/Ct ft TERVAGANT." , 

Hence Fontaine with great humour in his Talc, intitled, La 

Fiandt 
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Trhair./i&«>.Thair,thare. there, 
Thame, s, them. Than, then. 
The. thee, Thcnd. the end. 
The. tbe^\ the wear, p, 5. tb^ 

ivere, 
Thear. p, ^l^ thcr. p, C, there, 
lih^e, thri*ve. mote he thee. 

may hfi thrive, 
'Ther. /. 5, their, 
T'heribi-.^. 7. tbertfore, 
Therto. thereto, Thes. thefe. 
They ther- ward, p, 146. tbi*^ 
' ther-ivarii, tdtvards that 
place, 
Thie. thy, Thowc. thou^ 
fhoufe. 8. ^. 191. tbtm a^^U 
Thix)w. s. ^. 59. through. 
Thrall. /. 2 9 3 . captive. p,iiz, 

for thraldom, captivity. 
Thrang. s. throng. 
. Thre. thrie. s. three, 
^hreape. ^. 10 1. to argue%t9 
affirm or ajyert in a pofitive 
overbearing manner, ,/ ^ - 
Thritte. thirty. 
Throng. ^. 15 ». bafiened. 
Till. ^.16. unto.p, 7 1 . entice. 
Tine, lofe, tint, lojl* 
To, too. Item, t<wQm 
Ton. p, 7. tone, the one. 
l^ovf. s,p,j%i, to let do'wn, 

ivitb a rope, &c. 
Tow. towc. two, Tvrsi.s,i'wo, 



Treytory, traitory, treachery, 

Tridc. tryed. 

Trim. />. 182. 184, neat, 

exaSl ■\, 
Trow./. 189. think, conceive, 

hnovj, 
Trowthe. troth, Tru. true, 
Tuik. s. took, . 
T}^\,s,till,to, 
Turn./. 301. fuch tuni,fycb 

an occqfion. 
TwinnM. %.p, ^S, parted, /^-. 

parotid, <ind, Glofs, to Ganja 

Douglas, 

V. U. 
Vices, p, 104. fcrevjs $ or per^ 
baps turning pins, fiwiveis. 
An ingenious Jriend thinks a 
vic^ is rather <• AJpindle of 
<* aprefs ;" Thatgoeth by a 
rice, ibatfeemeth to move of 
itfilf. ** Antomatus. adj." 
Di^ion. 
Vilane. /.9s. rafcaUy, 
Undight, undecked, undreffed^ 
■ Unmacklye.. mijhapen, 
Unfett ftcvcn. /. 87. unap- 

pointed time, unexpeSedly, 
Untyll. unto. p. t^z.againjf, 
Voyded. p, 156. quitted, left 
the place. 

Wad. 



Fiancee duRoy de Garbe, fays, 

*« Et reniottt Mabom, Jupin, et tervagant, 
*' ^<i;^r miuff/ autre Diiu non moins extravagant, 

Mem. del* Acad, des infcript. torn. ao. 4I0. p. 352. 

f Since the ift Edit, of this book was pabliihed, I have dif- 
covered that <* Shot fo trim," is the true original Reading of 
the paifage in Romeo and Juliet, quoted in pag. 82, being 
fo printed in the ift 4to. Edit. 1597. See Mr. Steele Ns's 
*< Twenty Plays of Shakefpcarc." Vol. 4. Sign. B. 3. b. 
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W. 

Wad. s. wold, wold^. -would, 
W^ie worth, s. it*^ betide, 
Waltcring. ^weltering. 
Wane* ^. ii* 'is ibe fume tn 



Wightlye. ^. 41. *vigprouJly* 
Will. s./>. -jT.JbalL 
Wilfulle. />. 86. nuandering^ 

erring', 
Wtndling. s. njotvcRng, 
WiT\naq, 8. oy/Y/ w/. 



ane, o»^ ; /• wone, f* 13.' « Winfbrtie. s. <». 324.^ agreeable^ 

engaging. 



one.* 

War. ^.6. iFware. 
Warldis. s. 'wor{ds4 
Mf^t'P. S» wot. I»0T<7> am 

trware* 
Wit.'s. OtVfi 
Wavde. f . .< i^j . **xa^(red. 
Wayward. /►. 329. 'fro^wetrdy 

fee*vijb, 
Wcalc. p, 109. bappinefSfpro- 

fyerity. \- '* 

ViftitLp. 15. ««tfi7. • • 
Wcdous. wfiilwtv. * ■ 
Wcedes. dofbes. 
Wce!» <we*ti,'we ions', 
Weene, p. 43; wcch^d. tbmk 5 

tb^u^t, 
Weet, 8. tvet. 
Weil. 8. wele. wW/; ' 
Weip, «. wepe. nrfi^. 
Wei- away. «^. a8r. an inter ^ 

je&ion i^' griefs 
Wei ©f pite. fourceqf pity, 
Wem<» nwmb,Mfy, hoUo^w. 
Wcode. p, 161. Tdueened, 

thougbt. 
Wend, wends, go, gees, 
Wcrke. nuork, 
Weftlin. s. iv^fltm. ^ 
While. />. %^Q% imtm, 
Whoard . board. 
Whos./. 98. fwbofo* 
Whyliys. 'u;/;/}^. 
Wicjht. /. 183. perfon,p, 290. 



Wifs.^. 2 7 S . /&ff!7Tt7.wift. i^ffi«u;% 

Wo. woo. p, 9-. OCtftf . 

Woe bcgdne. p, ^i.hftin w^e^ 

overivbelmed nvith grief. 
Won'd,*. 36^.wonn'd, d'^el- 

led. ' 
Wone /« 1 3 . ««<• 
Wondmly. 'ucndtrlj, p. 106. 

'vbofiderou/iy. 
Wode, wood, mad: nvild. 
Wdime. {fivell. 
Woodwcele. p. tz. orwodc- 

wale ; tbe golden ousde^ a 

birdcffbe tbrufi-kind.Olct 
" CbaiiC. *fhe orig, MS. fas 
'* • fcr^'woodwecte. 
WorM: nvortfy* 
Wot. *»^'w- wotcs. imfivy..' 
Won<fh. p. 9, mifcbirff ^*w/.., 

A,S. pohz j.r. Wohg. ntakm. 
Wright,/. 100. ivrite. 
Wranj. s,'rwrung.\ 
Wreke,wreak. revenge. 
WrhTffC. p .98. contend *witb 

'violence. 
WT^the. p, i8«. ivntbcdt 

tivlfted. 
Wroken. te^oenged. 
Wrongc. tvrimg. 
.Wxil.s. iwiU. 
W'yght,/. '^c^. firongy Ixjfy. 
Wy^htye./>. 168. tbefyme. 
Wyld./. 5, njuild deer. • 
Wynne. '/>. 25. Joy. 






Wighty. /. 83. /-CJff^, /v;?y, Wj'fte./. 6. /tzrt^xo 
4Ullve, nimble^ 



Y-c2opcd. 
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Y. 

"V-conM. taught y inJlruSUd^ 
-=V"-fei'e~. together, 
'V'i'oimde, founds 
Y-pkking- p, .307. p$€kiegp 

cuUingt gatherings 
Y-flaw. Jlain. 
Y-were. 'were. 
"Y-wis. p, 107. <verily. 
'Y- wrought, nvr ought • 
Yave, p. %jt. ga^e, 

Yate. gate^ 

Yche. each, 

Ychyfeled. €id nvith the 
cbizzel. 

Ydle. idle. 

Ye bent, y-bent. be/it. 
Ye feth, y-feth. in faith. 

Yenoughe. ynoughe. enough. 

YMydt. yielded, - • 



Yerarchy. ^- lo^. hier arc hj. 
Yere, yeere. year ^ years, 
Yerle. p. 8 . edrL 

Yrrly. />. 5. early. 
Yeftiecn. ^*yefier'e^enUig.r 

vr.ij: ' 

Ygnoraoi>cc. ignor/mce* 
Ynggiiflie* Engltjb. 
Ynglonde, England. 
Yode, nve/it, 
Youe. p^ ■;', you. 
Yt. it, * 
Yth. /,6, in the 

... %. 

Zc, j»a. 8. ye., 
Zeir. s.year. 
'Zellow. s. yelh^w. 
Zonder. s, yonder. 
Zong. %,yottng. 
Zonr. s. your. 



A I) D E N D U Mi 

Ayancc- p. 277* Agmnfi,' 

^^.j^ The pniners have ufually fubftltuted the letter %\ot%^ 
prefs^ the charafler J, which occurs in old MSS '; but we arc nbk 
to fuppofe that this J Was ever pronounced as o«i* Modern «{• ftf 
'had rather the force of y (and perhaps of gh) bsing no other 
thao the Saxpn lett€r,5, which both the Scots; and Engillh have 
in many inftances changed into y, as jea/ibjari/, Zf^T^y^^t 
I^^^Z young, £fr. 

ADDlTtONAL NOtl:. . 

Pag. 32. V. 1 12. Agdffl'one.] This na^e, th" generally <n?Hnrt#- 
H3g?erfton, is fometimes fcundin old writings ivtth the fiane Ortb^gnt^ 
phy as in the Ballad : vix, Agerfton : So it occurs In Leylands Ittnt^ 
rary, ^<?/. 7. />. 54, t Ed. 
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ADDITIONS 

T O 

The Essay on the Origin of the English Stagi. 

T T is not cafjr to afcertain the time when Plays of Mi- ( 

^ racles began in England, but they sippear to have . \ 

been exhibited here very fopn aflei* ihe conqaeft. Mat. 
Paris tells us, that Geofi'ery afterwards Abbot of St. 
Albans, a Norman, who had been fent for over by 
Abbot Richard to take upon him the diredlion of the 
fchool of. that monaflery, coming too late, went to 
Dunilable, and taught in the abby there; where hf 
caufed to be afled (probably by his fcholars) a miracle- 
play of St. Catharine, compofed by himfelf*. This 
was long before the year 1 119, and probably within tb6 
I ith century.- The above play of St. Catharine was, 
for aught that appears, the firil fpeftacle of this fort that 
was exhibited in thefe kingdoms : And an eminent 
French Writer thinks it was even the firft attempt to- 
wards the revival of Dramatic Entertainments in all 
Europe ; being long before the Reprefentations of 
Mysteries in France; for thefe did not begin till the 
year 1398 t« 

Again, the learned and ingenious hiftorian of the 
council of Ccnftance f afcribes to the Enclifli the in- 
troduftion of Plays into Germany. He tells us that the 
Emperor having been abfent from the council for foms 

time, 

* Apud DuneJiapUam .... mtenJam ludum de (onEia Kattrina (quern 
IMIRACULA t/ulgariter appel/atmts) fecit, J&t quae decoranda, fet'tit 
a fMcr'iftaJan^il Albaniy ut Jtbi Capae CJboraks accommodartntur et olti- 
nvit, Erfiit Indus iUe deJanSla Katerina. Yitse Abbat. ad fin. Haft. Mat. 
Paris, rol. 1639. p. 56. — We fee here that Plays of Miracles wei« 
become common enough in the time of Mat. Paris, who Aouriihcd about 
1240. But that indeed appears from the more early account of Fit2- 
Stxphzns : fee p. 132. note: where an ingenious friend think.^ that 
the Henr'icum ^Tertium of that writer, is moil probably Henry the ft- ^ 

cond's fon, who was crowned during the life of his tathcr,.in 1170, ' 

aiid is generafly diftinguifhed ss Rex juvenis, Rex^ius, and fometimes 
they were jointly named Rcges An^lia» 

\ Vid. AfarcgcChroji. de I'Hift. Je Fr. parM.Hsv a vt.T.a ran.ii79> 
^ M. L'xurAKT. I'id. Hil^. du Conc« de Con^nce. V0I.2.P.44O' 
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tiznC) was at Kis return received with g^eat rejolcin^s^ 
SkJoA that the Eoglifh fathers in particular did upoa 
tliat otdkfiOn, caufe a facred comedy to be a^ed before 
liim oil Sunday 31. Jan, 1417 ; the fubjedls of whicb^ 
-were: The nativity of our Saviour; the arri-» 
VAL o^ THE eastern magi; and the massacre bv 
He rod. Thence it appears, fays this writer, that the Ger- 
aaans are obliged to the EngUfh for the invention of thia 
fort of fpedacles, unknown to them before that period. 

But the fondnefs of our anceftors for this fpecies of 
dramatic exhibition and fonie other curious particulars 
xelating to the early hillory of the Englifh ftage, will 
appear from a large MS. containing the Establish- 
ment OF THE HOUSHOLD OF HeNRY PeRCY 

5th Earl of Northuniberlandt, Anno Dom. 1512. In 
the following extrads from this book it will be feen that 
the exhibiting of the old myfteries or fcripture plays 
entered into the ftated regulations of dbmeHic oeconomy 
in the houfes of our ancient nobility, and that it was 
as xnuc!h the bufinefs of the Chaplain in thofe days to 
compofe Plays for the family, as it is now for him to 
make Sermons. 

I ihall give the e5ttra£ls in the fame order in which 
they occur in different parts of the book. vi2$* 

Sed. I. p. 29. 
** Item to be payd for Rewards of Players for 

** Playes playd in Chriftynmas by ftranegers in my 

** houfe after x^. * d. every Play by eftimacion : fum 

** xxxiij. s. iiij. d. f . 

Sea. 

% 'this MS. belongs to the prefent iLtusTRious Descxn- 
D ANTS' of that Nobleman, who have with their ufual condefcention 
been prevailed on to have a fmall number of copies printed from this 
very curious and invaluable MS. which ihows beyond any other monv- 
ment of antiquity now extant the almofl royal flate and fplendor of 
our ancient Barons, the number of their attendants, the regulations 
of their houihold, and the whole plan of their domeilic oeconomy. 

* This was not fo fmall a fum then as it may • now appear; for in 
another part of this MS. the price ordered to be given for a fat ox is 
but 13s. 4d. and for a lean one 8s. 

f At this rate the number of Plays a£ted muft have been twenty. 
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Sea. V. p. 53. 
'* My Lordcs Chapleyns in houfeholde vj, viz. the 
" Almoner, ar^dif he be a maker of interludys, ' 
** than he to have a fervaunt to the intent for writ- 
tynee of the parts : and ells to have none4 The 
Maifter of gramer, &c. 

Sea. XLIV. p. 298. 
** Item, my lordc ufith and accuftomith^o gyf yerely 
** when his lordfhlp is at home to every Erles 
^^players that comes to his lordftiip betwixt 
" criflynmas and candilmas if he be his fpeciall 
** lorde and frende and kinfman — xx s. 

Ibid. 
^ Item, my lorde ufith and accuftomyth to gyf yerly 
. ** when his lordlhip is at home to ev^ry Lordis 
*« Player's, that corny th to his lordihip betwixt crit- 
•* tynmas and candilmas, — x. s. 

Sea. XLIV. p. 301. 
** Item» My lord ufeth and accuftomyth to gyfc yerely 
** if is lorJfhip kepe a chapell and be at home, them 
** of his lordfchips chapell, if they doo play the 
** Play of the nativite uppon criftynmas day in 
*^ the mornynge in my lords chapell before his lord- 
lhip - — XX. s. 

lb. p. 3€)3. 

ITEM9 to them of his lordlhips chappdl and 

other his lordfhipls fervaunts that doith play the 
Play before his lordlhip uppon sHROF-Tew.sDAY at 
night ycrcly in reward — x s. 

Ibid. 

*^ Item, « • • % to them • . . • that playth the Play ojT-re- 
** surrection upon eftur day in the mornynge ia 
•• my lordis * chapeir befor his lordfhipe— *xx. s. 

Ibid. 
Item, My lorde ufeth and accuftomyth yerly to gif 
hym which is ordeyned to be the maister op the 
revells yerly in my lordis hous in crlftinmas for 
the over(eynge and drderinge of his lordflups 

z " Playcs, 
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^•* Pla^^cs, Interludes and Drefingc that U plaid befof 
•* his lordfliip in his housin the xij dayes of Criftin- 
** mas and they to have a rewarde for that caus yef- 
*' ly — XX. s. 

P- 3^9- 
** Item. My lorde ufeth and accuftomyth to gyf every 

** of the Four Pcrfons that his lordfchip admyt«d as 

" his PLAYERS to come to his lordfchip yerly at Cry- 

** ftynmas and at all other fufch tymes as his lordfliip 

*' (hall comande them for playing of Playes and In- 

.** terlades befbr his lordfliip in his lordfliipis hous for 

•* every of their fees for an hole yere ....** 



I fhall conclude this fubjeft with feveral little mifccUa* 
neous remarks^ which X fhall throw together in the 
form of a Note *. 

• Ther.« is reafon to think tW about th€ time of the Reformation, 
great numbers of Plays vfOft printed; though fo fe^^ of that age are 
now to be fotihd; for part of Qi^cffen ElizabetlTs Injunctions in 
1 5 59 are particularly dir!:£led to'the fupprefling of '* M^ny Pamphlets, 
'* Pt AYES, and BaHads r that no manner of, Peirfon ft all enterprise 
*' to print any fuch, &c, hut under certain reftri£lions/* Vid. feft. 5. 

"With regard to the Play-houfe pricks, aii ancient fatirical piec^ 
called the " Blackc-Boo'ke. I»ohd, 1^504." 410; talks of " the €ix- 
*' PENNY roomes in play-houfes;*' and leaves a legacy to one whom 
he calls "Arch-tobacco-taker of *EngIandi^in ordinaries; upori Stages 
*' both common and private."— ■^— And ii^the ** Belmans Night-walks 
by Decker, 1616/' Ato. I find this, -nr **^ay thy two-pence tog 
" Player, in thjigallerjr thou may ft* fit by a^^agpt.""* Yet ftriall as thcfe 
Prices may now be thought, the {*rdfl{^p. ^f an A£ior appears to 
Jiavebeen ratheif locrarivej this itoidit |Sl interred fjom the paflage 
quoted in pag. jg^^ (Kot. rf.) to ^hich ttl^ be ad^cd, the f<?Ilowing 
<-xtraa from ^ G ji kejte*s . Cro^tfwortli 0^ wit, |62.5;*'*'4to. (See 
Roberto's Tale, SiA. Hi ^,};i,^ "'WhaM- ttr your ptol^Grdn ? " — 
« Truly, fir, ;. . Sam a pL^Y^Rr "^^A Player? /. . I took you 
•' rather for aGentleman of gfeat itvingi /^r if .by outward Habit meii 
" fliould be c^roi;cd,' I fdf^, y6& would he'taken (ot a fiibftantial 
" man." ** S6 I am where I dwell. . V» , Whaf thpugh the \^'orId oncd 
*' M'ehthard with mc,4vhen I vvas^yHK^tpL C|ffy,j»y, {^a}^ng-fardle 
. a foot backe i ^mjiora^ntjitttfii^if^ •t$£^'!pKry ^are m playing 
Vfti.. I, BT ''appawell 
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Xaftlf, irilb ie|anl to the Dacoritioni of tbe Suge, meui as tliej: 
dicn ware, Cmyate thas|hc them IplcuSid Cd^^ed to what he &w 
abmd: Speaking of the Theatre for Comuiies at Vnice, \ic(iji, 
" The houfe i> vcrjr begguly and tiafe in comparifoD of our flatdv 
" PLAv-Uomit in England -■ neytbei can tbelr aAon cooipaie witB 
" OUT) for ii^anTil], ffi ewes, and muGcke. Uei^IobfentdccrtaiDethiDgi 
*' thatlDererlaHrbefon; FulflwWaHEM act, a thing that I never 
" bit before, though I haTc hoard that it hath been fometimes ufed in 
" London ] and they petfarmed it with as good a grace, adJOD, gefture, 
" and whiYfoeier congenient for a flayer, aa ever I fiiw anf nialcfline 
" AOoi." Coryate'a Cniditiet, 4tD. 1611. p. 147. ' 

It owjht towcvar to be obtrued, that amid fuch 3 mnlthude of 
rLAT-MaaiuatrubCfledintheMetn^olis before the Cfvil Wan, 
there muft luve been a gieat difference between tbdi fevenl Accom- 
modationa, pmvnenti, and Prico \ and that fome would be mnel^ 
puielhewy than othen, though probably all were much infelioi in 
^leador to what tha two Theanw wen after the Refbiratioa. 

THE END OF VOLUME THE FIRSTf 



